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ABSTRACT:

The p l a c e  of  J e s u s  i n  t he  Q u r ' a n  c a n  be t r u l y  

a p p r e c i a t e d  o n l y  t o  t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  w i t h i n  

t he  Q u r ' a n ' s  t o t a l  c o n c e p t u a l  c o n t e x t .  The s u b s t a n c e  of 

t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  m  t u r n ,  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  h i s t o r i c  J a h i l T  

c o n t e x t  a d d r e s s e d  by t h e  Q u r ' a n ;  a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  i s  n o t  

to be  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  i s o l a t i o n  f rom i t .  Of  p r i m a r y  

i m p o r t a n c e  t o  a n y  i n q u i r y  i n t o  J e s u s '  p l a c e  i n  s o  l a y e r e d  a 

c o n t e x t  a r e  t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t i o n s  of  God,  man and t h e  

human s i t u a t i o n ,  i n c l u d i n g  s i n ,  s a l v a t i o n  and s u f f e r i n g .  I t  

i s  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  wh i c h  a r e  s t u d i e d  i n  t h i s  t h e s i s .  They 

a r e  c o n s i d e r e d ,  n o t  o n l y  i n  r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  b r o a d  t h r u s t  o f  

Q u r a n i c  t e a c h i n g  on  J e s u s ,  b u t  a l s o  c o m p a r a t i v e l y ,  i n  

r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e i r  B i b l i c a l  e q u i v a l e n t s ,  a s  t h e  o f t e n  o n l y  

a p p a r e n t  o r  f o r m a l  s i m i l a r i t y  of  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t s  t o  t h e i r  

B i b l i c a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  mu s t  be  c l a r i f i e d  i n  o r d e r  to a v o i d
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m i s t a k e n  t u r n s  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  a t r u e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  

d i s t i n c t i v e l y  Q u r a n i c  J e s u s .

Reproduced  with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

■ c?
These  M. A.

I n s t i t u t  d e s  E t u d e s  I s l a m i q u e s  

U n i v e r s i t e  Mc Gi l l  

M o n t r e a l ,  Quebec

C a n d i d a t :  Mark R.  L. A n d e r s o n

27 Novembre  1988

C

TITRE:  Une E t u d e  du P r o p h e t e  c o r a n i q u e  a I s a  i b n  Maryam

Re s u me :

La p l a c e  de J e s u s  d a n s  l e  Cor an  ne p e u t  e t r e  

v e r i t a b  1 ement  a p p r e c i £ e  q u e  d a n s  l a  me s u r e  oil e l l e  e s t  

c o n s i d e r e d  d a n s  l a  t o t a l i t e  du c o n t e x t e  c o n c e p t u e l  du C o r a n .  

A son t o u r ,  1 ' e s s e n c e  de c e  c o n t e x t e  c o r r e s p o n d  a u  c o n t e x t e  

J a h i l T  h i s t o n q u e  a d d r e s s e  pa r  l e  Co r a n ,  e t  en c o n s e q u e n c e ,  

e l l e  ne d o i t  £ t r e  c o n ^ u e  a  p a r t  de  c e l u i - c i .  Les 

c o n c e p t i o n s  c o r a n i q u e s  de Di e u ,  de  l ' homme e t  de l a  

c o n d i t i o n  h u m a m e ,  y c o m p r i s  l e  p £ c h e ,  l e  s a l u t  e t  l a  

s o u f f r a n c e ,  s o n t  d ' u n e  i m p o r t a n c e  f o n d a m e n t a l e  p o u r  t o u t e  

e n q u £ t e  s u r  l a  p l a c e  de J e s u s  d a n s  un c o n t e x t e  s i  s t r a t i f i e .  

Ce s o n t  c e s  c o n c e p t s  qu i  s o n t  S t u d i e s  dans  c e t t e  t h e s e .  Non 

s e u l e m e n t  s o n t - i l s  c o n s i d e r e d  en r e l a t i o n  a v e c  l e t h^me 

g e n e r a l  de l a  d o c t r i n e  c o r a n i q u e  c o n c e r n a n t  J e s u s ,  mai s  

a u s s i  c o m p a r a t i v e m e n t  pa r  r a p p o r t  a l e u r s  e q u i v a l e n t s  

b i b l i q u e s ,  p a r c e  que  l a  r e s e m b l a n c e  d e s  c o n c e p t s  c o r a n i q u e s
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a v e c  l e u r s  c o n t r e p a r t i e s  b i b l i q u e s ,  s o u v e n t  s e u l e m e n t  

a p p a r e n t e  ou f o r m e l l e ,  d o i t  £ t r e  c l a r i f i e e  p o u r  e v i t e r  d e s  

t o u r n u r e s  e r o n n ^ e s  d a n s  l a  p o u r s u i t e  d ' u n e  v e r i t a b l e  

c o m p r e h e n s i o n  du J e s u s  d i s t i n c t e m e n t  c o r a n i q u e .
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PREFACE

I w i s h  t o  t h a nk  a l l  of  t he  members  of  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  

s t a f f  and s t u d e n t s  whose  h e l p  and e n c o u r a g e m e n t  have 

c o n t r i b u t e d  to t h e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h i s  s t u d y .  

War mes t  t h a n k s  i s  a l s o  due  t h o s e  who r e a d  p a r t s  o f  t h i s  

m a n u s c r i p t  m  t h e  e a r l y  s t a g e s  of  i t s  d e v e l o p m e n t  or  

o t h e r w i s e  g a v e  a s s i s t a n c e :  D r s .  H a r v i e  M. Conn and Ve r n  S.

P o y t h r e s s  o f  W e s t m i n s t e r  T h e o l o g i c a l  Se mi n a r y ,  Mr .  E r n e s t  

Hahn,  an a l u mn u s  of  t h e  I n s t i t u t e ,  and Dr .  N. T.  W r i g h t ,  

f o r m e r l y  o f  M c G i l l ' s  D e p a r t m e n t  of  R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s .  I am 

p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n d e b t e d  t o  my s u p e r v i s o r ,  P r o f e s s o r  C h a r l e s  J .  

Adams,  f o r  h i s  t i r e l e s s  h e l p  a n d  e n c o u r a g e m e n t  d u r i n g  t h e  

e n t i r e  c o u r s e  of  t h i s  w o r k .  My a c c o u n t a b i l i t y  t o  him h a s  

p r o v e d  of i n c a l c u l a b l e  w o r t h  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  p r e p a r a t i o n  of  

t h i s  s t u d y .

F i n a l l y ,  I must  a c k n o w l e d g e  my f a m i l y  h e r e .  I n  one 

s e n s e ,  t he  l i o n ' s  s h a r e  o f  t h e  c r e d i t  f o r  t h i s  wor k  b e l o n g s  

t o  my d e a r  w i f e ,  Ca t h y ,  w i t h o u t  whose  s u p p o r t  i t  would have  

been  q u i t e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  c o m p l e t e .  H e a r t f e l t  a p p r e c i a t i o n  

i s  a l s o  due my c h i l d r e n ,  J o e l  and Mi r i a m ,  whose p r a y e r s  have  

d o u b t l e s s  c o n t r i b u t e d  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a l s o .

The E g y p t i a n  e n n u m e r a t i o n  i s  f o l l o w e d  f o r  a l l  Q u r a n i c  

r e f e r e n c e s .  Q u o t a t i o n s  f r om t h e  v a r i o u s  t r a n s l a t i o n s  o f  t he  

Q u r ' a n  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  s i m p l y  b y  t he  t r a n s l a t o r ' s  name 

( A r b e r r y ,  P i c k t h a l l ,  e t c . ) ,  u n d e r  w h i c h  name t h e  c o m p l e t e  

b i b l i o g r a p h i c a l  d a t a  on e a c h  a r e  l o c a t e d  i n  t he

v 1
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b i b l i o g r a p h y .  B i b l i c a l  q u o t a t i o n s  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  i d e n t i f i e d  

s i m p l y  by t h e  i n i t i a l s  o f  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n :  AV, A u t h o r i z e d

V e r s i o n ;  NEB, New E n g l i s h  B i b l e  ( 1 9 6 1 ,  1 9 7 0 ' ;  NIV,  New 

I n t e r n a t i o n a l  V e r s i o n  ( 1 9 7 3 ,  1 9 78 ,  1 9 8 4 ) ;  RSV, R e v i s e d  

S t a n d a r d  V e r s i o n  ( 1 9 4 6 ,  1952,  1 9 7 1 ) .  As w e l l ,  e n t r i e s  i n

The E n c y c l o p a e d i a  o f  I s l a m ,  2nd  e d i t i o n ,  and S h o r t e r  

E n c y c l o p a e d i a  o f  I s l a m  a r e  i d e n t i f i e d  by t h e i r  i n i t i a l s  ( E l 3 

and  S E I ) .

As f o r  A r a b i c  t r a n s l i t e r a t i o n ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s y mb o l s  

h a v e  b e e n  u s e d :

C o n s o n a n t s  
' hamza  ( i n i t i a l :  u n e x p r e s s e d )
c cayn n nun
b b a ' 9 q a f
d d a l r ra '
dh d h a l s s i n
d dad  

•  •
s h s h i n

f f a ' s s a d
g h g h a y n t ta  '
h ha ' t h t ha  '
h
•

h a ' t t a  ' 
•

j j l m w waw

k k a f y ya '
k h k h S ' z z a y n

1 lam z
%

za  ' 
•

m mlm
t t a '  m a r b u t a ( i n i d a f a )

VoweIs
a a l i f  mamduda a f a t . h a  •

/a a l i f  maqsur a i k a s r a

l ya ' u damma
•

u waw

vi  i

k
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I :  INTRODUCTION

S i n c e  t h e  e mer g e n c e  o f  Muhammad and t h e  s u b s e q u e n t  

b u r s t i n g  f o r t h  o f  t h e  Mus l i m A r a b s  i n t o  t he  m a i n s t r e a m  o f  

M i d d l e  E a s t e r n  c u l t u r e s ,  a t r u l y  v o l u m i n o u s  l i t e r a t u r e  h a s  

e v o l v e d — w r i t t e n  by b o t h  Mu s l i ms  and C h r i s t i a n s  — 

e n d e a v o u r i n g  t o  d e f i n e  b o t h  t he  p e r s o n  and t h e  p l a c e  of 

c T s a ,  J e s u s ,  i n  t he  Q u r ' a n .  Over  t he  c o u r s e  o f  i t s  

d e v e l o p m e n t ,  t h e r e  h a s  b e e n  much i n s i g h t ,  b u t  n a t u r a l l y  

t h e r e  h a s  a l s o  been  much r e p e t i t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e r e  have  

a l l  t o o  f r e q u e n t l y  b e e n  m i s t a k e n  a s s u m p t i o n s  whi ch have  

r e s u l t e d  m  b o t h  m i s t a k e n  e q u a t i o n s  and  o p p o s i t i o n s  of  t h e  

Q u r a n i c  w i t h  t h e  B i b l i c a l  J e s u s .

W. Pa u l  McLean a d d r e s s e s  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  s i d e  o f  t h i s

s i t u a t i o n  i n c i s i v e l y  when h e  w r i t e s :

R e a d i n g  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  l o g o s - d o c t n n e  i n t o  k a l i m a h  
and r t r h ,  C h r i s t i a n  a p o l o g e t e s  ha ve  f o r  c e n t u r i e s  
d e c l a r e d  Muhammad to b e  a b u f f o o n  f o r  d e n y i n g  t h a t  
t h e  C h r i s t  i s  t h e  E t e r n a l  S o n  of  God e v e n  w h i l e  
c a l l i n g  h i m  G o d ' s  " S p i r i t "  a n d  " W o r d . " 3 *

The mod e r n  p e r i o d  h a s  p r o d u c e d  a new use f o r  
much o f  t h e  o l d  a m m u n i t i o n .  A p p r o a c h i n g  I s l a m i c  
t r a d i t i o n s  w i t h  a  new " s y m p a t h y , "  C h r i s t i a n  
s c h o l a r - a p o l o g e t e s  h a v e  s o m e t i m e s  gone  t o  the 
e x t r e m e  o f  c o n v e r t i n g  Muhammad i n t o  an " o r t h o d o x "  
C h r i s t i a n  h e r o .  Such a n  a p p r o a c h  s t i l l  r e s t s  on 
t h e  v e r y  o l d  p r a c t i c e  o f  r e a d i n g  C h r i s t i a n  

-«*• t h e o l o g i c a l  c o n c e p t s  i n t o  t h e  wo r d s  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n .
The s t e r i l e  f o r m a l i s m  o f  s u c h  a p r o c e d u r e  r e v e a l s

1
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i t s e l f  i n  the f a c t  t h a t  o n c e  t h e  o r t h o d o x  C h r i s t  
i s  c o n s t r u c t e d ,  he f a i l s  t o  f i t  i n t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  
f r a m e w o r k  of  t h e  Q u r ' a m c  v i e w  o f  r e v e l a t i o n  i n  
h i s  t o r y .

34S e e  0 ' S h a u g h n e s s y , Word o f  God, p p .  6 0 - 6 6 ,  
f o r  an i n t e r e s t i n g  summary o f  Roman C a t h o l i c  
a p o 1 o g e t  i  c s . 1

C o n t e x t ,  t h e n ,  i s  w h a t  i s  a l l - i m p o r t a n t  f o r  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n  who woul d  s o u n d l y  a s s e s s  t h e  Q u r a n i c  J e s u s .  An d ,  

n o t  o n l y  s o ,  b u t  i t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  i n  a number  o f  r e s p e c t s .  

F i r s t ,  a n d  p r e l i m i n a r y  to o u r  i n t e r p r e t i v e  t a s k ,  i t  i s  

e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  one c a r e f u l l y  e x c a v a t e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  f o r  

o n e ' s  r e c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  Q u r a n i c  J e s u s  i n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

c o n c e p t s  o f  Go d ,  man,  the human s i t u a t i o n  ( w i t h  a l l  t h a t  

t h a t  i n v o l v e s  o f  s i n ,  s a l v a t i o n  a n d  s u f f e r i n g ) ,  p r o p h e t h o o d  

- - i n c l u s i v e  o f  r e v e l a t i o n - - a n d  c o m m u n i t y .  F o r ,  as McLean 

h a s  s u g g e s t e d ,  one c a n  be s u c c e s s f u l  i n  t h i s  e n d e a v o u r  o n l y  

t o t h e  d e g r e e  t h a t  t h i s  J e s u s  i s  v i e w e d  i n  h i s  t o t a l  Q u r a n i c  

c o n t e x t .  F u r t h e r ,  i t  s h o u l d  go w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e s e

‘ " J e s u s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  and y a d l t h  L i t e r a t u r e ,  Hi s  
R o l e s  i n  t h e  E s c h a t o l o g y  o f  E a r l y  J s l a m "  (M.A.  t h e s i s ,
M c G i l l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 7 0 ) ,  p .  23.  The o l d e r  a p p r o a c h  i s  
e x e m p l i f i e d  by J ohn  o f  Damas cus ;  s e e  D a n i e l  J .  S a h a s ,  John  
o f  D am a sc u s  on I s l a m :  The " H e r e s y  o f  t h e  I s h m a e l i t e s "
( L e i d e n :  E .  J .  B r i l l ,  1 972 ) .  G e o f f r e y  P a r r i n d e r ' s  J e s u s  i n  
t h e  Q u r ' S n  ( Lo n d o n :  F a b e r  a n d  F a b e r ,  1 9 6 5 )  a n d  W. Mo n t g o me r y  
W a t t ' s  " T h e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  C r i t i c i z e d  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n , "  (The  
M u s l i m  W o r l d  57 [ J u l y  1967 ] :  1 9 7 - 2 0 1  ) a r e  p r i me  e xa mp l e s  o f  
t h e  newl y  s y m p a t h e t i c  a p p r o a c h .

A mor e  s t r a n g e l y  s y m p a t h e t i c  C h r i s t i a n  a p p r o a c h  i s  
t h a t  r e p r e s e n t e d  by G i u l i o  B a s e t t i - S a n i ; The Koran i n  the  
L i g h t  o f  C h r i s t :  An E s s a y  Towar ds  a C h r i s t i a n
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  S a c r e d  Book o f  I s l a m  ( C h i c a g o :  
F r a n c i s c a n  H e r a l d  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) .  I t  may be d e s c r i b e d  as  an 
a t t e m p t  a t  t he  w h o l e s a l e  ' C h r i s t i a n i z a t i o n '  o f  the Q u r ' a n ,  
n a t u r a l l y ,  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  w i t h o u t  r e g a r d  f o r  t h e  h i s t o r i c  
c o n t e x t  a d d r e s s e d  by i t .
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c o n c e p t s  m u s t  be r e s o l u t e l y  v i e we d  i n  t h e i r  h i s t o r i c  ( i . e .  

Muhammadan3 and J S h i l l )  c o n t e x t s ,  a p a r t  f r o m  w h i c h  t h e i r  

i n t e l l i g i b i l i t y  i s  g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d .

And,  f i n a l l y ,  a s  a n e g a t i v e  d e f i n i t i o n  may c o n t r i b u t e  

as  much t o  g e n u i n e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a s  a  p o s i t i v e  o n e — a n d  t h i s  

i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s o  i n  c a s e s  w h e r e  c o n f u s i o n  i s  t o  be 

e x p e c t e d — s u c h  a s t u d y  o f  J e s u s  mu s t  be c o m p a r a t i v e ,  a s k i n g  

how t h e  Q u r a n i c  J e s u s  i s  l i k e  and  how he i s  u n l i k e  h i s  

B i b l i c a l  c o u n t e r p a r t .  And,  i n  l i n e  w i t h  wh a t  was  s a i d  above  

c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  i n s e p a r a b i l i t y  o f  me a n i n g  f r om t h e  l a r g e r  

c o n t e x t ,  s u c h  c o m p a r i s o n  and c o n t r a s t  mus t  e x t e n d  t o t h e  

t o t a l  c o n c e p t u a l  c o n t e x t  of J e s u s  i n  b o t h  t h e  Q u r ’ an a n d  t h e  

B i b l e .

A t a s k  of s u c h  p r o p o r t i o n s  i s  h a r d l y  t o be  u n d e r t a k e n  

i n  a p a p e r  s u c h  a s  t h i s .  He n c e ,  as  t h e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  must  

f o l l o w  t he  f o u n d a t i o n ,  t h i s  e s s a y  m u s t  be v i e we d  as 

p r e l i m i n a r y  ( a nd  e v e n  i n  t h a t  r e g a r d  o n l y  p a r t i a l )  t o  t h e  

i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  n i n e t y - s o m e  v e r s e s  e x p l i c i t l y  r e f e r r i n g  

t o  J e s u s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n :  t h i s  e s s a y  w i l l  d e v o t e  i t s e l f  i n

t h e  m a i n  t o  a  c o m p a r a t i v e  s t u d y  of  t h e  Q u r a n i c  a n d  B i b l i c a l  

c o n c e p t s  of  ( 1 )  God ,  ( 2 )  man a n u  (3)  t h e  human s i t u a t i o n ,  

a l l  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  J e s u s ,  The a p p r o a c h  t a k e n  i n  t h i s  

p a p e r  t o  t h e  B i b l i c a l  m a t e r i a l  w i l l  b e  f r o m an e v a n g e l i c a l  

and  Re f o r me d  p e r s p e c t i v e .

a The t e r m  ’’Muhammadan" h e r e  ( a n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  
p a p e r )  me a n s ,  s i m p l y ,  " o f  Muhammad";  h e n c e ,  i t  i s  e q u i v a l e n t  
t o  " A b r a h a m i c , "  " M o s a i c , "  " P a u l i n e , "  e t c .  I t  i s  n e v e r  i n  
t h i s  p a p e r  u s e d  a s  a  synonym t o r  " Mu s l i m"  o r  " I s l a m i c . "
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To i l l u s t r a t e  o u r  p o i n t  a b o v e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  

i m p o r t a n c e  of  c o n t e x t ,  we may b r i e f l y  c o n s i d e r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

s t a t e m e n t s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  v i r g i n - b o r n 3 I b n  Maryam o f  t h e  

Q u r 1 a n :

J e s u s  i s  a p r o p h e t  o r  m e s s e n g e r  o f  t h e  o n e  t r u e  
God.  As s u c h ,  h e  f o l l o w s  i n  t h e  l o n g  l i n e  of
B i b l i c a l  p r o p h e t s  s e n t  by God t o  show e r r i n g  man,
c o n s i g n e d  t o  a s i t u a t i o n  o f  b o t h  f r e q u e n t  s i n  a n d  
s u f f e r i n g ,  t h e  way  of  s a l v a t i o n .

On a l l  o f  t h i s ,  t he  t wo S c r i p t u r e s  may be  s a i d  t o  be  

i n  ' p e r f e c t  a g r e e m e n t . '  Ho we v e r ,  when o n e  s c r u t i n i z e s ,  n o t  

j u s t  t h e  b a r e  w o r d s ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e i r  l a r g e r  m e a n i n g s  i n  t h e

t o t a l  t h o u g h t  w o r l d  o f  e a c h  S c r i p t u r e ,  o n e  i s  l e f t  w i t h  as

many s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  a s  s i m i l a r i t i e s .  To b e g i n ,  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  " o n e  t r u e  God" and o f  J e s u s '  r e l a t i o n  t o  him 

a r e  n o t  a t  a l l  t h e  s a m e .  T h e n ,  t o o ,  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  

r e l a t i o n  and  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  s i n  on  i t  a r e  v i t a l l y  d i f f e r e n t .  

T h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  i n  t u r n ,  y i e l d  two q u i t e  d i s t i n c t  

u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t h e  human ' p r o b l e m , '  r e l i g i o u s l y  s p e a k i n g ,  

of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  s u f f e r i n g  t o  t h a t  ' p r o b l e m , '  a n d  of  

i t s  s o l e  s o l u t i o n .  ( I n t e g r a l  t o  a l l  of  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  

of  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  e a c h  S c r i p t u r e ' s  v i e w of  

b o t h  r e v e l a t i o n  a n d  i t s  communal  e f f e c t .  Bu t ,  a s  t h e  

c o m p a r a t i v e  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  r e v e l a t i o n  a n d  c o mmu n i t y  i n  t h e  

Q u r ' a n  a n d  t h e  B i b l e  b e l o n g s  t o  a l a t e r  s t a g e  i n  t h e  s t u d y  

o u t l i n e d  a b o v e ,  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  i t  h e r e  w i l l  be o n l y  

a l l u s i v e . )

3F o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  Mus l i m p o s i t i o n s  on 
t h e  v i r g i n  b i r t h  i n  t h e  Q u r ' I n ,  s e e  P a r r i n d e r ,  J e s u s  i n  t h e  
Q u r ' S n , p p .  6 9 - 7 4 .
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In  t e r r a s  of  Mus l i m s t u d i e s  on t h e  Q u r a n i c  J e s u s ,  i f  

Mus l i m s c h o l a r s h i p  ha s  n o t  f a l l e n  i n t o  t he  same e r r o r s  whi ch  

h a v e  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  C h r i s t i a n  a p p r o a c h e s  g e n e r a l l y ,  i t  h a s  

n a t u r a l l y  b e e n  b e s e t  by i t s  own c o n t e x t u a l  l i m i t a t i o n s .

Ag a i n  t h e s e  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  l a r g e r  i s s u e s — God,  man,  s i n  and  

s o  on— and e s p e c i a l l y  t o  t h e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  o f  t he  v a r i o u s  

Mus l i m h e r m e n e u t i c s  ( " o r t h o d o x "  S u n n i ,  b o t h  s c h o l a s t i c  and  

m y s t i c a l ,  " h e t e r o d o x "  S u f i ,  " o r t h o d o x "  Twe l v e r  S h i c T, e t c . )  

o n  t h e i r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h r o u g h o u t  i t s  

h i s t o r y ,  e a c h  g i v e n  s t r e a m  of  Mus l i m t h o u g h t  has  i n t e r a c t e d  

a p o l o g e t i c a l l y ,  no t  o n l y  w i t h  n o n - Mu s l i m  ( C h r i s t i a n ,  J e w i s h ,  

e t c . )  a p p r o a c h e s ,  b u t  a l s o  w i t h  t h e  a p p r o a c h e s  o f  o p p o s i n g  

o r  a l t e r n a t i v e  s t r e a m s  o f  Mus l i m t h o u g h t .  I n e v i t a b l y ,  t h e n ,  

a l l  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  a p p r o a c h e s  o f  t he  Mus l i ms  m a n i f e s t  t h e i r  

g i v e n  a p o l o g e t i c  c o n c e r n s  i n  t h e  k i n d s  of  q u e s t i o n s — w h e t h e r  

l e g i t i m a t e  o r  n o t — t h e y  h a v e  p u t  t o t h e i r  S c r i p t u r e ,  on each  

o f  t h e s e  i s s u e s .  S o ,  w h i l e  i n  e v e r y  i n s t a n c e  one may w e l l  

d i s c e r n  a  g e n u i n e  Q u r a n i c  i m p u l s e , 4 o t h e r  p o s t - Q u r a n i c  

c o n c e r n s  have  o f t e n  p l a y e d  t he  d e c i s i v e  r o l e  i n  t h e  

r e f o r m u l a t i o n  o f  Q u r a n i c  t h o u g h t  by t h e  v a r i o u s  Mus l i m 

g r o u p i n g s  or  by  t he  M u s l i m s ,  i n  g e n e r a l .

Of  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  a s t u d y  o f  t h i s  s i z e  

c o u l d  i n t e r a c t  wi t h  t h e  wh o l e  r a n g e  o f  Musl im v a r i a t i o n s  on 

e a c h  o f  o u r  t h r e e  c o n t e x t u a l  c o n c e r n s .  For  t h e  m o s t  p a r t ,

4 Of c o u r s e ,  a p o l o g e t i c s  f i g u r e  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t he  
r |f | Q u r ' a n  a l s o .  The i s s u e s  t h e r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a r e  e n t i r e l y  y i j a z i
^  ( a n d  f o r  t h e  mos t  p a r t  J a h i l i ) ;  h e n c e ,  t h e y  a r e  o f t e n  v e r y

d i f f e r e n t  f rom t h e  pos t - Mu h a mma d a n  i s s u e s .
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t h e n ,  t h i s  p a p e r  w i l l  o n l y  t o u c h  upon t h o s e  Mu s l i m 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  deemed p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l e v a n t  t o  i t s  m a j o r  

p o i n t s .

C
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I I :  GOD, MAN AND THE HUMAN SITUATION,  AS CONTEXT

The c o n c e r n  o f  t h i s  p a p e r  h a s  b e e n  d e f i n e d  a s  t h e  

l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  Q u r a n i c  J e s u s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  Q u r a n i c  

p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  God,  man and t h e  human s i t u a t i o n .  As we h a v e  

s u g g e s t e d ,  o u r  f i r s t  c o n c e r n  h e r e  mu s t  b e  w i t h  t h e  J a h i l i  

c o n t e x t  a d d r e s s e d  by t h e  Q u r ' a n .  H e n c e ,  we w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  

a b r i e f  i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  J a h i l i  W e l t a n s c h a u u n g ,  a s  b e i n g  

f o u n d a t i o n a l  t o  a n y  t r u e  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  w i t h  w h i c h  Muhammad a n d  h i s  

f o l l o w e r s  w e r e  c o n f r o n t e d  d u r i n g  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  p r o p h e t i c  

c a r e e r .

B e s i d e s  t h e  p a g a n s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  we r e  J e w i s h  and 

C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s  t o  be f o u n d  i n  Muhammad' s  H i j a z .  And,  

c l e a r l y ,  a s i g n i f i c a n t  n u mb e r  of  Q u r a n i c  p a s s a g e s  

s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s  t h e s e  c o m m u n i t i e s .  Muhammad p r e s e n t e d  

h i m s e l f  a s  t h e  l a s t  i n  t h e  l o n g  l i n e  of  p r o p h e t s ,  m o s t  of  

whom we r e  B i b l i c a l  p r o p h e t s ,  and t h a t  i n e v i t a b l y  s i g n i f i e d  

t h e  o p e n i n g  o f  a d i a l o g u e  b e t w e e n  h i m a n d  h i s  J e w i s h  a nd  

C h r i s t i a n  n e i g h b o u r s .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  v i s i o n  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  

a l m o s t  u n t i l  Muhammad' s  r a d i c a l  b r e a k  w i t h  t h e  J ews  i n  

M e d i n a  was on e  w h i c h  g e n e r a l l y  a n t i c i p a t e d  t h e  f u l l

7
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p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of  t h e  S c r i p t u a r i e s  i n  t h e  M u s l i m s '  

i c o n o c l a s t i c  p r o g r a m  ( a n d ,  s o ,  e x t e n d e d  t h e  a p p r o p r i a t e  

i n v i t a t i o n  t o  t h e m ) .

I t  wa s  t h a t  p r o g r a m ,  h o w e v e r ,  w h i c h  p r o v e d  t o  b e  t he  

s u p r e m e  p a s s i o n  o f  Muhammad' s  p r o p h e t i c  c a r e e r :  t h e  s u c c e s s

o f  t h a t  p r o g r a m  wa s  wh a t  was a l l - i m p o r t a n t .  B e s i d e  i t ,  t he  

c o o p e r a t i o n  and  s u p p o r t  o f  t h e  Jews  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s  m u s t  

a s s u m e  an e n t i r e l y  s e c o n d a r y  s t a t u s . 1 Muhammad' s  b a s i c  

m a n d a t e  i s  t h u s  s hown  t o  be t h e  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  h i s  p a g a n  

t r i b e s m e n  i n  Mecca  ( a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  e n t i r e  

r e g i o n )  t o  t h e  ' A b r a h a m i c  r e l i g i o n , '  o f  w h i c h  he b e l i e v e d  

God h a d  a p p o i n t e d  him t h e  l a s t  p r o p h e t i c  m o u t h p i e c e .  I t  was 

t o  t h i s  e r a d i c a t i o n  of  i d o l a t r y  and i t s  l a r g e r  e t h i c a l  

e f f e c t s  t h a t  he  d e v o t e d  t h e  g r e a t e r  p a r t  o f  h i s  c a r e e r ;  and,  

o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  was h e r e  t h a t  he  was s o  e m i n e n t l y  s u c c e s s f u l . a 

R e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  P e o p l e  of  t h e  Book ,  t h e n ,

1Muhammad' s  s i n g l e - m i n d e d n e s s  h e r e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
a b u n d a n t l y  e v i d e n t  f rom w h a t  i s  known o f  h i s  u l t i m a t e l y  
s e v e r e  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  t h e  J e w i s h  t r i b e s  i n  Me d i n a  and  
e l s e w h e r e  a n d  o f  h i s  l a t e r  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h o s e  C h r i s t i a n  
g r o u p s  u n w i l l i n g  t o  s u b m i t  t o  h i s  ( p r o p h e t i c )  l e a d e r s h i p .
On t h i s ,  s e e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  W. Mo n t g o me r y  W a t t ,  Muhammad a t  
M e d i n a  ( L o n d o n :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 6 ) ,  p p .  1 1 6 - 1 7 ,  1 9 2 - 2 2 0 .

3At t i m e s  o p t i m i s t i c  a b o u t  Muhammad ' s  p r o p h e t i c  
a c c e p t a n c e  by  H i j a z T  J e w i s h  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  t h e  
Q u r ' a n  e v i d e n c e s  n e i t h e r  t h e  s a m e  e x t e n t  n o r  t h e  same 
u r g e n c y  o f  a p p e a l  t o w a r d s  t hem a s  t o w a r d s  t h e  p a g a n s .  The 
g r e a t  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  o c c u r r e d  i n  t h e  e a r l y  Me d i n a n  
p e r i o d ,  when t h e  J e w s '  t e n t a t i v e  s u p p o r t  o f  what  was  
Q u r a n i c a l l y  p e r c e i v e d  a s  t h e  common c a u s e  ( i . e .  t o  t a k e  
Mec c a  i n  t h e  name o f  God) was g r a d u a l l y  r e p l a c e d  b y  t h e i r  
u n d e r m i n i n g  d i s s e n t .  B u t ,  a s  t h e  o u t c o me  o f  t h o s e  r e l a t i o n s  
d e m o n s t r a t e s ,  Muhammad' s  o r i g i n a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  Jews  was  
f o r  t h e  mos t  p a r t  u n s u c c e s s f u l ,  and t h e  Q u r ' a n  r e p l a c e s  i t s  
u r g e n t  a p p e a l s  t o  t h e  J e ws  w i t h  i t s  s t r o n g  c e n s u r e  o f  t h e m .
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c o n t e x t u a l  p r i o r i t y  must  be  g i v e n  t o t h e  c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  

p a g a n i s m  t o w h i c h  mo s t  o f  t h e  J a h i l l  A r a b s  a d h e r e d .  The 

l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t h i s  p o i n t  w i l l ,  we b e l i e v e ,  be  e v i d e n t  

c o n t i n u a l l y  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  c o u r s e  of  o u r  s t u d y  h e r e .

The T h e o l o g y  o f  J a h i l i y y a

E v e r y w h e r e  a s s umed  i n  t h e  Q u r ' S n ,  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  

God i s  n e v e r  t h e r e  a r g u e d .  Th i s  f o l l o w s  f r om t he  f a c t  t h a t  

t o  none o f  t h e  t h r e e  b a s i c  g r o u p i n g s  o f  Muhammad' s  o r i g i n a l  

a u d i e n c e — p o l y t h e i s t i c  i d o l a t e r s ,  ahl  a l - K i t a b , 3 and  Mus l i m

3 Th i s  c a t e g o r y  was c o m p r i s e d  o f  t h e  o n l y  n o n - p a g a n  
c o m m u n i t i e s  i n  e x i s t e n c e  i n  A r a b i a  p r i o r  t o t h e  h i j r a ;  t h a t  
i s ,  t h e  J e w i s h  and C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s .  T h a t  t h e  t j a n l f s  
a r e  n e v e r  a d d r e s s e d  by t h e  Q u r ' a n  r e f l e c t s  t h e i r  h a v i n g  no 
communal  s t a t u s .  Wh i l e  t h e  s a me n e s s  o f  t h e i r  t h o u g h t  and 
p i e t y ,  b r o a d l y  s p e a k i n g ,  j u s t i f i e s  o u r  c o n s i d e r i n g  them a 
s i n g l e  g r o u p i n g ,  t h e i r  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  b e n t  t o w a r d s  
i n d i v i d u a l i s m  k e p t  t hem f r om a c h i e v i n g  any o r g a n i z e d  
momentum:  o n l y  i u  Muhammad' s  v i s i o n  a nd  dynamism d i d  t h a t
r e l i g i o u s  t r a d i t i o n  m a n i f e s t  i t s e l f  i n  a r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l  
c o mmu n i t y  of  a n y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  ( a t  l e a s t  i n  t h e  I J i j a z ) .

F o r  a g e n e r a l  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o t h e  h a n l f s ,  s e e  £ I 2 , 
s . v .  " H a n T f , "  by W. Mont gomery W a t t .  What  a p p e a r s  t o  us t o  
be t h e  e x c e s s i v e  c a u t i o n  o f  Wat t  and o t h e r  r e c e n t  w r i t e r s  
a s s e s s i n g  t he  £ a n ! f s  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  be  c o r r e c t e d  by t he  
b a l a n c e d  a p p r o a c h  o f  T o s h i h i k o  I z u t s u  i n  God and Man i n  t h e  
K o r a n :  S e m a n t i c s  o f  t h e  K o r a n i c  W e l t a n s c h a u u n g  ( Tokyo:  Ke i o
I n s t i t u t e  of  C u l t u r a l  and L i n g u i s t i c  S t u d i e s ,  1 9 6 4 ) ,  pp.  
1 1 2 - 1 8 .  The c a u t i o n  t o  wh i c h  we r e f e r  may w e l l  be a imed a t  
c o r r e c t i n g  t h e  e x c e s s e s  of  an e a r l i e r  g e n e r a t i o n  of  W e s t e r n  
o r i e n t a l i s t s  who c o n s i s t e n t l y  s o u g h t  t o  l o c a t e  t he  " s o u r c e  
o f  Muhammad' s  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t "  i n  t h e  t h o u g h t  of  a n o t h e r  
r e l i g i o u s  communi t y  ( J e w i s h  o r  C h r i s t i a n ,  e t c . ) .  To t h a t  
e n d ,  t h e  h a n l f s  were  o f t e n t i m e s  e mp l o y e d  as  mere  mi d d l e me n .  
The m a j o r  e x a mp l e s  o f  t h e  c a u s a l  a p p r o a c h  a r e  R. B e l l ' s  The  
O r i g i n  o f  I s l a m  i n  I t s  C h r i s t i a n  E n v i r o n m e n t , The Gunn i ng  
L e c t u r e s ,  Ed i n b u r g h  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1925 ( Lo n d o n :  F r ank  Cass  & 
C o . ,  1968)  and C.  C. T o r r e y ' s  J e w i s h  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  I s l a m , 
w i t h  an I n t r o d u c t i o n  by F r a n z  R o s e n t h a l  (New York:  Kt a v  
P u b l i s h i n g  Ho u s e ,  1 9 6 7 ) .

So f a c i l e  an a p p r o a c h  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t he  
r e d u c t i o n i s t i c  n a t u r e  of  s u c h  s c h e m e s .  Mus l i ms  ha ve  c h a r g e d  
t h a t  t h e y  f a i l  m i s e r a b l y  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  o r i g i n a l i t y  of
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d e v o t e e s - - w a s  G o d ' s  e x i s t e n c e  e v e r  i n  q u e s t i o n . 4 What  wa s  

i n  q u e s t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  wa s  j u s t  how t h e  C r e a t o r  God was  t o  

b e  v i e w e d .  And t h i s  i s s u e ,  w e l d e d  i n s e p a r a b l y  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  

t h e  a s s e r t i o n  o f  Muhammad ' s  p r o p h e t h o o d ,  i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

t h e o l o g i c a l  i s s u e  o f  Muhammadan p r e a c h i n g  a s  we h a v e  i t  i n  

t h e  Q u r ' a n :  c l e a r l y ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  ha s  a s  one o f  i t s  two 

p r i m a r y  o b j e c t i v e s  t h e  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  o f  a  t r u e  c o n c e p t i o n  of  

God and h i s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  man a n d ,  c o n v e r s e l y ,  t h e  

o v e r t h r o w  of  a l l  f o r m s  of  s h i r k  o r  " a s s o c i a t i o n i s t " 5 

t h i n k i n g .

Q u r a n i c  t h o u g h t ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  b e i n g — by i t s  own a d m i s s i o n - -  
c o m p l e m e n t a r y  t o  ( i n d e e d ,  e v e n  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f )  t he  
e a r l i e r .  B i b l i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n s .  And t h e i r  c r i t i c i s m  i s  t o  be 
h e e d e d ,  s o  l o n g  as  i t  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  t r u l y  h i s t o r i c a l  n a t u r e  
o f  t h e  Q u r a n i c  m e s s a g e ,  a p o i n t  w h i c h  l a t e r  Mus l i m 
u n d e r s t a n d i n g s  o f  t a n z l l  h a v e  o f t e n  s o u g h t  t o  s u p p r e s s .

4 The p a g a n ' s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  God ( A l l a h )  
i s  ampl y  d o c u me n t e d  b o t h  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  and  i n  e x t r a - Q u r a n i c  
s o u r c e s .  On t h i s ,  s e e  I z u t s u ,  God and Man , p p .  1 0 0 - 0 5 ,  1 0 9 -  
1 9 .

5 By " a s s o c i a t i o n i s t , "  I r e f e r  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t o  t h a t  
d i m i n i s h i n g  of  t h e  d i v i n e  g l o r y  a n d  u n i q u e n e s s  i n h e r e n t  i n  
t h e  J a h i l i  a s c r i p t i o n  of  ' a s s o c i a t e s '  o r  ' p e e r s '  ( s h u r a k a ' )  
t o  God.  I n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  s h i r k  c o v e r s  a n y t h i n g  s h o r t  o f  a 
m o n o t h e i s t i c  o r  U n i t a r i a n  v i e w  o f  God,  w h e t h e r  i m p l i c i t l y  o r  
e x p l i c i t l y  p o l y t h e i s t i c .  H e n c e ,  " a s s o c i a t i o n i s t "  h e r e  b e a r s  
no r e l a t i o n  t o  t h e  a s s o c i a t i o n i s m  of  mod e r n  W e s t e r n  
p h i l o s o p h y .

W h i l e  i t  wo u l d  be g o i n g  t o o  f a r  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  a n y  
s o r t  o f  m a n - l i k e  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  God i s  t o  be  i n c l u d e d  
h e r e ,  i t  i s  a r g u a b l e  ( a s  w i l l  become  c l e a r  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  
o u r  d i s c u s s i o n )  t h a t  t h e  s e e d s  o f  t h i s  l a t e r  Mus l i m 
c o n c l u s i o n  a r e  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  God.  
T h a t  t h e r e  i s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  no t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  
n o t i o n  o f  i n c a r n a t i o n  w i l l  become e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  
c o u r s e  o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  d i s c u s s i o n s .

I t  goes  w i t h o u t  s a y i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  no a w a r e n e s s  of  t h e  f i n e r  p o i n t s  o f  
C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g y ,  b y  w h i c h  God i s  c o n c e i v e d  i n  
t r i n i t a r i a n — a n d ,  h e n c e ,  U n i t a r i a n — t e r m s  ( t h i s  u s e  o f  
" U n i t a r i a n "  comes  f r o m  E r n e s t  Ha h n ,  " C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  I s l a m  a n d  
t h e  M i s s i o n  of  t h e  C h u r c h , "  p u b l i c  l e c t u r e  g i v e n  a t  S t .
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Mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t  i n  a n y  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t he  

c h a r a c t e r  o f  Q u r a n i c  m o n o t h e i s m ,  w i t h  i t s  q u i t e  u n p a r a l l e l e d  

s e n s e  of  t h e  d i v i n e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e , 8 i s  some a w a r e n e s s  of  t h e  

s o r t  o f  i d o l a t r o u s  p o l y t h e i s m  i n t o  whi ch  Muhammad' s  f e l l o w  

t r i b e s m e n  ha d  g e n e r a l l y  f a l l e n  and w h i c h ,  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  

t h e  m o w  d e f i l e d  A b r a h a m i c  Kae b a ,  e v e n t u a l l y  g a v e  t he  

Muhammadan m i s s i o n  i t s  c u l t i c  i m p e r a t i v e . 7 Beyond t h e i r  

a s s u m p t i o n  o f  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  God a s  t h e  p r i m o r d i a l  S o u r c e  

of  c r e a t i o n — a common f e a t u r e  i n  a n i m i s t i c - p o l y t h e i s t i c  

b e l i e f 8 — t h e  Qu r a y s h  h o n o u r e d  God w i t h  t h e  a s c r i p t i o n ,  " L o r d  

of  t h e  Kac b a , "  g i v i n g  h i m t h e  p l a c e  i n  t h e i r  s o - c a l l e d

Enoch P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  H a m i l t o n ,  O n t . ,  May 21,  1 9 8 7 ) .  
A c c o r d i n g l y ,  Yus u f  A l i ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  t h a l S t h a  i n  4 : 1 7 1  
and 5 : 7 3  a s  " T r i n i t y "  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  u n w a r r a n t e d .

6S e e  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  b e l o w ,  p p .  4 4 - 5 0 .

7 I t  s h o u l d  be b o r n e  i n  mind t h a t  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  b e l i e f  
and p r a c t i c e  f o u n d  o b j e c t i o n a b l e  by t h e  Q u r ' a n  was t h e  
o r g a n i z e d  p o l y t h e i s m  o f  t h e  K a e b a ,  a n d  n o t  a n i m i s m - a n c e s t o r  
w o r s h i p ,  w h i c h  i s  p r o b a b l y  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  t h e  r e a l  home o f  
J a h i l i  p o p u l a r  r e l i g i o n  and ,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  o f  w h i c h  t h e  
f o r m e r  was d o u b t l e s s  t o  a l a r g e  d e g r e e  a mer e  c u l t i c  
o v e r l a y .  On t h i s ,  s e e :  J o s e p h  H e n n i n g e r ,  " P r e - I s l a m i c
B e d o u i n  R e l i g i o n , "  S t u d i e s  on  I s l a m , t r a n s .  and  ed .  M e r l i n  
L. S w a r t z  (New Yo r k :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  p .  15.  
S i n c e  i t  i s  o n l y  t h a t  c u l t i c  o v e r l a y  ( o r  e l s e ,  s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  
t h e  p r o m o t i o n  of  t h e  a n i m i s t i c  j i n n  t o  t h e  r a n k  o f  d e i t y ,  a s  
i n  3 4 : 4 1  a n d  3 7 : 1 5 8 )  w h i c h  t h e  Q u r ' a n  v i e w s  as  a  s e r i o u s  
t h r e a t  t o  s o u n d  r e l i g i o n  ( i . e .  t o  i t s  key  i s s u e  o f  d i v i n e  
u n i t y ) ,  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  i n q u i r y  o m i t s  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of  
t h e  a n i m i s t i c  s i d e  o f  H i j a z I  p a g a n i s m .  On t h i s ,  s e e :  H. A.
R. G i b b ,  S t u d i e s  on  t h e  C i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  I s l a m , e d s .  W i l l i a m  
R. P o l k  and  S t a n f o r d  J .  Shaw ( B o s t o n :  Be a c o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  
pp.  1 7 9 - 8 2 ,  and Duncan B l a c k  Ma c Do n a l d ,  The R e l i g i o u s  
A t t i t u d e  a n d  L i f e  i n  I s l a m  ( C h i c a g o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  
P r e s s ,  1 9 0 9 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  New York:  AMS P r e s s ,  1 9 7 0 ) .

*For  a  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  ' h i g h  g o d '  
commonl y f o u n d  i n  a n i m i s t i c  a n d  p o l y t h e i s t i c  b e l i e f ,  s e e  The  
E n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  R e l i g i o n ,  1987 e d . ,  s . v .  " S u p r e me  B e i n g s , "  
by L a w r e n c e  E.  S u l l i v a n .
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f  ' a b s e n t e e  p r e s i d e n t , '  a s o r t  o f  d e u s  o t i o s u s ,  

i f f e r e n t  t o  t h e  n e e d s  a n d ,  mor e  i m p o r t a n t ,  t o  t h e  

t i o n  o f  man .  Of p r i m a r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  was  h i s  

s o u r c e  a n d  s h a r e r  o f  d i v i n i t y ,  t h e  p r o g e n i t o r  o f  

t h  whom man had t o  do ( s i n c e  t h e y ,  s t a n d i n g  

and God,  we r e  t h o u g h t  t o  h a v e  p o w e r s  of  

m e d i a t i o n  w i t h  God a s  t h e i r  f a m i l y  o r  t r i b a l  h e a d ) . 10

I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  A l l a h  was  b e l i e v e d  t o  h a v e  d i r e c t l y  

f a t h e r e d  t h e  t h r e e  m a j o r  g o d d e s s e s  o f  t h e  r e g i o n ,  a l - L a t , 

M a n a t , a n d  a l - c U z z a , who t o g e t h e r  w i t h  Huba l  w e r e  t h e  f o c a l  

p o i n t s  i n  t h e  w o r s h i p  o f  t h e  Kac b a . t l  Wh i l e  Manat  was  

c o n s i d e r e d  a g o d d e s s  o f  F a t e ,  h e r  two s i s t e r s  a p p e a r  t o  h a v e  

r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  m o r n i n g  and e v e n i n g  p h a s e s  of  t h e  p l a n e t  

V e n u s .  J o s e p h  H e n n i n g e r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h i s  a s t r a l  

a s s o c i a t i o n  may s i g n i f y  a s e c o n d a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t ,  b u t  w h e t h e r  

t h e  p r i m a r y  d e v e l o p m e n t  had b e e n  f r o m  t h e  l e v e l  of  

p o l y d a e m o n i s t i c  j i n n  t o  t h a t  o f  p o l y t h e i s t i c  g o d d e s s e s  (by

“H e n n i n g e r  d o u b t s  w h e t h e r  t h e  c h a o t i c  p i c t u r e  
p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  mass  o f  J a h i l X  g o d s  w a r r a n t s  t h e  u s e  o f  t h e  
t e r m  p a n t h e o n ,  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  B e d o u i n  r e l i g i o n ,  a t  l e a s t ;  
e ven  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a n  Ar ab  n a t i o n a l  r e l i g i o n ,  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  a d o p t i o n  of  a  s e d e n t a r y  mode o f  l i f e ,  was s e e m i n g l y  a t  
s u c h  an  e a r l y  s t a g e  t h a t  t h e  t e r m  may s u g g e s t  f a r  mor e  o f  a  
r e l i g i o u s  i n t e g r a t i o n  t h a n  h a d  y e t  o c c u r r e d .  " P r e - I s l a m i c  
B e d o u i n  R e l i g i o n , "  p .  11 .

t o W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  no e x t r a - Q u r a n i c  d o c u m e n t a t i o n  f o r  
t h i s  p o i n t ,  i t s  m a j o r  t r e a t m e n t  i n  t h e  Q u r ' I n  ma kes  i t  
d i f f i c u l t  t o  d i s c o u n t :  n o t  o n l y  d o e s  t h e  Q u r ' a n  r e p e a t e d l y
po s i * ’ s u c h  a  J a h i l i  b e l i e f  a n d  p r a c t i c e ,  b u t  t h e  e n t i r e  
Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t  o f  m e d i a t i o n - i n t e r c e s s i o n  be come s  
u n i n t e l l i g i b l e  wi i . h o u t  t h e  a c t u a l  e x i s t e n c e  o f  s u c h  a n  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  p i e t y .

“ S e e  t h e  a r t i c l e s  on a l - L a t , M a n a t , a l - ^ U z z a ,  H u b a l , 
and K a e ba i n  b o t h  S E I  a n d  E l 9 .

£  p a n t h e o n 9 o

r e m o t e ,  i n d

m o r a l  c o n d i  

r o l e  a s  t h e  

t h e  gods  w i  

b e t w e e n  man
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o  v i r t u e  o f  t h e i r  a l l e g e d  d i v i n e  d e s c e n t )  o r  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e

l e v e l  o f  g o d d e s s e s  ( i . e .  wi t h  no p r i o r  a n c e s t o r - j i n n  

a s s o c i a t i o n s )  c a n n o t  be s a i d .  I n  a n y  c a s e ,  t h e i r  d i v i n e  

d a u g h t e r h o o d  e l e v a t e d  t hem a bove  t h e  nume r ous  ( m e r e l y )  j i n n -  

a s s o c i a t e d  t r i b a l  g o d s .  O t h e r s  of  t h e  Q u r a y s h I  gods  may 

have  r e p r e s e n t e d  a t m o s p h e r i c  d e i t i e s ,  p e r h a p s  t h e  

h y p o s t a t i z e d  a t t r i b u t e s  o f  a c r e a t o r  god ( d i s c e r n i b l e  i n  

Quzah,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a r e  t h e  f e a t u r e s  o f  a s t o r m  g o d ) , 12

I n  w h a t  was p e r h a p s  i n t e n d e d  t o  h a ve  t h e  a p p e a r a n c e  

o f  a g r a n d  g e s t u r e  o f  r e l i g i o u s  t o l e r a t i o n ,  t h e  b u s i n e s s -  

mi nded  Q u r a y s h 13 h a d  i n c l u d e d  a l l  t h e  gods  w o r s h i p p e d  by 

r e g i o n a l  t r i b e s ,  by p r e s e n t  and p e r h a p s  e v e n  p o t e n t i a l  

t r a d i n g  p a r t n e r s ,  i n  t h e i r  Meccan s h r i n e .  N o t a b l e  h e r e  was 

t h e i r  i n c l u s i o n  of  an i mage  o r  i c o n  o f  b o t h  J e s u s ,  whose 

d i v i n e  ' S o n s h i p '  wo u l d  h a v e  p l a c e d  h i m i n  t h e  same c l a s s  as  

t h e  l o c a l  g o d d e s s e s  ( i . e .  i n  p a g a n  t h i n k i n g )  as  t h e  d i r e c t  

o f f s p r i n g  of  God,  a n d  Mary ( M a ry am) , who wo u l d  h a v e  been  

c a t e g o r i z e d  b y  t he  Me c c ans  as on e  of  t h e  ' w i v e s '  o r  

' c o n s o r t s '  o f  G o d . 1A

.•* r

1 2" P r e - I s l a m i c  Bed o u i n  R e l i g i o n , "  p p .  1 1 - 1 2 .

1 3 I t  wa s  n o t  c o i n c i d e n t a l ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e  p r e -  
I s l a m i c  Meccan p i l g r i m a g e  c o i n c i d e d  w i t h  t h e  r e g i o n a l  t r a d e  
f a i r  a l s o  h e l d  t h e r e ;  i n  f a c t ,  t h e  l a t t e r  was  o n l y  made 
p o s s i b l e  by t h e  o b s e r v a n c e  of  t h e  s a c r e d  mon t h  ( w i t h  i t s  
p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  k i l l i n g ) .  In any  c a s e ,  s u c h  ' d o u b l e  b i l l i n g 1 
i s  i n d i c a t i v e  o f  t h e  e x t e n t  t o wh i c h  r e l i g i o n  f u n c t i o n e d  as  
a means t o  t h e  end o f  e conomi c  e x p a n s i o n .  M. J .  K i s t e r ,  
S t u d i e s  i n  J S h i l i y y a  and E a r l y  I s l a m  ( Lo n d o n :  Va r i o r um 
R e p r i n t s ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  p p .  7 6 - 7 7 .

1 * £ I a , s . v .  " Ka cb a , "  by A.  J .  We n s i n c k .
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The most  s i g n i f i c a n t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  J e s u s  and h i s  

m o t h e r  on t h e  one  hand and t h e  l o c a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  t h e  

" f a m i l y  o f  t he  g o d s "  on  t h e  o t h e r  was  p r e c i s e l y  t h a t  of  

l o c a l i t y ,  f o r  J e s u s  and  Mary were  o b v i o u s l y  i m p o r t e d  d e i t i e s  

( 4 3 : 5 7 - 5 8 ) .  And i n  a l l  s uch  p o l y t h e i s t i c  t h i n k i n g  l o c a l i t y  

( i n c l u d i n g  t r i b a l  a f f i l i a t i o n )  i s  o f  t h e  e s s e n c e :  m

g e n e r a l ,  t h e  g o d d e s s e s  of  t h e  r e g i o n  woul d  have  been t h o u g h t  

e f f e c t i v e l y  t o p r e s i d e  o v e r  t h e i r  g i v e n  l o c a l i t i e s ;  beyond  

t he  home t e r r i t o r y  ( i . e .  t he  e a r t h l y  s e a t  of  a u t h o r i t y )  of 

e a c h ,  any c o n t e s t  b e t w e e n  t hem m i g h t  have  been  p r e s u me d  a 

d i v i n e  t o s s - u p .

I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  s u r m i s e  w h e t h e r  t h e r e  was among 
t h e  p r o p h e t s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  p i c t u r e d  i n  t h e  Kac ba any 
d i s t i n c t i v e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  t he  
H i j l z  and b e y o n d .  Whi l e  t h e r e  may b e  no e v i d e n c e  f o r  i t ,  i t  
seems p l a u s i b l e  t h a t  due  t o  h i s  p r o m i n e n c e  i n  p o s t - e x i l i c  
J u d a i s m  E z r a  ( aU z a y r ) was  i n c l u d e d  t h e r e .  Th i s  may h e l p  
c l a r i f y  t h e  r e f e r e n c e  i n  9 : 30  t o  t h e  o t h e r w i s e  i n e x p l i c a b l e  
J e w i s h  a s c r i p t i o n  o f  d i v i n e  s o n s h i p  t o  h i m,  m  t h a t  i t  woul d  
a l l o w  f o r  t h e  o p t i o n  t h a t  s u c h  an a s c r i p t i o n  a c t u a l l y  
r e p r e s e n t e d ,  not  J e w i s h  b e l i e f  i t s e l f ,  b u t  t h e  p o p u l a r  
Meccan u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  i t .

Yus uf  A l i ' s  e x p l a n a t i o n  o f  t h e  t r o u b l e s o m e  v e r s e  by 
a s s e r t i n g  t h a t  J u d a i s m  made f r e e  u s e  of  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  " s o n s  
of  God' 1 ( The Holy  Q u r ' a n :  T r a n s l a t i o n  and Commentary  [ n . p . :
Ame r i c a n  T r u s t  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 7 7 ] ,  p .  448 ,  n.  1283;  c f .  p.  
247,  n .  718)  o b s c u r e s  f a r  more t h a n  i t  c l a r i f i e s .  Old 
T e s t a m e n t  u s a g e  o f  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  s i n g u l a r  i s  q u i t e  
d i f f e r e n t  f r o m  t h a t  of  t h e  p l u r a l .  Hence ,  i t  i s  h i g h l y  
u n l i k e l y  t h a t  m a i n s t r e a m  J ews ,  h o w e v e r  p o o r l y  t a u g h t ,  c o u l d  
have  c o n f u s e d  t h e  t wo .  P e r h a p s  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  of  s u c h  a 
p o s i t i o n  l e d  BaygSwI  t o  p o s t u l a t e  t h e  e x i s t e n c e  o f  a 
h e r e t i c a l  s e c t  of  Jews  who had t h u s  e x a l t e d  E z r a  t o t h e  
s t a t u s  of  a d e i t y  ( A nwar  a l - T a n z I l  v a - A s r a r  a l - T a ' w I l t on 
9 : 3 0 ) .  T h e r e  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a c o m p l e t e  a b s e n c e  o f  e v i d e n c e  
f o r  s u c h  a s e c t  o f  J e ws ,  w h e t h e r  i n  A r a b i a  o r  e l s e w h e r e .
(Of c o u r s e ,  s u c h  a p o s t u l a t e  i s  r e m i n i s c e n t  o f  t h a t  commonly 
p u t  f o r w a r d  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  t r i t h e i s t i c  v i s i o n  o f  
C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f  [ e . g .  5 : 1 1 6 - 1 8 ] ,  To t h i s  w r i t e r ,  n e i t h e r  
p o s t u l a t e  i n c r e a s e s  t h e  c r e d i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n . )
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No d o u b t ,  t h e  g o d ( s )  of  a n y  of  t h e  m a j o r  f o r e i g n  

powe r s  woul d  h a v e  h a d  t h e i r  a p p e a l  i n  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  of  t h e i r  

i m p e r i a l  a c h i e v e m e n t s .  B u t ,  r o o t e d  i n  t he  f i e r c e l y  

i n d e p e n d e n t  p r i d e  o f  t he  Qu r a y s h  ( a s  o f  t he  H i j a z i  Arabs  

g e n e r a l l y )  and  bound t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a m u l t i t u d e  of  a n i m i s t i c  

a n d  1i t h o l a t r o u s 15 p r a c t i c e s ,  Meccan r e l i g i o u s  p i e t y  was not  

a b o u t  t o  be s w a l l o w e d  up by t he  v a r i o u s  f o r e i g n  

a l t e r n a t i v e s ,  C h r i s t i a n ,  J e w i s h  and P e r s i a n .  Of c o u r s e ,  to 

h a v e  a d o p t e d  a n y  of  them woul d  h a v e  s e v e r e l y  l i m i t e d  t he  

ec o n o mi c  p r o s p e c t s  o f  t he  Qu r a y s h  i n  t h e i r  l u c r a t i v e  r o l e  as  

mi d d l e me n  on t h e  l u x u r y  g o o d s  t r a d e  r o u t e s  f r om I n d i a  and 

A f r i c a  t o  t he  B y z a n t i n e  a n d  S a s s a n i a n  w o r l d s .  For  d o u b t l e s s  

t h e  c o n t i n u e d  ( i d o l a t r o u s )  r e l i g i o u s  i n d e p e n d e n c e  o f  t he  

\ Qu r a y s h  woul d  have  b e e n  f a r  p r e f e r a b l e  t o  e i t h e r  ma j o r

b u y i n g  p a r t n e r  t han  t h e i r  a f f i l i a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  r e l i g i o n  o r  

r e l i g i o n s  of  t h e  o p p o s i n g  e m p i r e . 16

1 5 R. D u s s a u d ' s  a r g u me n t  t h a t  t h e  t erm ' l i t h o l a t r y '  
e x p r e s s e s  a f a l s e  i d e a  " b a s e d  on a t o t a l  l a c k  of  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  r i t e s ” m  t h a t  " i t  i s  n o t  t o t h e  s t o n e  
i t s e l f  t h a t  t h e  w o r s h i p p e r  g i v e s  h i s  a d o r a t i o n ,  b u t  t o  t h e  
god  whi ch  i t  c o n t a i n s , "  i . e .  as a d w e l l i n g  p l a c e  ( q u o t e d  by 
H e n n i n g e r ,  " P r e - I s l a m i c  Bedou i n  R e l i g i o n , "  p .  8 ) ,  s eems  t o  
d e n y  t h e  r e a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  v i s i b l e  o b j e c t  o f  w o r s h i p  
a s ,  i n  some s e n s e ,  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  i n v i s i b l e .  The 
same a r g u me n t  may be made w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  to t h e  t e r m  
' i d o l a t r y , '  b u t  a g a i n  t h e r e  to s a y ,  i n  i t s  u s e ,  t h a t  i d o l s  
a r e  v i s i b l y  w o r s h i p p e d  i s  n e v e r  t o  d e n y  the  i d o l s  t h e i r  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a s p e c t ;  r a t h e r ,  t h a t  i s  q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y  t o  be 
a s s umed  i n  any p r o p e r  use  o f  t he  t e r m.

l s Tha t  t h e  S a s s a n i a n s  o f f i c i a l l y  e n c o u r a g e d ,  f i r s t ,  
J u d a i s m  a n d ,  t h e n ,  f o l l o w i n g  t he  o r g a n i z a t i o n  of  t h e  
S a s s a n i a n - b a s e d  N e s t o r i a n  Chur ch  i n  457 A. D. ,  N e s t o r i a n i s m  
( a l o n g  w i t h  t h e i r  own Mag i a n - Ma z d e a n  t r a d i t i o n ,  of  c o u r s e )  
as  p r o p h y l a c t i c s  a g a i n s t  t h e  re 1 i g i o - p o l i t i c a 1 a p p e a l  of  
B y z a n t i n e  C h r i s t i a n i t y  makes  t h i s  p o i n t  q u i t e  c l e a r .
M a r s h a l l  G. S.  Hodgs on ,  The V e n t u r e  o f  I s l a m , 3 v o l s .
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P e r h a p s  most  v i t a l  t o  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  t h e  

i d o l a t r y  so s t r o n g l y  d e c r i e d  by t h e  Q u r ' a n  i s  t he  f a c t  t h a t  

p r e - I s l a m i c  b e l i e f  i n  a p l u r a l i t y  of  g o d s  was  f i r m l y  r o o t e d  

m  t he  p r e s u p p o s i t i o n  t h a t  d e a t h  was t h e  f i n a l  end of  ma n ’ s 

e v a n e s c e n t  e x i s t e n c e ,  t h a t  b e l i e f  i n  a  h e r e a f t e r  beyond  t h e  

bou n d s  o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t  wo r l d  was u n t h i n k a b l e .  As T o s h i h i k o  

I z u t s u  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  i t  was p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  w o r l d l y -  

m i n d e d n e s s  w h i c h  i s s u e d  m  t he  " d e s p e r a t e  s o r t  of  h e d o n i s m"  

so a b h o r r e d  by t he  Q u r ' a n :  s i n c e  human e x i s t e n c e  was  h e l d

t o  be e s s e n t i a l l y  f u t i l e ,  v o l u p t u o u s  i n d u l g e n c e — w i n e ,  women 

and s o n g — a f f o r d e d  t h e  i l l u s i o n  o f  t r a n s c e n d i n g  o n e ’ s 

i n s i g n i f i c a n c e  and e p h e m e r a l i t y 17 by m e r e l y  d u l l i n g  the 

p a i n ,  a s  i t  we r e .  b e s i d e s  s uch  p l e a s u r e - s e e k i n g ,  b e l i e f  m  

t h e  v a n i t y  of  m a n ' s  e x i s t e n c e  showed i t s e l f  i n  a g e n e r a l
J

c o n t e mp t  f o r  human l i f e ,  a s  m  t h e  c a l l o u s  d i s p o s a l  of  

u n wa n t e d  i n f a n t  d a u g h t e r s  and  t h e  a b u s e  of  o r p h a n s  and 

o t h e r s  o f  s o c i e t y ' s  d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d .

F i g u r i n g  l a r g e l y  i n  t h i s  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  l i f e  a s  

e s s e n t i a l l y  f u t i l e ,  was  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  Time o r  Fa t e  ( D a h r ) , 

an i m p e r s o n a l  f o r c e  p e r v a d i n g  t h e  u n i v e r s e  a s  i t s  r e a l

( C h i c a g o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ch i c a g o  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 4 ) ,  1 : 1 3 0 - 3 ! ,  a n d  
J .  S.  T r i m i n g h a m ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  Among t h e  Ar abs  i n  P r e -  
I s l a m i c  T imes  ( L o n d o n :  Longman,  1979;  B e i r u t :  L i b r a i r i e  du 
L i b a n ,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  p .  260.

He n c e ,  B y z a n t i n e  and h e t e r o d o x  ( i . e .  n o n - B y z a n t i n e )  
e x p r e s s i o n s  of  C h r i s t i a n i t y  a r e  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  f u n c t i o n a l l y  
d i s t i n c t  r e l i g i o n s ,  due  of  c o u r s e  t o t h e  g i v e n n e s s  o f  t he  
i n t e g r a t i o n  of  r e l i g i o u s  a n d  p o l i t i c a l  s t r u c t u r e  ( t h e  
m a r r i a g e  o f  Ch u r c h  a n d  S t a t e — a l b e i t  a ' common l aw'  one i n  
t h e  S a s s a n i a n  c a s e )  i n  t h e  t h i n k i n g  of  a l l .

17E t h i c o - R e l i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  ( M o n t r e a l :
Mc Gi l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 ) ,  p .  53;  s e e  a l s o  pp.  4 5 - 5 4 .
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c o n t r o l l e r . 18 D o u b t l e s s  t h i s  n o t i o n  a r o s e  i n  r e s p o n s e  to 

two t h i n g s .  On t h e  one h a n d ,  i t  was a r e a c t i o n  t o  

i d o l a t r y ' s  h u m a n i z a t i o n  o f  God— i t s  b e l i e f  i n  t h e  g e n e r a l  

c o n f u s i o n  a n d  i m p o t e n c e  of  G o d ' s  r u l e  o v e r  t he  c r e a t i o n — 

a f f i r m i n g  t h a t  a b s o l u t e  o r d e r  d i d  e x i s t  i n  t he  u n i v e r s e .

Even more v i t a l ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  n o t i o n  a r o s e  m  

r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  J a h i l l  i n s i s t e n c e  on m a n ' s  b a s i c  

i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  t o  God and t h e  m e a n i n g l e s s n e s s  o f  m a n ' s  

l i f e ,  f o r  t h e  u n i v e r s e ' s  o r d e r  i s  t h u s  made e x t e r n a l  t o  God,  

i n  F a t e ' s  m e c h a n i s t i c  i n e v i t a b i l i t y .  Dahr  most  o f t e n  

a p p e a r s  i n  p r e - I s l a m i c  p o e t r y ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t he  

e s s e n t i a l  u n p r e d i c t a b l i 1 i t y  and  v i n d i c t i v e n e s s  o f  l i f e ,  wi t h  

m a n ' s  s m a l l n e s s  a nd  f u t i l i t y ,  i n  g e n e r a l ,  and  w i t h  t h e  

i n f l e x i b i l i t y  of  e a c h  p e r s o n ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  w i t h  d e a t h . 19

18I z u t s u ,  God and Man , p p .  1 2 4 - 3 0 ;  W. Mont gomery 
Wa t t ,  What i s  I s l a m ?  Ar ab  Ba c k g r o u n d  S e r i e s  ( London:
Longmans  Gr e e n  & C o . ,  1 9 68 ;  B e i r u t :  L i b r a i r i e  du L i b a n ,  
1 9 6 8 ) ,  pp.  2 5 - 3 1 .  I z u t s u ' s  c o n c e p t i o n  of  Dahr  i n  p r e -  
I s l a m i c  p o e t r y  as  a  " s e m i - p e r s o n a l  B e i n g "  i s  p r o b a b l y  t o  be 
q u e s t i o n e d  ( p .  129 ,  c f .  p .  1 2 6 ) .  W a t t ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  of  i t  as  
an  i m p e r s o n a l  f o r c e  seems  s o u n d e r .  The l i t e r a r y  c o n v e n t i o n  
o f  p e r s o n i f y i n g  Ti me  o r  F a t e  s h o u l d  n o t  be t a k e n  t oo 
l i t e r a l l y ;  i t  a p p e a r s  t o  s i g n i f y  o n l y  t h e  a s c r i p t i o n  o f  a 
t e r r i f y i n g  m a l e v o l e n c e  a n d  i r r a t i o n a l i t y  t o  t he  f i x i t y  of  
l i f e ' s  m i s f o r t u n e s  and g e n e r a l  i n e q u i t y .  C e r t a i n l y ,  t h e  
Q u r ' a n ' s  n e a r  o m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  wou l d  be i n e x p l i c a b l e  
i f  Dahr  i n  a n y  way a p p r o x i m a t e d  t he  s t a t u s  o f  a d e i t y .

19I t  i s  r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  t h i s  c o n c e p t ,  wh i ch  l ooms  so 
l a r g e  i n  p r e - I s l a m i c  p o e t r y ,  i s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  a d d r e s s e d  by 
t h e  Q u r ' a n  o n l y  o n c e  ( 4 5 : 2 4 - 2 9 ) ;  and t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  may be 
s a i d  t o  a t t e s t  t o  t h e  o v e r a l l  a u t h e n t i c i t y  o f  t h a t  p o e t r y .  
R a t h e r  t h a n  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  Dahr  i t s e l f ,  i t  i s  i t s  a s s o c i a t e s  
wh i c h  a r e  f r e q u e n t l y  a d d r e s s e d :  l i f e ' s  f u t i l i t y  and ma n ' s
i r r e s p o n s i b  l i t y ,  on  t he  one  h a n d ,  a n d  i d o l a t r y ' s  p o w e r l e s s ,  
a b s e n t e e  A l l a h ,  on t h e  o t h e r .
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C
D i v i n e  I m m a n e n c e  and T r a n s c e n d e n c e  in Q u r a n i c  M o n o t h e i s m

I n t o  t he  m i d s t  o f  s u c h  a  r e l i g i o u s  e n v i r o n m e n t  came 

Muhammad,  u r g i n g  f a i t h  i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e ,  i m m e d i a t e  

i n v o l v e m e n t  and u n i v e r s a l  s o v e r e i g n t y  of  t h e  C r e a t o r ;  f a i t h ,  

m o r e o v e r ,  i n  t h e  r e a l i t y  of  t h e  h e r e a f t e r  and i n  t h e  mo r a l  

c u l p a b i l i t y  o f  man b e f o r e  a God who s t a n d s  a t  t h e  end o f  

h i s t o r y ,  a s  M a s t e r  of  t h e  Day o f  Doom.  P r e c i s e l y  h e r e ,  of 

c o u r s e ,  l a y  t h e  d i s t u r b i n g  i m m e d i a c y  of  Q u r a n i c  m o n o t h e i s m .  

Such a God i s  i n f i n i t e l y  a wa r e  of  a l l  t h a t  man d o e s .  He i s  

a l w a y s  u n q u e s t i o n a b l y  i n  c o n t r o l  of  e v e r y  a s p e c t  of  t h e  

c r e a t i o n .  And he  i s  d e c l a r e d  t o  be u t t e r l y  e x a c t i n g  i n  h i s  

j u d g m e n t  of  t h e  c a r e l e s s  and u n b e l i e v i n g .

B e c a u s e  o f  a l l  t h i s ,  Muhammad u r g e d  h i s  h e a r e r s  t o 

r e p e n t ,  f e a r  God,  and  h e e d  h i s  m e s s e n g e r ( s ) . 20 S i n c e  God 

h e r e  i s  no t  u n h e e d i n g ,  a n d  m a n - - w h o s e  t e n u r e  on e a r t h  i s  bu t  

p r e l i m i n a r y  t o  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t s  o f  t h e  G r e a t  A c c o u n t i n g - - i s  

r e s p o n s i b l e ,  t h e  p i v o t a l  p o i n t  i n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  m e s s a g e  " l i e s  

d e c i d e d l y  i n  t h e  h e r e a f t e r . " 21 H e n c e ,  t h e  g r e a t  

e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  e m p h a s i s  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  w i t h  i t s  i n s i s t e n t  

c a l l  f o r  b e l i e f  i n  "God a n d  t h e  L a s t  Da y , "  i s  t o  be 

u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r m s  of  t h e  J a h i l l  ' p a c k a g e '  of  p o l y t h e i s m -  

p e s s i m i s m - h e d o n i s m .

C
2° U n f o r t u n a t e l y , t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  

r e l e v a n c e  o f  t h e  Bo o k s  ( i . e .  S c r i p t u r e s )  o f  t he  e a r l i e r  
p r o p h e t s  t a k e s  us b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .

2 1 I z u t s u ,  E t h i c o - R e l i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s , p .  5 0 .
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A g a i n s t  a c o n c e p t  o f  God a s  r e m o t e ,  i n d i f f e r e n t ,  

u n i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  a f f a i r s  o f  men,  t he  Q u r ' a n  i s  a t  g r e a t  

p a i n s  t o  p r e s e n t  him a s  v e r y  n e a r ,  i n d e e d ,  s o m e t i m e s  as 

s t a r t l i n g l y  n e a r , 22 i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  i n t e n s e l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  

t h e  l i v e s  and d e s t i n i e s  of  men.  To b e g i n ,  G o d ' s  i n v o l v e m e n t  

i s  m a n i f e s t e d  o n t o  1 o g i c a l  1 y i n t wo  wa y s .  F i r s t ,  a s  

S o v e r e i g n  Ru l e r  of a l l ,  he e m b r a c e s  a l l  t h i n g s  i n h i s  w i l l :  

i n  God,  a b s o l u t e  w i l l  and i n f i n i t e  power  a r e  p e r f e c t l y  

u n i t e d ;  h e n c e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  c r e a t e d  o r d e r  i s  e v e r  and a l w a y s  

b u t  t he  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  t he  d i v i n e  w i l l . 23 W i t h  a s i m p l e  

wo r d  of  command,  he b r i n g s  a l l  t h i n g s  i n t o  b e i n g  ( 6 : 7 3 ;

2 2 Whi l e  p a s s a g e s  l i k e  5 0 : 1 6  and 5 6 : 8 3 - 8 7  we r e  l a t e r  
i n t e r p r e t e d  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  S u f i  c l a i ms  c o n c e r n i n g  G o d ' s  
i n t i m a t e  n e a r n e s s ,  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  each makes  p l a i n  t h a t  t h e  
d i v i n e  n e a r n e s s  was s p o k e n  o f  i n  t e r ms  o f  a f r i g h t e n i n g  
i n t e n s i t y ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  a c o m f o r t i n g  i n t i m a c y ,  of  p r e s e n c e .  
T h a t  God i s  n e a r e r  t h a n  o n e ' s  " j u g u l a r  v e i n , "  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
e m p h a s i z e s  t he  e a s e  w i t h  w h i c h  s u c h  a God can  e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  
l i f e  of  t h e  a r r o g a n t  u n b e l i e v e r  o f  the p r e c e d i n g  v e r s e s  
( 5 0 : 5 , 1 2 - 1 4 ;  c f .  vv.  1 7 - 2 5 ) ;  c l e a r l y ,  i t  p o s i t s  no d o c t r i n e  
of  m a n ' s  e s s e n t i a l  o n e n e s s  w i t h  Go d .  T h e  e m p h a s i s  o n  t h e  
d i v i n e  i mma n e n c e  as a  t h r e a t e n i n g  a l l - i n c l u s i v e n e s s  o f  
k n o w l e d g e ,  a f e a r  s t r i k i n g  i n t e n s i t y  of  p r e s e n c e ,  i s  a 
r e p e a t e d  one  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Q u r ' a n  ( s e e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  2 : 1 1 5 ;  
3 : 2 9 ;  1 7 : 6 0 ;  34 : 50-5 1 ; 5 8 : 7 ;  c f . 6 5 : 1 2 ) .  The onl y  c l e a r  
e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  i s  t o  be f o u n d  i n  2 : 1 8 6 ,  w h e r e  God i s  
s hown a s  r e s p o n s i v e l y  ne a r  t o  t h e  one who c a l l s  ( d a c a)  on 
h i m ,  a l t h o u g h  t h e  c o n t e x t  h e r e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s u c h  
r e s p o n s i v e n e s s  c a n  o n l y  be e x p e c t e d  in d e s p e r a t e  s i t u a t i o n s  
( on  t h i s ,  s ee  I z u t s u ,  God a n d  Man , pp.  1 9 3 - 9 7 ) .

s 3 A m a z i n g l y  e n o u g h ,  i n  c h a p s .  9 a n d  10 o f  God o f  
J u s t i c e :  A S t u d y  i n  t h e  E t h i c a l  D o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  Q u r ' S n
( L e i d e n :  E.  J .  B r i l l ,  1960 ) ,  Daud R a h b a r  c o n t e n d s  t h a t  t h e  
e n t i r e  n o t i o n  o f  f o r e o r d i n a t i o n  r e p r e s e n t s  a p o s t - Q u r a n i c  
i n v e n t i o n  i n  t h e  r e l i g i o u s  t h o u g h t  of  t h e  A r a b s  ( i . e .  t h a t  
of  t h e  l a t e r  t h e o l o g i a n s ) .  As I z u t s u  h a s  p o i n t e d  o u t ,  s u c h  
a p o s i t i o n  i s  u n t e n a b l e ,  f o r  b e l i e f  i n f o r e o r d i n a t i o n  can be 
s hown t o  h a v e  b e e n  common among t h e  p r e - I s l a m i c  h a n x f s ,  n o t  
to m e n t i o n  o t h e r  A r a b s  a l s o  o f  a s p e c i a l  r e l i g i o u s  t e n d e n c y ;  
Pod and Man,  p p .  1 3 1 - 3 2 .
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1 6 : 4 0 ;  3 6 : 8 1 - 8 3  ) ,  a n d  by h i s  wor d  he r u l e s  a n d  s u s t a i n s  a l l  

( 1 0 : 3 ;  2 3 : 1 7 - 2 0  ; 30 : 25-26 ; 3 5 : 4 1 ;  6 7 : 1 9 ) .  E v e r y t h i n g ,  t h e n ,  

e v i d e n c e s  t he  i m m e d i a t e  i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  God i n  h i s  c r e a t i o n  

( t h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b e i n g  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  a y a t  or  

" s i g n s ” o f  God,  in t h e  b r o a d e s t  s e n s e  o f  t he  t e r m ) . 2 *

S e c o n d - - a n d  t h i s  s e c o n d  p o i n t  i s  but  a n  e x t e n s i o n  o f  

t h e  f i r s t — h i s  s o v e r e i g n  l o r d s h i p  i s  c l e a r l y  m a n i f e s t e d  i n  

t e r m s  o f  h i s  w i s e  m e t i n g  o u t  of ma n ' s  b l e s s i n g  and

2 *Whi l e  God may  be s a i d  t o  be t h e  F i r s t  Cause  of  a l l  
t h a t  i s ,  t he  Q u r ' a n  g i v e s  no  c l e a r  i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e r e  b e i n g  
a n y  s e c o n d a r y  c a u s e s ;  c l e a r l y ,  t h e  r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  
t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  p r i m a r y  v e r s u s  s e c o n d a r y  c a u s a t i o n  i s  
nowhe r e  r a i s e d  h e r e .  Whi l e  the e x i s t e n c e  of  d i v i n e l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  n a t u r a l  l aws  may be i n f e r r e d  f rom p a s s a g e s  s u c h  
as  1 0 : 3 - 6  and 3 9 : 5 - 6 ,  one o f t e n  h a s  t h e  i m p r e s s i o n  t h a t  
c r e a t i o n  i s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  l i n e a r ,  an o n g o i n g  p r o c e s s ,  a n d  
n o t  p u n c t i l i a r  onl y  ( e . g .  2 3 : 1 4 ) .  T h i s ,  h o we v e r ,  may r e s u l t  
f r o m  t he  f a c t  t h a t  " c r e a t e "  ( k h a l a q a ) i s  f r e q u e n t l y  used  t o  
mean  s i m p l y  " ma k e , "  " mo u l d "  or  " o r i g i n a t e , "  a s  in t h e  c a s e  
of  t h e  c o n c e p t i o n  a n d  d e v e l o p m e n t  of  a c h i l d  w i t h i n  t he  womb 
( e . g .  2 2 : 5 ;  2 3 : 1 2 - 1 4 ;  3 2 : 7 - 9 ;  3 9 : 6 ;  7 6 : 2 ) ,  a n d  not  o n l y  i n  
t h e  s e n s e  of  i n i t i a l  c r e a t i o n .  C f .  Thomas J .  0 ' S h a u g h n e s s y , 
C r e a t i o n  and t h e  T e a c h i n g  o f  the  Q u r ' a n , B i b l i c a  e t  
O r i e n t a l i a ,  n o .  40 (Rome:  B i b l i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  P r e s s ,  1 985 ) ,  
p . 7 .

F u r t h e r ,  w h i l e  the Q u r ' a n  does  n o t  s p e a k  of G o d ' s  
r e s t i n g  on  t he  s e v e n t h  day o f  c r e a t i o n ,  i t  d o e s  d i s t i n g u i s h  
t h e  s i x  d a y s  o f  c r e a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  s e v e n t h  day (and 
f o l l o w i n g )  when h i s  a c t i v i t y  i s  mor e  t h a t  of r u l i n g  and 
p r e s e r v i n g  t he  c r e a t i o n  t h a n  of c r e a t i n g ,  in t h e  s e n s e  of  
i n i t i a t i n g  ( 1 0 : 3 ;  5 7 : 4 ) ,  I t  i s  a  m i s t a k e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  to 
t a k e  s t a t e m e n t s  such a s  t h o s e  f o u n d  in 46 : 33  a n d  5 0 : 1 5  ( c f .  
2 : 2 5  5 ) a s  a d e n i a l  o f  t he  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  of t h e  " s a b b a t h  
r e s t "  of  God i n  c r e a t i o n  ( G e n .  2 : 1 - 3 ) .  R a t h e r ,  as t h e i r  
r e s p e c t i v e  c o n t e x t s  i n v a r i a b l y  i n d i c a t e ,  t hey  r e s p o n d  to 
p a g a n  d i s b e l i e f  i n  G o d ' s  o m n i p o t e n c e  t o  r a i s e  t he  d e a d .  As 
w e l l ,  t h e  m i s t a k e n  r e a d i n g  c r e d i t s  t he  Q u r ' a n  wi t h  a  g r o s s  
m i s u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of t h e  B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t :  i n  G e n e s i s ,  i t  i s
t h e  r e s t  o f  n a s c e n t  I s r a e l ' s  p r e s c r i b e d  s a b b a t h  days  and 
y e a r s — s y m b o l i c  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  and n a t i o n a l  r e s t  on a  number  
of  l e v e l s — of  w h i c h  t h e  d i v i n e  r e s t  s p e a k s  e t i o l o g i c a l l y .  
C l e a r l y ,  t h e n ,  t h e  t wo  S c r i p t u r e s  a r e  much c l o s e r  o n  t h i s  
m a t t e r  t h a n  i s  o f t e n  g r a n t e d  ( c f .  I s a .  4 0 : 2 8 ) .  (And 
c e r t a i n l y  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of s e c o n d a r y  c a u s a t i o n  i s  no more a 
p a r t  of t h e  B i b l i c a l  a g e n d a  t ha n  i t  i s  o f  the Q u r a n i c . )
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a f f l i c t i o n ,  bo t h  i n  t h i s  l i f e  and i n  t he  l i f e  t o  come.  

Wh e r e a s  t h e  d i v i n e  d i s c r i m i n a t i o n  e v i d e n c e d  on t h e  Day of  

R e c k o n i n g  r e l a t e s  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  c o v e n a n t a l  b a s i s  f o r  m a n ' s  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  b e f o r e  G o d ,  a s  w i l l  b e  s e e n ,  i t  i s  no t  so  

c l e a r  t h a t  b l e s s i n g  and a f f l i c t i o n  i n  t h e  t e m p o r a l  s p h e r e  

a r e  e q u a l l y  t i e d  t o  o n e ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  C o v e n a n t . 25 I n  any 

c a s e ,  t h i s  l i f e ' s  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  a d v e r s i t y  a l i k e  a r e  t o  be 

r e c e i v e d  a s  from G o d ' s  h a n d ,  w i t h  d e e p  g r a t i t u d e  ( t h e  l a c k  

of  w h i c h  i s  t h e  u n b e l i e v e r ' s  d o w n f a l l ) ,  w i t h  a q u i e t  

c o n f i d e n c e  i n  t he  i n s c r u t a b l e  wi sdom of  God ( wh i c h  

c o n f i d e n c e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t he  e x c l u s i v e  r i g h t  o f  

b e l i e v e r s ) , 26 and w i t h  r e v e r e n t i a l  f e a r  ( o r ,  a l t e r n a t e l y ,  

t e r r o  r ) .

Th i s  c o n c e p t  of d i v i n e  s o v e r e i g n t y  i s  in many ways  

s i m i l a r  to wh a t  we f i n d  i n  t h e  B i b l e — b o t h  Old a n d  New 

T e s t a m e n t s .  The e l e m e n t  of  a n t i n o m y  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  s t r o n g e r  

i n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  of t h e o d i c y ,  f o r  t h e r e  t he  e v i l  

" o r d a i n e d "  by  God i s  a t  t h e  s a me  t i m e  t he  v e r y  m o r a l  c a n c e r  

t o  w h i c h  he i s  b o t h  e m p h a t i c a l l y  and u n a l t e r a b l y  o p p o s e d ;  a 

p o i n t  n e v e r  made mo r e  c l e a r l y  t h a n  m  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  

r e d e m p t i v e  d e a t h  o f  C h r i s t ,  i n  wh i c h  t h e  e v i l  t h a t  God 

o r d a i n s  p r o v e s  t h e  ve r y  means  by  w h i c h  e v i l  i s  d e s t r o y e d

a s T h i s  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  t a k e n  up b e l o w ,  pp.  1 1 1 - 1 3  and
146-5 V .

26At b e s t ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  o f f e r s  u n r e p e n t a n t  u n b e l i e v e r s  
o n l y  a  s o l e m n  a w a r e n e s s  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  wi s dom h e r e .  B u t ,  of  
c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  f a r  f r om Q u r a n i c  i n t e n t i o n  t o  a d v i s e  t he  
u n r e p e n t a n t  on  how t o  c o p e  w i t h  t h e i r  s i t u a t i o n  o f  u n b e l i e f .
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( t h a t  n o t i o n  b e i n g  d i s t i n c t l y  B i b l i c a l ,  o f  c o u r s e ) . 37 I n  

t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  d e a t h  i s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  p a r a d i g m a t i c  o f  t h e  

m e a n i n g  of  h i s t o r y ,  i t  d o e s  a f f o r d  a s u b s t a n t i a l  l e s s e n i n g  

o f  t h e  t e n s i o n  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e o d i c y .  S t i l l ,  t h a t  t e n s i o n  

may be t h o u g h t  t o  c a l l  f o r  some l o g i c a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  o f  

G o d ' s  o r d a i n i n g  o f  e v i l  a s  " p e r m i s s i v e "  ( f o r  e x a mp l e ,  

r e l a t i n g  i t  t o  t h e  " p e r m i s s i v e "  i n  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  " p e r f e c t "  

o r ,  b e t t e r ,  " p r e s c r i p t i v e "  w i l l  of  God;  i . e .  f rom t he  human 

p e r s p e c t i v e ) .  Bu t ,  l i k e  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  t h e  B i b l e  n e v e r  v i e w s  

t h e  t e n s i o n  a s  a p r o b l e m .  I t  s i m p l y  a s s u m e s  i t  t o  be 

i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  r e a l i t y . 3®

2 T I t  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  e v i l  p r o v e s  to 
b e  i t s  own d e s t r u c t i o n  ( e . g .  P s a .  7 : 1 5 - 1 6 ;  5 7 : 6 ;  c f .  G a l .  
6 : 7 - 8 ) .

The  B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t  h e r e  i n v o l v e s  t h e  t o t a l  
e x h a u s t i o n  o f  e v i l  i n  t h a t  s e a  o f  p u r i t y  a n d  g o o d n e s s  w h i c h  
w a s  C h r i s t ;  m  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  i t  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s w a l l o w i n g  up 
o f  e v i l  by g o o d .  I n  J o h a n i n e  t e r m s ,  C h r i s t ' s  p a s s i o n  
s i g n i f i e s  t h a t  b o l d  ( b u t  m i s c a l c u l a t e d )  a t t e m p t  on  t h e  p a r t  
o f  d a r k n e s s  t o  e x t i n g u i s h  t h e  l i g h t  o f  God,  wh i c h  a t t e m p t  
r e s u l t e d  i n  t h e  e x a c t  o p p o s i t e  e f f e c t :  t h e  d e c i s i v e  moment
i n  t h a t  d i s p l a c e m e n t  of  d a r k n e s s  by p e r f e c t  l i g h t  wh i c h  
C h r i s t  came t o  i n a u g u r a t e  ( J o h n  1 : 4 - 9 ;  1 J o h n  2 : 8 ;  3 : 7 - 8 ) .  
H e n c e ,  e v i l ' s  a p p a r e n t l y  u n r e s t r a i n e d  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  ( m  
w h a t  w a s ,  i n  f a c t ,  i t s  d i v i n e l y  o r d a i n e d  a t t e m p t  t o  d e s t r o y  
J e s u s )  wa s  b o t h  t h e  f u l l  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  i t s  i n h e r e n t  f u t i l i t y  
a n d  t h e  f u l l  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  g l o r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r  ( o f  t h e  
p e r f e c t i o n ,  i n f i n i t y ,  i m m u t a b i l i t y  a n d  so  on o f  h i s  j u s t i c e ,  
m e r c y  a n d  h u m i l i t y ) .

Th e  c r o s s  o f  C h r i s t ,  t h e n ,  i s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  t h e  
e n i g m a  e x p l a i n i n g  a l l :  i n  t h e  e x t e r n a l  w e a k n e s s  a n d  s ha me
o f  h i s  a p p a r e n t  v i c t i m i z a t i o n  a t  t h e  h a n d s  o f  s i n f u l  men,  
J e s u s  m a n i f e s t e d  d e f i n i t i v e l y  G o d ' s  s o v e r e i g n  p o w e r ,  wi s dom 
a n d  g l o r y .  By h i s  d e a t h ,  h e  t h u s  v a n q u i s h e d  d e a t h  ( and  a l l  
t h a t  d e a t h  s i g n i f i e s ,  B i b l i c a l l y ,  of  e v i l ' s  e n s l a v i n g  p o we r  
o v e r  t h e  r a c e )  a nd ,  s o ,  e f f e c t e d  i n  t h e  r a c e  t h a t  d i v i n e  
t r a n s m u t a t i o n  o f  c u r s i n g  i n t o  b l e s s i n g  wh i c h  i s  B i b l i c a l l y  
t e r m e d  ' r e d e m p t i o n . '

2 d The w h o l i s t i c  and d y n a mi c  c h a r a c t e r  o f  s u c h  
t h e o l o g i z i n g ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  r u n s  d i r e c t l y  c o u n t e r  to t h e  mo r e  
r e d u c t i o n i s t i c  a p p r o a c h  o f  mos t  o f  t h e  Gr e e k  p h i l o s o p h e r s ,

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

23

A s e c o n d  d i f f e r e n c e  i n  e m p h a s i s  h e r e  r e l a t e s  to G o d ' s  

e x c l u s i v e  e l e c t i o n  o f  some t o s a l v a t i o n .  Wh i l e  i n  t h e  

Q u r ' a n  God i s  r e p e a t e d l y  c a l l e d  t h e  C o m p a s s i o n a t e ,  t h e r e  i s  

a l o n g s i d e  t h a t  e mp h a s i s  a n  e q u a l l y  g r e a t  one on t h e  t o t a l  

i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  God m  t he  d e c e p t i o n  o f  t h e  r e p r o b a t e  ( t h e  

l a t t e r  phenomenon b e i n g  much more  i n f r e q u e n t  m  t h e  B i b l i c a l  

c a s e ) .  Then,  t oo ,  t h e  c o m p a s s i o n  of  God i s  e x p l i c i t l y  

s p o k e n  o f  as  u n i v e r s a l  o n l y  m  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  

p r o v i d e n t i a l  c a r e ,  and  n e v e r  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  h i s  d e s i r e  

t o  s ee  a l l  i n c l u d e d  m  h i s  s a l v a t i o n  o r  h i s  ' a n g u i s h '  o v e r  

t h e  l o s t n e s s  o f  t h e  l o s t ,  a s  i s  t r u e  o f  t he  B i b l i c a l  c a s e  

( L u k e  1 3 : 3 4 ;  2 P e t .  3 : 9 ;  c f .  E z e k .  18 : 23 , 32 ) . 29

t h e i r  t h o u g h t  b e i n g  f o u n d a t i o n a l  t o  We s t e r n  t h o u g h t  
g e n e r a l l y  f r om t he  e a r l y  c e n t u r i e s  of  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e r a  
o n w a r d s .

On t h e  B i b l i c a l  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h i s  a n t i n o my ,  c o n s u l t  D. 
A.  C a r s o n ' s  D i v i n e  S o v e r e i g n t y  a n d  Human R e s p o n s i b i 1 l  t y :  
B i b l i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e s  m  T e n s i o n  ( A t l a n t a :  J o h n  Knox P r e s s ,  
1 9 8 1 )  .

2 9 Whi l e  t h e r e  i s  some  c o n s i d e r a b l e  i n d i c a t i o n  of  
Muhammad ' s  c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  r e p r o b a t e ,  i t  i s  n o t  r e a l l y  
p a r a l l e l  t o t h a t  of  C h r i s t  i n  t h e  G o s p e l s ,  s i n c e  t h e  G o s p e l s  
c l e a r l y  mean f o r  us t o  s ee  C h r i s t  as  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  God 
h i m s e l f ,  w h e r e a s  t h a t  i s  f a r ,  f a r  f rom Q u r a n i c  i n t e n t i o n  
c o n c e r n i n g  Muhammad; f u r t h e r ,  Muhammad' s  g r i e v i n g  h e r e  c a l l s  
f o r  d i v i n e  r e b u k e  ( 2 7 : 7 0 - 7 2 ;  5 8 : 2 2 ;  c f .  4 : 3 8 - 8 9 ;  5 : 2 6 ;  7 : 9 3 :  
9 : 8 4 ;  1 1 : 3 6 ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  i f  i t  may be a r g u e d  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  
a n o t e  o f  a n g u i s h  i n  t he  d i v i n e  q u e r i e s ,  " W i l l  you n o t  
l i s t e n ? "  " . . . s e e ? "  ( 2 8 : 7 1 - 7 2 ;  c f .  3 2 : 2 6 - 2 7 ) ,  i t  may as  
e a s i l y  be  a r g u e d  t h a t  t he  t o n e  i s  r a t h e r  one o f  e x t r e m e  
e x a s p e r a t i o n  ( c f .  e . g .  4 : 7 8  and 3 2 : 3 0 ) .

T h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i n e m p h a s i s  p o i n t s  t h e  r e a d e r  away 
f r o m  p r e d e s t i n a t i o n ' s  f o r m a l  a s p e c t  t o  i t s  c o n t e n t  ( t h a t  i s ,  
t o  t he  c h a r a c t e r  of  t h e  God whose s o v e r e i g n  power  
c o m p r e h e n d s  a l l  t h i n g s ) :  o f  c o u r s e ,  a s i d e  f r o m t he
s i g n i f i c a n t  f o r m a l  s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  and  
Q u r a n i c  p o s i t i o n s  on t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  d i v i n e  
s o v e r e i g n t y  and c r e a t u r e l y  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e r e  a r e  ma j o r  
d i f f e r e n c e s  r e l a t i v e  t o  wh a t  God h a s  r e v e a l e d  c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  
c h a r a c t e r  and t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  wh i c h  i s s u e s
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L i k e  t h e  B i b l e ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  c o n t i n u a l l y  e m p h a s i z e s  t he  

u n i q u e n e s s  and  e x c l u s i v i t y  of  t h e  d i v i n e  a u t h o r i t y - - t h a t  a l l  

huma n  ( b u t  i n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t he  B i b l i c a l  e m p h a s i s  we  wo u l d  

h a v e  t o  s a y  " m e r e l y  h u m a n " ) 30 e x e r c i s e  of  a u t h o r i t y  can o n l y  

be d e r i v e d .  T h i s  Q u r a n i c  e m p h a s i s  i s  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e l a t e d  

t o  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  a n d  a n g e l i c  r o l e s ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e r e  t h a t  t h e  

d a n g e r  o f  c o n f u s i o n  i s  m o s t  p r o m i n e n t .  A n y t h i n g  t h a t  w o u l d  

i m p i n g e  o n  t h e  u n i q u e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  God ,  t h a t  would e l e v a t e  a 

m e r e  m a n - - p r o p h e t  t h o u g h  h e  b e - - £ r o m  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  s e r v a n t  

t o  t h a t  o f  L o r d ,  t h u s  b l u r r i n g  t h e  i n v i o l a b l e  C r e a t o r -  

c r e a t u r e  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  t o  w h i c h  we w i l l  come i n  a mo me n t ,  

m u s t  be s t o u t l y  r e j e c t e d .

Of c o u r s e ,  h e r e  t h e  B i b l i c a l  c a s e  mus t  be q u a l i f i e d  

i n  t h a t  God i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  i s  p r e s e n t e d  as h a v i n g  

" v i o l a t e d "  t h e  ( t o  u s )  i n v i o l a b l e  C r e a t o r - c r e a t u r e  

d i s t i n c t i o n .  T h a t  i s ,  i n  b e c o m i n g  a m a n ,  he h a s  e x e r c i s e d  

h i s  u n i q u e  a u t h o r i t y ,  s h o w i n g  h i m s e l f  t o  be u n b o u n d  even  by  

t h a t  mos t  b a s i c  c a t e g o r i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n . 31 B u t  t h i s  

C h r i s t o l o g i c a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n  f i n d s  no p l a c e  w h a t s o e v e r  i n  

t h e  Q u r ' 3 n .  I t  i s  n e i t h e r  o p p o s e d  n o r  d e n i e d .  R a t h e r  i t  i s  

s i m p l y  a l t o g e t h e r  a b s e n t .

f r o m i t .  T h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  c o n s i d e r e d  i n  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  
b e l o w  ( p p .  3 6 - 4 9 ) .

3° Du e  t o  t he  r e a l i t y  o f  G o d ' s  h u m a n i t y  i n  C h r i s t ,  
C h r i s t ' s  a u t h o r i t y  i s  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  b e i n g  t r u l y  h u ma n ,  b u t  
a l s o  t r u l y  d i v i n e .

31D o n a l d  S.  T i n g l e  ma k e s  a  s i m i l a r  p o i n t  in I s l a m  
and C h r i s t i a n i t y  ( Downer s  G r o v e ,  I L :  I n t e r V a r s i t y  P r e s s .
1935 ) , pp .  9 - 1 0 .
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The s t a t e m e n t  f o u n d  i n  4 3 : 8 1 - - " I f  t h e  A l l - m e r c i f u l  

has  a  son,  t h e n  I am t h e  f i r s t  t o s e r v e  h i m"  ( A r b e r r y ) - - may 

be t h o u g h t  t o  i mp l y  some a w a r e n e s s  o f  ( a n d  i f  s o ,  t h e n ,  e ven  

o p e n n e s s  t o )  t he  C h r i s t o  l o g i c a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n .  But  t h a t  i s  

no t  t h e  o n l y  and,  i n d e e d ,  s ee ms  not  t o  be t he  m o s t  l i k e l y  

r e a d i n g  of  t h e  v e r s e .  The m a i n  s o u r c e  o f  t he  a m b i g u i t y  h e r e  

i s  t h e  s t a t e m e n t ' s  i n i t i a l  i n ,  wh i ch  may be  t a k e n  m  t wo  

ve r y  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e s .  I t  may be r e a d  e i t h e r  a s  a 

c o n d i t i o n a l  ( a s  A r b e r r y  ha s  d o n e )  o r  as a n e g a t i v e ,  

e q u i v a l e n t  t o  ma ( a s  i n  P i c k t h a l l ' s  "The B e n e f i c e n t  One h a t h  

no s o n ;  I am t he  f i r s t  among t h e  w o r s h i p p e r s " ;  c f .  M. “ A l l ) .

Whi l e  t he  f i r s t  o f  t h e s e  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  i s  t he  c h o i c e  

o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  E n g l i s h  t r a n s l a t o r s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r l y  a  

p r o b l e m a t i c  o ne .  S i nc e  i t  i s  t h e  s i m p l e  c o n d i t i o n a l  i n  t h a t  

i s  u s e d  h e r e - - a n d  no t  l a w , wh i c h  i n t r o d u c e s  an i m p o s s i b l e  o r  

u n r e a l i z a b l e  c o n d i t i o n  ( c f .  39 : 4 ) 32- - t h e  s t a t e m e n t  i n i t i a l l y  

a p p e a r s  to b e  p o s i t i n g  a t  l e a s t  t he  t h e o r e t i c a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  

o f  G o d ' s  h a v i n g  a s o n .  Ho we v e r ,  b o t h  what  f o l l o w s  m  t h e  

s u r a  ( e s p e c i a l l y  v .  82) a n d ,  l i k e w i s e ,  wha t  p r e c e d e s  i t  ( vv.  

15-20 a n d  5 8 - 6 0 )  r u n  d i r e c t l y  c o u n t e r  to t h e  p o s s i b l e  t r u t h  

o f  p a g a n  c o n c e p t i o n s  of  d i v i n e  o f f s p r i n g .  Thi s  i n d i c a t e s  

e i t h e r  t h a t  s u c h  a  s u p p o s i t i o n  i s ,  i n  f a c t ,  u n t h m k a b l e - - i n  

whi ch c a s e  t h e  e l e m e n t  o f  p l a u s i b i l i t y  ( i n . . . )  c o u l d  o n l y  

h a v e  b e e n  i n t e n d e d  i n m o c k e r y - - o r  t h a t ,  w h a t e v e r  e l s e  i t  may

f 32The s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h e  use  o f  i n  h e r e ,  a s  oppos ed  
t o  l aw,  was p o i n t e d  out  by  Mi c h a e l  R e i m e r  i n  " J e s u s  in t h e  

Q u r ' a n "  ( 1983  ) ,  p p .  5 - 6 .
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p e r m i t ,  s u c h  a p o s s i b i l i t y  m u s t  be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  a l t o g e t h e r  

e x c l u s i v e  o f  p a g a n  c o n c e p t i o n s  of  s o n s h i p .

T h i s  l a t t e r  r e a d i n g  may be c o n s i d e r e d  c o n d u c i v e  to 

t he  v i e w  t h a t  4 3 : 8 1  r e p r e s e n t s  an e a r l y  g e s t u r e  of  

c o n c i l i a t i o n  to C h r i s t i a n s ,  s i n c e  i t  woul d  i n d i c a t e  a t  l e a s t  

a t e m p o r a r y  o p e n n e s s  t o  some n o n - p a g a n  c o n c e p t  o f  d i v i n e  

" S o n s h i p . "  But ,  i f  t h e  l a t t e r  r e a d i n g  i s  c o r r e c t ,  t h e  

p a s s a g e  w o u l d  be e x c e p t i o n a l ,  no t  o n l y  m  t e r ms  o f  t h e  

b r e a d t h  of  o p e n n e s s  e x p r e s s e d  i n  i t ,  bu t  a l s o  i n  t e r ms  of  

i t s  i m p l i c i t  a c k n o wl e d g e me n t  o f  some (any> a l t e r n a t i v e  to 

t h e  p a g a n  c o n c e p t i o n  of  d i v i n e  s o n s h i p .  F o r ,  e l s e w h e r e  i n  

t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  d i v i n e  s o n s h i p  c o n s i s t e n t l y  s i g n i f i e s  the p a g a n  

c o n c e p t  of ' o f f s p r i n g  a c q u i r e d  by a p r o c e s s  of p r o c r e a t i o n '  

( e . g .  G o d ' s  c o h a b i t i n g  w i t h  a human w i f e  t o  p r o d u c e  a 

' g o d l m g , '  a s  in 6 : 1 0 0 - 0 1  and 7 2 : 3 ) . 33

In t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n  i t  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t  t h a t ,  w i t h  on l y  

two e x c e p t i o n s , 3A a l l  Q u r a n i c  r e f e r e n c e s  t o  d i v i n e  s o n s h i p  

make u s e  of  t h e  t e r m  w a l a d ,  n o t  i b n .  R e l a t e d  t o  t he  v e r b  

w a l a d a , w a l a d  i s  c l e a r l y  c o n n o t a t i v e  o f  t h e  p h y s i c a l

33E v e n  5 : 18  i s  u n e x c e p t i o n a l  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .  F o r  i t  
r e p r e s e n t s  a  r e j e c t i o n  o f  the B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  o f  ma n ' s  
c o v e n a n t a l  ’ s o n s h i p '  t o God ( e . g .  E x o d .  4 : 22-23 ; Deu t .  8 : 5 ;  
Heb.  1 2 : 5 - 1 3 ) — or  e l s e  i t s  J e w i s h  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  d i s t o r t i o n —  
i n  t e r m s  a l t o g e t h e r  c o m p a t i b l e  w i t h  t h e  Q u r a n i c  r e a d i n g  of  
t h e  p a g a n  n o t i o n  o f  d i v i n e  s o n s h i p .  He n c e ,  t he  b a s i c  
o b j e c t i o n  t o  any s o r t  o f  p r e f e r e n t i a l  i mmu n i t y ,  i m p l y i n g  
p e e r s h i p  w i t h  God,  i s  c o u p l e d  w i t h  t h e  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  t h e  
J e ws  a n d  C h r i s t i a n s  a r e  me r e  m o r t a l s  ( wh i c h  i s  t o  s a y ,  n o t  
* s o n s  o f  God ’ ) .

3AThe e x c e p t i o n s  a r e  t h o s e  c a s e s  wh e r e  i b n  i s  e i t h e r
e m p l o y e d  i n  t h e  s t a n d a r d  nasab  ( s o n  o f  ) c o n s t r u c t i o n
( 5 : 1 8 ;  9 : 3 0 )  o r  c o u p l e d  w i t h  i t s  f e m i n i n e  f o r m,  i b n a  ( e . g .  
6 : 1 0 0 ;  3 7 : 1 4 9 , 1 5 3 ) .
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p r o c e s s e s  o f  c o n c e p t i o n ,  g e s t a t i o n  a n d  b i r t h . 35 ( He n c e ,  us e  

o f  w a l a d  i n  t he  c o n t e x t  o f  C h r i s t ' s  S o n s h i p  woul d  have  been 

c o n s i d e r e d  b l a s p h e mo u s  a n d  a d e n i a l  o f  r e a l  t r i n i t y - - i . e . of  

d i v i n e  u n i t y — by Arab C h r i s t i a n s  f r o m t he  f i r s t . ) 36 S u c h  

Q u r a n i c  u s a g e  s h o u l d  p r o b a b l y  be  v i e we d  a s  i m p l y i n g  w h a t  t h e  

Q u r ' a n ' s  e x p l i c i t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t he  C h r i s t i a n  d o c t r i n e  

i n d i c a t e s  c o n s i s t e n t l y ,  n a m e l y ,  t h a t  t h e  Qu r a n i c  t h o u g h t  

r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  J a h i l l  ( i . e .  p a g a n )  r e a d i n g  of  C h r i s t i a n  

b e l i e f . 37 F o r ,  Q u r a n i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t he  r u l e  i s  t h a t  

d i v i n e  s o n s h i p  r e f e r s  t o  i m m o r t a l  g o d s  spawned by a q u a s i -  

p h y s i c a l  a c t  of  g e n e r a t i o n  and no t  t o  any d o c t r i n e  e i t h e r  of  

e t e r n a l  S o n s h i p  o r  of t r u e  i n c a r n a t i o n ,  i n  t he  B i b l i c a l  

s e n s e  o f  t h e  t e r m s .

3SR e i me r ,  " J e s u s  m  t he  Q u r ' a n , "  pp .  5-6 .

36 0f  c o u r s e ,  to t h e  n o n - C h r i s t i a n ,  s u c h  u s a g e  may 
h a v e  a p p e a r e d  to be  t he  l o g i c a l  e x t e n s i o n  o f  t he  C h r i s t i a n  
e x p r e s s i o n  " o n l y  b e g o t t e n "  (as  i n  J o h n  1 : 18  and 3 : 1 6 ) ,  
w h e r e a s  C h r i s t i a n s  would have u n i f o r m l y  dr awn a l i n e  b e t w e e n  
t h o s e  t w o .

U n l e s s  one i s  to assume t h a t  f o r  one r e a s o n  or  
a n o t h e r ,  Muhammad' s  C h r i s t i a n  c o n t a c t s  d i d  no t  b o t h e r  t o  
d i s p u t e  t he  Q u r ' a n ’ s use  o f  w a l a d  h e r e ,  i t  i s  h a r d  not  t o  
s e e  t h i s  u s a g e  as  d i s c o u n t i n g  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  d i s t i n c t i o n .
(On t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t he  n a t u r e  o f  Muhammad' s  d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  
w i t h  C h r i s t i a n s ,  l i t t l e  c a n  be s a i d  w i t h  c e r t a i n t y .  The 
o v e r a l l  i m p r e s s i o n  one g e t s  f r o m r e a d i n g  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i s  t h a t  
t h e r e  wa s  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  t h e o l o g i c a l  d i s c u s s i o n  b e t w e e n  
Mutjammad and h i s  C h r i s t i a n  h e a r e r s ,  c e r t a i n l y  n o t h i n g  o n  the  
o r d e r  o f  t h a t  s u s t a i n e d  i n t e r a c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  Jews whi ch  i s  
s o  e v i d e n t  i n  t he  Q u r ' a n ' s  Me d ma n  p a s s a g e s . )

3 7As was  n o t e d  a b o v e  ( p p .  1 3 - 1 4 ) ,  s i n c e  t h e  p a g a n s  
i n c l u d e d  J e s u s  and Mary i n  t h e i r  i d o l a t r o u s  Kacb a ,  i t  i s  to 
b e  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e y  e q u a t e d  t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s  to God i n  
p r e v a i l i n g  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f  ( a s  ' Son o f  God'  and ' m o t h e r  of  
Go d '  r e s p e c t i v e l y )  t o  t h a t  of t h e i r  own ' d a u g h t e r s  of  G o d . '
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I
[ ^  Of c o u r s e ,  s uch  a r e a d i n g  of  t h e  m a t t e r  d o e s  n o t

e x c l u d e  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  c h o i c e  o f  w a l a d  

o v e r  i b n  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f  was  a l s o  a 

d e l i b e r a t e l y  d e r o g a t o r y  o n e .  F o r  t h e  same may h o l d  t r u e  f o r  

a n y  p a g a n  b e l i e f  m  a ' s o n  of  G o d '  a s  w e l l :  i t  s e e ms  l i k e l y  

t h a t  w a l a d  w a s  a t e r m  u n u s e d  m  t h i s  c o n t e x t  by t h e  

( r e l i g i o u s l y - m i n d e d )  p a g a n s  a l s o .  B e i n g  a l o f t i e r  t e r m t h a n  

w a l a d ,  i b n  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h e  l i k e l i e r  d e s i g n a t i o n  f o r  an 

o b j e c t  o f  w o r s h i p  ( e v e n  o n e  a c t u a l l y  b e l i e v e d  t o  be  

c o n c e i v e d  by a  p h y s i c a l  p r o c e s s ) . 38 I n  any c a s e ,  s i n c e  t h e  

wo r d  u s e d  i n  4 3 : 8 1  i s  w a l a d ,  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  s e e  i t  a s  

r e f e r r i n g  to a  t r u l y  m o n o t h e i s t i c  c o n c e p t  o f  " S o n s h i p . "

T h u s ,  i f  one s h o u l d  want  t o  t a k e  t h e  i n  h e r e  as  a 

c o n d i t i o n a l ,  t h e  s a t i r i c a l  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  v e r s e  wo u l d  be  t h e

s i m p l e r  o n e ,  e v e n  i f  i t  i s  d i f f i c u l t  t o  c o n c e i v e  o f  t h i s

s o r t  of  d i v i n e l y  o r d a i n e d  m o c k e r y  m  s u c h  a c a s e .

T h e r e  d o e s ,  h o w e v e r ,  a p p e a r  t o  b e  good r e a s o n  f o r  

c h o o s i n g  t h e  s e c o n d  o p t i o n  m e n t i o n e d  a b o v e ,  by w h i c h  i n  i s  

t a k e n  t o  i n d i c a t e  n e g a t i o n .  W h i l e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  s u c h  a 

r e a d i n g  n e a t l y  d i s p o s e s  o f  t h e  p r o b l e m s  c a u s e d  by t a k i n g  t h e  

i n  a s  a c o n d i t i o n a l  may n o t  i n  i t s e l f  w a r r a n t  a b a n d o n i n g  i t s  

mor e  n o r m a l  s e n s e  o f  " i f , "  t h e  s e c o n d  c l a u s e  o f  t h e  v e r s e

c l e a r l y  d o e s  s o .  T o g e t h e r  w i t h  i t s  e q u i v a l e n t s  " t h e  f i r s t

3 a T h e r e  i s  n o r m a l l y  a d i r e c t  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i n  t e r m s  
o f  f o r m a l i t y  b e t w e e n  t he  t e r m  c h o s e n  a n d  t h e  o b j e c t  o r  
s i t u a t i o n  i t  d e s i g n a t e s .  F o r  an E n g l i s h  e xampl e  o f  t h i s  
s o r t  of  t h i n g :  " c h i l d "  wo u l d  be a  f a r  more r e s p e c t f u l  t e r m
t h a n  t h e  c o l l o q u i a l  " k i d "  f o r  u s e  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
o f f s p r i n g  of  r o y a l t y  o r  h i g h  o f f i c e .
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o f  t he  b e l i e v e r s "  a nd  " t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  s u r r e n d e r , "  

t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  ' awwalu l - ^ a b i d i n  i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  u s e d  i n  t h e  

Q u r ' a n  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  i s s u e  of  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  o p e n n e s s  t o  

a l t e r n a t i v e  l o y a l t i e s  wi t h  an e m p h a t i c  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  

u n e q u i v o c a l  d e v o t i o n  t o  G o d . 39

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  s e c o n d  c l a u s e  m  43: 81  i s  mos t  

l i k e l y  t o  be v i e wed  a s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  i n  here  n e g a t e s  

wh a t  f o l l o w s  i t .  And,  i f  t h a t  i s  t he  c a s e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  

v e r s e  c a n n o t  be  t h o u g h t  t o i n d i c a t e  any o p e n n e s s  t o  t he  

B i b l e ' s  C h r i s t o  l o g i c a l  q u a l i f i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  God has

3 9 I n  e a c h  of i t s  f i v e  o t h e r  o c c u r r e n c e s ,  t he  
e x p r e s s i o n  not  o n l y  a f f i r m s  t he  w h o l e - h e a r t e d n e s s - - i n d e e d , 
s i n g l e - m i n d e d n e s s —o f  the s p e a k e r ' s  commi t ment  to t h e  one 
t r u e  God,  b u t  i t  does  so i n  a r e n u n c i a t i v e  c o n t e x t  m  wh i c h  
t h e  a f f i r m a t i o n  i s  c o n t r a s t e d  w i t h  i t s  a l t e r n a t i v e s .  In 
t h i s  r e g a r d ,  6 : 1 6 3  e x a c t l y  p a r a l l e l s  4 3 : 8 1 :  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n
i s  s i m i l a r l y  u t t e r e d  on t h e  h e e l s  o f  an e x p l i c i t  d e n i a l  o f  
d i v i n e  p e e r s h i p .

And s uch  an e x c l u s i o n  i s  a l s o  t h e  p o i n t  i m p l i c i t l y  i n  
7 : 1 4 3  and 26: 51  ( c f .  7 : 1 4 2 ,  whi ch f o r e s h a d o w s  I s r a e l ' s  
i d o l a t r o u s  w o r s h i p  u n d e r  Aa r o n  ( H a r u n ) ,  and 2 6 : 4 6 - 5 0  where  
i t  i s  t h e  r i v a l  l o r d s h i p  of  P h a r a o h  t h a t  i s  a t  i s s u e ) .  I n  
t h e  l a t t e r  p a s s a g e ,  t h e  p r o x i m i t y  o f  t h i s  a f f i r m a t i o n  f rom 
t h e  mout hs  of  P h a r a o h ' s  s o r c e r e r s  t o  t h e i r  c o n v e r s i o n  makes  
p l a i n  t h a t  t he  e x p r e s s i o n  s a y s  n o t h i n g  o f  t he  r e l a t i v e  r a n k  
or  m e r i t  o f  t h e  s p e a k e r  ( o r  s p e a k e r s )  among t h e  b e l i e v e r s .  
Fa r  f rom b e i n g  a  b o a s t ,  as i t  a p p e a r s  m  E n g l i s h  
t r a n s l a t i o n ,  i t  i s  an e m p h a t i c  d e c l a r a t i o n  of  o n e ' s  
( m o n o t h e i s t i c )  commi t men t .  I t  may be b r o a d l y  p a r a p h r a s e d :  
"my ( o u r )  l o y a l t y  to God i s  o f  t h e  f i r s t  d e g r e e ,  w i t h o u t  t h e  
r e m o t e s t  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c o m p r o m i s e . "  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  command 
to be  t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  s u r r e n d e r  t o  God ( 6 : 1 4  and 
3 9 : 1 2 )  i s  s i m p l y  a c a l l  f o r  u n e q u i v o c a l  l o y a l t y .

The n o t i o n  a l s o  o c c u r s  t w i c e  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  
d i v i d e  command t o  be " t h e  f i r s t  o f  t h o s e  t h a t  s u r r e n d e r "  
( 3 9 : 1 2 ,  A r b e r r y ;  c f .  6 : 1 4 , 1 6 3 ) .  And i n  b o t h  c a s e s  t h e  
r e n u n c i a t i o n  of  i d o l a t r y  i s  i n  v i e w ;  3 9 : 1 2 ,  f o r  e xampl e ,  i s  
to be  s e t  c o n t r a s t i v e  1 y a g a i n s t  v .  15a,  t h e  p o i n t  o f  t he  
d e c l a r a t i o n  b e i n g  t h a t ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  t h e  Meccans '  p o s i t i o n ,  
i d o l a t r y  s i m p l y  was n o t  an o p t i o n  f o r  Muljammad.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

s i n g u l a r l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  h i s  a b s o l u t e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  by 

b e c o m i n g  a man in J e s u s  C h r i s t .

The p r i m a r y  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of: t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  C r e a t o r -  

c r e a t u r e  d i s t i n c t i o n  r e l a t e s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  t he  J a h i l l  

b e l i e f  i n  m e d i a t i n g  gods ,  whose a u t h o r i t y — t o  s p e a k ,  t o a c t ,  

a n d  p e r h a p s  m o s t  i m p o r t a n t l y  t o  i n t e r c e d e  w i t h  God— was 

d i v i n e  a n d  y e t  not  G o d ' s . AO S i n c e  t h e  Q u r a n i c  me s s a g e s  

p r e s e n t e d  Muhammad ( a n d  a l l  of  t h e  o t h e r  p r o p h e t s  a l s o )  a s  

s t a n d i n g ,  no t  b e t w e e n  a m e r e  j i n n  or  f a m i l i a r  s p i r i t  and 

men ,  b u t  b e t w e e n  God and men,  t h e  c a t e g o r y  o f  " i mmo r t a l  g od"  

wa s  t he  one  t o  whi ch  h i s  p a g a n  h e a r e r s  saw h i m a s s i g n i n g  

h i m s e l f  ( a s  t h e  c l o s e s t  a v a i l a b l e  c a t e g o r y ) .  And t h e  J a h i l l  

c o n c e p t  o f  m e d i a t i o n  was n o t  a c a s e  o f  God a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f  — 

w h e t h e r  a c t u a l l y  or  o n l y  a p p a r e n t  l y 4 l - - b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  one o f  

G o d ' s  h a v i n g  t o  b a r g a i n  w i t h  h i s  c r e a t u r e s ,  who w e r e  t h u s  

made h i s  p e e r s .  Such a c o n c e p t  c o u l d  o n l y  be  v i e we d  as a  

b l a s p h e m o u s  d e n i a l  o f  G o d ' s  u n i t y ,  of h i s  u n i q u e n e s s .  And ,  

s o ,  t he  l i n e  d r a wn  b e t we e n  God a n d  h i s  c r e a t i o n  was t o  be

AOWhi l e  t h e r e  seems t o  be c o n s i d e r a b l e  a m b i g u i t y  i n  
t h e  Q u r ' a n  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  i n t e r c e s s i o n ,  i t  i s  v e r y  
c l e a r — a n d  t h i s  seems t o be  t he  m a i n  p o i n t  o f  Q u r a n i c  
t e a c h i n g  h e r e — t h a t  none  c a n  i n t e r c e d e  w i t h  God on h i s  own 
i n i t i a t i v e ,  n o n e  g a i n s  an a u d i e n c e  h e r e  by b a r g i n g  i n t o  t h e  
d i v i n e  p r e s e n c e ,  as  i t  w e r e ,  f o r  s u c h  a c c e s s  would 
n e c e s s i t a t e  t h e  e q u a l i t y  o f  p e e r s h i p  ( 1 0 : 3 , 1 8 ;  34: 23 ) .

4 1 The  c e n t r a l  B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f  m e d i a t i o n  
r e p r e s e n t s  a c a s e  of  Go d ' s  a p p e a r i n g  t o  be a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f .  
But  s uch  o p p o s i t i o n  i s  a p p a r e n t  o n l y .  As J o h n  R. W. S t o t t  
s a y s ,  s p e a k i n g  o f  C h r i s t ' s  d e a t h :  "The F a t h e r  did n o t  l a y
on t h e  Son  an o r d e a l  h e  was r e l u c t a n t  t o  b e a r ,  nor  d i d  t h e  
Son e x t r a c t  f r o m t he  F a t h e r  a  s a l v a t i o n  he was  r e l u c t a n t  t o  
b e s t o w " ;  The  C r o s s  o f  C h r i s t  ( Downer s  G r o v e ,  I L :  
I n t e r V a r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 6 ) ,  p .  151.
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made a s  h e a v y  as p o s s i b l e .  S i n c e  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  

c a t e g o r y  of  c r e a t u r e  i s  c o n t i n g e n t  u p o n  God ( a n d ,  h e n c e ,  

d e r i v e d ) ,  t h e  n e e d s  of c r e a t u r e l y  c o r p o r e a l i t y ,  o f  f o o d  or  

s  l e e p - - i n d e e d , of  a n y t h i n g  w h a t s o e v e r — c a t e g o r i c a l l y  d e n i e d  

one  t h e  s t a t u s  of  d e i t y  ( 2 : 2 5 5 ;  6 : 1 4 ;  c f ,  2 1 : 7 - 8 ) .

The Q u r ' a n  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  d e r i v e d  n a t u r e  o f  

c r e a t u r e h o o d , a g a i n  r e l a t i v e  t o  human a u t h o r i t y ,  m  t e r m s  of  

a n  a b s o l u t e  M a s t e r - s e r v a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n .  I t  i s  n o t  t h a t  man. 

t h e  s e r v a n t ,  i s  g i v e n  no a u t h o r i t y ,  f o r  j u s t  t he  o p p o s i t e  i s  

t h e  c a s e .  Th e  p o i n t ,  r a t h e r ,  i s  t h a t  of  none  b u t  God c a n  i t  

be  s a i d  t h a t  he  i s  no t  a s e r v a n t ;  f o r ,  f o l l o w i n g  t h e  

c o u n s e l s  of  h i s  own e t e r n a l  w i l l ,  he d o e s  t h e  b i d d i n g  o f  

none  a n d ,  of  c o u r s e ,  a n s w e r s  t o  none ( 1 8 : 2 6 - 2 7 ;  8 5 : 1 5 - 1 6 ) .  

H i s  s e r v a n t s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  do e v e r y t h i n g  " b y  t he  

p e r m i s s i o n  o f  God, "  and n o t h i n g  a t  a l l  a p a r t  f rom i t  ( 1 8 : 2 3 -  

2 4 ;  76 : 30 ; c f  . 8 : 1 7 ) . 42

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  B i b l i c a l  w r i t e r s  p r e s e n t  man as  a l wa y s  

e x e r c i s i n g  h i s  e a r t h l y  l o r d s h i p  a s  t h e  s e r v a n t  o f  God, 

waywar d  o r  o t h e r w i s e .  T h e r e  i s  a l s o ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  t e a c h i n g  

t h a t  God r e v e a l s  h i m s e l f - - a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  t h a t  he  r e v e a l s  h i s  

a b s o l u t e  a u t h o r i t y - - m o s t  c l e a r l y  when he  a s s ume s  a b s o l u t e  

s e r v a n t h o o d  i n  C h r i s t ' s  i n c a r n a t i o n .  Bu t ,  a s  t h i s  p o i n t

* a Th i s  b a s i c  o n t o l o g i c a l  d i s t i n c t i o n  i s  a l s o  
B i b l i c a l ,  of  c o u r s e .  The B i b l i c a l  p o s i t i o n  i s  t o  be 
q u a l i f i e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i n  t h a t  t he  God t o  whom a l l  a u t h o r i t y  
b e l o n g s  d e m o n s t r a t e s  h i s  e t e r n a l  l ove  by  t h e  o u t p o u r i n g  o f  
h i m s e l f  i n  v o l u n t a r y  s e r v i c e  ( e a c h  of  t h e  P e r s o n s  of  t h e  
t r i n i t y  s e r v i n g  t h e  o t h e r s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ) ;  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  God 
i s  e t e r n a l l y  S e r v a n t  (as  w e l l  a s  M a s t e r ,  of  c o u r s e ) .  As 
w i l l  be s e e n ,  t h e  B i b l i c a l  and Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t s  o f  t he  
d i v i n e  n a t u r e  a r e  s t r i k i n g l y  d i s s i m i l a r  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d .
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r e l a t e s  mo r e  d i r e c t l y  t o  G o d ' s  e t h i c a l  t h a n  t o  h i s  

o n t o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t ,  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  i t  w i l l  be 

r e s e r v e d  u n t i l  l a t e r .

B e s i d e s  t h e  o n t o l o g i c a l  a s p e c t  of  t h e  d i v i n e  

i m m a n ° n c e - - G o d ' s d i r e c t  i n v o l v e m e n t  i n  t h e  g o v e r n a n c e  o f  

e v e r y  a s p e c t  of  h i s  c r e a t i o n — w h i c h  we h a v e  s e e n ,  t h e r e  a r e  

a l s o  i t s  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  and  e t h i c a l  a s p e c t s . A3 The  two 

e l e m e n t s  c o m p o s i n g  t h e  c o m m u n i c a t i v e  a s p e c t  a r e ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  

n o n - v e r b a l  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  t he  c r e a t i o n ' s  a y a t  ( a n d  t h a t  wo u l d  

i n c l u d e  a n y  ' m i r a c u l o u s '  d i s p l a y  o f  Go d ' s  p o we r )  and,  

s e c o n d ,  t h e  v e r b a l  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  p r o p h e t i c  g u i d a n c e ;  a n d  t h e  

g r e a t l y  h e i g h t e n e d  p i t c h  of  t h e  l a t t e r  s a y s  s o m e t h i n g  b o t h  

a b o u t  God a n d  a b o u t  man.  On t h e  d i v i n e  s i d e ,  t h e  

i m p a s s i o n e d  a p p e a l s  of  t h e  p r o p h e t s ,  and mo s t  n o t a b l y  o f  

Muhammad,  s p e a k  v o l u m e s  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  e x t e n t  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  

i n v o l v e m e n t  w i t h  man.  Man,  a n d  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  m a n ' s  e t h i c a l  

o r i e n t a t i o n ,  i s  o b v i o u s l y  of  g r e a t  c o n c e r n  t o  Go d .  ( S i n c e  

God i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  e t h i c a l ,  h i s  r e l a t i o n  t o  man i s  

e s s e n t i a l l y  e t h i c a l  a l s o . )

The v e r y  f a c t  o f  v e r b a l  r e v e l a t i o n  n e c e s s a r i l y  

i m p l i e s  an a n a l o g i c a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  God a n d  man.

( F o r  t h e r e  t o  be g e n u i n e  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  g e n u i n e  l i k e n e s s  i s  

e s s e n t i a l . ) AA And t h e  c o r o l l a r y  of  t h i s  i s  t h a t  God i s

A3T h i s  b a s i c  d i v i s i o n  i s  t h a t  f o l l o w e d  by I z u t s u  i n  
God a n d  Man .

AAE s s e n t i a l  t o  a l l  t h e i s t i c  r e l i g i o n ,  t h i s  m a t t e r  of  
a n a l o g y  i s  w h a t  ma kes  t h e  g r e a t  f a c t  o f  d i v i n e  i mma n e n c e  a t  
a l l  b e a r a b l e ,  i n  t h a t ,  b e i n g  t r u l y  l i k e  u s ,  t h e  Nu mi n o u s  i s  
n o t  u t t e r l y  i n c o m p r e h e n s i b l e .
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e v e r y w h e r e  d e s c r i b e d  by r e c o u r s e  t o  t h e  same l i n g u i s t i c  

s t o c k  a s  i s  u s e d  o f  man.  For e x a m p l e ,  m o s t - - i f  n o t  a l l - -  

Q u r a n i c  v e r b s  p r e d i c a t e d  o f  God ( " c r e a t e , "  " j u d g e , "  " r u l e , "  

e t c . )  a r e  a l s o  p r e d i c a b l e  of  man ,  and  t h i s  makes  t h e  Go d ­

l i k e n e s s  of  man r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e  i m p o s s i b l e  to m i s s . 45

As f o r  t he  e t h i c a l  a s p e c t  of  t h e  d i v i n e  i mma n e n c e ,  

t h i s  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  God i s  e t h i c a l l y  e i t h e r  

p l e a s e d  o r  a n g e r e d  by b o t h  ma n ' s  b e l i e f  and h i s  b e h a v i o u r ,  

a l l  of  wh i c h  h a s  a s t r o n g  e t h i c a l  c o mp o n e n t .  C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  

i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  of  t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e r n ,  f o r  t h e  wh o l e  o f  

r e l i g i o n  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  d e p e n d e n t  on ma n ' s

T h i s  m a t t e r  o f  a n a l o g y  h a s  b e e n  a c k n o wl e d g e d  by some 
f e w Mus l i m s c h o l a r s  i n  some  s e n s e .  Bu t  on t h e  w h o l e  Mus l i m 
s c h o l a r s h i p  h a s  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  a v o i d e d  i t ,  a s  s o m e t h i n g  
w h i c h  d a n g e r o u s l y  i m p i n g e s  on t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  of  God;  i n  
p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  o f  t he  m u t a k a l l i m u n  have  been e a g e r  
t o  deny t h e  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  of m a n ' s  c r e a t i o n  in t h e  " i ma g e  
o f  God. "  As a r e s u l t ,  a l - K i r m a n i ,  f o r  e x a mp l e ,  a p p r o a c h e s  
t h e  m a t t e r  o f  r e v e l a t i o n ' s  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  d i v i n e - h u m a n  
a n a l o g y  i n  h i s  f amous  S h a r h  a l - B u k h a r i , but  f rom t h e  e x a c t  
o p p o s i t e  d i r e c t i o n ;  K i r m a n l ' s p o i n t  — r e a l l y  t h e  r e v e r s e  o f  
o u r s — i s  t h a t  p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o t h e  d i v i n e  a c t  of  r e v e l a t i o n  
i s  t he  p r o p h e t ' s  ' d e n a t u r a l i z a t i o n '  a s  a man ( c i t e d  by 
I z u t s u ,  God a n d  Man,  p.  1 6 7 ) ,  The m y s t i c  a l - G h a z a l T  i s  a 
n o t a b l e  e x c e p t i o n  h e r e ;  b u t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  o f  t he  
e x c e p t i o n s  a r e  f rom among t h e  m y s t i c a l l y  o r  t h e o s o p h i c a l l y  
i n c l i n e d .

* s Q u r a n i c  d e s c r i p t i v e s  o f  God,  f a r  f r o m b e i n g  
i n a c c e s s i b l e  i n  me a n i n g — a c c e s s o r i e s  o f  m a g i c a l  o r  m y s t i c a l  
v a l u e  o n l y  ( a s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  d h i k r ) — make more e x p l i c i t  
w h a t  t h e  v e r y  f a c t  o f  t he  r e v e l a t i o n  i m p l i e s .  T h a t  God i s  
c a l l e d  t h e  " mo s t  m e r c i f u l  o f  t h e  m e r c i f u l , "  " t h e  b e s t  o f  
f o r g i v e r s "  and t he  " j u s t e s t  of j u d g e s "  ( 7 : 1 5 1 , 1 5 5 ,  1 2 : 6 4 , 9 2
a n d  9 5 : 8  A r b e r r y )  means  q u i t e  s i m p l y  t h a t ,  w h i l e  l a n g u a g e  
may h e i e  be s t r e t c h e d  to i t s  l i m i t s ,  r e g u l a r  u s e r  me a n i n g  i s  
i n t e n d e d .  Ana l ogy  i s  no t  d e n i e d ,  b u t  on l y  q u a l i f i e d  i n  t h a t  
t o  God . b e l o n g s  t he  l o f t i e s t  of l i k e n e s s e s  ( 1 6 : 6 0 ;  30 :27 ) .
I n  t he  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  of  d i v i n e  o t h e r n e s s  t h i s  s e e ms  a k i n  to 

^  t h e  r i d e r  of  C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g y  t h a t ,  d e s p i t e  i t s  b e i n g  t r u e
’+2 t o  t he  e x t e n t  o f  m a n ' s  c a p a c i t y  t o  c o mp r e h e n d ,  human

l a n g u a g e  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  i n a d e q u a t e  when used  o f  God.
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e t h i c a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n .  And s i n c e ,  mo s t  

b a s i c a l l y ,  t h i s  i m p l i e s  t h a t  God ,  l i k e  man,  i s  t o  be v i e w e d  

a s  e t h i c a l  i n  n a t u r e , * 6 i t  u n d e r l i n e s  y e t  a g a i n  t h e  f a c t  of  

a n a l o g y .  As I z u t s u  p u t s  i t ,  e a c h  of  t h e  ke y  c o n c e p t s  i n  t h e  

s p h e r e  o f  human e t h i c s  i s  " b u t  a p a l e  r e f l e c t i o n - - o r  a v e r y  

i m p e r f e c t  i m i t a t i o n — of t h e  d i v i n e  n a t u r e  i t s e l f . " 47 S u c h  a 

c o n c e p t  o f  m o r a l  l i k e n e s s  b r i n g s  God v e r y  n e a r ,  a n d  i t  b e a r s  

r e p e a t i n g  t h a t  t h e  u r g e n c y  of  m a n ' s  e t h i c a l  c h o i c e  i s  t h e  

f a c t  t o  wh i c h  e v e r y t h i n g  e l s e  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  p o i n t s . 48

The e t h i c a l  p o l a r i t y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  c h o i c e  f i n d s  

i t s  s o u r c e ,  t h e n ,  m  t h e  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  of  God:  b e c a u s e

God i s  a t  o n c e  t h e  God o f  Wr a t h ,  o f  t e r r i b l e  v e n g e a n c e ,  and 

t h e  God o f  Me r c y ,  o f  g r a c e  and c o m p a s s i o n - - b e c a u s e  of  t h i s ,  

P a r a d i s e  a w a i t s  t h e  f a i t h f u l  and h e l l  t h e  u n b e l i e v i n g .

Wh i l e  t h e r e  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  some o v e r l a p p i n g  o f  t h e  two 

c a t e g o r i e s  of  w r a t h  and m e r c y  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  d i v i n e  

j u s t i c e , 49 i t  woul d  seem f a i r  t o  d e a l  w i t h  t h e  m o r a l

C

4 6 I z u t s u ,  God and M a n , p .  230.

47,I de m,  E t h i c o - R e l  i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s , p .  18.  As we 
s h a l l  s e e ,  t h e  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s  i s  t h a t  h u m i l i t y  wh i c h  i s  
b a s i c  t o  a l l  t h a t  t h e  Q u r ' a n  r e q u i r e s  o f  man ( s e e  p p .  4 6 - 4 9  
be  l o w ) ,

4 a F o r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  t he  
Q u r ’ a n ' s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  t h i s  a n a l o g y ,  s e e  p p .  4 6 - 5 0  and 
a l s o  t h e  t r e a t m e n t  o f  man f o l l o w i n g  ( p p .  7 4 - 8 0 ) .

4 9 As w i l l  be s e e n  b e l o w  ( s e e  p p .  4 0 - 4 4 ) ,  t h e r e  may be 
s o me  b a s i s  f o r  v i e w i n g  God a s  an e t h i c a l  d u a l i t y  i n  t he  
Q u r a n i c  v i e w .  T h a t ,  h o w e v e r ,  s h o u l d  n o t  be a l l o w e d  to 
o b s c u r e  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t o  a  l a r g e  d e g r e e  t h e  Q u r ' a n  may a l s o  
be s e e n  a s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h e  same s o r t  o f  p a r a d o x i c a l  o n e n e s s  
o f  j u s t i c e  and mercy a s  we f i n d  i n  t h e  B i b l e  ( D e u t .  1 0 : 1 3 ;  
3 3 : 2 - 3 ;  P r o v .  3 : 3 - 4 ;  J ohn  1 : 1 7 )  i n  t h a t  t h e  s i n n e r  i s  s a i d  
t o  s i n  a g a i n s t  h i m s e l f  p r i m a r i l y  ( 2 : 5 4 , 2 3 1 ;  3 : 1 1 7 ;  4 : 1 1 0 ;

SL
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c h a r a c t e r  of  God i n t e r m s  o f  j u s t i c e ,  on t he  one h a n d ,  a n d  

me r c y ,  on t h e  o t h e r .  I t  g o e s  w i t h o u t  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  two e t h i c a l  p o l e s  i n  ( o r  p e r h a p s  

' a s p e c t s  o f '  wou l d  be  more a p p r o p r i a t e  h e r e )  t h e  d i v i n e  

n a t u r e  c a n  o n l y  be b r o a d l y  s u g g e s t i v e .

On t h e  s i d e  o f  j u s t i c e ,  we a r e  t o l d  t h a t  1) God 

c a t e g o r i c a l l y  doe s  no wrong to a n y o n e - - a n d  t h i s  i s  

e s p e c i a l l y  e v i d e n t  i n  t h a t  a )  he h o l d s  each  on e  a c c o u n t a b l e  

f o r  h i s  o r  h e r  own s i n ,  and  b) he  d e s t r o y s  none  w i t h o u t  

w a r n i n g  ( 6 : 1 6 4 ;  1 7 : 1 5 - 1 6 ;  2 6 : 2 0 8 - 0 9 ;  c f .  6 7 : 0 —11) ,  2)  he i s  

u n a l t e r a b l y  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  f a l s e h o o d  a n d  i n j u s t i c e  o f  t he  

u n b e l i e v i n g  a n d ,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  u p h o l d s  t h e  c a u s e  of  t h e  

r i g h t e o u s  o p p r e s s e d  ( 4 : 2 , 1 3 5 ;  6 : 1 5 3 ;  1 6 : 9 0 ;  2 2 : 4 0 ;  c f .  

7 : 1 8 1 ) ,  3)  he w i l l  f a i t h f u l l y  r e w a r d  a n d  p u n i s h  on t h e  b a s i s  

of  h i s  mo s t  e x a c t  r e c o r d ,  h i s  f u l l  k n o wl e d g e ,  of  o u r  d e eds  

( 4 : 4 0 - 4 2 ;  1 8 : 4 8 - 4 9 ) ,  4)  he r u l e s  i n  wi sdom a c c o r d i n g  to h i s  

i n s c r u t a b l e  d e c r e e s ,  whi ch  i n c l u d e  h i s  g u i d i n g  t he  e l e c t  t o

7 : 1 6 0 ;  2 9 : 4 0 ) .  And s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  B i b l i c a l  e q u a t i o n  of 
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  t o  ' wi s d o m'  a n d  u n r i g h t e o u s n e s s  t o  ' f o l l y '  
f o u n d  t h r o u g h o u t  t he  book o f  P r o v e r b s  ( i n  p a r t i c u l a r  Pr ov .  
1 : 2 0 - 9 : 1 8 ) ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  r e f e r s  to i t s e l f  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  as  " a  
g u i d a n c e  [ i m p l y i n g  a l l  t he  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  an e x t e r n a l  
s t a n d a r d  o f  r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  i . e .  m  God] and a mer cy"  ( 3 1 : 3 ;  
c f .  7 : 1 5 4 ) .  T h i s  means  t h a t  t he  v a r i o u s  e x p r e s s i o n s  of  t h e  
( a p p a r e n t l y )  h a r s h ,  f o r b i d d i n g  a s p e c t  o f  t he  d i v i n e  
c h a r a c t e r ,  s u c h  t h i n g s  as  Q u r a n i c  p r o h i b i t i o n s  and 
p r e s c r i p t i o n s — and  i n  one s e n s e ,  e v e n  p u n i s h m e n t s — a l s o  a r e  
a me r c y  f r o m  God ( i n  t h a t  t h e y  g u i d e  t h o s e  who heed  them t o  
s a l v a t i o n ) .  The c o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  
b o t h  d i v i n e  j u s t i c e  a n d  d i v i n e  me r c y  w h i c h  f o l l o w s  w i l l  
f u r t h e r  e v i d e n c e  t h i s  e s s e n t i a l  e t h i c a l  o n e n e s s .  S o ,  w h i l e  
on t h e  one  hand  t he  Q u r a n i c  vi ew o f  s a l v a t i o n  may t e n d  
t o w a r d s  a n  e t h i c a l  d u a l i t y  i n  God,  on t h e  o t h e r  hand  t h e r e  
i s  much a l s o  t e n d i n g  t o w a r d s  d i v i n e  u n i t y ,  e t h i c a l l y ;  h e n c e ,  
t he  n o t i o n  o f  e t h i c a l  p o l a r i t y  h e r e  mus t  not  be  u n d u l y  
s t r e s s e d .
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b o t h  t e m p o r a l  a n d  e t e r n a l  r e w a r d  a n d  l e a d i n g  t h e  r e b e l l i o u s

a n d  i n s o l e n t  a s t r a y ,  and t h e r e a f t e r  e x e r c i s i n g  h i s  r i g h t  o f

p u n i s h m e n t  t o w a r d  t hem f o r  t h e i r  p e r s i s t e n c e  i n  u n b e l i e f  

( 6 : 3 9 ;  7 : 3 0 ;  1 4 : 4 ;  1 7 : 1 6 ;  3 0 : 2 5 - 2 7 )  and  5) he w i l l  

( u l t i m a t e l y )  make good t o t r i u m p h  o v e r  e v i l  ( 2 1 : 1 8 ;  2 4 : 5 5 ;

37 : 1 71-73 ) .

On t h e  s i d e  o f  m e r c y ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  1) God e x t e n d s  

t o  a l l  b o t h  a) h i s  p r o v i d e n t i a l  b o u n t y — as  i n  t h e  B i b l i c a l ,  

"He makes h i s  s u n  r i s e  on t h e  e v i l  and on t h e  good ,  and 

s e n d s  r a m  on t h e  j u s t  and on  t he  u n j u s t "  ( M a t t ,  5 : 4 5  RSV) - -  

and b) t h e  g u i d a n c e  o f  h i s  p r o p h e t i c  w a r n i n g  a n d  p r o m i s e  

( 2 : 2 4 3 , 2 5 1 ;  3 0 : 5 0 - 5 1 ;  7 6 : 3 ) ,  2) he e s p e c i a l l y  c a r e s  f o r  t h e  

b e l i e v e r s  ( and  f o r  t h e  o p p r e s s e d ) ,  d e l i v e r i n g  them f r om 

t h e i r  o p p r e s s o r s  ( 2 : 2 5 7 ;  3 : 1 4 6 - 5 0 ;  9 3 : 6 - 8 )  3) he  e x t e n d s  t o  

h i s  e l e c t ,  ' e f f e c t u a l  g u i d a n c e , '  i f  we may c a l l  i t  t h a t ,  

b o u n t i f u l  f o r g i v e n e s s ,  p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  t e m p o r a l  r e w a r d ,  and 

t h e  b l i s s  o f  p a r a d i s e  ( 3 : 1 4 6 - 4 8 ;  2 4 : 2 1 ;  3 9 : 3 3 - 3 7 ) .  The 

p r i m a r y  e m p h a s e s  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n  h e r e  a r e  on t h e  

s u p e r a b u n d a n c e  o f  G o d ' s  p r o v i d e n t i a l  g o o d n e s s  ( wh i c h  l e a v e s  

man u t t e r l y  i n d e b t e d  t o  him m  b o t h  g r a t i t u d e  and  s e r v i c e ) ,  

and on t h e  s u p e r a b u n d a n c e  o f  Go d ' s  p a r d o n  f o r  b e l i e v e r s  

( i . e .  r e p e n t a n t  s i n n e r s 9 0 ) a n d ,  a l t e r n a t e l y ,  o f  h i s  

u n f a i l i n g  p r o f f e r  of  g u i d a n c e ,  w i t h  i t s  u t t e r l y  r e a s o n a b l e  

m o r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ( e . g .  7 : 4 2 ) .

s o The  t e r m  " s i n n e r "  i s  u s ed  t h r o u g h o u t  t h i s  p a p e r  i n  
i t s  b a s i c  s e n s e  o f  "one  who c o mmi t s  s i n " ;  t h a t  u s a g e  whi ch 
wo u l d  c o n f i n e  i t  t o  t h o s e  g u i l t y  o f  g r o s s  i n d e c e n c i e s  and 
c r i m i n a l  a c t s  ( o r  p r o f l i g a t e  l i v i n g ,  g e n e r a l l y )  i s  n o t  
i n t e n d e d  h e r e .

ife
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I t  i s  i n  t e r m s  of  t h i s  p o l a r i t y  w i t h i n  t h e  e t h i c a l  

c h a r a c t e r  of  God t h a t  t h e  p r o b l e m  of  t h e o d i c y ,  t o u c h e d  or.  

a b o v e ,  r e a c h e s  i t s  p e a k .  A d m i t t e d l y ,  t h e r e  i s  t r e m e n d o u s  

t e n s i o n  f o r  t h e  mo d e r n  ( W e s t e r n )  r e a d e r  b e t w e e n  a God who i s  

c o m p a s s i o n a t e ,  c an  do no w r o n g ,  and  who y e t  l e a d s  a s t r a y ,  

c o n s i g n i n g  t h e  n o n - e l e c t  b o t h  t o  t h e i r  c r i m e  ( i . e .  t h e  

i n s o l e n c e  o f  t h e i r  u n b e l i e f )  a n d  t o  i t s  e t e r n a l  

p u n i s h m e n t . 51 Bu t ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  

t h e  a b s o l u t e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  God and  t h e  r e a l i t y  o f  human 

d e c i s i o n - m a k i n g  ( r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ) ,  t h i s  p o l a r i t y  i s  n e v e r  a t  

a l l  d e a l t  w i t h  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n . 53 L i k e l y  i t  i s  t o  be

s l But  t h i s  i s  i n  no w i s e  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  a n  
e x c l u s i v e l y  mo d e r n  p r o b l e m ,  and i t  r e l a t e s ,  n o t  o n l y  t o 
W e s t e r n ,  b u t  a l s o  t o  W e s t e r n i z e d  r e a d e r s  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  
H e n c e ,  i t  p l a y e d  a s i g n i f i c a n t  p a r t  i n  p r o d u c i n g  much of  t h e  
k a l a m  d e b a t e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  c e n t u r i e s  o f  I s l a m i c  h i s t o r y ,  t o  
be  v i e w e d  as  f o r m a t i v e  of  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  S u n n i  
t h e o l o g i z i n g .  P r e d i c t a b l y  e n o u g h ,  g i v e n  i t s  r a t i o n a l i s t i c  
a p p r o a c h ,  t h e  d e b a t e  o f f e r e d  t h e  two o p t i o n s  o f  e x p l a i n i n g  
away  e i t h e r  t h e  o n t o l o g i c a l  o r  t h e  e t h i c a l  s i d e  of  t h e  
d i l e mma  o f  t h e o d i c y  ( r a t h e r  t h a n  any s o r t  o f  e x u l t i n g  i n  t h e  
p a r a d o x  a p p a r e n t  t h e r e ) .  The  Mue t a z i l a  c h o s e  t he  f o r m e r  
c o u r s e ,  w h i l e — on a r a t i o n a l  l e v e l ,  a t  l e a s t  —  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  
" o r t h o d o x "  m u t a k a l l i m u n  o p t e d  i n e r t  s i n g l y  f o r  a v i r t u a l  
a g n o s t i c i s m  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  e t h i c a l  ( a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  a l l )  
d e s c r i p t i v e s  o f  God;  t h e  p o i n t  h e r e  b e i n g  t h a t  a n o n - i s s u e  
t o  t h e  d y n a m i c  mi nd o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  was i n s t a n t l y  a g r e a t  
i s s u e  t o  t h a t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  H e l l e n i z e d  c o n v e r t s  t o  I s l a m  ( c f .  
n .  28 a b o v e ) .  Of c o u r s e ,  a  s i m i l a r  s t o r y  i s  t o  be t o l d  o f  
e a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  t h e o l o g i c a l  d e v e l o p m e n t s .

I n  t h e  mo d e r n  e r a  a g a i n ,  t h e  r e a c t i o n  o f  w r i t e r s  s u c h  
a s  F a z l u r  Rahman t o  S u n n i  o r t h o d o x y ' s  t h e o l o g i c a l  
o b s c u r a n t i s m  i s  r e v i v i n g  much  o f  t h e  o l d  d e b a t e  i n  t h e  
s p i r i t  o f  t h e  e a r l y  M u * t a z i l a ;  I s l a m , 2d  ed .  ( C h i c a g o :  
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 9 ) ;  s e e  a l s o  R a h m a n ' s  e n t r y  
i n  E n c y c l o p a e d i a  B r i t a n n i c a , 1 5 t h  ed .  ( 1 9 8 5 ) ,  s . v .  " I s l a m i c  
T h e o l o g y " ;  c f .  Daud R a h b a r ' s  God o f  J u s t i c e .

5 3 C a n d i d  a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  o f  t h i s  i s  a p r e r e q u i s i t e  t o  
a n y  p r o f i t a b l e  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h e  i s s u e :  i n  o r d e r  r i g h t l y  t o
a p p r e c i a t e  Q u r a n i c  a n t i n o m y ,  t h e  r e a d e r  mus t  r emove  t h e  l e n s  
o f  W e s t e r n  r e d u c t i o n i s m  ( s e e  n .  28  a b o v e ) .  F a i l i n g  h e r e ,
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e x p l a i n e d  i n  t e r m s  o f ,  f i r s t ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  i m p l i c i t l y  

v i e w i n g  i t s  r e v e l a t i o n  of  d i v i n e  t r u t h  a s  p a r t i a l  ( g i v e n  t h e  

l i m i t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  human mi n d )  a n d ,  s e c o n d ,  i t s  w o r k i n g  w i t h  

a c o n c e p t  of God as t h e  u l t i m a t e  s t a n d a r d  o f  g o o d n e s s  

( g o o d n e s s  a n s w e r s  t o  him,  a n d  n o t  v i c e - v e r s a ) . 53

T o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h e  o t h e r  p r o b l e m s  r e l a t e d  t o t h e  

c o n c e p t  o f  a b s o l u t e  s o v e r e i g n t y  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h e  

a r b i t r a r i n e s s  commonl y  a s s u me d  t o  be i n v o l v e d  i n  i t s  

e x e r c i s e  ( i . e .  a s s u m e d  on t h e  b a s i s  of  a n  i s o l a t i o n  of  

s o v e r e i g n t y  f r o m  i t s  Q u r a n i c  c o u n t e r p a r t  of  human 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y )  ha s  c a u s e d  some s e r i o u s l y  t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  

r e a l i t y  o f  d i v i n e  h o l i n e s s  ( a l o n g  wi t h  j u s t i c e  and t r u t h ) .  

The Q u r ' a n ' s  d i s t i n c t  vi ew o f  s i n  and o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  and a  

h o s t  of  o t h e r  f a c t o r s  e n t e r  i n  h e r e  a l s o .  E v e n  more  b a s i c  

i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  c o u n t e r - b a l a n c i n g  o f  t h e  

s t r o n g  Q u r a n i c  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  d i v i n e  ' m i s l e a d i n g '  o f  

u n b e l i e v e r s  w i t h  any s i g n i f i c a n t  t e a c h i n g  on God a s  a  God o f  

h o l i n e s s  and  t r u t h :  o n l y  o n c e  i s  h o l i n e s s  a t t r i b u t e d  t o God

( 6 2 : 1 )  a n d  t he  c o n t e x t  t h e r e  d o e s  n o t  s p e c i f y  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  

o n t o l o g i c a l  o r  e t h i c a l  h o l i n e s s  w h i c h  i s  i n  v i e w .  S i m i l a r l y  

t h e r e  i s  n o  c l e a r  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h e  e f f e c t  t h a t ,  e t h i c a l l y ,

God i s  T r u t h . 5 *

one f i n d s  f a l s e  s o l u t i o n s  by  f o r c i n g  t h e  Q u r a n i c  d a t a  i n t o  
f o r e i g n  c a t e g o r i e s  o f  t h o u g h t  ( i . e .  f o r e i g n  t o  t he  mi nd  o f  
t h e  Q u r ' a n ) .

“ Wh i l e  i t  i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h i s  l a t t e r  i s s u e ,  an  
e s s e n t i a l l y  G r e e k  o n e ,  i s  n e v e r  a d d r e s s e d  by t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  i t  
w o u l d  be q u i t e  o u t  of  k e e p i n g  w i t h  t he  b a s i c  t h r u s t  o f  
Q u r a n i c  t h e o l o g i z i n g  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  God s h o u l d  be made  
d e p e n d e n t  on a n y o n e  o r  a n y t h i n g .
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On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  he i s  t r u e ,  i s  

d e e p l y  c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  f a l s e  b e l i e f s  a n d  w o r s h i p ,  t h e  

f a l s e  v a l u e s  and  m o r a l i t y ,  o f  t h e  i d o l a t e r s  ( e . g .  3 1 : 3 0 ) .  

T h a t  he i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o f  J a h i l l  f a l s e h o o d  b y  

t r u t h ,  t h i s  b e i n g  t h e  c o s mi c  b a t t l e  i n  w h i c h  Muhammad and 

t h e  umma a r e  t o  s e e  t h e m s e l v e s  e n g a g e d ,  i s  s e l f - e v i d e n t ,  

d e s p i t e  i t s  b e i n g  e x p r e s s l y  s t a t e d  o n l y  o n c e  ( 2 1 : 1 8 ) .  

F u r t h e r ,  t h e  g e n e r a l  f i x i t y  o f  Q u r a n i c  m o r a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s * 5 

a r g u e s  f o r  t h e  e t h i c a l  h o l i n e s s  of  God.  And i t  must  be  

s a i d ,  f i n a l l y ,  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  God w h i c h  i s  

p r i m a r i l y  i n  v i e w h e r e  and w h i c h  t o  a c o n s i d e r a b l e  e x t e n t  

r e p l a c e s  t h e  g r e a t  B i b l i c a l  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  a b s o l u t e  

h o l i n e s s  o f  God.

The B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t  o f  d i v i n e  h o l i n e s s  d o e s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  t a k e  us  b e y o n d  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d i v i n e  j u s t i c e ,  f o r  

i t  r o o t s  t h e  e t h i c a l  c h a r a c t e r  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  g o o d n e s s ,  

m e r c y ,  and j u s t i c e )  of  a l l  G o d ' s  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  man i n  t h e  

e s s e n t i a l  s e p a r a t e n e s s  o f  God f r om a l l  e v i l .  C o u p l e  s u c h  a

5 *The  t r a n s l a t i o n  of  a l - h a q q  i n  3 1 : 3 0  a s  " t h e  T r u e "  
( P i c k t h a l l )  o r  " t h e  ( o n l y )  R e a l i t y "  ( Y. A l i )  i s  p r e f e r a b l e  
t o  A r b e r r y ’ s  " t h e  T r u t h " ;  f o r ,  as  t h e  c o n t e x t  ma k e s  p l a i n ,  
i t  i s  t r u t h ,  o n t o l o g i c a l l y  ( a n d  n o t  e t h i c a l l y )  wh i c h  i s  i n  
v i e w h e r e ,

**The  p r i n c i p l e  o f  a b r o g a t i o n  ( 1 3 : 3 9 ;  1 6 : 1 0 1 )  l e a v e s  
t h e  b u l k  o f  ( n o n - c u l t i c )  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  i n t a c t ;  t h e r e  i s  
no s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  s u c h  p r o h i b i t i o n s  as  t h a t  a g a i n s t  u s u r y ,  
i n f a n t i c i d e ,  i n d e c e n c y ,  a d u l t e r y ,  t h e  a b u s e  of  p a r e n t s  o r  
o r p h a n s ,  e t c .  we r e  i n  a n y  w i s e  a l t e r a b l e .

On t h e  e a r l y  umma' s  r e s t r i c t i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  of  
a b r o g a t i o n  t o  t h e  t e x t  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  ( i . e .  one  Q u r a n i c  
r e v e l a t i o n  v i s - a - v i s  a c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  l a t e r  o n e ) ,  s e e :

^  E r n e s t  Hahn ,  " S i r  S a y y i d  Aftmad K h a n ' s  The C o n t r o v e r s y  o v e r
** A b r o g a t i o n  ( i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n ) :  An A n n o t a t e d  T r a n s l a t i o n , "  The

M u s l i m  W o r l d  64 ( A p r i l  1 9 7 4 ) : 1 2 4 - 3 3 .
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c o n c e p t  w i t h  t h e  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  o f  d i v i n e - h u m a n  a n a l o g y ,  

and t h e  h o l i n e s s  o f  God b e come s  t h e  g r o u n d  o f  m o r a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  ( Lev .  1 1 : 4 4 - 4 5 ;  1 9 : 2 ;  2 0 : 2 6 ) ;  f o r  man,  c r e a t e d  i n  

G o d ' s  l i k e n e s s ,  i s  d e s i g n e d  t o  i ma g e  t he  v e r y  c h a r a c t e r  of  

God.  A g a i n ,  t h i s  g o e s  be yond  t h e  Q u r a n i c  ( and  e q u a l l y  

B i b l i c a l )  m o t i v a t i o n  o f  r e w a r d ,  b o t h  p o s i t i v e  a n d  n e g a t i v e ,  

i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d i v i n e  j u s t i c e ,  s i n c e  i t  b a s e s  

m a n ' s  o b l i g a t i o n  t o  c o n f o r m  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  an a l t o g e t h e r  

j u s t  J u d g e  o n  e s s e n t i a l  l i k e n e s s . sa

Bey o n d  t h i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  l a r g e r  i s s u e  t o  whi ch  t h i s  

m a t t e r  o f  h o l i n e s s  p o i n t s  i s  t h a t  o f  t h e  s e l f - r e v e l a t i o n  of  

God.  B i b l i c a l l y ,  m a n ' s  s i n  i s  an  o f f e n s e  a g a i n s t  t he  

h o l i n e s s  of  God a n d ,  s o ,  c o n s i s t e n t l y  c a l l s  f o r  t h e  j u s t  

j u d g m e n t  of  God.  From a  t h e o l o g i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w ,  t h e n ,  i t  

i s  t h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  h o l i n e s s  w h i c h  g i v e s  r i s e  t o t h e  c e n t r a l  

B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  o f  s a c r i f i c i a l  a t o n e m e n t . 57 The p o i n t  h e r e  

i s  t h a t  " t h e  one t h i n g  God c o u l d  n o t  do i n  t h e  f a c e  o f  human 

r e b e l l i o n  w a s  n o t h i n g . " s a  B e c a u s e ,  B i b l i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,

"The h o l i n e s s  of  G o d . . .  i s  m e a n i n g l e s s  w i t h o u t  j u d g m e n t , "  

w r i t e s  P.  T.  F o r s y t h ,  God " . . . m u s t  e i t h e r  i n f l i c t  p u n i s h m e n t

s a T h i s  t o p i c  w i l l  be t a k e n  up i n  o u r  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  
C o v e n a n t  b e l o w  ( s e e  pp.  6 7 - 7 0 ) .

570 f  c o u r s e ,  no B i b l i c a l  r e a d e r  n e e d s  c o n v i n c i n g  of  
t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  of  e i t h e r  s a c r i f i c e  o r  s a c r i f i c i a l  i m a g e r y  i n  
b o t h  O l d  and  New T e s t a m e n t s .  And ,  a s  t he  New T e s t a m e n t  
i n t e r p r e t s  i t ,  t h e  Ol d  T e s t a m e n t ' s  u s e  of  s a c r i f i c i a l  
i m a g e r y  " h a s  t h e  i n t e n t i o n  of  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  J e s u s  
d i e d  w i t h o u t  s i n  i n  s u b s t i t u t i o n  f o r  o u r  s i n s " ;  J o a c h i m  
J e r e m i a s ,  T he  C e n t r a l  M e s s a g e  o f  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t  (New 
Yor k :  C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  So n s ,  1 9 6 5 ) ,  p .  3 6 .

5 a S t o t t ,  C r o s s  o f  C h r i s t ,  p.  153 .
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o r  a s s ume  i t . . .  He c h o s e  t h e  l a t t e r  c o u r s e ,  a s  h o n o u r i n g  

t h e  law w h i l e  s a v i n g  t h e  g u i l t y .  He t o o k  Hi s  own 

j u d g m e n t . " 59 T h e r e  i s ,  t h e n ,  no f o r g i v e n e s s  o f  s m  w i t h o u t  

w h a t  B o n h o e f f e r  h a s  c a l l e d  " c o s t l y  g r a c e , "  t h e  g r a c e  

d i s p l a y e d  i n  C h r i s t ' s  f r e e l y  g i v i n g  h i s  l i f e  a  r a ns om f o r  

s i n f u l  man.

He n c e ,  B i b l i c a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  G o d ' s  h o l i n e s s  may be 

v i e w e d  a s  t h e  g u a r a n t o r  of  a l l  h i s  ' c o m m u n i c a b l e '  ( i . e .  

e t h i c a l )  a t t r i b u t e s ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h a t  w h i c h  a s s u r e s  u s  t h a t  

h i s  mercy d o e s  n o t  a r b i t r a r i l y  " o v e r r i d e "  h i s  j u s t i c e  m  t h e  

f o r g i v e n e s s  of  s m .  D i v i n e  h o l i n e s s  i s  wha t  g u a r a n t e e s  t h e  

e t h i c a l  ' w h o l e n e s s ' - - o r , i n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  t h e  u n i t y - - o f  God.

By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e l y  o m i t s  t h e  

n o t i o n  of  a t o n e m e n t .  A d m i t t e d l y ,  i t  i s  d i ml y  e c h o e d  i n  t h e  

a c c o u n t  o f  t h e  s a c r i f i c i a l  o f f e r i n g  by Abr aham ( I b r a h i m ) o f  

h i s  s o n ,  a s  w e l l  as  i n  i t s  p r e s c r i b e d  r i t u a l  c o mme mo r a t i o n  

by t h e  c o mmu n i t y  ( 3 7 : 9 9 - 1 1 1 ;  2 2 : 3 4 - 3 7 ) ,  b u t  a l t o g e t h e r  t h e  

Q u r ' a n  a s s i g n s  t o  s a c r i f i c e  o n l y  a p e r i p h e r a l  p l a c e  i n  i t s  

v i e w  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  w h i l e  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  s i n ' s  

o f f e n s i v e n e s s  t o  God mu s t  be  v i e we d  as  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  

c o n c e p t  o f  d i v i n e  w r a t h ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a v o i d s  any  

e x p l i c i t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  s i n  a s  an o f f e n s e  t o  God.  I t  d o e s  s o ,  

s e e m i n g l y ,  i n  o r d e r  t o  r e f u s e  i t s  p a g a n  h e a r e r s  any s e n s e  o f  

s a t i s f a c t i o n  i n  h a v i n g  p e r s o n a l l y  o f f e n d e d  God,  a s  i f  s uch  

an a d m i s s i o n  m i g h t  s u g g e s t  a  v u l n e r a b i l i t y  i n  God ( s i n c e  t h e

S 9 The  C r u c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  C r o s s  ( Lo n d o n :  I n d e p e n d e n t  
P r e s s ,  1 9 0 9 ) ,  p .  98.
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s i n s  o f  mer e  m o r t a l s  m i g h t  t h u s  be t h o u g h t  t o  s u b j e c t  h i m t o  

p e r s o n a l  i n j u r y ) .  Bu t ,  w h a t e v e r  t h e  c a s e ,  t he  g r o u n d  o f  

t h i s  e n t i r e  r e g i o n  o f  Q u r a n i c  t h o u g h t  mus t  be t r a v e r s e d  by 

mere  i n f e r e n c e ,  n o t h i n g  h a v i n g  b e e n  s t a t e d  c l e a r l y .  He n c e ,  

c h a l l e n g i n g  n e i t h e r  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  n o r  t h e  c e n t r a l i t y  of  

s a c r i f i c e  i n  b o t h  Ol d  a n d  New T e s t a m e n t s ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  s i m p l y  

o m i t s  a n y  r e a l  c o n c e p t  o f  a t o n e m e n t ,  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  i n s t e a d  

i t s  own m i n i m a l  v i e w  of  s a c r i f i c e ,  a s  i f  i t s  a s s u m p t i o n  were  

t h a t  i t s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s a c r i f i c e  ( a n d  t h e  r e l a t e d  c o n c e p t s  of  

a t o n e m e n t ,  p r o p i t i a t i o n ,  e t c . )  s h o u l d  i n  no wi s e  d i s t u r b  or  

d i s ma y  a d h e r e n t s  o f  t he  B i b l i c a l  t r a d i t i o n s . 60

A l t h o u g h  t h e  Q u r ' a n  e n u n c i a t e s  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  

c o n c e r n i n g  i t s  d o c t r i n e  o f  s a l v a t i o n , 61 i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  f rom

J 6 ° T h i s  i s  n o t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  r e m a r k a b l e  i n t h e  c a s e  of
t h e  J e w s ,  g i v e n  t h a t  s i n c e  t h e  d e s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  t e m p l e  i n  
70 A.D.  J u d a i s m  ha d  b e e n  u n a b l e  t o  o b s e r v e  a n y  o f  t h e  
S c r i p t u r a l  p r e s c r i p t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  s a c r i f i c i a l  o f f e r i n g s  
( d u e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  by t h e n  s a c r i f i c e  had been  
s t r i c t l y  f o r b i d d e n  o u t s i d e  of  a f u l l y  o p e r a t i o n a l  p r i e s t l y  
s e r v i c e  i n  J e r u s a l e m ' s  t e m p l e  p r e c i n c t s ) .

I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  C h r i s t i a n s ,  i t  d o u b t l e s s  
u n d e r s c o r e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Muhammad h a d  l i t t l e  d i r e c t  
d e a l i n g s  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n  c o m m u n i t i e s ,  e x c e p t  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  
t o  h i s  h e g e m o n i c  r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l  c o n c e r n  t o  c l e a n s e  t h e  
A r a b s  o f  t h e i r  i d o l a t r y .

I

6 1 I n  t e r m s  o f  i t s  b r o a d  c o n c e r n s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t he  
Q u r ' a n ' s  v i s i o n  of  s a l v a t i o n  c o n s i s t s  o f  t h e  r e s c u e  of  
( i d o l a t r o u s )  man f r o m  t h e  d i s a s t r o u s  p a t h  h e  has  t a k e n  a n d  
o f  h i s  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  " t r u e  p a t h , "  t h a t  of  s u b m i s s i o n  t o 
d i v i n e l y  r e v e a l e d  t r u t h .  R e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  B i b l i c a l  d o c t r i n e  
( w i t h  i t s  m a j o r  e mp h a s e s  on  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n ,  
a n d  u n i o n  w i t h  C h r i s t ) ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  a f f o r d s  i t s  
r e a d e r  v e r y  l i t t l e  d a t a  o n  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s a l v a t i o n .  I t s  
e n t i r e  f o c u s  i s ,  r a t h e r ,  on  t h e  way o f  s a l v a t i o n - - o n  t r u e  
f a i t h  a n d  p r a c t i c e — and o n  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  ( a n d  e v e n t u a l l y  on 
t h e  communal  a l s o )  a s  t h e  means  by w h i c h  man i s  r e t u r n e d

C f r o m  h i s  r u i n o u s  e r r o r  ( t h a t  i s ,  on t h e  p r o p h e t i c  a s  t h e  
me ans  o f  d i v i n e  r e v e l a t i o n  and o n  t h e  communal  a s  t h e  means  
b y  whi ch  i t s  h i s t o r i c a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  i s  w i d e l y  e x t e n d e d ) .
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a t h e o l o g i c a l  p e r s p e c t i v e  f o r g i v e n e s s  r e q u i r e s  o n l y  God ' s  

m e r c i f u l  " o v e r l o o k i n g "  ( a n d  r e mo v a l )  o f  o n e ' s  s i n s ,  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  s o v e r e i g n  e l e c t i o n  ( a n d  e f f e c t u a l  g u i d i n g ) .  

But  s u c h  a t r a n s a c t i o n  i s  v e r y  p r o b l e m a t i c  f o r ,  i n  t h e  c a s e  

of  t h e  e l e c t ,  G o d ' s  mer cy  d i s r e g a r d s  h i s  j u s t i c e .

Wi t h  no c o n c e p t  of  a t o n e m e n t — of  Go d ' s  m e r c y ' s  

m e e t i n g  t h e  demands  o f  h i s  h o l i n e s s  and j u s t i c e - - t h e r e  

a p p e a r  t o  be t h r e e  o p t i o n s  h e r e :  f i r s t ,  God may be

c o n s i d e r e d  an e t h i c a l  d u a l i t y ,  w i t h  now mercy and now 

j u s t i c e  p r e v a i l i n g ;  s e c o n d ,  one may c o n c l u d e  t h a t  when u s e d  

of  God " me r c y "  and  " j u s t i c e ” a r e  n o t  t o  be g i v e n  t h e i r  

no r ma l  me a n i n g s  ( wh i c h  i s  t o  say t h a t  w h e r e v e r  t h e y  a p p e a r  

t o s u g g e s t  a d u a l i t y  i n  God t he y  a r e  t o  be  e f f e c t i v e l y  

e m p t i e d  o f  a l l  c o n t e n t ) ;  t h i r d ,  on e  may a s s i g n  t h e  d u a l i t y  

to m a n k i n d ,  d e v a l u i n g  t h e  s i n s  o f  t h e  e l e c t  ( u n l i k e  t h o s e  of  

t h e  n o n - e l e c t ) ,  so t h a t  t h e i r  f o r g i v e n e s s  i s  n o t  i n  

c o n t r a d i c t i o n  t o  t he  d i v i n e  j u s t i c e .

Wh i l e  t h e r e  a r e  a number  o f  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  p o i n t s

wh i c h  mi g h t  be v i e we d  a s  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  l a s t  o p t i o n ,  i t  i s

r a t h e r  u n l i k e l y ,  g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  due t o t h e  Qu r a n i c

a p p r e c i a t i o n  of  t h e  u n i v e r s a l  s a me n e s s  o f  s i n .  Of c o u r s e ,

Mus l i ms  h a v e  g e n e r a l l y  t e n d e d  to o p t  f o r  t he  u n k n o w a b i l i t y

of  God h e r e ,  a n d ,  r e g a r d l e s s  of  wh i c h  o p t i o n  i s  t a k e n ,  t he

n e t  e f f e c t  i s  t h e  same:  a s t r o n g  e l e m e n t  of  a m b i g u i t y ,  of

Beyond t h e  f a c t  t h a t  m a n ' s  s i n  n e c e s s i t a t e s  b o t h  f o r g i v e n e s s  
and p u r i f i c a t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  no e l a b o r a t i o n  o f  what  
i s  i n v o l v e d  m  s a l v a t i o n  o r  o f  how i t  i s  a c c o m p l i s h e d ,  
e i t h e r  on t h e  d i v i n e  o r  human s i d e ;  what  d a t a  i s  t o be f o u n d  
i s  g e n e r a l l y  so f r a g m e n t a r y  a s  a l m o s t  t o  w a r r a n t  o n e ' s  
s a y i n g  t h a t  n o t h i n g  o f  r e a l  s u b s t a n c e  i s  g i v e n  h e r e .
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o b s c u r i t y ,  i s  i n j e c t e d  i n t o  t h e  e n t i r e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  ( a s  b e i n g  i n t r o d u c e d  i n t o  t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  

of  e i t h e r  God o r  man) .  In v i e w o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  o v e r a l l  

p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  God,  s u c h  a m b i g u i t y  may w e l l  be i n  o r d e r .

O b s e r v i n g  some o f  t h e  r a d i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  i n  e m p h a s i s  

b e t w e e n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  ( a n d  mor e  p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  b e t w e e n  

' o r t h o d o x '  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  i t )  and  t h e  B i b l e ,  many have  

d e n i e d  t h a t  m  t h e  Q u r ' a n  God i s  s e l f - r e v e a l i n g ,  i n  any r e a l  

s e n s e  of  t h e  t e r m .  I t  ha s  s o m e t i m e s  b e e n  s a i d ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

t h a t  i t  i s  o n l y  h i s  w i l l  and  not  h i m s e l f  t h a t  he  r e v e a l s  

t h e r e .  The  i m p l i c i t  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g — t h e r e  i s  

some m e r i t  i n  s u c h  an a s s e r t i o n ,  f o r  God i s  n e v e r  p r e s e n t e d  

i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  a s  i n t i m a t e l y  s e l f - r e v e a l i n g ,  and  t h e r e  i s  t o  

be f o u n d  t h e r e  l i t t l e  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  i n t i m a c y  e v e r y w h e r e  

e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  B i b l e . 62 R a t h e r ,  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  God i s  much 

f a r t h e r  f r o m  v i e w , 63 i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  a b u n d a n t  d a t a

6 2 I n  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v e n t  o f  h i s  i n c a r n a t i o n  and  i t s  
Old T e s t a m e n t  f o r e s h a d o w i n g s ,  God,  a s  C o v e n a n t  Maker  and 
C o v e n a n t  K e e p e r ,  u n r e l e n t i n g l y  d r a w s  waywar d  man i n t o  a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s h i p  and p e r s o n a l  communi on,  
v i e w e d  as  m a n ' s  f i n a l  g o a l  a n d ,  h e n c e ,  h i s  p u r p o s e  m  
c r e a t i o n  ( J e r .  3 1 : 3 3 - 3 4 ;  J o h n  1 7 : 3 ;  Rev.  2 1 : 1 - 4 ) .

63A c c o r d i n g l y , t h e r e  i s  t h e r e  c o n s i d e r a b l y  mor e  
g r o u n d  f o r  u n c e r t a i n t y  i n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  g r e a t  
mass  o f  d a t a  c o n c e r n i n g  G o d ' s  p e r s o n ,  c h a r a c t e r ,  e t c .  
C o n s i d e r ,  by  way o f  c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  u t t e r  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a 
c o n c e p t  o f  God a s  u n k n o w a b l e — t o m a n ' s  i n t e l l e c t ,  a t  l e a s t - -  
o f  a t h e o l o g y  t h a t  i s  v i r t u a l l y  p r o p o s i t i o n l e s s  and y e t  
B i b l i c a l l y  b a s e d .

Two t h i n g s  among a h o s t  of  t h i n g s  whi ch  e voke  t h e  
s h a p e  of  B i b l i c a l  t h e o l o g i z i n g  t e n d  t o  o b s c u r e ,  f o r  t h e  
W e s t e r n  r e a d e r  o f  t he  Q u r ' a n ,  G o d ' s  r e m o t e n e s s  i n  t h i s  
s e n s e .  The f i r s t  i s  t h e  s t r o n g  e m p h a s i s  on  t h e  i n t e n s e  
i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  God w i t h  man,  whi ch  hap  b e e n  d i s c u s s e d  a b o v e .  
The s e c o n d ,  and t h e  c o r o l l a r y  of  t h i s  f i r s t  p o i n t ,  i s  t h e  
v e r y  f a c t  o f  t h e  p r o n o u n c e d  t h e o c e n t r i c i t y  of  Q u r a n i c
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c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  b e i n g ,  c h a r a c t e r  and wor ks  a r e  n o t  g i v e n  i n  

t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  a c o v e n a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  m u t u a l  i n t i m a c y . 6A

To p u t  t h e  m a t t e r  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  b o t h  S c r i p t u r e s  a r e  

e q u a l l y  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  m a n ' s  e t h i c a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  t he  

r e v e l a t i o n ;  b u t ,  w h i l e  t h e  B i b l e  c o n c e i v e s  of  t h a t  r e s p o n s e  

a s  b e i n g  w i t h i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  Go d ' s  i n t i m a t e  r e v e l a t i o n  of  

h i m s e l f  t o  man,  a s  t he  God of  c o v e n a n t  l o v e  ( Exod .  1 9 : 3 - 6 ;  

De u t .  7 : 7 - 1 6 ;  1 0 : 1 2 - 1 1 : 3 2 ,  e t c . ) ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  e x p r e s s l y  

d e f i n e s  i t s  c o n t e x t  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t e r ms  o f  t h e  

i n t i m a t e  r e v e l a t i o n  of  man t o Go d . 65 As w i l l  be s e e n ,  t he  

c o v e n a n t  c o n c e p t  f i g u r e s  p r o m i n e n t l y  i n  t h e  Q u r ’ a n ,  b u t  t he  

i n t i m a c y  of  k n o wl e d g e  i n v o l v e d  i n  c o v e n a n t  h e r e  i s  d e c i d e d l y  

o n e - s i d e d ,  a n d  t h i s  i s  s o  due t o  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  any 

a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  d i v i n e  h u m i l i t y  ( a n d ,  c o n v e r s e l y ,  of  human

t h o u g h t .  B u t ,  h o we v e r  u n e x p e c t e d  s u c h  a c o m b i n a t i o n  may be 
t o  t h e  We s t e r n  r e a d e r ,  i t  i s  n o n e t h e l e s s  t r u e  t h a t  w h i l e  God 
i s  a t  t h e  c e n t r e ,  he  i s  i n  one s e n s e  n e c e s s a r i l y  ' o u t  o f  
f o c u s . '  ( C l e a r l y ,  h o we v e r ,  i n  t he  s o r t  o f  i n t e l l e c t u a l  
a g n o s t i c i s m  r e l a t i v e  to t h e  p e r s o n  a n d  c h a r a c t e r  of  God 
whi ch  we f i n d  i n  G h a z a l l ,  t h i s  a u t h e n t i c  Q u r a n i c  i m p u l s e  of  
d i v i n e  o b s c u r i t y  o r  r e t r e a t  r e move s  God t o  a d e g r e e  of  
( i n t e l l e c t u a l ]  u n k n o w a b i l i t y  f a r  b e yond  t h a t  e n t e r t a i n e d  by 
t h e  Q u r ' a n ;  on t h i s ,  s e e  F a d l o u  A l b e r t  S h e h a d i ' s  G h a z a l T ' s  
U ni que  Unknowable  God: A P h i l o s o p h i c a l  C r i t i c a l  A n a l y s i s  o f
Some P r o b l e m s  R a i s e d  by G h a z a l T ' s  V i ew  o f  God as  U t t e r l y  
Un i q ue  and Un kn owa b l e  [ L e i d e n :  E.  J .  B r i l l ,  1 9 6 4 ] . )

64C o r n e l i u s  Van T i l  e x p r e s s e s  t h e  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  
w e l l  when he s p e a k s  of  t h e  i d e a  of  c o v e n a n t  as  " t h e  i d e a  of  
e x h a u s t i v e  p e r s o n a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p "  i n  T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  
E n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  R e l i g i o u s  Knowl edge  ( Gr a nd  R a p i d s :  B a k e r  
Book Ho u s e ,  1 9 5 5 ) ,  s . v ,  " C o v e n a n t  T h e o l o g y . "

To s p e a k  of  ma n ' s  k n o wl e d g e  o f  God i n  c o v e n a n t  a s  
( p o t e n t i a l l y )  e x h a u s t i v e  i s  t o  s p e a k ,  n o t  q u a n t i t a t i v e l y ,  
b u t  r a t h e r  q u a l i t a t i v e l y :  man c a n n o t  know a l l  t h e r e  i s  to
know o f  God,  b u t  he  can know God p e r f e c t l y  t o  t h e  f u l l  

fir, e x t e n t  o f  h i s  c a p a c i t y .

65See p p .  18 - 2 0  a b o v e .
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g r e a t n e s s  i n  i t s  d i v i n e  l i k e n e s s ) .  Tha t  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  f u n d a m e n t a l l y  i m p e r s o n a l  ( i n  t h e  non ­

t e c h n i c a l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  t e r m ;  i . e .  n o n - i n t i m a t e )  c o n s t i t u t e s  

wha t  i s  t h e  u n i q u e  s e n s e  of  d i v i n e  o t h e r n e s s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  

By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e n ,  God h e r e  r e l a t e s  h i m s e l f  t o  man 

e x c l u s i v e l y  a s  M a s t e r - t o - s e r v a n t . w h e r e a s  i n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  

v i ew he  d o e s  no t  s t o p  t h e r e ,  g o i n g  o n  t o  r e l a t e  h i m s e l f  to 

man a s  F a t h e r - t o - s o n  a l s o ,  a n d  even  a s  F r i e n d - t o - f r i e n d . 66

What i s  b a c k  of  t h i s  o n e - s i d e d n e s s ,  w i t h  i t s  i m p l i c i t  

e l e m e n t  of t h e o l o g i c a l  a m b i g u i t y ?  Q u i t e  c l e a r l y — and t h i s  

g r a s p s  t he  v e r y  r o o t  of  t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  B i b l i c a l  and  

Q u r a n i c  t h e o l o g i z i n g — i t  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  any 

a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t  o f  d i v i n e  h u m i l i t y .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  i n 

s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  B i b l i c a l  e m p h a s i s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m  t h e  

New T e s t a m e n t ,  b u t  a l s o  i n  t h e  Ol d,  on  t h e  h u m i l i t y  o f  

G o d . 67 F u r t h e r ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  d i v i n e  h u m i l i t y  i s  v i t a l  to

66T h i s  p o i n t  i s  a m p l i f i e d  b e l o w ;  s e e  pp .  77 - 80  ( n .  
121,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ) .

Not  a l l  Mu s l i m s  h o l d  t o  s o  r e s t r i c t e d  a v i e w  of  
d i v i n e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e ,  o f  c o u r s e .  The  § u f i s  and t h e  S h i c I  
aa r i f u n  a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n  t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  
i n t i m a c y  of  t h e  a p p r o a c h  o f  God t o  m a n ,  t h o u g h  t h e y  h a v e  
d e p a r t e d  v e r y  f a r  f r o m t h e  Q u r a n i c  v i e w  i n  t h i s .  On t h e  
aa t i f u n , s e e  He nr y  C o r b i n ' s  En I s l a m  i t a n i e n :  A s p e c t s
s p i r i t u e l s  e t  p h i l o s o p h i q u e s , v o l .  1 :  Le S h i ' i s m e  
d u o d e c i m a i n  ( P a r i s :  E d i t i o n s  G a l l i m a r d ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p p .  3 1 0 - 2 0 .

S7W h i l e  t h e r e  i s  no  B i b l i c a l  s t a t e m e n t  e x p l i c i t l y  
a t t r i b u t i n g  h u m i l i t y  t o  God,  t h e  d o c t r i n e ,  made v i s i b l e  i n  
c o u n t l e s s  e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  d i v i n e  c o n d e s c e n s i o n  ( D e u t .  7 : 7 - 1 1 ;  
P s a .  1 3 8 : 6 ;  H o s .  1 1 : 1 - 4 ) ,  i s  m o s t  c l e a r l y  r e v e a l e d  i n  t h e  
p r i m a r y  a c t  o f  d i v i n e  h u m i l i t y ,  t h a t  o f  C h r i s t ' s  i n c a r n a t i o n  
a n d  p a s s i o n  ( P s a .  4 5 : 4 ;  I s a .  4 2 : 2 - 3 ;  5 2 : 1 3 - 5 3 : 1 2 ;  John  1 3 : 1 -  
17;  P h i l .  2 : 1 - 8 ;  c f .  J o h n  1 : 1 8 ;  1 4 : 9 ) .  I t  i s  a l s o  i m p l i c i t  
i n  m a n ' s  b e i n g  c a l l e d  t o  i mage  God i n  h o l i n e s s ,  s p e l l e d  ou t  
i n  t e r m s  of  p e r f e c t  j u s t i c e ,  m e r c y  a n d  h u m i l i t y  ( Mi c .  6 : 8 ) .
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a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t he  m u t u a l  i n c o m p a t i b i l i t y  o f  t h e  

Q u r a n i c  and B i b l i c a l  v i e w s  of  J e s u s ,  s i n c e  i n  t h e  B i b l e  

J e s u s  i s  t h e  f u l l  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  God a s  Ya h we h ' s  h u mb l e  

s e r v a n t . 68 And t h e  n o t i o n  of  d i v i n e  h u m i l i t y  r e l a t e s ,  

l i k e w i s e ,  t o  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  a p p a r e n t  r e s e r v e  i n  d e a l i n g  w i t h  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of  d i v i n e - h u m a n  a n a l o g y .  For  t h e r e ,  i n  

c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  B i b l i c a l  c a s e ,  m a n ' s  r e s p o n s e  of h u m i l i t y  

b e f o r e  God‘— t o  be v i e we d  a s  t h e  most  b a s i c  o f  t he  Q u r ' a n ’ s 

e t h i c a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s ,  t h e  d e f i n i t i v e  f a c t o r  i n  a l l  g e n u i n e  

f a i t h  a n d  p i e t y — m i r r o r s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  God:

God i s  u n a l t e r a b l y  M a s t e r ,  man u n a l t e r a b l y  s e r v a n t .

The p o i n t  h e r e  i s  n o t  t h a t ,  B i b l i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  God 

i s  n o t  i m m u t a b l y  ' m a j e s t i c  i n  h i s  n e a r n e s s , '  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  

i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n ; 69 r a t h e r ,  i t  i s  t h a t  t h e  d i v i n e  a u t h o r i t y  and 

m a j e s t y  a r e  v i e w e d  a s  f u l l y  r e v e a l e d  o n l y  i n  t he  h u m i l i t y  

a n d  v o l u n t a r y  s u b m i s s i o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  who i s  b o t h  S o n  of 

God and  Son o f  Man.  In c o n t r a d i s t i n c t i o n  t o  t h i s  p o s i t i o n ,  

t h e  Q u r a n i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  m a j e s t y  e v i d e n c e s  no 

r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  t he  e l e m e n t  of  p a r a d o x  o r  m y s t e r y  h e r e .  And ,  

w h i l e  t h e i s t i c  b e l i e f  i n e v i t a b l y  p r e s u p p o s e s  d i v i n e  

c o n d e s c e n s i o n  a s  a n  a l l - p e r v a s i v e  e l e m e n t  ( i . e .  t h a t  e v e r y  

a s p e c t  o f  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e l a t i o n — b u t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  

c o m m u n i c a t i v e  a n d  e t h i c a l  a s p e c t s — i m p l i e s  a  g r a n d - s c a l e

*8Cf. n. 42 above.
* 9 T h i s  p h r a s e  was s u g g e s t e d  by K e n n e t h  C r a g g ' s  " n e a r  

i n  h i s  m a j e s t y " ;  S a n d a l s  a t  t he  M o s q u e :  C h r i s t i a n  P r e s e n c e
A m i d  I s l a m  ( L o n d o n :  SCM P r e s s ,  1 9 5 9 ) ,  p .  75.
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I ' s t o o p i n g  to m a n ’s w e a k n e s s '  on t h e  p a r t  of  G o d ) , 70 t he
< c

Q u r ' a n ,  u n l i k e  the B i b l e ,  a f f o r d s  i t s  r e a d e r s  no c a t e g o r y  

f o r  s u c h  an a d m i s s i o n .  S i n c e  c o n d e s c e n s i o n  i s  i n h e r e n t  i n  

t h e  n a t u r e  of  a l l  t h e i s t i c  b e l i e f  ( i . e .  d i v i n e  mer cy  

i n e v i t a b l y  p r e s u p p o s e s  d i v i n e  c o n d e s c e n s i o n ,  as  do a l l  t h e  

p o s i t i v e  t e n e t s  in a n y  t h e i s t i c  d o c t r i n e  of  God) t h i s  may 

a p p e a r  t o  be a  m a t t e r  of i m p l i c i t  v e r s u s  e x p l i c i t  

a c k n o w l e d g e m e n t .  Th e  a b s o l u t e n e s s  of t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  M a s t e r -  

s e r v a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  h o we v e r ,  t e n d s  s t r o n g l y  t o  e x c l u d e  s uch  

a p o s s i b i l i t y .

Two t h i n g s  may be s a i d  h e r e .  F i r s t ,  t h e  a v o i d a n c e  of 

a n y  a d m i s s i o n  o f  h u m i l i t y  i n  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  God r e f l e c t s  

t h e  e s s e n t i a l l y  n o n - r e l i g i o u s  a p p r a i s a l  of ' h u m i l i t y '  and  

' s e l f - s u r r e n d e r '  to be f o u n d  i n  t h e  J a h i l i y y a ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o
J

w h i c h  t h e s e  q u a l i t i e s

" w e r e  c o n s i d e r e d  s o me t h i n g  d i s g r a c e f u l ,  a 
m a n i f e s t a t i o n  o f  weak and i g n o b l e  c h a r a c t e r ,  
w h i l s t  ' h a u g h t i n e s s '  and  ' r e f u s a l  t o  o b e y '  w e r e ,  
i n  t h e  e y e s  of p r e - I s l a m i c  Ar a b s ,  marks  of  n o b l e  
n a t u r e . " 7 x

r o That  God w o u l d ,  f o r  e x a mp l e ,  t a k e  a n y  n o t i c e  of  
man,  ha ve  any d e a l i n g s  w i t h  him,  and e s p e c i a l l y  e s t a b l i s h  a 
p e r s o n a l  ( i . e .  c o v e n a n t )  r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  h i m - - a l l  of t h i s  
i m p l i e s  h i s  g r a c i o u s  c o n d e s c e n s i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  t he  v e r y  
c o n c e p t  o f  l i n g u i s t i c  r e v e l a t i o n  r e q u i r e s  h u m i l i t y  on t h e  
p a r t  of God— t h a t  h e ,  i n C a l v i n ' s  wo r d s ,  woul d  " baby  t a l k "  
w i t h  man,  e x p r e s s i n g  h i s  t h o u g h t s  t o wa r d  us t h r o u g h  the 
medium o f  a human l a n g u a g e  ( w i t h  a l l  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
l i m i t a t i o n s  i n h e r e n t  i n  i t s  c u l t u r e  s p e c i f i c i t y ) .

7 1 I z u t s u ,  E t h i c o - R e  1 i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s ,  p .  22.  I z u t s u ' s  
s t a t e m e n t ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  " w i t h  the a d v e n t  o f  I s l a m ,  t h e  b a l a n c e  
was  c o m p l e t e l y  o v e r t u r n e d "  must  b e  q u a l i f i e d ;  f o r ,  w h i l e  i t  
i s  t r u e  t h a t  t h e  f o r m e r  we a k n e s s  became the h i g h e s t  v i r t u e  
i n  t e r ms  o f  m a n ' s  r e s p o n s e  t o  God,  t he  J I h i l T  a p p r a i s a l  o f  
' h a u g h t i n e s s '  a n d  ' r e f u s a l  t o  s u b m i t '  a s  mar ks  of  t r u e  
n o b i l i t y  r e m a i n e d  on i n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  d o c t r i n e  o f  God ( i b i d . ) .
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S e c o n d ,  f r o m t h e  p o i n t  of  v i e w  o f  m o t i v a t i o n ,  t h e  

o m i s s i o n  o f  any n o t i o n  of  d i v i n e  c o n d e s c e n s i o n  i s  d o u b t l e s s  

to b e  u n d e r s t o o d  i n t e r m s  o f  t he  Q u r ' a n ' s  a b s o l u t e  

a b h o r r e n c e  of  t h e  s o r t  of  h u m i l i a t i o n  o f  God t o  be f o u n d  m  

t he  ' t h e o l o g y '  o f  J l h i 1 l y y a ; 72 q u i t e  c l e a r l y ,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  i s  

no a l l o w a n c e  f o r  a d i v i n e  h u m i l i a t i o n  w h i c h  u l t i m a t e l y  i s  

d i v i n e l y  i n i t i a t e d  ( a s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  B i b l i c a l l y ) 73 o r ,  on a 

more b a s i c  l e v e l ,  even  f o r  t h e  s o r t  of  d i v i n e  c o n d e s c e n s i o n  

w h i c h  i s  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  any ( t h e i s t i c )  d o c t r i n e  of  

i n c a r n a t i o n .

T h i s  b r i n g s  us b a c k  t o  our  i n t r o d u c t o r y  d i s c u s s i o n ,  

f o r  t h e r e  i s  e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Q u r ' a n  a s i n g l e -  

m i n d e d n e s s  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  i t s  c o r r e c t i v e  t a s k  w h i c h  t e n d s  

to l i m i t  i t s  p o s i t i v e  t h e o l o g i z i n g  t o  t h a t  w h i c h  was deemed 

v i t a l  to t h e  u n d o i n g  o f  J a h i l l  m i s c o n c e p t i o n s .  Above a l l ,  

Muhammad c a l l e d  f o r  f a i t h  i n  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  of  God a s  God.  

Wh a t e v e r  o u r  a n s w e r  t o  t h e  v e x e d  q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  

" S a t a n i c  v e r s e s , " rA i t  mus t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  i f  t h e y  do,  i n d e e d ,

7aS e e  pp.  9 - 1 7  a b o v e .

730 f  c o u r s e ,  i n  B i b l i c a l  t e r m s ,  t h e  d i v i n e  
c o n d e s c e n s i o n  w h i c h  c u l m i n a t e s  in t h e  h u m i l i a t i o n  of  C h r i s t  
i s  d i v i n e l y  i n i t i a t e d  t h r o u g h o u t ,  e v e n  t h o u g h  u n r i g h t e o u s  
man o f t e n  a p p e a r s  t o  be  t h e  i n i t i a t o r  and  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  i s  
h e l d  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  p a r t  i n  t h e  a t r o c i t i e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  
( I s a .  5 3 : 1 0 ;  John 1 0 : 1 7 - 1 8 ;  A c t s  2 : 2 3 - 2 6  ; 3 : 1 7 - 1 9 ;  13 : 27 - 30  ; 
Rev.  1 3 : 8 ) .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  B i b l e ' s  open a d m i s s i o n  o f  d i v i n e  
c o n d e s c e n s i o n ,  a f u s i o n  o f  d i v i n e  l o r d s h i p  and s e r v a n t h o o d  
( e s s e n t i a l  t o  any f u l l  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  d i v i n e - h u m a n  a n a l o g y )  
b e c o me s  p o s s i b l e .  Q u r a n i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  s u c h  a  f u s i o n  i s  
q u i t e  u n t h i n k a b l e ,  of c o u r s e .

7ABy Mus l i m a c c o u n t s ,  t h e r e  w e r e  t wo  or  t h r e e  
p o l y t h e i s t i c  v e r s e s  e x p u n g e d  f r o m s u r a  5 3 ,  f o l l o w i n g  v e r s e  
20.  On t h i s ,  s ee  R i c h a r d  B e l l ,  B e l l ' s  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t he
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s i g n i f y  a n y  p o l y t h e i s t i c  c o m p r o m i s e  of  t h a t  v e r y  u n i q u e n e s s ,  

s u c h  a c o m p r o m i s e  wou l d  ha ve  b e e n  v e r y  t e m p o r a r y  i n  n a t u r e .  

I n  a n y  c a s e ,  d e s p i t e  t h e  g r e a t n e s s  o f  t h e  Q u r a n i c  e m p h a s i s  

on t h e  d e i t y ' s  n u m e r i c a l  o n e n e s s ,  t h a t  wa s  n o t  what  c o u n t e d  

i n  Muhammadan p r e a c h i n g  so much a s  t h e  u n i q u e n e s s  o f  t h e  

n a t u r e  o f  t h e  d e i t y .  Over  a g a i n s t  b e l i e f  i n  d i v i n e  

i m p o t e n c e ,  o v e r  a g a i n s t  t he  M e c c a n ' s  g r o s s  h u m a n i z a t i o n - -  

m d e e d ,  t h e i r  h u m i l i a t i o n — o f  God,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  p r o c l a i m s  h i s  

S o v e r e i g n  m i g h t ,  h i s  u n t r a m m e l l e d  g l o r y .

Two V i e w s  o f  P r i m o r d i a l  Man

The a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  o b v e r s e  o f  t h i s  v i s i o n  o f  

p e e r l e s s  L o r d s h i p  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t o  be f o u n d  i n  t he  b a s i c  

c o n c e p t  o f  m a n ' s  r i g h t f u l  i s l a m , h i s  u n c o n d i t i o n a l  s u r r e n d e r  

of  h i m s e l f  t o  t h e  D i v i n e  W i l l .  W h a t e v e r  e l s e  man may b e ,  he 

i s  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t  a " s e r v a n t "  o r  " s l a v e "  ( c a b d ) o f  God.  

He n c e ,  h i s  p r i m a r y  and d e f i n i t i v e  ( o r  a l  1 - m c l u s  i v e ) 

o b l i g a t i o n  i s  t h a t  of  i s l a m . And i t  i s  t o  t he  p a t h  o f  i s l a m  

t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t s  p o i n t ,  f o r  i t  i s  b o t h  t h e  i d e a l  f o r  

wh i c h  man was  c r e a t e d 75 and t h e  s o l e  r o u t e  of  r e c o v e r y  ( o f  

s a l v a t i o n )  f o r  l o s t  man.

Q u r ' a n ,  c o m p l e t e l y  r e v i s e d  a n d  e n l a r g e d  by W. Mo n t g o me r y  
Wa t t ,  I s l a m i c  S u r v e y s ,  n o .  8 ( E d i n b u r g h :  E d i n b u r g h  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ) ,  pp.  5 5 - 5 6 ,  88 ,  a n d  W a t t ,  What  i s  
I s l a m ?  pp .  4 2 ,  4 4 - 4 5 .

75As w i l l  be  s e e n  m o m e n t a r i l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  some 
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e  v a r i a n t  r e a d i n g  on m a n ' s  b e g i n n i n g  
f o u n d  i n  3 3 : 7 2 - 7 3  i n d i c a t e s  o t h e r w i s e .

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  i s l a m  t o  wh i c h  we r e f e r  h e r e  i s  t h a t  
e x i s t e n t i a l  a c t  o f  v o l u n t a r y  s e l f - s u r r e n d e r  to God ;  on t h i s ,  
s e e  I z u t s u ' s  God a n d  Man,  pp.  1 9 9 - 2 0 0 .  Wh i l e  i t  i s  n o t  
e x c l u s i v e  o f ,  n e i t h e r  i s  i t  i d e n t i c a l  t o ,  t h e  r e i f i e d  I s l a m
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O Q u r a n i c a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  s e l f - s u r r e n d e r  i n v o l v e s

a t t i t u d e s  b e f o r e  God o f  r e v e r e n t  f e a r ,  h u m i l i t y ,  r i g h t f u l  

s u b s e r v i e n c e  and  g r a t e f u l  d e p e n d e n c e .  As I z u t s u  h a s  

i n d i c a t e d ,  t h e  Q u r ' l n ' s  p r e s c r i b i n g  s u c h  an i n n e r  p o s t u r e  a s  

t h e  r e l i g i o u s  i d e a l  a m o u n t e d  t o  a n  a b s o l u t e  e t h i c a l  

r e v a l u a t i o n  o f  h u m i l i t y  and  s u b m i s s i o n  ( a t  l e a s t  m  t e r m s  o f  

a m a n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  God,  as  was  n o t e d  a b o v e ) . G i v e n  

t h e  d e g r e e  t o  wh i c h  i n d e p e n d e n c e  and a s o r t  o f  e c l e c t i c  

i n d i v i d u a l i s m  we r e  p r i z e d  b y  t h e  p a g a n s  i n  a l l  m a t t e r s  

r e l i g i o u s ,  i t  wo u l d  be  d i f f i c u l t  t o  o v e r e s t i m a t e  t h e  s h o c k  

s u c h  an e t h i c a l  r e v e r s a l  wa s  t o  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  o r i g i n a l  Meccan 

a u d i e n c e s .  F o r  one  t h i n g ,  a l l  t h e  g r e a t  h e r o e s  of t h e  

J a h i l i y y a  a s  e x e m p l i f i e d  i n  p r e - I s l a m i c  p o e t r y  were t h u s  

r e l e g a t e d  t o  i g n o b i l i t y ,  b e i n g  r e p l a c e d  by " m e r e "  p r o p h e t s  

( t h a t  i s ,  m  t h e  e y e s  o f  t h e  p a g a n s ) ,  t h e  g r e a t e s t  o f  whom 

w e r e  t h e  mo s t  d e v o t e d  " s l a v e s "  o f  God.  But  d o u b t l e s s  f a r  

mo r e  t h r e a t e n i n g  t o  Muhammad ' s  p a g a n  h e a r e r s  was  t h e  f a c t

of  e i t h e r  t h e  i d e a l  r e l i g i o u s  s y s t e m  ( i n  t h e  mi nd  o f  God) o r  
of  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  o f  Mu s l i ms  ( i n  h i s t o r y ) .  F o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  
of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s  b e t w e e n  t h e s e  v a r i o u s  u s a g e s ,  c o n s u l t  
W i l f r e d  C a n t w e l l  S m i t h ' s  The  Me a n i n g  a n d  End o f  R e l i g i o n :  A
New A p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  T r a d i t i o n s  o f  Ma n k i n d  (New 
Y o r k :  M a c m i l l a n  C o . ,  1 3 6 3 ) ,  c h .  4 ,  "The  S p e c i a l  Case  of  
I s  1 a m . "

7&A c c o r d i n g  t o  I z u t s u ,  t h e  J a h i l T  c o n c e p t  of  n o b i l i t y  
was v e r y  much a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  a n a f a ,  " l i t e r a l l y ,  ' h i g h -  
n o s e d - n e s s ' "  a n d  w i t h  i b a ' , a n o b l e  m a n ' s  p r o u d l y  r e f u s i n g  
to b e  i n  a n y  way h u m b l e d ,  h i s  " r e f u s a l  t o  bow b e f o r e  any 
a u t h o r i t y ,  be i t  human o r  d i v i n e "  ( God and Ma n , pp.  2 0 1 - 0 2 ;  
s e e  a l s o  E t h i c o - R e l i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s , p .  6 4 ) .  S u b m i s s i o n  was  
v i e w e d  a s  b e f i t t i n g  o f  o n l y  t h e  l o w b o r n  ( o f  s l a v e s ,  o r p h a n s ,  
t h e  b l i n d ,  t h e  l a me ,  t h e  p o o r ,  e t c . ) .  " N o t h i n g , "  he  s a y s .

be m  a p o s i t i o n  o f  s e r v a n t  ( cabd)  whose  j o b  wa s  to s e r v e  
h i s  m a s t e r  o b e d i e n t l y "  ( i b i d . ,  p .  6 5 ) .

u a s  so i n t o l e r a b l e  f o r a ' n o b l e '  and  ' f r e e '  man a s  t o
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t h a t  t h e i r  d e c e a s e d  f a t h e r s  and g r a n d f a t h e r s - - a n d , h e n c e ,  i t  

m u s t  h a v e  a p p e a r e d  t o  t hem,  t h e i r  a n c e s t r y  a s  a w h o l e — w e r e  

t o  be v i e w e d  a s  i g n o b l e .  C l e a r l y ,  t h i s  c u t  r i g h t  a c r o s s  t he  

g r a m  of  a l l  t h e i r  f i e r c e  p r i d e  o f  d e s c e n t  ( a n d  a l l  t h e  mor e  

so i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  member s  o f  t h e  Umayyad c l a n  whos e  

g r e a t e r  s o c i a l  p r e s t i g e  n a t u r a l l y  s e e me d  t o  j u s t i f y  t h e i r  

t r i b a l  p r e t e n s i o n s ) .

B u t  i f  s e r v i l i t y  s u g g e s t s  a  d e g r a d e d  v i e w  o f  man,  t h e  

o p p o s i t e  g e n e r a l l y  a p p e a r s  t o  be t r u e  o f  Q u r a n i c  i s l a m .  F o r  

man i s  h e r e  p r e s e n t e d  w i t h i n  t h e  f r a m e w o r k  o f  h i s  u n i q u e - -  

and  n o t  i n g l o r i o u s  ( a t  l e a s t ,  n o t  i n  p r i n c i p l e ) — 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  u n d e r  God.  Two d i s t i n c t ,  y e t  v i t a l l y  r e l a t e d  

e l e m e n t s  c o mb i n e  t o  f o r m  t h a t  f r a m e w o r k  a n d ,  s o ,  t o  b a l a n c e  

t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t  t h e o c e n t n c i t y  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  w i t h  a 

c o r r e s p o n d i n g ,  s u b o r d i n a t e  a n t h r o p o c e n t r i c i t y . 77 T h e s e  a r e  

m a n ' s  v i c e g e r e n c y  u n d e r  God a nd  h i s  c o v e n a n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  

w i t h  God.  Embedded i n  t he  p r i m a r y  n a r r a t i v e  a c c o u n t s  of  

m a n ' s  g e n e s i s , 78 b o t h  e l e m e n t s  a r e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  a b s o l u t e l y

770 f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  m a n - c e n t r e d n e s s  i s  c l e a r l y  e v i d e n t  
m  t h e  v e r y  f a c t  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n :  w h i l e  t h e r e  may be no  s e n s e
i n  w h i c h  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  a t r u e  d i a l o g u e ,  
s t i l l  i t  i s  man who i s  s i n g u l a r l y  a d d r e s s e d  by God,  a s  t h e  
c e n t r e  of  h i s  c o n c e r n .  ( T h i s  n o n - d i a l o g i c a l  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  
Q u r ' a n ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  h e l d  b y  M u s l i m s ,  may w a r r a n t  f u r t h e r  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n ;  b u t ,  a s  s u c h  a n  i n q u i r y  wou l d  t a k e  us  f a r  
b e y o n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  o u r  p r e s e n t  s t u d y ,  we w i l l  h e r e  a c c e p t  
t he  c o n c l u s i o n s  o f  I z u t s u  on t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  
c o m m u n i c a t i v e  r e l a t i o n s h i p ;  God a n d  Man , pp .  1 3 3 - 1 9 7 . )

7aT h e r e  i s  no w a r r a n t  f o r  d e s i g n a t i n g  a n y  one o f  t h e  
Q u r a n i c  a c c o u n t s  a s  " p r i m a r y " ;  r a t h e r  t h e r e  a r e  a n u mb e r  o f  
a c c o u n t s  w h i c h  t o g e t h e r  y i e l d  t h e  s t o r y  o f  m a n ' s  b e g i n n i n g .  
P r i m a r y  among t h e s e  a r e  2 : 3 0 - 3 5 ,  7 : 1 1 - 1 9 ,  1 5 : 2 6 - 5 0  a n d  
2 0 : 1 1 5 - 1 1 9  ( 9 1 ,  8 7 ,  57 and  5 5 ,  by N o l d e k e ' s  c h r o n o l o g i c a l  
o r d e r i n g  o f  t h e  s H r a s ) .  3 3 : 7 2 - 7 3 ,  w h i c h  N b l d e k e  wo u l d  r a n k
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v i t a l  t o  a n y  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  Q u r a n i c  man ( a n d ,  m  

p a r t i c u l a r ,  of  m a n ' s  f a l l ) .

U n l i k e  t h e  B i b l i c a l  t r e a t m e n t ,  t h e  Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t  

of m a n ' s  c r e a t i o n  i s  n o t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s e t  i n t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  

t he  c r e a t i o n  of  a l l  t h i n g s . 79  The s e t t i n g  i s ,  i n s t e a d ,  t h e  

s t o r y  of  t h e  f a l l  of S a t a n  ( S h a y t a n , a l s o  c a l l e d  I b l l s ) .  At  

l e a s t  t h r e e  t h i n g s  r e s u l t  i n  i t s  t h u s  b e i n g  i n e x t r i c a b l y  

j o i n e d  t o  t h a t  f a l l .  The  f i r s t  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  m a n ' s  

e x a l t a t i o n  as  v i c e g e r e n t  w h i c h  p r o v e s  t o  be t h e  o c c a s i o n  o f  

S a t a n ' s  d o w n f a l l  and ,  s o ,  i n  one s e n s e ,  o f  m a n ' s  own f a l l . a o  

The s e c o n d  i s  t h a t  t he  f a l l  o f  Adam o b v i o u s l y  r e p e a t s  t he  

b a s i c  p a t t e r n  of  t h e  f a l l  of  I b l l s :  r e a s o n a b l e  ( d i v i n e )

r e q u i r e m e n t ,  c r e a t u r e l y  r e b e l l i o n  a n d  r e t r i b u t i v e  e x i l e .

And t h e  t h i r d  i s  t h a t  m a n ' s  f a l l  c o n s e q u e n t l y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  

f r u i t i o n  o f  S a t a n ' s  own f a l l  m  h i s  r e a c t i o n a r y  a t t e m p t  to 

" p e r v e r t "  t h e  r a c e  m  Adam ( 7 : 1 6 - 1 7 ;  1 5 : 3 9 - 4 2 ;  3 8 : 8 2 - 8 3  ) . a i

l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s  ( 1 0 3 ) ,  s h o u l d  a l s o  be  m e n t i o n e d  h e r e ;  
a s  w i l l  be s e e n ,  i t  p r e s e n t s  p r i m o r d i a l  man f r o m an e n t i r e l y  
d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h a n  t h e  o t h e r s  t a k e .

79C f .  Gen.  1-2.

a oT h i s  may e x p l a i n  t h e  s t a r k  p e s s i m i s m  o f  33:7 2 -7 3 , 
t o  w h i c h  we w i l l  come i n  a moment .

a l I n  S a t a n ' s  b r a z e n  b o a s t  and  t he  d i v i n e  r e s p o n s e  t o 
i t ,  we ha ve  t h e  t e l e s c o p i n g  o f  human h i s t o r y  i n  i t s  
e n t i r e t y ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  a  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  p u r p o s e  i n  
i t .  Not  s u r p r i s i n g l y ,  t h i s  e x t e n t  o f  t e l e s c o p i n g  o b s c u r e s  
a l l  n o t  d i r e c t l y  c o n t r i b u t i n g  t o  t h e  b a s i c  p o i n t  t h a t  God 
h a s  a p u r p o s e  i n h i s  a u t h o r i z a t i o n  o f  S a t a n ' s  e v i l  a c t i v i t y  
i n  t h e  w o r l d .  U l t i m a t e l y ,  o n l y  t h e  u n b e l i e v e r s  a r e  
p e r v e r t e d  by  S a t a n  and,  s o ,  i n  h i s t o r y  S a t a n  i s  g r a n t e d  
a u t h o r i t y  o v e r  t h e m a l o n e .  As w i l l  be  s e e n ,  h o w e v e r ,  f rom 
a n o t h e r  ( f u l l e r )  p e r s p e c t i v e  t h e  e n t i r e  r a c e  i s  p e r v e r t e d  i n  
Adam a n d ,  t h e n ,  p a r t  of  i t  r e s t o r e d  t o  G o d ' s  o r i g i n a l  p l a n .
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H e n c e ,  w h i l e  t h e  Adam n a r r a t i v e s  o b v i o u s l y  s t a n d  as  a 

p r e l u d e  t o w h a t e v e r  Q u r a n i c  h i s t o r y  f o l l o w s ,  t h e r e  i s  a  

s e n s e  i n  w h i c h  t h e y  may a l s o  b e  v i e w e d  as  t he  b e g i n n i n g  of 

an  e x t e n d e d  p o s t l u d e  t o  t h e  e a r l i e r  f a l l  o f  S a t a n ,  T h e y  may 

y i e l d  two v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  e m p h a s e s ,  t h e n ,  d e p e n d i n g  on wh i c h  

way t h e y  a r e  r e a d .  And t h e  a m b i g u i t y  e v i d e n t  i n  t h i s  

i m p l i c i t l y  d u a l  a p p r o a c h  p e r v a d e s  t h e  who l e  of  Q u r a n i c  man, 

t h e  p o s i t i v e  and t h e  n e g a t i v e  s t r a n d s  b e i n g  i n t e r w o v e n  

t h r o u g h o u t .

Two t h i n g s  f o l l o w  f rom t h i s .  F i r s t l y ,  o n e ' s  s a y i n g

t h a t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  o u t l o o k  on man i s  o v e r w h e l m i n g l y  n e g a t i v e

i s  no l e s s  t r u e  t h a n  a n o t h e r ' s  s a y i n g  t he  o p p o s i t e ,  a p o i n t  

t o  w h i c h  we w i l l  r e t u r n  l a t e r  m  t h i s  c h a p t e r .  T h i s  m e a n s ,  

s e c o n d l y ,  t h a t  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  to g i v e  a d e f i n i t i v e  a n s w e r  

t o  t he  key q u e s t i o n ,  a l l u d e d  t o  a b o v e ,  of  wha t  s o r t  of  

s e r v i l i t y  u n d e r  God t he  Q u r ' a n  e n v i s i o n s  f o r  man.  I f  i t  i s  

a r g u a b l e  t h a t  t h e  e m p h a s i s  on m a n ' s  c r e a t u r e l y  g r e a t n e s s  and 

d i g n i t y  p r e d o m i n a t e s  i n t h e  a c c o u n t s  o f  m a n ' s  g e n e s i s  ( t h a t  

i s ,  of  h i s  c r e a t i o n  and h i s  v o c a t i o n a l  and r e l a t i o n a l  

a p p o i n t m e n t ) , i t  i s  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  same c a n  be m a i n t a i n e d  

o f  Q u r a n i c  man g e n e r a l l y .  D i s c u s s i o n  o f  t h i s  p o i n t ,  

h o w e v e r ,  i s  b e t t e r  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  o f  o u r  

i n q u i r y  h e r e ,  once  we h a v e  a c l e a r e r  n o t i o n  of  who man i s ,  

Q u r a n i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  and o f  how he i s  t o b e  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  

s i n  w h i c h  so u n i v e r s a l l y  b l i g h t s  h i s  s t o r y .

What  we have  s e e n  t h u s  f a r  of  t h e  s t a n d a r d  Q u r a n i c

a p p r o a c h  t o  p r i m o r d i a l  man ( i . e .  i t s  d e l i b e r a t e  r o o t i n g  o f
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t he  Adam s t o r y  i n  t he  f a l l  o f  S a t a n )  h a s  shown t h e  s e r v i t u d e  

f o r  w h i c h  man was made i n  a r a t h e r  n e g a t i v e  l i g h t .  B u t  

mov i n g  b e y o n d  t h e  Q u r a n i c  p r e s e n t a t i o n  o f  t he  o v e r a l l  

s e t t i n g  o f  t h e  s t o r y ,  we s h a l l  o b s e r v e  t h a t  m  t e r ms  o f  t h e  

f o c a l  p o i n t s  of  t h e  s t o r y — t h e  d i v i n e  p r e f e r e n c e  and 

a p p o i n t m e n t  of  Adam,  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  o r d e r s  of  t h e  c r e a t i o n ,  

and o v e r  I b l i s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r — q u i t e  t h e  o p p o s i t e  i s  t h e  

c a s e .

T h e r e  i s  one  c l e a r  e x c e p t i o n  t o  t h i s ,  h o w e v e r .  I t  i s  

3 3 : 7 2 - 7 3 ,  wh e r e  t h e  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  a d e g r a d e d  v i e w o f  man 

— t o w a r d s  a  d i a b o l i c a l  i mage  o f  man,  i f  you  w i l l - - m o v e s  f rom 

t h e  s e t t i n g  t o  t h e  f o c a l  p o s i t i o n . ® 2 Such  n e g a t i v i t y  a s  

t h i s  i n d i s p u t a b l y  p o i n t s  t he  r e a d e r  away f rom a n y  n o t i o n  of  

n o b l e  s e r v i l i t y .

In t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  t h e  p e r s o n i f i e d  h e a v e n s ,  e a r t h ,  and 

m o u n t a i n s — a l l  s y mb o l s  o f  c r e a t e d  i m m e n s i t y  and d u r a b i l i t y  

o r  s t r e n g t h - - r e f u s e  to u n d e r t a k e  t h e  u p h o l d i n g  o f  " t h e  

t r u s t , "  f e a r i n g  ( r i g h t l y ,  i t  w o u l d  s ee m)  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  

i n a d e q u a t e .  I t  i s  i m p o r t a n t  t o  n o t i c e  t h a t  i t  i s  God who 

b o t h  a g r e e s  t o  g i v e  man t h e  t r u s t  he  had o f f e r e d  t o  t h e  

h e a v e n s  and e a r t h ,  e t c .  a n d  r e b u k e s  man f o r  h i s  f o o l i s h l y  

a s s u m i n g  s u c h  a r e s p o n s i b i l i t y :

a a H e r e ,  h o we v e r ,  t h e  r e a d e r  i s  e f f e c t i v e l y  g i v e n  a 
f o c a l  p o i n t  w i t h  v i r t u a l l y  no s e n s e  o f  i t s  l a r g e r  s e t t i n g ,  
a s  a s o r t  o f  e x c l a m a t o r y  ' n a r r a t i v e  f r a g m e n t , '  n o t  uncommon 
t o  Q u r a n i c  s t y l e .

T h i s  i s  t h e  p a s s a g e  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e  m  c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  not  i s l a m  i s  to be  v i e w e d  as  
t h e  i d e a l  f o r  wh i c h  man wa s  c r e a t e d .
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We o f f e r e d  t h e  t r u s t  t o  t h e  h e a v e n s  and t h e  e a r t h ,  
and t o  t h e  m o u n t a i n s  a l s o ,  b u t  t h e y  r e f u s e d  t o  
c a r r y  i t  a n d  s h r a n k  b a c k  f r o m i t ;  man,  h o w e v e r ,  
s h o u l d e r e d  i t .  S i g n a l l y  u n j u s t  was  he a n d  
i g n o r a n t !  I To t h e  e n d ]  t h a t  God m i g h t  p u n i s h  t h e  
h y p o c r i t e s ,  w h e t h e r  men o r  women,  a n d  t h e  
a s s o c i a t i o n i s t s , w h e t h e r  men o r  women,  a n d  t h a t  he 
m i g h t  t u r n  t o w a r d s  t h e  b e l i e v e r s ,  b o t h  men and  
women.  God i s  mos t  m e r c i f u l ,  a l l  f o r g i v i n g !

A d m i t t e d l y ,  t h e  i n d e f i n i t e n e s s  o f  t h e  k e y - w o r d  h e r e ,  

a l - a m a n a ,  h a s  g i v e n  r i s e  t o  n u m e r o u s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .  Mos t  

o f  t h e s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  mu s t  be j u d g e d  mo r e  a p p r o p r i a t e  t o  t h e  

c o m m e n t a t o r s '  t i m e  t h a n  t o  t h a t  o f  Muhammad a n d  t h e  e a r l i e s t  

umma . 83 W h i l e  i t  i s  p o s s i b l e  t h a t  " t h e  t r u s t "  h e r e  r e f e r s  

t o  t h e  Adami c  c o v e n a n t ,  i t  i s  mor e  l i k e l y  t h a t  i t  r e f e r s  t o  

t h e  v i c e g e r e n c y ,  t o  w h i c h  man was  s i n g u l a r l y  a p p o i n t e d  

( 2 : 3 0 - 3 5 ) . aA B u t ,  h a v i n g  s a i d  t h a t ,  we mu s t  i n s i s t  on t h e

a 3 F o r  e x a m p l e ,  Baydawi  and  o t h e r s  u n d e r s t a n d  t h e  
t r u s t  t o  b e  m a n ' s  " e n t i r e  o b e d i e n c e  t o  t h e  l aw of  GOD" 
( G e o r g e  S a l e ,  T he  Ko r a n :  T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  f r o m  t h e  
O r i g i n a l  A r a b i c  w i t h  E x p l a n a t o r y  f f o t e s  f r o m  t h e  Hos t  
A p p r o v e d  C o m m e n t a t o r s , w i t h  a n  I n t r o d u c t i o n  by S i r  Edwar d  
D e n i s o n  R o s s  [ L o n d o n :  F r e d e r i c k  War ne  ( P u b l i s h e r s ) ,  n . d . ] ,  
p .  4 1 8 ,  n .  3 ) .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  e m p h a s i s  
on t h e  M u s l i m s '  l e g a l  r e q u i r e m e n t s  ( w h i c h  mus t  m  Muhammad ' s  
day be  d e s c r i b e d  a s  a t  an ' e m b r y o n i c '  s t a g e ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  
S h a r T ^ a ' s  l a t e r  d e v e l o p m e n t )  i s  c o n s i s t e n t l y  on  t h e i r  
r e a s o n a b l e n e s s ,  o n  t h e i r  b e i n g  w e l l  w i t h i n  m a n ' s  r e a c h  a nd ,  
s o ,  o n  m a n ' s  a d e q u a c y  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e i r  de ma n d s  
( 2 : 1 8 5 , 2 3 3 , 2 8 6 ;  c f .  6 2 : 5 ) .  S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  e x p l a n a t i o n s  t h a t  
a l - a m a n a  h e r e  r e f e r s  on t h e  o n e  h a n d  t o  m a n ' s  r a t i o n a l  
f a c u l t y  a n d  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d  t o  t h e  ( S h i 11! )  i ma ma t e  a r e  
p a t e n t l y  a n a c h r o n i s t i c ;  M. M. K h a t i b  c i t e s  t h e  f o r m e r  o f  
t h e s e  v i e w s ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  n a mi n g  t h e  c o m m e n t a t o r s  ( w h e t h e r  
Muc t a z i l l  o r  cA s h a r i )  e s p o u s i n g  i t ;  The  B o u n t e o u s  K o r a n :  A
T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  M e a n i n g  and C o m m e n t a r y ,  ( L o n d o n :  M a c m i l l a n  
P r e s s ,  1 9 8 6 ) ,  p .  561 ,  n .  50;  on  t h e  S h i c I  v i e w ,  s ee  Mahmoud 
M. A y o u b ' s  R e d e m p t i v e  S u f f e r i n g  i n  I s l a m :  A S t u d y  o f  t h e
D e v o t i o n a l  A s p e c t s  o f  cA s h u r a '  i n  T w e l v e r  S h I Gsm,  R e l i g i o n  
and S o c i e t y ,  n o .  10 ( The  Ha g u e :  Mo u t o n  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 7 8 ) ,  
pp.  5 8 - 6 1 .

8ARahman t a k e s  i t  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  a l s o ;  I s l a m ,  p .  35 .
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r e l a t i v e  i r r e l e v a n c e  o f  o u r  c h o i c e  h e r e :  however  t h e  word

i s  r e a d ,  i t  mu s t  r e f e r  to some u n i q u e l y  human 

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  w i l l i n g l y  a c c e p t e d  by man ( a n d  g i v e n  by God)  

i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g .  A l l  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  o p t i o n s  g i v e n  by t h e  

c o m m e n t a t o r s  f i t  t h i s  d e s c r i p t i o n .  The v i t a l l y  i m p o r t a n t  

e l e m e n t s  i n  t h i s  p e r i c o p e  come i n  v e r s e  73;  t h a t  i s ,  i n  t h e  

two c o mme n t s  w h i c h  f o l l o w  t h e  f i g u r a t i v e  a c c o u n t .

Even  i f  we a r e  t o  a c c e p t  F a z l u r  R a h m a n ' s  s u g g e s t i o n ,  

r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  f i r s t  of  t h e s e ,  t h a t  i t  c o n t a i n s  b u t  a 

" s y m p a t h e t i c  r e b u k e , " a s  i t  m u s t  be v i e w e d  as c a s t i n g  

s o m e t h i n g  o f  a d a r k  shadow on  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  p l a n  

f o r  man,  i n  t h a t  t h a t  p l a n  i m p l i c i t l y  r e q u i r e d  an a c t  o f  

f o l l y  and  o f  s m  on Adam' s  p a r t  ( i . e .  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  he  m i g h t  

s u b m i t  t o  Go d — a s  c o n t r a d i c t o r y  a s  t h a t  may b e ) .  M a n ' s  

d o w n f a l l  h e r e ,  r e m e m b e r ,  i s  n o t  i n  h i s  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  

f o r b i d d e n  t r e e  a n d ,  s o ,  h i s  c o m p r o m i s i n g  t h e  v i c e g e r e n c y  a n d  

v i o l a t i n g  t h e  c o v e n a n t .  R a t h e r ,  i t  c o n s i s t s  m  h i s  

a c c e p t a n c e  o f  e i t h e r  o r  b o t h  o f  t h o s e  a p p o i n t m e n t s (  ! ) . a6

On t h e  t o p i c s  o f  Ad a m' s  v i c e g e r e n c y  and c o v e n a n t ,  s e e  
pp.  6 7 - 6 9  b e l o w .

a s I b i d .  As w i l l  be s e e n ,  t h e  f o r c e  of  t h e s e  w o r d s ,  
v i e w e d  i n  c o n t e x t ,  m i l i t a t e s  s t r o n g l y  a g a i n s t  R a h m a n ' s  
r e a d i n g  o f  t h e m i n  t e r m s  of  a  d i v i n e  s i g h ,  an e x p r e s s i o n  of  
p a t h o s  f a r  mor e  t h a n  o f  r i g h t e o u s  i n d i g n a t i o n .

a * Wh i l e  t h e s e  t w o — c o v e n a n t  a n d  v i c e g e r e n c y — s eem t o  
be n o t  q u i t e  i d e n t i c a l  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  t h e y  a r e  l o g i c a l l y  so 
c l o s e l y  r e l a t e d  a s  t o  be  c o n s i d e r e d  i n s e p a r a b l e .  Amana may,  
of  c o u r s e ,  h a v e  t h e  s e n s e  of  a  c o v e n a n t  a g r e e m e n t ,  l i k e  
cahd .  H e n c e ,  a l - K i s a ' T ' s  5 t h / l l t h  c .  Qi $ a §  a l - A n b i y a ' 
i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  amana  w i t h  t h e  c o v e n a n t :  " I t  was  t h a t  t h e y
woul d  be  r e w a r d e d  f o r  t h e  d o i n g  of  g o o d  a n d  p u n i s h e d  f o r  t h e  
d o i n g  o f  e v i l . "

Mu s l i m  s c h o l a r s h i p  h a s  s o m e t i m e s  t a k e n  t h i s  f i r s t  
c o mme n t a r y  t o  r e f e r  t o ma n ' s  l a t e r  d i s o b e d i e n c e  ( a p p r o a c h i n g
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R a h m a n ' s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e  s e e ms  t o s u g g e s t  

t h a t  m a n ' s  a c t i o n  h e r e  i s  n o t  n e c e s s a r i l y  t o  be  v i e w e d  a s  

i n t e n t i o n a l l y  e v i l ;  r a t h e r  h i s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  seems t o  be 

mor e  t h a t  of  a n  u n t h i n k i n g  b l u n d e r  on t h e  p a r t  of Ada m. 87 

But  t h i s  c a n  h a r d l y  be  r i g h t ,  f o r  b o t h  z a l Uman  and j a h u l a n  

i n c l u d e  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  w i l l f u l n e s s .  The f o r m e r  b e l o n g i n g  

" w i t h  t h a t  c e n t r a l  c o n c e p t  o f  z u l m  and t h e  l a t t e r  w i t h  t h e

t h e  f o r b i d d e n  t r e e ) ;  h e n c e ,  t h e  f o l l y  a n d  wr ong  m e n t i o n e d
h e r e  i s  e q u a t e d ,  not  w i t h  m a n ' s  v e r y  a c c e p t a n c e  o f ,  b u t  w i t h
h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  e x e r c i s e  of  t h e  t r u s t ;  e . g .  a l - K i s a * i  i n  A 
R e a d e r  on  I s l a m :  P a s s a g e s  f r o m  S t a n d a r d  A r a b i c  W r i t i n g s
I l l u s t r a t i v e  o f  t he  B e l i e f s  and P r a c t i c e s  o f  M u s l i m s , ed.  
A r t h u r  J e f f e r y  ( ' s - G r a v e n h a g e , The  N e t h e r l a n d s :  Mout on  &
C o . ,  1 9 6 2 ) ,  p.  188 ;  c f .  K e n n e t h  C r a g g ,  The  P r i v i l e g e  o f  Man:  
A Theme i n  J u d a i s m ,  I s l a m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  ( London :  A t h l o n e  
P r e s s  f o r  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  L o n d o n ,  1 9 6 8 ) ,  p.  39.  A l t h o u g h  
p e r h a p s  l e s s  p r o b l e m a t i c  t h a n  t h e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  Rahman,  
t h i s  r e a d i n g  m u s t  make two a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  t e x t u a l  d a t a  a s  
i t  i s  g i v e n  t o u s .  He n c e ,  t h e  s t a t e m e n t  e f f e c t i v e l y  i s  made  
t o r e a d :  " [ B u t ]  [ s u b s e q u e n t l y ]  s i g n a l l y  u n j u s t  was he  and
i g n o r a n t . "  And,  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  i n t e r p r e t i n g  t he
c o mme n t a r y  i n  t h i s  way f a i l s  t o  do j u s t i c e  t o  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  
c o n t e x t :  z a l u m a n  and j a h u l a n  do n o t  n e e d  t he  i m p o r t a t i o n  o f
an a d d i t i o n a l  c o n t e x t  t o  e x p l a i n  t h e m .

One may b e  j u s t i f i e d  i n  s e e i n g  m a n ' s  l a t e r  m i s u s e  o f  
t h e  t r u s t  a s  o r g a n i c a l l y  c o n t a i n e d  i n  t h e  s o r t  of  
p r e s u m p t i o n  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  h i s  b o l d  m a r k e t i n g  of  h i m s e l f  a s  
p r i m e  c a n d i d a t e  f o r  t h e  e x a l t e d  o f f i c e  o f  v i c e g e r e n t .  B u t ,  
be t h a t  a s  i t  ma y ,  i t  i s  f o r  h i s  a r r o g a n t  o f f e r  of h i m s e l f  
and n o t  h i s  s u b s e q u e n t  f a i l u r e ( s )  i n  o f f i c e  t h a t  man i s  h e r e  
c a s t i g a t e d .  S u c h  a r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  t e x t  may t h u s  be t a k e n  a s  
i n d i c a t i v e  o f  why God i s  j u s t  i n  m a k i n g  ma n ' s  e x a l t a t i o n  
( i . e .  s e l f - e x a l t a t i o n )  o v e r  t h e  o t h e r  c r e a t e d  o r d e r s  t h e  
i n d i r e c t  c a u s e  o f  h i s  s e l f - a b a s e m e n t  i n  t h e  f a l l  ( c f .  pp.  
5 3 - 5 4  a b o v e ) ;  i r o n i c a l l y ,  i t  may a l s o  b e  t h o u g h t  to 
e s t a b l i s h  m a n ' s  p r e e m i n e n c e  o v e r  S a t a n  i n  t he  g e n e s i s  
n a r r a t i v e s ,  s i n c e  i t  i s  t h i s  f a l l  o f  man whi ch  s e t s  i n  
m o t i o n  t h e  c h a i n  o f  e v e n t s  o f  w h i c h  S a t a n ' s  f a l l  i s  t h e  
f i r s t  l i n k .

a r I s l a m , p .  35.
To c o n c e d e  h e r e  t h a t  m a n ' s  a c t i o n  was a  b l u n d e r ,  t h a t  

i t s  c o n s e q u e n c e s  were  b o t h  u n i n t e n d e d  a n d  u n e x p e c t e d  by  h i m ,  
c a n n o t  be t h o u g h t  t o l e s s e n  t h e  w i l l f u l n e s s  o f  t h e  a c t i o n  
p e r  s e ;  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d ,  i t  p a r a l l e l s  A d a m ' s  l a t e r  e a t i n g  o f  
t he  f o r b i d d e n  f r u i t .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

59

J a h i l i y y a h  t h a t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  t h e  d a y s  b e f o r e  I s l a m , "  b o t h  

d e r i v e  f r o m f e r t i l e  a n d  Q u r a n i c a l l y  c r u c i a l  r o o t s . 8* S i n c e ,  

as  w a s  c o n c l u s i v e l y  s hown by G o l d z i h e r ,  t h e  r o o t  j - h - 1  i s  t o  

be o p p o s e d  t o  h - l - m  ( a n d  not  e - i - m ) , j a h u l a n  r e f e r s  t o  a 

t o t a l  l a c k  o f  t h o u g h t f u l ,  m o r a l  s e l f - r e s t r a i n t  ; a s  h e n c e ,  t h e  

comment  i n d i c a t e s  t h a t  man p l u n g e d  o n  w i t h  h i s  s t u n n i n g l y  

p r e s u m p t u o u s  s e l f - n o m i n a t i o n , t o t a l l y  i g n o r i n g  t h e  m o r a l  

p r u d e n c e  o f  G o d ' s  own n o m i n e e s  f o r  t h e  c h a r g e — t h o s e  f a r  

b e t t e r  s u i t e d  t h a n  man,  mere m o r t a l  t h a t  h e  was .  U n d e r s t o o d  

i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t he  Q u r a n i c  v i e w o f  s e l f - r e l i a n c e ,  o f  t h a t  

p r e s u m p t u o u s  i s t i g h n S '  wh i c h  wa s  c o n s i d e r e d  v i t a l  t o  t h e  

J a h i l T  n o t i o n  of  n o b i l i t y ,  m a n ’ s  v i r t u a l  s e l f - a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  

so  s u b l i m e  a  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  c a n  h a r d l y  be v i e w e d  a s  o t h e r  

t h a n  s i n f u l .  And t h i s  i s  e s p e c i a l l y  s o ,  g i v e n  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  

c o n s i s t e n t  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  i s t i g h n S ' ,  a s  an i m p l i c i t  d e n i a l  o f  

c r e a t u r e h o o d , to i s l am. ,  v i e we d  a s  ( i n  one s e n s e )  t h e  d u t y  o f  

t h e  e n t i r e  c r e a t i o n .

The s e c o n d  comme n t a r y  e x p l a i n s  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  

wha t  m i g h t  b e  c a l l e d  m a n ' s  " c a t a s t r o p h i c  o b e d i e n c e . "  The 

e x p l a n a t i o n  g i v e n  i s  t h a t  i t  i s  m a n ' s  r e c k l e s s  a c c e p t a n c e  of  

e a r t h ' s  v i c e g e r e n c y  wh i c h  s e t s  i n  m o t i o n  h i s t o r y ' s  g r e a t  

e x a m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e .  So,  b e g i n n i n g  w i t h  t h e  s i n g l e  

c o v e n a n t  p r o h i b i t i o n  i n  t h e  G a r d e n  a n d  u l t i m a t e l y  i s s u i n g  i n

“ ■Ke n n e t h  C r a g g ,  P r i v i l e g e  o f  Man,  p .  39.

* * M u s l i m  S t u d i e s ,  2 v o l s . ,  t r a n s ,  C.  R. B a r b e r  a n d  S.  
M. S t e r n  ( London :  A l l e n  & Unwi n,  1 9 67- 71  ) ,  1 : 2 0 1 - 0 8 ;  s e e  
a l s o  T o s h i h i k o  I z u t s u ' s  s t u d y  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  i n  c h a p t e r  8 
o f  God and  Man,
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t h e  s a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  e l e c t  a n d  t h e  d a m n a t i o n  o f  t h e  n o n ­

e l e c t , 90 t h a t  g r e a t  p r o c e s s  s t e i n s  f r om o n e  p r i o r  d i s p l a y  o f  

i g n o r a n c e  and a r r o g a n c e  ( w h i c h  God i n  h i s  wi s dom has  

p e r m i t t e d ) .  In a n o t h e r  s e n s e ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  s t e m s  f rom t wo.  

F o r ,  a g a i n ,  ma n ' s  a c t  o f  f o l l y  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  u n l i k e  t h a t  o f  

h i s  a r c h - r i v a l :  Adam, no l e s s  t h a n  I b l l s ,  b r i n g s  a b o u t  h i s

own r u i n  by  an a c t  of  i l l  t h o u g h t  o u t  b o l d n e s s ,  o f  

h e a d s t r o n g  o v e r - c o n f i d e n c e , by  h i s  b a s i c  f a i l u r e  to know and  

a c c e p t  h i s  p l a c e . 91

One f i n a l  p o i n t  r a i s e d  by t h i s  p a s s a g e  i s  t h a t  h e r e  

( p r i o r  t o  t h e  f a l l )  man a p p e a r s  t o  b e  " f a l l e n , "  i n  t h e  s e n s e  

o f  " h a s t y "  ( ca j u l ; 1 7 : 1 1 ;  c f .  2 1 : 3 7 ) ,  b l a m a b l y  i g n o r a n t  and 

s e l f - w r o n g i n g .  I f  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  t h e n ,  e i t h e r  man i s  t o 

be c o n s i d e r e d  m o r a l l y  f l a w e d  f r o m  t h e  t i me  o f  h i s  c r e a t i o n ,  

o r  e l s e  t h i s  f a i l u r e  ( a n d  no t  t h a t  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  p r o h i b i t e d  

t r e e )  c o n s t i t u t e s  m a n ' s  t r u e  " f a l l . "  But  b e f o r e  w r e s t l i n g  

t o o  l o n g  w i t h  s u c h  a c h o i c e ,  o n e  d o e s  w e l l  t o  r e me mb e r  t h a t  

t h e  e n t i r e  t h r u s t  o f  t h i s  p a s s a g e  p r e s e n t s  wha t  i n  o u r  v i e w 

mus t  b e  c a l l e d  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  " m i n o r i t y  p o s i t i o n "  o n  man.  

Nowher e  e l s e  i s  m a n ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  e a r t h ' s  v i c e g e r e n c y  

r e p r e s e n t e d  a s  h i s  g r a n d  l i a b i l i t y ,  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a

9° T h o u g h  t h e r e  may be no  e x a c t  p a r a d i s i c a l  p a r a l l e l  
t o  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  m  7 : 1 7 9 ,  1 1 : 1 1 9  a n d  3 2 : 1 3  c o n c e r n i n g  
G o d ' s  i n t e n t i o n  t o  p o p u l a t e  H e l l  w i t h  men a n d  j i n n ,  i t  i s  
c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  d i v i n e  i n t e n t i o n  i n c l u d e d  t h e  e v e n t u a l  
f i l l i n g  o f  P a r a d i s e  a l s o  ( w i t h  men,  a t  l e a s t ,  i f  n o t  w i t h  
j i n n ) .

9 1 I z u t s u ,  E t h i c o - R e l i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s ,  pp .  7 2 - 73  .
The b a s i c  t h o u g h t  b a ck  o f  t h i s  p e r i c o p e  i s ,  t h e n ,  

s i m i l a r  t o  t h a t  o f  J e s u s  i n  Luke  1 4 : 7 - 1 1 .
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c o l o s s a l  b l u n d e r  on h i s  p a r t .  A d m i t t e d l y ,  t h e  a n g e l i c  

o b j e c t i o n  i n  2 : 30  may w e l l  p o i n t  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  s u c h  

p e s s i m i s m ,  b u t  nowh e r e  i s  t h e  n e g a t i v e  vi ew o f  man s e t  i n  

b o l d e r  r e l i e f  t h a n  i t  i s  h e r e .

Wh i l e  a  number  of  c a n d i d a t e s  h a v e  b e e n  pu t  f o r w a r d  

h e r e , 92 t h e r e  a r e  r e a l l y  o n l y  t wo  o t h e r  p a s s a g e s ,  12 : 53  and 

7 0 : 1 9 - 2 1 ,  w h i c h  a p p e a r  d i r e c t l y  t o  s u b s t a n t i a t e  m a n ' s  

i n h e r e n t  p r o n e n e s s  t o  i m p a t i e n c e  and f o l l y .  I t  s h o u l d  be  

n o t e d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  n e i t h e r  of  t h e s e  r u l e  o u t  t n e  

p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s u c h  p r o n e n e s s  t o  e v i l  may n o t  be  

o r i g i n a l l y  i n h e r e n t  m  h i m ;  t h a t  i s ,  i t  may be  i n h e r e n t  

s u b s e q u e n t  t o  h i s  f a l l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  f r o m  h i s  c r e a t i o n  ( i . e .  

m  A d a m ) . 93 F o r  t h e r e  a r e  o t h e r  s t a t e m e n t s  p r e s e n t i n g  man 

a s  f l a w l e s s  i n  h i s  c r e a t i o n  ( e . g .  3 2 : 7 ;  9 5 : 4 ) .  How t he  

r e a d e r  i s  t o d e a l  w i t h  t h e  t e n s i o n  t h u s  p r o d u c e d  i s  a 

q u e s t i o n  w h i c h  must  e v e n t u a l l y  b e  f a c e d ,  bu t  f o r  n o w  i t  i s  

s u f f i c i e n t  t h a t  we a l e r t  o u r s e l v e s  t o t h e  two " p o l e s "  b a s i c  

t o  t h e  Q u r a n i c  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  man.

We now t u r n  o u r  a t t e n t i o n  b a ck  t o  t h e  " m a j o r i t y  

p o s i t i o n . "  As was i n d i c a t e d  a b o v e ,  t h i s  more p o s i t i v e  v i e w  

o f  man p r e d o m i n a t e s  i n  a l l  t h e  p r i m a r y  p e n c o p e s  on  m a n ' s  

c r e a t i o n  and  d e s i g n a t i o n  t o  v i c e g e r e n c y . 94 As i s

9 2 A r b e r r y ' s  " w e a k l i n g "  b r i n g s  o u t  w e l l  t he  s e n s e  o f  
d a c I f  i n  4 : 2 8 .  At i s s u e  i s  m a n ' s  p h y s i c a l  c a p a c i t y ,  not  h i s
t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d  mor a l  v a c i l l a t i o n  ( s e e  a l s o  8 : 6 6 ;  c f .  3 0 : 5 4 ;  
3 1 : 1 4 ) .

" H e r e  we a r e  up  a g a i n s t  t h e  a m b i g u i t y  b a s i c  t o  
Q u r a n i c  u s a g e  o f  t he  v e r b  k h a l a q a .  Se e  n.  24 a b o v e ,  f o r  o u r  
d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h i s .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

f

c

62

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  of  c r e a t i o n  a c c o u n t s  g e n e r a l l y ,  two o f  t h e  

ma i n  p u r p o s e s  o f  t he  Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t  o f  m a n ' s  c r e a t i o n  a r e  

t o  r e l a t e  man t o  t h e  e a r t h  and t h e  l owe r  o r d e r s  of c r e a t i o n  

and u n i q u e l y  t o  h o n o u r  him above  t he  r e s t  of  c r e a t i o n  ( and  

i n  p a r t i c u l a r  above  t h e  a n g e l s  and  j i n n  a s ,  i n  some ways ,  

h i g h e r  b e i n g s ) .

I n  t e r ms  of  t h e  f i r s t  of  t h e s e ,  man i s  s a i d  t o  be 

made of  "moul ded  c l a y "  or  "mud" a n d ,  a l t e r n a t i v e l y ,  of  

" d u s t "  ( 2 2 : 5 ;  1 5 : 2 8 ;  3 8 : 7 6 ) . 95 A c c o r d i n g l y ,  a s  ma n ' s  p l a c e  

of  o r i g i n ,  t he  e a r t h  i s  m a n ' s  p l a c e .  The e a r t h ,  t h e n ,  i s  

p r o b a b l y  t o  be v i ewed  a s  t h e  s e t t i n g  f o r  a l l  o f  the p r e - f a l l  

e v e n t s  r e l a t e d  t o  Adam. 96 I t  i s  n o t e w o r t h y  h e r e  t h a t  t he  

c r e a t i o n  o f  Eve ( Hawwa' ) — s o - n a me d  i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s ,  but  

unnamed by t he  Q u r ' a n - - i s  n o t  t r e a t e d  i n  any o f  the Q u r a n i c

9ASee n.  78 a o o v e ,  f o r  a l i s t i n g  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  
p o s i t i o n  a c c o u n t s .

" T h e  v e r s e s  wh i c h  s p e a 1. o f  man ' s  h a v i n g  been made of  
a " b l o o d - c l o t "  o r ,  a l t e r n a t e l y ,  o f  "mean w a t e r , "  a euphemi sm 
f o r  semen ( e . g .  2 2 : 5 ;  3 2 : 8 ;  7 7 : 2 0 ;  9 6 : 2 ;  c f .  8 6 : 6 )  p l a i n l y  
r e f e r  to ma n ' s  f o r m a t i o n  as  i n f a n t  i n  t h e  womb and n o t  to 
ma n ' s  i n i t i a l  c r e a t i o n ,  in Adam ( o n  t h i s ,  c f .  n .  24 a b o v e ) .  
E l s e wh e r e  man i s  s a i d  t o  be c r e a t e d  of " w a t e r "  ( 2 5 : 5 4 ) ,  t h e  
t h o u g h t  t h e r e  p r o b a b l y  b e i n g  t h a t  wa t e r  i s  m a n ' s  e l e m e n t a l  
b a s i s ,  l i k e  t h a t  of  t h e  r e s t  o f  a n i ma l  l i f e  ( c f .  2 1 : 3 0 ;
2 4 : 4 5 )  and u n l i k e  t he  i n v i s i b l e  o r d e r s  o f  a n g e l s  and j i n n
( 1 5 : 2 7 ;  5 5 : 1 5 ;  c f .  3 8 : 7 6 ) ;  t h e  a n g e l s  a r e  p r o b a b l y  t o  be 
g r o u p e d  w i t h  t he  j i n n  h e r e ,  o r  e l s e - - a s  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  have  
i t — e l e v a t e d  above  t h e m,  b e i n g  made of  l i g h t  a n d  not  f i r e .  
Hence ,  i t  c ou l d  be s a i d  t h a t  b o t h  semen and mud a r e  i m p l i e d  
by t h e  o t h e r ,  b o t h  b e i n g  w a t e r - b a s e d .

96P r o v i d e d  S a t a n ' s  e x i l e  i s  v i ewed q u a l i t a t i v e l y  
r a t h e r  t h a n  s p a t i a l l y — i . e .  a s  b a n i s h m e n t  f rom t h e  g r a c i o u s  
p r e s e n c e  o f  God ( r e g a r d l e s s  o f  l o c a t i o n )  and n o t  as t h e  
d e n i a l  of a c c e s s  t o  a l o c a l i z e d  d i v i n e  c o u r t  m  P a r a d i s e —
such  an u n d e r s t a n d i n g  i s  l i k e l y  l e s s  p r o b l e m a t i c  t ha n  t he
p r e v a i l i n g  vi ew,  l o c a t i n g  S a t a n ' s  f a l l  ( a n d  m a n ' s  c r e a t i o n )  
i n P a r a d i s e .
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a c c o u n t s  ( a l t h o u g h  t h i s  l a c k  was r e a d i l y  s u p p l i e d  by t he  

h a d i t h s ) . 97 I n  t he  Q u r ' a n ,  woma n ' s  c r e a t i o n  i s  r e f e r r e d  t o  

o n l y  in t h e  s t a t e m e n t ,  s u g g e s t i v e  o f  t h e  B i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t ,  

t h a t  Adam' s  ma t e  was c r e a t e d  f rom hi m ( 4 : 1 ;  7 : 1 8 9 ;  c f .  Gen.  

2: 1 3 - 2 5 ) .

M a n ' s  u n i q u e n e s s ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  m  

t e r m s  of  a t  l e a s t  f o u r  t h i n g s .  F i r s t ,  a l t h o u g h  t he  o r d e r  o f  

G o d ' s  c r e a t i v e  a c t i v i t y  i s  n o t  e m p h a s i z e d  h e r e  a s  i n  t he  

B i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t  (Gen.  I :1 — 2 : 3 ) ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  man was t h e  

l a s t  of  G o d ' s  c r e a t e d  wor ks  ( 1 5 : 2 6 - 2 9 ;  c f .  2 : 3 0 - 3 3 ) .  T h i s ,  

p e r h a p s ,  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  m a n ' s  c r e a t i o n  i s  t o  be v i e w e d  as t h e  

c l i m a x  and  c r o wn  of  t h e  e n t i r e  w o r k .  S e c o n d ,  man i s  s a i d  t o  

h a v e  been  s i n g u l a r l y  s h a p e d  by  G o d ' s  own hand ,  a s  i t  we r e ,  

and a n i m a t e d  by h i s  b r e a t h  ( 7 : 1 1 ;  1 5 : 2 9 ;  3 2 : 9 ;  3 8 : 7 1 - 7 2 ,

7 5 ) . 9a T h i r d ,  Adam i s  d i s t i n c t l y  p r e f e r r e d  a b o v e  t h e  a n g e l s

9 7 F o r  a b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  Eve as  s h e  a p p e a r s  m  
t h e  I s l a m i c  t r a d i t i o n s  and g e n e r a l l y  in I s l a m ,  s e e  E l 3 , s . v .  
" H a w w a ' . "  On t h e  Q u r a n i c  v i e w  of  woman,  s ee  J a n e  I .  S m i t h ' s  
c h a p t e r  on " I s l a m "  m  A r v m d  Sh a r ma ,  ed .  Women m  Wo r l d  
R e l i g i o n s ,  M c G i l l  S t u d i e s  m  t h e  H i s t o r y  of  R e l i g i o n s ,  
I n t r o d u c t i o n  by K a t h e r i n e  K. Young ( A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  
of  New York P r e s s ,  1 9 8 7 ) ,  t h e  r e l e v a n t  c h a p t e r s  i n  E l l i s o n  
Banks  F m d l y  and  Yvonne Ya z b e c k  Ha d d a d ,  e d i . ,  Women,  
R e l i g i o n ,  and  S o c i a l  Change  ( A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  New 
York P r e s s ,  1 9 8 5 ) ,  and D e n i s e  L a r d n e r  C a r m o d y ' s  Women and 
Wor l d  R e l i g i o n s  ( N a s h v i l l e :  A b i n g d o n ,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  c h a p t e r  6 .

Wh i l e  t h e  r e a d e r  i s  l e f t  t o  d e c i d e  t o  wh a t  e x t e n t  t h e  
woman s h a r e s  i n  t h e  h o n o u r s  b e s t o w e d  on h e r  h u s b a n d  ( e . g .  
t h e  v i c e g e r e n c y ) ,  e l s e w h e r e  t h e  Q u r ' a n  l e a v e s  no d o u b t  a b o u t  
t he  f a c t  t h a t  s h e  i s  e q u a l l y  r e s p o n s i b l e  b e f o r e  God i n  t he  
c o v e n a n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  w i l l  be e q u a l l y  r e w a r d e d  f o r  h e r  
f a i t h f u l n e s s  or  h e r  d i s l o y a l t y  to t h e  c o v e n a n t .  T h i s  m a t t e r  
i s  t a k e n  up by Yvonne Y a z b e c k  Haddad and J ane  I d l e m a n  Smi t h  
i n  Th e  I s l a m i c  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  D e a t h  a n d  R e s u r r e c t i o n  
( A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  New Yor k  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 1 ) ,  a p p e n d i x  
B, " T h e  S p e c i a l  Case  o f  Women and C h i l d r e n  m  t h e  

** A f t e r l i f e , "  pp.  1 58-60 .
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<► ( a n d  j i n n )  a n  G o d ’ s s u b j e c t i o n  of  t h e  e a r t h  ( and p e r h a p s ,  i n
y

some s e n s e ,  t h e  e n t i r e  v i s i b l e  u n i v e r s e )  t o  him a s  k h a l i f a  

o r  v i c e g e r e n t  ( 2 : 3 0 ;  1 4 : 3 2 - 3 3 ;  1 6 : 1 2 - 1 4 ;  4 5 : 1 2 - 1 3 ;  c f .

3 8 : 3 6 ) . "  F o u r t h ,  he i s  c a l l e d  to l i v e  b e f o r e  God i n  a  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  m u t u a l  c o m m i t m e n t ,  a s  e x p r e s s e d  by  t h e  

c o v e n a n t  c o n c e p t  ( 2 0 : 1 1 5 ) .

Se t  i n  t he  s t o r y  o f  S a t a n ' s  f a l l ,  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  

m a n ' s  v i c e g e r e n c y  i s  v a s t l y  h e i g h t e n e d  by two o t h e r  e l e m e n t s

" A s  Thomas  0 ' S h a u g h n e s s y  has  s h o wn ,  t he  c o r r e c t  
r e a d i n g  of  r u h  i n 15: 29 a n d  3 2 : 9  i s  " b r e a t h "  ( i . e .  t he  
a n i m a t i n g  l i f e - f o r c e  of  God i n  c r e a t i o n )  a n d  not  " S p i r i t , "  
w h i c h ,  when a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  God ( m  t h e  Q u r ' a n ) ,  a l w a y s  
r e f e r s  t o  t h e  a g e n t  of  h i s  r e v e l a t i o n ,  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  
u n d e r s t o o d  t o  be G a b r i e l  ( J i b r i l )  . H e n c e ,  t he  u s e  of  ruh  
h e r e  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  to t h a t  o f  ruah  m  J o b  33: 4  and  
n e s h a m a h  i n  G e n e s i s  2 : 7 .  O c c u r r i n g  e l s e w h e r e  o n l y  i n 
c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  J e s u s '  m i r a c u l o u s  c o n c e p t i o n  m  M a r y ' s  womb 
( 2 1 : 9 1 ;  6 6 : 1 2 ;  c f .  4 : 171 and 1 9 : 1 7 ) ,  t h i s  u s a g e  o f  ruh  
s i g n i f i e s  a " m a t e r i a l  f o r c e  t h a t  p u t s  Adam and J e s u s  m  
d i r e c t  c o n t a c t  w i t h  A l l a h " ;  The D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  Me an i ng  
o f  S p i r i t  m  t h e  K o r a n  (Rome:  P o n t .  I n s t i t u t u m  O n e n t a l i u m  
S t u d i o r u m ,  1 9 5 3 ) ,  p p .  2 6 , 3 0 .  C f .  S E l ,  s . v .  " N a f s . "

" O n  m a n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  t h e  j i n n  t h e r e  i s  some 
a m b i g u i t y ,  f o r  t h e  two s p e c i e s  a r e  c l o s e l y  a s s o c i a t e d  a n d  
e v e n  t w i c e  r e f e r r e d  t o a s  one  company o r  a s s e m b l y  ( macs h a r ,  
i n  6 : 1 3 0  and 5 5 : 3 3 ;  c f .  7 : 3 8 ;  4 1 : 2 5 ;  4 6 : 1 3 ) .  On t h e  w h o l e ,  
t h e  j i n n  a p p e a r  t o  be mi dway b e t w e e n  t h e  a n g e l i c  a n d  human 
c a t e g o  n e s .

Wi t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o t h e i r  r e l a t i o n s h i p  to God ( r e l a t i v e  
t o  t h a t  o f  m a n ) ,  t h e  j i n n  a r e ,  on  t h e  one  h a n d ,  g r o u p e d  
t o g e t h e r  w i t h  man i n  t e r m s  of  t h e i r  p r o b a t i o n a r y  s t a t u s  o f  
s e r v a n t h o o d  on e a r t h  and ,  h e n c e ,  p e r h a p s  a l s o  m  t e r m s  o f  
t h e i r  b e i n g  c o v e n a n t a l l y  r e l a t e d  to God ,  w i t h  a l l  t h a t  t h a t  
s i g n i f i e s  of  m o r a l  c u l p a b i l i t y  ( 6 : 1 3 0 ;  5 1 : 5 6 ) .  On t he  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  man i s  s i n g u l a r l y  c h o s e n  f o r  
t e r r e s t r i a l  v i c e g e r e n c y  ( 2 : 3 0 - 3 4 ;  c f .  1 8 : 5 0 ) .

I f  man i s  t h u s  me a n t  t o  r u l e  o v e r  t h e  j i n n , t h i s  i s  
n e v e r  made c l e a r .  I t  a p p e a r s  r a t h e r  t h a t ,  l i k e  men,  e a r t h ' s  
u n s e e n  i n h a b i t a n t s  r e l a t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  God.  The s i n g l e  
e x c e p t i o n  h e r e  i s  t h e  c a s e  of  So l omon  ( S u l a y m S n ) , who a l o n e  
i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  a t t a i n e d  m a s t e r y  o v e r  t h e  j i n n ,  a n d  t h a t  on 
a c c o u n t  o f  h i s  g r e a t  wi sdom ( 2 7 : 1 7 ;  3 4 : 1 2 1 3 ;  3 8 : 3 6 - 3 8 ) .
F o r  a d i s c u s s i o n  o f  t he  j i n n , s e e  E l 2 , s . v .  " D j i n n , "  s e c t i o n  
o n e  by D.  B. Ma c Do n a l d ,  r e v i s e d  by H. M a s s e .
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f o u n d  t h e r e .  The f i r s t  i s  Go d ’ s  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n s t r u c t i n g  him 

i n  t h e  k n o wl e d g e  o f  " t h e  names o f  a l l  t h i n g s  " ( 2 : 3 1 ) .

W h e t h e r  t he  i n d e f i n i t e  " a l l  t h i n g s , "  wh i c h  h e r e  c o u l d  be  

d i s p l a y e d  b e f o r e  t h e  a n g e l s ,  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  l owe r  o r d e r s  of 

a n i m a l  l i f e  ( a s  s e e ms  l i k e l y ) 100 or  a n y  o t h e r  of  t h e  

c r e a t i o n ' s  m y s t e r i e s ,  s u c h  k n o w l e d g e  s u g g e s t s  c o m p r e h e n s i o n  

e mp o w e r i n g  t h e  k n o we r  t o  c o n t r o l  or  e x e r c i s e  d o m i n i o n .  Th i s  

e x c l u s i v e  t r a i n i n g ,  t h e n ,  i s  i n t e n d e d ,  no t  m e r e l y  t o 

h u m i l i a t e  t h e  a n g e l s  f o r  t h e i r  p r e s u m p t i o n  m  q u e s t i o n i n g  

t h e  wi s dom o f  G o d ' s  c h o i c e  f o r  t h e  v i c e g e r e n c y  ( 2 : 3 0 - 3 3 ) ,  

b u t  p r i m a r i l y  a l s o  t o  f i t  man f o r  h i s  g l o r i o u s  v o c a t i o n  a s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  r u l e  of  God on e a r t h .

The s e c o n d  e l e m e n t  h e r e  u n d e r s c o r i n g  man ' s  p r i v i l e g e d  

p o s i t i o n  i s  t h e  d i v i n e  c a l l  f o r  t h e  p r o s t r a t i o n  o f  b o t h  t he  

a n g e l s  a nd  S a t a n  b e f o r e  h i m . 101 Of c o u r s e ,  t he  

i r r e v o c a b i l i t y  of  t h a t  c a l l  o c c a s i o n e d  S a t a n ' s  f a l l ,  ma k i ng  

i t  f u r t h e r  s u g g e s t i v e  of  m a n ' s  u n r i v a l l e d  p r e e m i n e n c e  m  t he  

c r e a t e d  o r de  r  . 102

ioc>The wh o l e  p o i n t  o f  t h e  p a s s a g e  i s  t o e s t a b l i s h  
m a n ' s  p l a c e  i n  t h e  h i e r a r c h y  o f  c r e a t e d  o r d e r s ,  a n d  so i t  i s  
l i k e l y  t h a t  t h e  l o w e r  a n i m a t e  o r d e r s  w e r e  i n t e n d e d  h e r e .  On 
m a n ' s  d o m i n i o n  o v e r  t h e  a n i m a l s ,  s ee  1 6 : 5 ,  4 0 : 7 9  a n d  4 3 : 1 2 —
1 3 .

1 0 1 S a t a n  h e r e  was l i k e l y  e i t h e r  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t he  
e n t i r e  c l a s s  o f  j i n n , or  e l s e  a l l  of  t h e  j i n n  may h e r e  h a v e  
b e e n  g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r  u n d e r  t h e  c a t e g o r y  of  a n g e l ,  j u s t  a s  
t h e y  s o m e t i m e s  were  g r o u p e d  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  men ( c f .  n .  95 and 
n . 99 a b o v e ) .

On S a t a n  m  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  s e e  £Ta , s . v .  " I b l l s , "  by A. 
J .  We n s i n c k ,  r e v i s e d  by L.  G a r d e t .

l O 2 0f  c o u r s e ,  from t h e  f a l l  of  Adam o n v a r d ,  man c a n  
h a r d l y  b e  s a i d  t o  be  p r e e m i n e n t  o v e r  a l l  of  t h e  a n g e l s  ( e . g .  
J i b r i l )  i n  t e r m s  of  t h e  n e a r n e s s  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  p r e s e n c e .
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By h i s  a p p o i n t m e n t  t o  v i c e g e r e n c y ,  t h e n ,  t h e  e a r t h  i s  

e n t r u s t e d  t o  man’ s  c a r e . 103 And c e n t r a l  t o  t h a t  t r u s t  i s  

the  n o t i o n  t h a t  t h e  p e r f e c t  j u s t i c e  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  r u l e  

s h o u l d  be e x t e n d e d  to t h e  e a r t h  by means  o f  m a n ' s  f a i t h f u l  

d i s c h a r g e  o f  t h i s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  The e x c l u s i v i t y  of  t h e  

d i v i n e  c h o i c e  h e r e — a l l  t h e  mor e  i n e x p l i c a b l e  b e c a u s e  t h e  

a n g e l i c  r e m o n s t r a n c e  h a s  p r o v e n  so t r a g i c a l l y  t r u e  ( 2 : 3 0 ;  

5 : 2 7 - 3 0  ) - - i s  what  s e t s  man a p a r t  as  t n l y  h e r o i c  m  t h e  

e n s u i n g  drama of  e a r t h ' s  h i s t o r y .  And t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n t  

wi sdom on wh i c h  t h i s  c h o i c e  i s  f o u n d e d  i s  u l t i m a t e l y  wh a t  

u n d e r w r i t e s  t h e  u n e q u a l l e d  e x c e l l e n c e  of  m a n ' s  h i g h  s t a t u s  

u n d e r  h i s  C r e a t o r .

Adam' s  p o s i t i o n  i s  f u r t h e r  e n h a n c e d  by t h e  m u t u a l i t y

o f  t h e  cahd o r  c o v e n a n t  God i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  made w i t h  h i m

( 2 0 : 1 1 5 ) .  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  S e m i t i c ,  t h e  Q u r a n i c  n o t i o n  of

c ahd ( o r  e l s e w h e r e  m l t h a q )  i s  b a s i c a l l y  t h e  same a s  t h a t  of

t h e  O l d  T e s t a m e n t  b e r i t .  In i t s  p r i m a r y  t h e o l o g i c a l  u s a g e ,

i t  i s  a  f o r m a l  e x p r e s s i o n  of  t h e  s o v e r e i g n l y  i mpos e d

Ho we v e r ,  t h e i r  n e a r n e s s  r e l a t e s  to t h e i r  f u n c t i o n  as  
d i v i n e l y  o r d a i n e d  i n t e r m e d i a r i e s  b e t we e n  God and h i s  human 
p r o p h e t s ;  h e n c e ,  i n  one s e n s e ,  even t h e s e  a n g e l s  a r e  t o  be 
v i e we d  as  s e r v i n g  man a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  s p e c i f i c  d i r e c t i v e s  
o f  God.

103T h a t  t h e  v i c e g e r e n c y  i s  g i v e n  to Adam a s  our  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  h e a d  ( i . e .  t o  t h e  r a c e  i n  Adam) i s ,  of
c o u r s e ,  i n h e r e n t  i n  t he  v e r y  f a c t  of  h i s  b e i n g  a r c h e t y p a l
man.  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  I s l a m i c  j u r i s p r u d e n c e  h a s  l ong r e c o g n i z e d  
t h e  g e n e r i c  s c o p e  o f  Adam' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  as  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  
b a s i s  f o r  m a n ' s  j u d i c i a l  f u n c t i o n .

K h a l i f a  i s  nowher e  e l s e  u s e d  o f  man g e n e r i c a l l y .  The 
word d o e s  a p p e a r  m  bot h  o f  i t s  p l u r a l  f o r ms  ( k h a l a  ' I f  a n d  
k h u l a f a ' ) .  But  a l w a y s  t h e  t h o u g h t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  t h a t  of  
t e m p o r a l  s u c c e s s i o n ,  a l t h o u g h  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  or  t e n a n c y  i s  i n  mind a l s o  ( e . g .  6 : 1 6 5 ,  
1 0 : 1 4 , 7 4  and 35 :39 ) ;  C r a g g ,  P r i v i l e g e  o f  Man,  pp.  30 - 32  .
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r e l i g i o u s  bond b e t w e e n  God a n d  men,  h a v i n g  a t  i t s  h e a r t  t he  

i d e a  o f  t h e  mu t u a l  o b l i g a t i o n  of  i t s  p a r t i e s . 1 0 *

Wh i l e  t he  s p e c i f i c  c o n t e n t s  o f  t h e  Adami c  cahd  

r e f e r r e d  t o  m  2 0 : 1 1 5  a r e  n e v e r  e x p l i c i t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as  

s u c h ,  t he  s h a p e  o f  a c o v e n a n t  i s  c l e a r l y  d i s c e r n i b l e  m  

Go d ' s  c o m m u n i c a t i o n s  t o  Adam p r i o r  t o  t he  f a l l .  And,  g i v e n  

t h a t  Ad a m' s  d i s o b e d i e n c e  was i n  d i r e c t  v i o l a t i o n  of  t h i s  

c o v e n a n t  ( 2 0 : 1 1 5 ) ,  i t s  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  d i v i n e  

d i s c o u r s e  t o  Adam p r i o r  t o  t h e  f a l l  ( 2 : 3 5 ;  7 : 1 9 ;  2 0 : 1 1 7 - 1 1 9 )  

can h a r d l y  be d i s p u t e d .  The c o v e n a n t a l  d i s c o u r s e ,  t h e n ,  

began  by w a r n i n g  Adam a n d  h i s  w i f e  o f  S a t a n ' s  e v i l  

i n t e n t i o n s  t o wa r d  them a n d ,  h e n c e ,  by  a l l u d i n g  t o  t he  d i v i n e  

o b l i g a t i o n  t o  p u n i s h  t h e i r  s i n  w i t h  e x p u l s i o n  f r o m t h e  

Ga r d e n  ( 2 0 : 1 1 7 ) .  I t  s p e c i f i c a l l y  o b l i g a t e d  t he  d i v i n e  

S o v e r e i g n  t o  p r o v i d e  a b u n d a n t l y  f o r  a l l  t h e  n e e d s  of  h i s  

s u b j e c t s  ( 2 0 : 1 1 8 - 1 1 9 ;  c f .  2 : 3 5 a ;  7 : 1 9 a )  on t h e  s i n g l e  

c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  obey  him,  s h u n n i n g  t h e  c o n t r a r y  

e n t i c e m e n t s  o f  S a t a n ,  i n  t he  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  f o r b i d d e n  t r e e  

( 2 : 3 5 b ;  7 : I 9 b ) .

Ad a m' s  b e i n g  c o v e n a n t a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  God s i g n i f i e d  

two t h i n g s ,  t h e n .  I t  s i g n i f i e d  (1)  human r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  to 

c o n f o r m t o t h e  ( r e v e a l e d )  w i l l  o f  God,  (2)  w i t h i n  a c o n t e x t  

o f  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e c i p r o c i t y , 105 a r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  m u t u a l i t y .

10* I z u t s u ,  E t h i c o - R e l i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s ,  p.  8 8 .  T h i s  
n o t i o n  o f  c o v e n a n t ' s  m u t u a l  o b l i g a t i o n  i s  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e  
wo r d s :  " f u l f i l l  My c o v e n a n t  a n d  I s h a l l  f u l f i l l  y o u r s "
( 2 : 4 0  A r b e r r y )  o r ,  a s  P i c k t h a l l  p u t s  i t ,  " f u l f i l  yo u r  ( p a r t  
o f  t h e )  c o v e n a n t ,  a n d  I s h a l l  f u l f i l l  My ( p a r t  o f  t h e )  
c o v e n a n t . "
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On t h e  human s i d e ,  i t  was a c a l l  t o  i s l a m — a c a l l  f o r  man’ s 

c o m m i t m e n t ,  e n t i r e l y  e x c l u s i v e  of  r i v a l  l o y a l t i e s - - w i t h i n  

t he  c o n t e x t  of  a c l e a r l y  s p e c i f i e d  p r o b a t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n .

On t h e  d i v i n e  s i d e ,  i t  i n v o l v e d  a p l e d g e  o f  f a i t h f u l n e s s  

e i t h e r  to e x e c u t e  j u d g me n t  o r  t o  b e s t o w  d i v i n e  f a v o u r  or  

b l e s s i n g ,  r e c i p r o c a t i n g  l o y a l t y  f o r  l o y a l t y ,  r e j e c t i o n  f o r  

r e j e c t i o n .  D o u b t l e s s ,  such  m u t u a l  l o y a l t y  mus t  be deemed 

e s s e n t i a l  t o  m a n ' s  t r u l y  r e p r e s e n t i n g  God on e a r t h .  And t h e  

p r i n c i p l e  o f  d i v i n e  r e q u i t a l  i n v o l v e d  m  c o v e n a n t  — b l e s s i n g  

and p r o s p e r i t y  f o r  o b e d i e n c e  o r  f a i t h f u l n e s s ,  c u r s i n g  and 

d e s t r u c t i o n  f o r  i n f i d e l i t y — i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  b a s i c  to t h e  

Q u r a n i c  n o t i o n  o f  human r e s p o n s i b i l i t y .  And,  g i v e n  t h e  

a r r a y  o f  h o n o u r s  b e s t o w e d  on h i m i n  t he  o r d e r  o f  c r e a t i o n ,  

one w o u l d  e x p e c t  t h e  ( u n f a l l e n )  Ad a m' s  o u t l o o k  t o  h a ve  been 

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by a h u mb l e  c o n f i d e n c e  and o p t i m i s m  u n d e r  God.  

Of c o u r s e ,  when we come to c o n s i d e r  Adam' s  f a l l ,  t he g r e a t  

q u e s t i o n  w i l l  be i f - - o r ,  i n d e e d ,  h o w - - t h a t  e v e n t  has  r emoved  

man f r o m  h i s  n a t u r a l  p o s i t i o n  o f  humbl e  c o n f i d e n c e .

T h i s  c o v e n a n t a l  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  human s i t u a t i o n  i s  

u n m i s t a k a b l y  e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  The  d i v i n e -  

human r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  s p o k e n  o f  i n  t e r m s  o f  v a r i o u s

1O50 u r  us e  o f  " r e c i p r o c i t y "  a n d  i t s  c o g n a t e s  h e r e  and 
f o l l o w i n g  m u s t  n o t  be t h o u g h t  t o  c o n v e y  a n y  s e n s e  of  
( o n t o l o g i c a l )  e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  God a n d  man.  R a t h e r ,  s u c h  
m u t u a l i t y  o f  a c t i o n  as  i s  i n t e n d e d  b y  i t  r e l a t e s ,  not  t o  t h e  
d i v i n e ,  bu t  t o  t h e  human p e r s p e c t i v e  on m a n ' s  s i t u a t i o n  
( i . e .  t h a t  by  whi ch  human r e s p o n s i b i 1 i t y - - a s  o p p o s e d  t o  
d i v i n e  s o v e r e i g n t y  —  i s  s e e n  t o  be t h e  d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  i n  
m a n ' s  a c t i o n s ,  e t c . ) .  As w e l l ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  s uc h  i n v e r s e  
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  i s  b u i l t  i n t o  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
by o r d e r  of  God a l o n e .
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c o v e n a n t s ,  wh i c h  g e n e r a l l y  a p p e a r  t o  have  b e e n  m e d i a t e d  by 

t h e  p r o p h e t s  ( e . g .  2 : 6 3 - 8 4 , 1 2 4 - 3 3 ) .  I n  one  p a s s a g e ,  t h e  

r ace  i s  t a k e n  f rom t h e  l o i n s  o f  Adam' s  s o n s — w h e t h e r  o r  no t  

l i t e r a 1 l y - - a n d  t h e n  c o v e n a n t a l l y  bound  t o s e r v e  God,  a s  

o p p o s e d  to S a t a n  ( 7 : 1 7 2 ) . 1015 The g u i d a n c e  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  

Word i s  a l w a y s  u n d e r s t o o d  as c omb i n e d  w a r n i n g  and good news ,  

r e l a t i n g  of  c o u r s e  t o  m a n ' s  c h o o s i n g  e i t h e r  c o v e n a n t a l  

c u r s i n g  or  b l e s s i n g  ( e . g .  2 : 8 0 - 8 2  , 3 : 76-77 and 1 3 : 20-25 ) .  1° 7 

Q u i t e  c l e a r l y ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h i s  and 

t h e  B i b l i c a l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  ma n ' s  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h i s  r e g a r d  

( f o r  e x a m p l e ,  De u t .  3 0 : 1 5 - 2 0 ;  2 Ch r o n .  2 6 : 5 b , 16; Heb.  1 2 : 1 8 — 

2 9 ) .  F r e q u e n t l y  t h e  c o v e n a n t a l  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  e v e n  s p e l l e d  

o u t  m  t h e  Q u r ' a n  m  t e r m s  of r e c i p r o c a l  a c t i o n - - o f  a human 

an d  d i v i n e  " f o r g e t t i n g "  ( 9 : 6 7 ;  3 2 : 1 4 ;  4 5 : 3 4 ) ,  " h e l p i n g "  

( 2 2 : 4 0 ;  4 7 : 7 ) ,  " l o v i n g "  ( 3 : 3 1 - 3 2 ) ,  e t c . - - b r o a d 1y r e m i n i s c e n t

1O60 f  c o u r s e ,  banu Adam may a l s o  be t r a n s l a t e d  " t h e  
C h i l d r e n  of  Adam."  But ,  w h e t h e r  i t  r e f e r s  t o  t he  f i r s t  
g e n e r a t i o n  o f  Adam' s  o f f s p r i n g  o r  to a much l a t e r  one ( t h e  
Q u r ' a n  d o e s  n o t  s p e c i f y  t h e  c o n t e x t  h e r e ) ,  i t  i s  o b v i o u s l y  
h i s  ma l e  o f f s p r i n g  whi ch  a r e  m  v i e w,  a s  t h e  p o s s e s s o r s  of  
f u t u r e  g e n e r a t i o n s '  s e e d .  The p l u r a l  p o s s e s s i v e  e n d i n g s  on 
" l o i n s "  i z u h u r u h u m)  and " s e e d "  ( d h u r r T y a t u h u m )  f u r t h e r  
u n d e r l i n e s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t - - c o n t r a r y  t o  t h e  s t a n d a r d  Musl im 
r e a d i n g  o f  i t - - i t  i s ,  n o t  Adam, b u t  h i s  " s o n s "  who u n d e r g o  
t h i s  d i v i n e  o p e r a t i o n  of  moment a r y  " s e e d "  e x t r a c t i o n .

l OTFor  an i n d i c a t i o n  of  ( some o f )  t h e  c o n t e n t s  o f  
v a r i o u s  c o v e n a n t s ,  s e e  2 : 1 2 4 - 3 3  on t h e  Ab r a h a mi c ,  2 : 6 3 - 8 4  on 
t h e  Mos a i c  a n d  1 3 : 2 0 - 2 5  o n  the  Muhammadan.  I n  one  s e n s e ,  
h o w e v e r ,  t he  c o v e n a n t  m e d i a t e d  by a g i v e n  p r o p h e t  mus t  be 
v i e we d  a s  c o e x t e n s i v e  w i t h  t he  e n t i r e  d e p o s i t  of  h i s  
r e v e l a t o r y  m e s s a g e s ,  a l l  o f  wh i ch  p r e s u p p o s e  t h e  c o v e n a n t a l  
f r a m e w o r k  of  d i v i n e  b l e s s i n g  v e r s u s  c u r s i n g .  T h i s  i s  
s u g g e s t e d  by 2 0 : 8 6 ,  wher e  t he  c o v e n a n t  a p p e a r s  t o  be 
i d e n t i f i e d  w i t h  t h e  e n t i r e  r e v e l a t i o n  Moses ( MUsa) r e c e i v e d  
on  Mount S i n a i  .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

70

o f  B i b l i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  ( f o r  e x a m p l e ,  2 C h r o n .  1 5 : 2 ;

2 4 : 2 0 b ;  P s a .  1 8 : 2 5 - 2 7 ;  P r o v .  3 : 3 3 - 3 5 ) .

A n o t h e r  s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  " m a j o r i t y  

p o s i t i o n "  and B i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t s  o f  m a n ' s  b e g i n n i n g  i s  

e v i d e n t  i n  t h a t  m a n ' s  c o v e n a n t a l  v i c e g e r e n c y ,  v i e w e d  as  t h e  

h i g h e s t  o f  c r e a t u r e l y  h o n o u r s ,  p r o v i d e s  t he  i n t e r p r e t i v e  

f r a m e w o r k  f o r  a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  d e v e l o p m e n t s  m  t h e  d i v i n e -  

human r e l a t i o n s h i p . 1 0 ® T h u s ,  i n  b o t h  S c r i p t u r e s  man i s  

v i e w e d  a s  t h e  s e r v a n t  of  God,  t h e  g r e a t  c a l l  t o  s u b m i s s i o n  

( i s  l am) t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  h i s  a l l - w i s e  Ma k e r  b e i n g  r o o t e d  i n  

t h e  n o b i l i t y  o f  r e g a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n  a n d  of  m u t u a l  l o y a l t y .  

As s e r v a n t  o f  God,  m a n ' s  g r e a t n e s s  i s  b o u n d  up m  t h e  

g r e a t n e s s  of  t h e  One he s e r v e s :  w h i l e  man i s  i n f i n i t e l y

i n f e r i o r  t o  God ,  o n t o  l o g i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t o  s t r e s s  t h e  

g r e a t n e s s  of  God i s  i p s o  f a c t o  t o  s p e a k  o f  m a n ' s  d i g n i t y  and 

n o b i l i t y  a s  s e r v a n t .

T h u s — i f  we may m o m e n t a r i l y  d i s m i s s  t h e  " m i n o r i t y  

p o s i t i o n "  on m a n ' s  b e g i n n i n g — t h e  Q u r ' a n  t a k e s  wh a t  were 

c o m p l e t e  o p p o s i t e s  m  t h e  J a h i l l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h i n g s ,  

n o b i l i t y  a n d  s e r v i l i t y ,  j o i n i n g  t h e m i n  i t s  c o n c e p t  of  

i s l a m ,  And h e r e  a g a i n  t h e r e  i s  much s i m i l a r i t y  t o  t h e  

B i b l i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  o f  m a n ' s  n o b i l i t y .  H e n c e ,  a s i d e  f rom t h e  

n e g a t i v i t y  of  t h e  Q u r a n i c  r o o t i n g  o f  m a n ' s  c r e a t i o n  and

l o s 0n t h i s ,  s e e  H a r v i e  M. Conn,  e d . ,  T h e o l o g i c a l  
P e r s p e c t i v e s  on  C h u r c h  Gr o wt h ,  e d . H a r v i e  M. Conn 
( P h i l l i p s b u r g ,  NJ :  P r e s b y t e r i a n  a n d  Re f o r me d  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  
1 9 7 6 ) ,  p p .  1 - 3 ;  and M e r e d i t h  G. K l i n e ,  The  S t r u c t u r e  o f  
B i b l i c a l  A u t h o r i t y ,  2d e d .  ( Gr and  R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B.
Ee r d ma n s  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 7 8 ) .
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c o m m i s s i o n i n g  i n  S a t a n ’ s f a l l  ( on  wh i c h  t he  B i b l e  i s  

s i l e n t ) ,  t h e r e  i s  a b a s i c  c o n g r u i t y  b e t we e n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  and 

( s t a n d a r d )  Q u r a n i c  a c c o u n t s .

T h e r e  a r e  a number  o f  no t  i n s u b s t a n t i a l  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  

h o we v e r .  To b e g i n ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  n e v e r  s p e l l s  o u t  m a n ' s  

" k h a l i f a l "  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  i n p o s i t i v e  t e r m s ,  as  i s  done in 

t h e  c u l t u r a l  ma n d a t e  o f  G e n e s i s  1 : 2 8 - 2 9  . 109 Hence ,  

Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  v i c e g e r e n c y  may have  a somewhat  n e g a t i v e  

a s p e c t ,  a s  p r e c u r s i v e  of  d e s t r u c t i o n  o n l y .  Man ' s  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  w i t h i n  t h a t  r o l e  i s  n e v e r  t r e a t e d ,  

and  t h i s  means t h a t  t h e  p r i m o r d i a l  Ga r d e n  may a p p e a r  to h a v e  

some s u g g e s t i o n  of  i n a c t i v i t y  a b o u t  i t - - o f  " e a s e  w i t h o u t  

w o r k , "  a s  o p p o s e d  to t h e  " e a s e f u l  work"  e n v i s i o n e d  m  t he

1 0 9 Some t i mes  w r o n g l y  t a k e n  to be a w a r r a n t  f o r  
e n d l e s s  p h y s i c a l  r e p r o d u c t i o n ,  t h e  command h e r e  to " be  
f r u i t f u l  and i n c r e a s e ;  f i l l  [ i . e .  p o p u l a t e ]  t h e  e a r t h  and 
s u b j u g a t e  i t . . . "  (NEB) i s  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  p r i m a r i l y  m  
t e r m s  of  t h e  e x t e n d i n g  of  t h e  c u l t i v a t e d  " c o v e n a n t  
t e r r i t o r y ,  ' t h e  g a r d e n  of  God '  ( E z e k .  2 8 : 1 3 ;  3 1 : 8 - 9 )  to t h e  
b o u n d a r i e s  of  t h e  who l e  e a r t h . "  Conn g o e s  on t o e x p l a i n :  
" H i t t i t e  s u z e r a i n t y  c o v e n a n t s  for m t he  b a c k g r o u n d  f o r  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  e mp h a s i s  o f  Gen.  2 : 8 - 1 4  on t h e  l o c a t i o n  o f  
Ed e n .  C o v e n a n t  law i n c u r r e d  f e u d a l  o b l i g a t i o n s  on t h e  
v a s s a l  who owned p r o p e r t y  s i n c e  t h e  p r o p e r t y  was  r e g a r d e d  as  
t h e  p o s s e s s i o n  o f  t he  G r e a t  King ( c f .  Ge n .  2 3 : 1 - 2 0 ) .  Adam’ s 
d w e l l i n g  m  t h e  ' g a r d e n  of  God'  p l a c e d  h i m u n d e r  c o v e n a n t  
o b l i g a t i o n s  to J e h o v a h ,  t he  S u z e r a i n " ;  T h e o l o g i c a l  
P e r s p e c t i v e s , p .  1. S i n c e  Eden r e p r e s e n t s  G o d ' s  
" m i c r o s c o p i c  r o y a l  s a n c t u a r y ,  t he  d w e l l i n g  p l a c e  i n t o  whi ch  
he r e c e i v e d  t h e  G o d - l i k e  e a r t h l i n g  to s e r v e  a s  p r i n c e l y  
g a r d e n e r  a nd  p r i e s t l y  g u a r d i a n "  ( M e r e d i t h  G. K l i n e ,
S t r u c t u r e  [ Gr a n d  R a p i d s :  Wi l l i a m  B.  Eer dmans  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  
1 9 7 2 ] ,  p.  8 7 ) ,  s u c h  a ma n d a t e  i s  t o  be r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  l a t e r  
p r o m i s e  o f  t he  e a r t h ' s  u l t i m a t e l y  b e i n g  " f i l l e d  w i t h  t he  
k nowl e dge  o f  t h e  g l o r y  of  L o r d ,  a s  t he  w a t e r s  c o v e r  t h e  s e a "

^  ( I s a .  11: 9  AV); Conn,  T h e o l o g i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e s , p .  I .
4*- Of c o u r s e ,  t he c o mmi s s i o n  i n c l u d e s  t he  t h o u g h t  of

p h y s i c a l  p r o c r e a t i o n ,  a s  e s s e n t i a l  to u n i v e r s a l  d o mi n i o n .
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G e n e s i s  a c c o u n t . 110 L i k e l y ,  t h i s  o m i s s i o n  i s  d i r e c t l y  

r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Q u r a n i c  a p p r o a c h  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  m a n ' s  

b e i n g  made i n  G o d ' s  l i k e n e s s :  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  e m p h a t i c

c ommi t me n t  t o  t h e  a b s o l u t e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  God,  w i t h o u t  an 

e q u a l l y  e m p h a t i c  s t a t e m e n t  o f  m a n ' s  d i v i n e  i m a g e - b e a r i n g ,  

t e n d s  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f  m a n ' s  h a v i n g  no c o n c e i v a b l e  

c o n s t r u c t i v e  c o n t r i b u t i o n  t o  make .

T h i s  n o t i o n  of  t h e  G a r d e n ' s  i n a c t i v i t y  i s  a b u n d a n t l y  

c o n f i r m e d  by  t h e  p i c t u r e  we a r e  g i v e n  o f  t h a t  G a r d e n  w h i c h  

i s  t o  be t h e  home o f  a l l  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  h e r e a f t e r . 111 Fo r

110I t  i s  q u i t e  m i s t a k e n  t o  c o n c l u d e  f rom t h e  c u r s e  
wh i c h  ma n ' s  s m  b r i n g s  u p o n  h i m s e l f  a n d  u p o n  t h e  e a r t h  (Gen.  
3 : 1 7 - 1 9 )  t h a t  m a n ' s  l a b o u r  i s  t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  o f  t h e  f a l l .  
B i b l i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  r a t h e r ,  t h e  f a l l  ma k e s  what  was m e a n t  
t o  be ma n ’ s j o y  ( G e n .  1 : 2 8 - 2 9 )  a s o u r c e  o f  g r e a t  
f r u s t r a t i o n ,  o f  p a i n  and e x h a u s t i o n ,  due  t o  t he  s o i l ' s  
g r e a t l y  r e d u c e d  p r o d u c t i v i t y  ( c f .  Ge n .  5 : 2 8 - 2 9 ) .

l l x I n  e s s e n c e ,  t h e  two G a r d e n s  b r a c k e t i n g  human 
h i s t o r y  a r e  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  o n e ,  e x c e p t  t h a t  t h e  f i n a l  
G a r d e n  p r o b a b l y  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  s u p e r l a t i v e  o f  t h e  p r i m o r d i a l  
G a r d e n .  The f i n a l  G a r d e n ' s  s u p e r a b u n d a n c e  i s  e v i d e n t  f r om 
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  i t  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  s p o k e n  of  i n  t h e  p l u r a l ;  e . g .  
" G a r d e n s  of  Ede n"  ( j a n n a t  cA d n \  e . g .  9 : 7 2 ,  1 9 : 6 0 - 6 3  a n d  
2 0 : 7 6 ) .  I t  i s  s t r i k i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  t h e  G a r d e n  o f  t h e  f i n a l  
s t a t e ,  and n o t  t h a t  of  m a n ' s  g e n e s i s ,  w h i c h  i s  named Ed e n ;  
b u t ,  f a r  f r o m  i m p l y i n g  s e p a r a t e  l o c a t i o n s ,  t h e r e  i s  no 
r e a s o n  t o  s u p p o s e  t h a t  t h e  e t e r n a l  G a r d e n  w i l l  n o t  a l s o  be 
l o c a t e d  on t h e  e a r t h ,  f o l l o w i n g  i t s  r e c r e a t i o n  ( 2 1 : 1 0 4 ) .  
A s i d e  f r o m i t s  p o s s i b l y  i m p l y i n g  t h a t  t h e  l a t t e r  Ga r d e n  i s  
mor e  o f  an E d e n  t h a n  t h e  f o r m e r  o n e ,  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  
s e c o n d  g a r d e n  b e a r s  t h e  name w h i c h  wo u l d  h a v e  b e e n  p o p u l a r l y  
a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  t h e  G a r d e n  o f  t h e  Adam n a r r a t i v e s  c e r t a i n l y  
i d e n t i f i e s  t h e  two a s  e s s e n t i a l l y  o n e .  I n d e e d ,  t h e  name i s  
a l m o s t  a l w a y s  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  m a n ' s  r e a c c e p t a n c e  w i t h  
God ( 3 : 1 3 6 ;  9 : 7 2 ;  6 1 : 1 2 ) ,  and  h i s  ( r e ) a d m i s s i o n  t o  h i s  
G a r d e n  home ( e . g .  1 6 : 3 1 ;  1 9 : 6 0 - 6 1 ;  6 1 : 1 2 ;  c f .  8 9 : 2 8 - 3 0 ) ,  bu t  
t h i s  t i m e  w i t h  no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e x p u l s i o n  ( 1 8 : 1 0 7 - 0 8 ;
2 0 : 7 6 ;  9 8 : 8 ) .  3 8 : 5 0  s p e c i f i c a l l y  s t a t e s  t h a t  E d e n ' s  g a t e s
w i l l  b e  o p e n e d  f o r  t h e  g o d f e a r i n g ,  a n d  t h i s  mus t  be  r e a d  
a g a i n s t  t h e  b a c k d r o p  of  Ad a m' s  e x c l u s i o n  o f  t h e  r a c e  f r o m  
t h e  p r i m e v a l  Eden o f  ( B i b l e - r e l a t e d )  p o p u l a r  m y t h o l o g y .
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i n  t h e  a f t e r l i f e ,  t h e  G a r d e n  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  s p o k e n  of  

i n  t e r m s  of  e n d l e s s  l e i s u r e ,  s p e n t  i n  t h e  p u r s u i t  o f  l a r g e l y  

p h y s i c a l  and s o c i a l  e n j o y m e n t . 112 H e n c e ,  i n  t h e  Q u r ' S n ' s  

i ma g e  o f  t h e  G a r d e n ,  t h e  f u l l  f r u i t  o f  wh a t  i s  o n l y  v i s i b l e  

i n  s e e d - f o r m  i n  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  i s  a b u n d a n t l y  e v i d e n t  i n  t h e

As m i g h t  be e x p e c t e d ,  i f  t h e r e  a r e  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h e  
t e r r e s t r i a l  l o c a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e s t o r e d  P a r a d i s e ,  t h e y  r e l a t e  
t o  t h e  i n t e r m e d i a t e  s t a t e .  For  t h e  m a r t y r  i n  j i h a d ,  t h e  
i n t e r v a l  b e t w e e n  d e a t h  and  a r r i v a l  of  t h e  L a s t  Day i s  
p r o b l e m a t i c ,  f o r  s u c h  h e r o e s  a r e  s a i d  t o  g a m  i m m e d i a t e  
a d m i s s i o n  t o t h e i r  L o r d ' s  p r e s e n c e  ( 3 : 1 6 9 ) ;  a n d  t h i s  i s  
g e n e r a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d  t o mean i n  t h e  G a r d e n — a l t h o u g h ,  i n  
f a c t ,  t h e  o n l y  p a s s a g e  s u p p o r t i n g  s u c h  a  p o s i t i o n ,  4 7 : 4 - 6 ,  
i s  n o t  t i m e - s p e c i f i c  ( h e n c e ,  t h e  p r o m i s e  t h e r e  i s  n o t  
n e c e s s a r i l y  i d e n t i c a l  t o  t h a t  o f  s u r a  3 a b o v e ) .  On l y  on e  
v e r s e  d i r e c t l y  p l a c e s  t h e  G a r d e n  i n  t h e  " U n s e e n " ;  i t  i s  
1 9 : 6 1 .  T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a numb e r  o f  p o s s i b l e  r e a d i n g s  of  
" b i  1 - g h a y b "  h e r e ;  on t h i s ,  s e e  t h e  t r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  n o t e  
f o u n d  m  J .  M. R o d w e l l ' s  The  K o r a n  ( L o n d o n :  J .  M. De n t  & 
S o n s ,  E v e r y m a n ' s  L i b r a r y ,  1 9 7 9 ) ,  p .  1 2 2 .  As f o r  8 1 : 1 1 - 1 3 ,  
w h i c h  s p e a k s  o f  t h e  G a r d e n ' s  b e i n g  b r o u g h t  n e a r  ( a l s o  2 6 : 9 0  
a n d  5 0 : 3 1 ;  c f .  8 9 : 2 3 ) ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t o s a y  t h a t  i t s  
a p p r o a c h  mi g h t  n o t  i n v o l v e  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  o f  t h e  e a r t h ,  
r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e .  Bu t  u z l i f a  h e r e  n e e d  n o t  be  g i v e n  a 
w o o d e n l y  l i t e r a l i s t i c  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  e i t h e r  ( i . e .  o f  
r e l o c a t i o n ) ,  m  w h i c h  c a s e  i t  m i g h t  e v e n  be t h o u g h t  t o  
i n d i c a t e  s o m e t h i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  d e s c e n t  o f  t h e  B i b l i c a l  
"New J e r u s a l e m "  f r om h e a v e n  t o  t h e  e a r t h  ( R e v .  2 1 : 1 - 2 ) .

Two p o i n t s  a r e  b a s i c  t o o u r  t h i n k i n g  h e r e .  F i r s t ,  
man i s  made  o f  e a r t h  and  f o r  t h e  e a r t h ;  h e n c e ,  w h i l e  h i s  
p u n i s h m e n t  may i n v o l v e  a d e v i a t i o n  f r om t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n ,  
i n  t h a t  s e n s e  h i s  r e w a r d  s h o u l d  n o t  be t h o u g h t  t o do s o .  At 
t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  c a n n o t  be s a i d  t o  e x c l u d e  s u c h  a 
p o s s i b i l i t y .  S e c o n d ,  Q u r a n i c  t h o u g h t  i s  n o t  p r e s e n t e d  i n  a 
vacuum a n d ,  s o ,  mu s t  be u n d e r s t o o d  as  a s s u m i n g  some 
f a m i l i a r i t y  on t h e  p a r t  o f  i t s  o r i g i n a l  h e a r e r s — e v e n  i f  i t  
was  a g e n e r a l l y  f a u l t y  f a m i l i a r i t y — w i t h  t h e  J u d a e o -  
C h r i s t i a n  t r a d i t i o n .  (We may o b s e r v e  h e r e  t h a t  by n a t u r e  
t h e  s m a l l e r ,  mo r e  e x t e r n a l  d e t a i l s  of  a n  a l i e n  t r a d i t i o n  a r e  
i n c o m p a r a b l y  e a s i e r  t o  a p p r e h e n d ,  r e t a i n ,  a n d  make u s e  of  
t h a n  t h e  f a r  mo r e  v i t a l  q u e s t i o n s  and a n s w e r s  w i t h  wh i c h  
t h a t  f a i t h  s e t s  o u t  t o  d e a l . )  W i t h  no i n d i c a t i o n  t o  t he  
c o n t r a r y ,  i t  i s  t o  be a s s u me d  t h a t  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  Adam 
n a r r a t i v e s  b u i l d  u p o n  t h e  f a m i l i a r  n o t i o n  t h a t  t he  
p r i m o r d i a l  G a r d e n  was  l o c a t e d  on e a r t h ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  b e g i n  an 
e n t i r e l y  new c o n s t r u c t i o n .

1 1 2 See a p p e n d i x  1, on  t h e  Q u r a n i c  v i s i o n  of  P a r a d i s e .
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e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  v i s i o n  a t  t h e  e n d  o f  t i m e . 113 By c o n t r a s t ,  

B i b l i c a l l y  i t  i s  t o  a c i t y ,  a n d  not  a  g a r d e n ,  t h a t  b e l i e v e r s  

a r e  c a l l e d  (Heb.  1 1 : 8 - 1 0 ;  1 3 : 1 4 ;  Re v .  2 1 - 2 2 ) ; 11* t he  u r b a n  

i mage t h e r e  s i g n i f y i n g - - i n  a t r i n i t y  of d i v i n e - h u m a n  

c o mmu n i t y ,  p r o d u c t i v i t y  and c e l e b r a t i o n — t h e  f i n a l  

f u l f i l l m e n t  o f  G o d ' s  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  f o r  t h e  r a c e  ( j u s t  a s  t h e  

G a r d e n  i s  t h a t  s o r t  of  f u l f i l l m e n t ,  Q u r a n i c a l l y ) .

Th i s  b r i n g s  us  t o  t h e  n e x t  s u b s t a n t i v e  p o i n t  o f  

d i s s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  a n d  B i b l i c a l  

p r e s e n t a t i o n s :  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  s i l e n c e  on t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f

w h e t h e r  or  n o t  man i s  made i n  G o d ' s  l i k e n e s s  or  i ma g e ,  a 

c o n c e p t  w h i c h  i s  made t h e  f o c a l  p o i n t  of  t h e  B i b l i c a l  

a c c o u n t s  ( Ge n .  1 : 2 6 - 2 7 ;  c f .  5 : 1 ;  9 : 6 ) .  On t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  i t  

mus t  be  c l e a r  t h a t  m a n ' s  a p p o i n t m e n t  a s  k h a l i f a  makes  

i m p o s s i b l e  a n y  g e n u i n e  a v o i d a n c e  of h i s  b e i n g  made in G o d ' s  

l i k e n e s s .  F o r ,  j u s t  as  m a n ' s  mi nd  i s  made t o  be t h e  

r e c i p i e n t  o f  G o d ' s  k n o wl e d g e  ( i . e .  G o d ' s  k n o w l e d g e  of  t h e  

n a m e s ) ,  so a l s o  i t  mus t  be  a s s u me d  t h a t  he i s  i n  e v e r y  way 

p e r f e c t l y  f i t t e d  by  God t o  f u l f i l l  h i s  c h a r g e  as  

( c r e a t u r e l y )  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  God a n d  of  h i s  j u s t  r u l e  on 

t h e  e a r t h  ( a l t h o u g h ,  a d m i t t e d l y ,  t he  " m i n o r i t y  p o s i t i o n "

113Be t we e n  h i s  f a l l  ( s e e  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  s e c t i o n )  and 
h i s  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  r e s t o r a t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  man h a s  much t o  
d o ;  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  e m b r a c i n g  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a n d  o p p o s i n g  e v i l ,  
he  b e c o me s  G o d ' s  ' h e l p e r '  ( 2 2 : 4 0 ;  4 7 : 7 ;  c f . 6 1 : 1 4 ) .

114T h i s  p o i n t  mus t  n o t  be  o v e r - e m p h a s i z e d ,  f o r  t h e  
i ma ge  o f  t he  c i t y  h e r e  i s  n o t  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  e x c l u s i v e  of  
g a r d e n s ;  i n d e e d ,  R e v e l a t i o n  2 2 : 2  m i g h t  e v e n  w a r r a n t  our  
c a l l i n g  t h e  h e a v e n l y  c i t y  a " g a r d e n - c i t y . "  But  i n  any c a s e ,  
t h e  u r b a n  i ma g e  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  a b s e n t  f r om t h e  Q u r a n i c  
c o n c e p t  o f  t h e  f i n a l  r e w a r d .
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woul d  i n d i c a t e  o t h e r w i s e ) .  F u r t h e r ,  i mago Dei  i s  i n h e r e n t

i n  t h e  c o v e n a n t  c o n c e p t ,  w i t h  i t s  b a s i c  p r i n c i p l e  of  m u t u a l  

o b l i g a t i o n  a n d  of  r e c i p r o c i t y .  And,  a s  we have  a l r e a d y  

s e e n ,  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e i s t i c  r e l i g i o n — Q u r a n i c  r e l i g i o n  

b e i n g  no  e x c e p t i o n - - i m p  1 i e s  d i v i n e - h u m a n  a n a l o g y . 115

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  w e a l t h  o f  

i m p l i c i t  a f f i r m a t i o n  of d i v i n e - h u m a n  a n a l o g y  i s  made  t o  

a p p e a r  somehow i l l e g i t i m a t e  i n  t h e  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  of  t h e  

d i s t i n c t l y  Q u r a n i c  s e n s e  o f  G o d ' s  o t h e r n e s s  whi ch we h a v e  

s e e n .  Th i s  wa s  n o t e d  a b o v e  m  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  q u e s t i o n  

o f  d i v i n e  h u m i l i t y . 116 He n c e ,  i t  i s  n o t  r e m a r k a b l e  t h a t  t he  

p o i n t  i s  l e f t  i m p l i c i t  h e r e .  S e e m i n g l y ,  a n y  c l e a r  

e x p r e s s i o n  o f  i t  w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  j u d g e d  as v e r g i n g  on a 

c o m p r o m i s e  o f  t he  u n i t y  a n d  u n i q u e n e s s  of Go d ,  a s  b e i n g  t oo  

c l o s e  t o  t he  l i n e  b e t w e e n  t r u t h  and e r r o r  a n d ,  h e n c e ,  a s  

c a r e l e s s  or  i r r e s p o n s i b l e . 117 And i f  t h i s  a s s e s s m e n t  i s

115A p a r t  f r o m  s uch  ( a d m i t t e d l y  a b u n d a n t )  i m p l i c i t  
t e a c h i n g ,  t h e  m y s t i c s  h a v e  no Q u r a n i c  b a s i s  f o r  t h e i r  
a c c e p t a n c e  o f  d i v i n e - h u m a n  a n a l o g y  a n d  t h e i r  r e f e r r i n g  t o  
man as  t h e  " i m a g e  o f  God"; e . g . ,  see  M.  M. K h a t i b ,  The 
B o u n t e o u s  K o r a n  ( London :  M a c m i l l a n  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 6 ) ,  p .  221,  n.
4 3 ,  and  p . 6 1 9 ,  n.  11.

J .  W. S we e t ma n  i s  m i s t a k e n  when he s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  
wo r d  t a q wl m  i n  9 5 : 4  may b e  an i n d i c a t i o n  of  t h e  i m a g o  D e i  
( I s l a m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n  T h e o l o g y :  A S t u d y  o f  t h e
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  T h e o l o g i c a l  I d e a s  i n  the Two R e l i g i o n s , 2 
p a r t s  w i t h  2 v o l s .  i n  e a c h  [ Lo n d o n :  L u t t e r w o r t h  P r e s s ,  
1 9 4 7 ] ,  1 . 2 : 1 8 4 - 8 5 ) ,  f o r  t a qwl m  r e f e r s  s i m p l y  t o  t h e  f a c t
t h a t  man i s  p u t  t o g e t h e r  b e a u t i f u l l y  a n d  h a r m o n i o u s l y ;  D i r k  
B a k k e r ,  Man i n  t he  Q u r ' a n  ( Ams t e r da m:  D r u k k e n j  H o l l a n d  
N . V . , 1 9 6 5 )  , p . 27 .

I 16See pp .  4 6 - 4 9 ,

I I  r Bib 1 i c a l  1 y , t he  c o n c e p t  of  m a n ' s  i m a g i n g  God was  
b o l d l y  a f f i r m e d  a t  t h e  o u t s e t  o f  a s e r i e s  o f  d o c u me n t s  
( G e n e s i s  t h r o u g h  D e u t e r o n o m y )  d e n y i n g  m a n ' s  r i g h t  t o
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a c c u r a t e ,  t h e n  i t  may be o b s e r v e d  t h a t  t he  B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t  

o f  t r u t h  i s  much d i f f e r e n t ,  f o r  t h e r e  t r u t h  mi g h t  b e  s a i d  t o  

be  t he  r> a r r o w l i n e  i t s e l f  b e t w e e n  two d i f f e r e n t  k i n d s  of  

e r r o r  ( o r ,  r e a l l y ,  b e t w e e n  o p p o s i n g  e r r o r s ) .

He nce ,  t h i s  s o r t  o f  r i s k - t a k i n g  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  B i b l i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n .  The r e a s o n  f o r  i t  i s  

t h a t  t he  c o n c e p t  of Adam a s  the i mage  o f  G o d - - o r ,  a s  t he  New 

T e s t a m e n t  c a l l s  him,  t h e  " s o n  of  God" ( Luke  3 : 3 7 ) - - i s  

u l t i m a t e l y  Ch r 1 s  t o lo g i c a l . For ,  a s  t h e  r ace  m  Adam "was 

d e s i g n e d  t o  be t h e  p e r f e c t  v e h i c l e  f o r  G o d ' s  s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  

w i t h i n  h i s  w o r l d . " 11® so J e s u s ,  who i s  t h e  e t e r n a l  Son of  

God i n c a r n a t e ,  i s  a l s o  u n i q u e l y  t h e  " i m a g e  o f  God" ( C o l .  

1 : 1 5 ;  2 C o r .  4 : 4 ) .  H e n c e ,  B i b l i c a l l y ,  h e  i s  c a l l e d  t he  

" l a s t  Adam" (1 Co r .  1 5 : 4 5 ) ,  m  t h a t  ( u n l i k e  o u r  f i r s t  

f o r e f a t h e r )  he p e r f e c t l y  o b e y e d  a n d  i ma g e d  God and,  s o .  

p e r f e c t l y  e x e r c i s e d  t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  m a n ' s  v i c e g e r e n c y ,  

t h r o u g h o u t  h i s  l i f e  a n d  e v e n  m  h i s  d e a t h .  An d ,  so d o i n g ,  

he became t h e  p r o t o t y p e  of t h e  new h u m a n i t y ,  wh i c h  i n  him i s  

more  t h a n  r e s t o r e d  t o i t s  p r e - f a l l e n  g l o r y .

The q u o t a t i o n  a b o v e  i s  t a k e n  f r om N. T.  W r i g h t ' s

comment  o n  P a u l ' s  C h r i s t o l o g i c a l  p h r a s e  m  C o l o s s i a n s  1 : 1 5 ,

i d o l a t r y  ( e . g .  Exod .  2 0 : 1 - 6 ;  Deut . 6 : 4 ) .  As G.  C. B e r k o u w e r  
has  s a i d ,  i t  was p r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  man w a s  t h e  image o f  God 
— e x c l u s i v e l y ,  t h a t  i s - - t h a t  a l t e r n a t i v e s  to t h a t  i ma g e  we r e  
d e c l a r e d  i l l e g i t i m a t e  i n  Ex o d u s  2 0 : 4 ;  Man:  The  I mage  o f
God , t r a n s .  D i r k  W. J e l l e m a  ( Gr a nd  R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B.
Eer dmans  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 7 5 ) ,  p p .  7 7 - 8 4 .

l i a N. T. W r i g h t ,  The E p i s t l e s  o f  Pau l  t o  the  
C o l o s s i a n s  and t o  Phi 1 emon:  An I n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  C o m m e n t a r y ,
T y n d a l e  New T e s t a m e n t  C o m m e n t a r i e s  ( L e i c e s t e r ,  E n g l a n d :  
I n t e r - V a r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 6 ;  Gr a n d  R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B. E e r d m a n s  
P u b l i s h i n g  Co . ,  1 9 8 6 ) ,  p.  7 0 .
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t he  " i ma g e  of  t h e  i n v i s i b l e  God" ( NI V) .  As i t s  l a r g e r  

c o n t e x t  i s  e q u a l l y  h e l p f u l  h e r e ,  we q u o t e  the comment  a t  

l e n g t h :

From a l l  e t e r n i t y  J e s u s  had,  m  h i s  ve r v  
n a t u r e ,  b e e n  the ' i m a g e  o f  G o d , '  r e f l e c t i n g  
p e r f e c t l y  t h e  c h a r a c t e r  and l i f e  of  t h e  F a t h e r .
I t  was  t hus  a p p r o p r i a t e  f o r  h i m to h e  the ' i ma g e  
o f  God '  as man:  f r o m a l l  e t e r n i t y  h e  had h e l d  t h e  
same r e l a t i o n  to t h e  F a t h e r  t h a t  h u m a n i t y ,  from 
i t s  c r e a t i o n ,  had been  i n t e n d e d  to b e a r .  Hu ma n i t y  
was d e s i g n e d  to be  t he  p e r f e c t  v e h i c l e  f o r  Go d ' s  
s e l f - e x p r e s s i o n  w i t h i n  h i s  w o r l d ,  s o  t h a t  he  c o u l d  
h i m s e l f  l i v e  a p p r o p r i a t e l y  among h i s  p e o p l e  as o n e  
o f  t h e m s e l v e s ,  c o u l d  r u l e  i n  l o v e  o v e r  c r e a t i o n  a s  
h i m s e l f  a c r e a t u r e .  God made us  f o r  h i m s e l f ,  a s  
A u g u s t i n e  s a i d  w i t h  a d i f f e r e n t ,  t h o u g h  p e r h a p s  
r e l a t e d ,  me a n i n g .  The d o c t r i n e  of i n c a r n a t i o n  
wh i c h  f l o ws  f rom t h i s  c a n n o t ,  by d e f i n i t i o n ,  
s q u e e z e  e i t h e r  t h e  ' d i v i n i t y '  o r  t h e  ' h u m a n i t y '  
o u t  o f  s h a p e .  I n d e e d ,  i t  i s  o n l y  i n  J e s u s  C h r i s t  
t h a t  we u n d e r s t a n d  what  ' d i v i n i t y '  a n d  ' h u m a n i t y '  
r e a l l y  m e a n . . .  P a u l ' s  way of  e x p r e s s i n g  t h e  
d o c t r i n e  i s  t o  s a y ,  p o e t i c a l l y ,  t h a t  t he  man J e s u s  
f u l f i l l s  t h e  p u r p o s e s  w h i c h  God had mar ked  out  
b o t h  f o r  h i m s e l f  a n d  f o r  h u m a n i t y . 119

He n c e ,  f r o m a B i b l i c a l  p o i n t  of  v i e w ,  i t  may be s a i d  

t h a t  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  o m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  ' i m a g e  o f  God'  

i s  f o u n d a t i o n a l  t o  i t s  r a d i c a l l y  r e d u c e d  v i e w o f  J e s u s ,  as

a l s o  t o  t he  much d i m i n i s h e d  i n t i m a c y  of i t s  d i v i n e - h u m a n  

( i . e .  c o v e n a n t )  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  r e m n a n t s  of  

t h e  d i v i n e  image  m  man I due t o  God’ s common g r a c e ) ,  t h e  New 

T e s t a m e n t  m u s t  be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  v i e w i n g  a l l  men a s  s o n s  of 

God,  a l b e i t  e s t r a n g e d  o u t s i d e  o f  C h n s t - - t h a t  i s ,  as s o n s  o f  

Adam, t h e  " s o n  of  God" (Luke  3 : 1 8 ;  c f .  L u k e  1 5 : 1 1 - 1 2 ;  Eph.  

2 : 1 - 5 ;  Col .  1 : 2 1 ) .  As J e r e m i a s  has  shown i n  h i s  e x c e l l e n t  

s t u d y  e n t i t l e d ,  " A b b a , "  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t  makes t h e  f i l i a l

l l 9 I b i d . ,  p p .  7 0 - 7 1 .  A u t h o r ' s  e m p h a s i s .
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r e l a t i o n s h i p  c e n t r a l  t o  i t s  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e  d i v i n e -  

human r e l a t i o n s h i p . 120 B e c a u s e  C h r i s t  i s  u n i q u e l y  G o d ' s  

Son,  man ( i n  him) may be  r e s t o r e d  t o  d i v i n e  s o n s h i p :  m  

hi m,  we a r e  a l l o w e d  a s h a r e  i n  C h r i s t ' s  own i n t i m a c y  w i t h  

h i s  F a t h e r . 121

N o t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  e x p o s i t i o n  of  Ad a m' s  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  God s u g g e s t s  " n o n - p r o f e s s i o n a l "  i n t i m a c y .  

Tha t  i s  t o  s a y ,  n o wh e r e  i s  t h e r e  t h e  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  g e n u i n e  

f r i e n d s h i p  ar .d communi on b e t w e e n  Adam and h i s  L o r d ,  a s  we 

ha ve  i t  m  t h e  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  man 

a n d  h i s  w i f e  " i n  t h e  c o o l  of  t h e  d a y "  ( Gen .  3 : 8 AV; c f . 

5 : 2 1 - 2 4 ) .  Ag a i n  u n l i k e  t h e  B i b l e ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  n e v e r  

d e s i g n a t e s  m a n ' s  i n t e n d e d  home a s  t h e  " g a r d e n  of  God" ( o r ,  

a l t e r n a t e l y ,  t h e  " mount  o f  Go d " ;  E z e k .  2 8 : 1 3 - 1 6 ) .  R a t h e r ,  

man s t a n d s  b e f o r e  h i s  Ma k e r  i n  a p u r e l y  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  e x a l t e d  s e r v a n t  t o  L o r d , 122 A g a i n ,  i t  wou l d

'■%aC e n t r a l  M e s s a g e ,  ch .  1.

121I b i d . ,  p p .  2 2 - 3 0 .  A few e x a m p l e s  o f  t h e  f i l i a l  
a n a l o g y  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  Hos .  1 1 : 1 ;  Ma i .  2 : 1 0 ;  M a t t .  6 : 6 - 1 4 ;
2 3 : 9 ;  G a l .  4 : b - 7 .  O t h e r  e q u a l l y  p r o p i n q u i t o u s  a n a l o g i e s  
e m p l o y e d  w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
i n c l u d e  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  of  f r i e n d  t o  f r i e n d  ( J o h n  1 5 : 1 4 -  
1 5 ;  c f .  1 4 : 2 3 ;  J a s .  2 : 2 3 ) ,  of  m a r r i a g e  p a r t n e r s  ( I s a .  5 4 : 5 ;  
J e r ,  3 : 1 4 ;  Ho s .  2 : 1 9 - 2 0 ;  Eph.  5 : 2 2 - 3 3 )  and o f  c o - w o r k e r s  (1 
C o r .  3 : 9 ) .  I t  mus t  be s t r e s s e d  t h a t ,  B i b l i c a l l y ,  t h e s e  do 
n o t  r e p l a c e ,  b u t  r a t h e r  s u p p l e m e n t ,  t h e  e x p r e s s i o n s  of  a 
l e s s  m u t u a l l y  i n t i m a t e  o r  p r o p m q u i t o u s  s o r t - - f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
M a s t e r - s e r v a n t , J u d g e - d e f e n d a n t , S u z e r a i n - s u b j e c t ,  G u i d e -  o r  
I n s t r u c t o r - p u p i  1— w h i c h  e x e r t  t h e  c o n t r o l l i n g  f o r c e  i n  t h e  
Q u r a n i c  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p .

122W h i l e  t h e  H o s t - g u e s t  a n a l o g y  s u g g e s t e d  b y  t h e  
e x p r e s s i o n  " t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  of  God" ( 3 : 1 9 8 ;  4 1 : 3 2 )  m i g h t  be 
t h o u g h t  t o  i m p l y  c o m p a n i o n s h i p ,  t h i s  n e e d  n o t  be s o .
R a t h e r ,  t h e  p i c t u r e  i n  mi n d  h e r e  s e e ms  t o  be  t h a t  o f  a
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a p p e a r  t h a t  s u c h  n o t i o n s  o f  m u t u a l i t y ,  o f  c o m p a n i o n s h i p ,  

w o u l d  h a v e  b e e n  t h o u g h t  t o c o mp r o mi s e  t h e  r a d i c a l  

o n t o l o g i c a l  g u l f  b e t w e e n  t h e  C r e a t o r  a n d  c r e a t u r e .  And,  s o ,  

h e r e  t h e  Q u r a n i c  and B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n s  o f  m a n ' s  s e r v i l i t y  

d i v e r g e  s h a r p l y .

Q u r a n i c  man i s ,  p e r h a p s ,  b e s t  l i k e n e d  t o  t he  v i z i e r ,  

t h e  n o b i l i t y  o f  whose  u n r i v a l l e d  p o s i t i o n  m  t h e  e m p i r e  

c a n n o t  a l t e r  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  he  i s  m e r e l y  a s l a v e .  W h e r e a s .  

Bib 1 i c a l l y - - t h e  r a d i c a l  o n t o l o g i c a l  g u l f  b e t w e e n  C r e a t o r  and  

c r e a t u r e  n o t w i t h s t a n d  1n g - - m a n ' s s e r v a n t h o o d  i s  m  no wi se  

d i s c o n t i n o u s  w i t h  h i s  i m a g i n g  God.  R a t h e r ,  a s  o b e d i e n t  

s e r v a n t ,  man c l o t h e s  h i m s e l f  i n  t h e  same h u m i l i t y  w h i c h  

c h a r a c t e r i z e s  God a n d ,  s o ,  c l o t h e s  h i m s e l f  i n  a l l  t h e  

u n r i v a l l e d  m a j e s t y  a n d  s p l e n d o u r  o f  t h e  g l o r y  o f  God.

H e n c e ,  B i b l i c a l l y ,  s e r v a n t h o o d  i s  n o t  e x c l u s i v e  of  s o n s h i p ,  

as i s  t h e  c a s e  Q u r a m c a l l y .  153 And,  i n d e e d ,  i t  i s  m  C h r i s t  

t h a t  t h i s  i s  mo s t  c l e a r l y  s e e n :  h i s  a b s o l u t e  h u m i l i a t i o n

( r e v e a l i n g ,  a s  i t  d i d ,  t he  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  h i s  v o l u n t a r y  

s u b m i s s i o n  t o  God)  r e v e a l e d  t h a t  h i d d e n  g l o r y  o f  God whi ch  

i n h e r e s  e x c l u s i v e l y  m  t he  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  o f  God,  i n  t he  

p e r f e c t  o n e n e s s  of  h i s  j u s t i c e ,  m e r c y  a n d  h u m i l i t y .

s u z e r a i n ' s  b a n q u e t  ( 3 : 1 9 8 ;  c f .  1 8 : 1 0 2 , 1 0 7 ;  s e e  f u r t h e r ,  
a p p e n d i x  1 b e l o w ) .

l 2 3 T h i s  p o i n t  i s  made m  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t he  Q u r ' a n ' s  
r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  J e w i s h  and C h r i s t i a n  c l a i m  t o  d i v i n e  
s o n s h i p  ( c f .  n .  3 3 ) :  t o  be t r e a t e d  as  a  s e r v a n t  i s  t o
e x c l u d e  a l l  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  s o n s h i p  ( 5 : 1 8 ) .  L i k e w i s e ,  t he  
Q u r ' a n ' s  s t r e s s  on J e s u s '  s e r v a n t h o o d  a s  p r o p h e t  r e p r e s e n t s  
t he  c a t e g o r i c a l  d e n i a l  o f  h i s  d i v i n e  S o n s h i p ,  Q u r a n i c a l l y  
u n d e r s t o o d  ( 4 : 1 7 1 - 7 2 ;  5 : 1 1 6 - 1 8 ;  c f .  1 9 : 3 0 ) .  On t he  Q u r a n i c  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  s e r v a n t h o o d ,  s e e  p p .  31 and 4 5 - 4 6  a b o v e .
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T h i s  d i m i n i s h e d  s t a t u r e  i s  no d o u b t  r e f l e c t e d  i n  

Ad a m' s  m e r e l y  r e c i t i n g  wha t  he h a d  b e e n  t a u g h t  by God,  m  

h i s  nami ng  of  t h e  c r e a t e d  o r d e r s  ( 2 : 3 1 ) .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  

B i b l i c a l  Adam was c a l l e d  u p o n  s i m p l y  t o  g i v e  t h e  c r e a t u r e s  

t h e i r  n a m e s ; 14* t h a t  i s ,  h e  was commanded a c t i v e l y  t o  " t h i n k  

G o d ' s  t h o u g h t s  a f t e r  him" a n d ,  s o ,  t o  m a n i f e s t  

i n t e l l e c t u a l l y  h i s  d i v i n e  i m a g e - b e a r i n g .  F o r ,  of t h e  

u n f a l l e n  Adam, i t  may be s a i d  t h a t  h i s  own n a t u r e  " wa s  

r e v e l a t i o n a l  o f  t he  w i l l  o f  G o d , " 125 a l b e i t  f i n i t e l y .

Ada m' s  F a l l :  I t s  N a t u r e  a n d  S c o p e

We now t u r n  t o  t he  q u e s t i o n  of  how man i s  a f f e c t e d  by

s m ,  how s m  i s  r e l a t e d  b o t h  to man and t o  h i s  d i r e  need o f  

s a l v a t i o n .  Hav i ng  e a r l i e r  s e e n  t h e  " m i n o r i t y  p o s i t i o n "  on 

m a n ' s  f i r s t  a c t  of  f o l l y  and  s i n ,  we w i l l  h e r e  f o l l o w  on 

w i t h  t he  " m a j o r i t y  p o s i t i o n "  Adam n a r r a t i v e s  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  

t he  Q u r a n i c  f a l l  of  man,  v i e we d  a s  t he  r e s u l t  o f  Adam' s

t r a n s g r e s s i n g  m  t he  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  p r o h i b i t e d  t r e e . 136 From

C

12* Da v i d  Shenk m  B a d r u  D. K a t e r e g g a  a n d  Davi d  W. 
S h e n k ,  I s l a m  and  C h r i s t i a n i t y :  A Mu s l i m  and a C h r i s t i a n  i n
D i a l o g u e  ( Gr a n d  R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B. Ee r dmans  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  
1981)  , p.  13 .

125" B u t , "  c o n t i n u e s  C o r n e l i u s  Van T i l ,  " w h i l e  t hus  
r e v e l a t i o n a l  of  t h e  w i l l  of God,  m a n ' s  n a t u r e ,  even i n  
p a r a d i s e ,  was  n e v e r  m e a n t  t o  f u n c t i o n  by i t s e l f .  I t  was a t  
once  s u p p l e m e n t e d  by t h e  s u p e r n a t u r a l ,  e x t e r n a l  and p o s i t i v e  
e x p r e s s i o n  o f  G o d ' s  w i l l  as i t s  c o r r e l a t i v e " ;  The D e f e n s e  o f  
t he  F a i t h ,  3d e d . ,  r e v .  ( Phi  1 l i p s b u r g , N J : P r e s b y t e r i a n  and  
Re f o r me d  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 6 7 ) ,  p .  53.

_  136I n t e r e s t i n g l y , D i r k  B a k k e r  a l s o  c o n c l u d e s  t h a t  t h e  
Q u r ' a n  p r e s e n t s  man a s  s i n f u l  (by n a t u r e ) ,  b u t  he  d o e s  not  
s ee  m a n ' s  s i n f u l n e s s  t h e r e  a s  m  a n y  way d e r i v i n g  f r o m  t he  
f a l l  o f  Adam;  Man i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  p p .  2 3 - 2 6  and 1 8 3 - 8 4 .
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our  c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of t h e  c o v e n a n t  c o n c e p t  a b o v e ,  i t  w i l l  

have  become  e v i d e n t  t h a t  wha t  Paul  R i c o e u r  has  s a i d  o f  s i n  

m  t h e  B i b l i c a l  c a s e  i s  e q u a l l y  t r u e  h e r e :  s i n  i s  " n o t  t h e

t r a n s g r e s s i o n  o f  an a b s t r a c t  r u l e - - o f  a v a l u e  —  b u t  t h e  

v i o l a t i o n  o f  a p e r s o n a l  b o n d . " 127

A l t h o u g h  m  e a c h  of i t s  t h r e e  o c c u r r e n c e s  ( 2 : 3 5 - 3 9 ,  

c f .  v v .  4 0 - 4 6 ;  7 : 1 9 - 2 5 ,  c f .  v v .  2 6 - 3 6 ;  2 0 : 1  1 7 - 2 4 ,  c f .  vv.

1 25 - 2  7 ) t h e  s t o r y  i s  g i v e n  d i f f e r e n t  a p p l i c a t i o n s ,  i t s  b a s i c  

p o i n t  i s  a l w a y s  t h e  s a m e :  m  s p i t e  of  G o d ' s  a b u n d a n t  c a r e

f o r  h i m ,  Adam c a r e l e s s l y  s p u r n e d  G o d ' s  d i r e c t i o n s  to h i m,  

c h o o s i n g  r a t h e r  t o  f o l l o w  S a t a n ,  i n  d e f i a n c e  o f  God.  T h i s ,  

f rom t h e  p o i n t  o f  v i e u  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  i s  t h e  s t u f f  o f  whi ch  

man i s  ma d e .  An a d d i t i o n a l  p o i n t  o f  t he  s t o r y  i s  t h a t  t he  

man a n d  h i s  wi f e  r e c e i v e  two t h i n g s  f rom God s u b s e q u e n t  to 

t h e i r  s m ,  mercy ( i n  t h e  form of  b o t h  g u i d a n c e  a n d  

f o r g i v e n e s s )  and j u d g m e n t .  Q u i t e  c l e a r l y  mercy h e r e  i s  

a l t o g e t h e r  u n d e s e r v e d ,  w h i l e  t h e  e x a c t  o p p o s i t e  i s  t r u e  of 

j u d g m e n t .  And t h i s  mu s t  be t a k e n  a s  r e v e l a t o r y  o f  God m  

some s e n s e .  8 u t , f u r t h e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  o f  t he  d i v i n e  

r e s p o n s e  t o  ma n ' s  s i n  m u s t  be r e s e r v e d  u n t i l  we have a 

c l e a r e r  p i c t u r e  o f  the s i n  w h i c h  c a l l e d  f o r  i t .

C l e a r l y ,  s u c h  a r e a d i n g  of  t h e  f a l l  n a r r a t i v e s  t a k e s  

t h e  s i n  of  Adam v e r y  s e r i o u s l y .  T h i s  i s  q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y  a

127 The  S y m b o l i s m  o f  E v i l , t r a n s .  Emer son  B u c h a n a n  
(New Y o r k :  H a r p e r  and Row,  P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 6 7 )  p.  5 2 .  P e r h a p s  
t h i s  p o i n t  i s  b a c k  of  t h e  d i v i n e  L a w g i v e r ' s  d e s i g n a t i n g  as 
f o r b i d d e n  ( a n d ,  s o ,  e v i l )  an a c t i o n  r e l a t e d  to a mere 
o b j e c t ,  an o b j e c t  w h i c h ,  c o n c e i v a b l y ,  m i g h t  e q u a l l y  w e l l  
h a v e  b e e n  d e s i g n a t e d  as  p e r m i s s i b l e  t o  man.
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d e p a r t u r e  f r om s t a n d a r d  Mus l i m i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t he  s t o r y ,  

wh i ch  a moun t  to a  t h o r o u g h g o i n g  de e m p h a s i  z a t i o n  o f  i t - - t h e  

a c t  o f  d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  A d a m ' s  c u l p a b i l i t y  a n d  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  

o f  h i s  s m  f o r  t h e  r a c e 128 — i n  an e f f o r t  t o  a d a p t  i t  t o  f i t  

w i t h  t h a t  s t r e a m  o f  Q u r a n i c  t h o u g h t  t e n d i n g  m a r k e d l y  t o w a r d  

t h e  e x t e r i o r i z a t i o n  of  human e v i l .  But  t o  vi ew t h e  Adamic 

f a l l  < o f  t h e  " m a j o r i t y  p o s i t i o n "  n a r r a t i v e s )  a s  a mere 

m i s t a k e ,  t h e  ou t c ome  of  ma n ' s  f i m t u d e , 129 or  t h e  we a k n e s s  

o f  a d e f e c t i v e  c r e a t i o n  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  m i s t a k e n .

12SD o u b t l e s s , t h i s  d e e m p h a s 1z a t  i on  o f  Ad a m' s  s i n  i s  
p a r t l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  Mu s l i m t h e o l o g i a n s '  c o n f e r r i n g  o n  Adam 
t h e  h o n o u r  o f  p r o p h e t h o o d ,  w h i c h  m  i t s  p o s t - Q u r a m c  
d e v e l o p m e n t  had e v e n t u a l l y  come to i n c l u d e  t h a t  mos t  
u n q u r a n i c  n o t i o n  o f  p r o p h e t i c  i m p e c c a b i l i t y  ( c i s m a ).  By i t s  
a l l o w a n c e  o f  o n l y  mi nor  f a u l t s ,  i t  c o u l d  n o t  h e l p  
p r e d e t e r m i n i n g  how s e r i o u s l y  t h i s  a n d  t he  s m s  o f  o t h e r  
p r o p h e t s  a l s o  wer e  to be t a k e n .  On t h e  d o c t r i n e  of  
p r o p h e t i c  i m p e c c a b i l i t y ,  s e e  E / 2 , s . v .  " c I s m a , "  by  W. 
M a d e l u n g .

I n f o r m e d  by Mus l i m c o mme n t a r y  on  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  S a y y i d  
Ahmad K h a n ' s  comment a r y  o n  G e n e s i s  ( G h a z e e p o r e ,  I n d i a :  By
t h e  a u t h o r ,  1862)  e v i d e n c e s  t h e  much t o n e d  down v e r s i o n  of 
t h e  Q u r a n i c  n a r r a t i v e  a c c o u n t s  s o  t y p i c a l  o f  Mus l i m 
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  them:  " . . . a l t h o u g h  t he  a c q u i s i t i o n  o f
t h i s  k n o w l e d g e  by man was  t he  o r i g i n  o f  t h e  s i n  t h a t  h a s  
f a l l e n  upon Adam a n d  h i s  p o s t e r i t y  ( among whom t h a t  
k n o w l e d g e  i s  p e r p e t u a t e d ) ,  ye t  t h i s  a c t  of  d i s o b e d i e n c e  of  
Adam a n d  Eve c o u l d  not  b e  a r e a s o n  e i t h e r  f o r  t h e i r s  [ s i c ]  
o r  t h e i r  d e s c e n d a n t s '  b e i n g  h e l d  t o b e  g u i l t y  o r  c u l p a b l e "  
( p p .  1 6 0 - 6 1 )  q u o t e d  by K e n n e t h  E.  N o l i n  i n  h i s  a n n o t a t e d  
t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  Muhammad Ka mi l  H u s a y n ' s  "The S t o r y  o f  Adam, "  
The  Mu s l i m  Wo r l d  54  ( J a n u a r y  1 9 6 4 ) : 8 ,  n .  3 .

On t h e  p l a c e  of  Adam in t h e  e s o t e r i c  a n t h r o p o l o g y  of 
e a r l y  I s macT l T  t h o u g h t ,  s e e  He n r y  C o r b i n ' s  C y c l i c a l  Ti me and 
I s m a i h  G n o s i s  ( London :  Ke gan  P a u l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  1 9 8 3 ) ,  pp.  
4 2 - 5 0 ,  7 6 - 8 4 .

t 2 9 G n o s t i c  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  an i n h e r e n t l y  e v i l  m a t e r i a l  
c r e a t i o n  a r e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  a l t o g e t h e r  f o r e i g n  t o  Q u r a n i c  
t h o u g h t .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  t h e  a n g e l s  a t t e s t s  
t o  t he  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  the e t h i c a l  c r e a t u r e ' s  mor a l  
p e r f e c t i o n  ( 2 1 : 1 9 - 2 1 ;  6 6 : 6 ) .
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T h a t  t h e  f a r  w e i g h t i e r  r e a d i n g  a b o v e  i s  t h e  i n t e n d e d  

o n e  i s  b o r n e  o u t ,  f i r s t l y ,  by t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  once  t h e y  h a d  

s e e n  t h e  e r r o r  of  t h e i r  s i n ,  Adam and h i s  w i f e  t o o k  i t  w i t h  

t h e  u t m o s t  s e r i o u s n e s s  ( 7 : 2 3 ) ,  They a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h e y  h a d  

wr o n g e d  t h e m s e 1v e s - - a  Q u r a n i c  e x p r e s s i o n  a l w a y s  a s s o c i a t e d  

w i t h  t h e  m o r a l  f o l l y  of s m  ( c f .  2 : 5 4 , 2 3 1 ;  3 : 1 1 7 ;  1 0 : 4 4 ;  

2 8 : 1 6 ;  6 5 : 1 ) .  130 And t h e y  knew t h a t  w i t h o u t  Go d ' s  

f o r g i v e n e s s  a n d  me r c y  t h e y  woul d  be among " t h e  l o s t "

( k h a s i r u n , i . e .  t h o s e  condemned t o  d a m n a t i o n ;  c f .  2 0 : 1 2 4 -  

27 ) . 131

Th e  e s s e n t i a l  a c c u r a c y  of  t h e i r  own r e a d i n g  of  t h e i r  

s i t u a t i o n  i s ,  t o  b e g i n ,  c o n f i r m e d  i m p l i c i t l y  by G o d ' s  

a c c e p t a n c e  of  i t  w i t h o u t  d i s p u t e  ( 7 : 2 4 - 2 5 ) .  But two o t h e r  

t h i n g s  make  t h i s  r e a d i n g  o f  t h e  s t o r y  a l t o g e t h e r  i n e v i t a b l e :  

n a m e l y ,  t h e  d i v i n e  a s s e s s m e n t  of  b o t h  t h e i r  s i n  a n d  i t s

13 °The  word u s e d  h e r e ,  z a l a m a ,  mus t  be  v i e w e d  as  a
d i r e c t  r e s p o n s e  t o  t h e  z a l i m  of  2 : 3 5 ,  t o  wh i c h  we w i l l  come
m o m e n t a r i l y .  F o r  an  i n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  key  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  
of  z u l m,  f r om wh i c h  z a l i m  i s  d e r i v e d ,  s e e  I z u t s u ,  E t h i c o -m 1 i ' >
R e l i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s , p p .  1 6 4 - 7 2 ,  a n d  C r a g g ,  "The  Me a n i n g  o f  
Zul m in t h e  Q u r ' a n , "  The Mu s l i m  Wo r l d  40 ( J u l y  1 9 5 9 ) : 1 9 6 -  
2 1 2 .

1 3 1 The c o r r e c t n e s s  o f  o u r  c o n t e x t u a l  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  
i s  b o r n e  o u t  b y  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  c o n s i s t e n t  use  o f  k h a s i r a  a n d  
i t s  c o g n a t e s  t o  r e f e r  to t h e  damned  on t h e  L a s t  Day ( 5 : 5 ;  
8 : 3 7 ;  1 1 : 2 2 ;  1 6 : 1 0 9 ;  3 9 : 1 5 ;  4 2 : 4 5 ;  c f .  2 2 : 1 1 ) ,  t o  t h o s e  l e a d  
a s t r a y  by God ( 7 : 1 7 8 ) ,  to t h e  one whose  " w e i g h - s c a l e s "  a r e  
l i g h t  ( 7 : 9 ) ,  i n  s h o r t ,  of t h o s e  wh o s e  a l l i a n c e  w i t h  S a t a n  
h a s  a l t o g e t h e r  e x c l u d e d  t hem f rom t h e  f a v o u r  of  God ( 4 : 1 1 9 ;  
c f .  5 8 : 1 9 ) .  I n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  t h e  m u r d e r o u s  s o n  of  Adam ( 5 : 3 0 ;  
named C a i n ,  Q a b T l ,  i n  t he  t r a d i t i o n s ) ,  t h o s e  " c r y i n g  l i e s "  
to t h e  p r o p h e t  S h u c a y b  ( 7 : 9 2 ) ,  and  t h e  c a l f - w o r s h i p p i n g  
C h i l d r e n  o f  I s r a e l  ( 7 : 1 4 9 )  a r e  a l l  d e s i g n a t e d  as k h W s i r u n .  
The l a s t  m e n t i o n e d  c a s e  i s  o f  s p e c i a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  b e c a u s e  
t h e  words  o f  p e n i t e n c e  u t t e r e d  by t h e  ( f o r m e r l y )  i d o l a t r o u s  
He br ews  f o l l o w  t h o s e  o f  Adam ( i n  t h e  p a s s a g e  u n d e r  
c o n s i d e r a t i o n )  a l m o s t  e x a c t l y .
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c o n s e q u e n c e s .  The d i v i n e  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  m a n ' s  d i s o b e d i e n c e  

comes  t o  t h e  r e a d e r  m  t h e  f o u r  wo r d s  u s e d  t o  r e f e r  e i t h e r  

t o  t h e  a c t  i t s e l f  o r  to i t s  e f f e c t  on man.  Thes e  a r e  

n a s i y a ,  g h a wa ,  easa  and ? a l i m .  T h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  e a c h  

o f  t h e s e  wo r d s  i s  u s e d  c o n s i s t e n t l y  t o  d e p i c t  human 

r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  God as b o t h  a l t o g e t h e r  w i l l f u l  ( i . e .  

i n f o r m e d  and f r e e )  a nd ,  f r o m  t h e  human,  as  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  

d i v i n e ,  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  u n n e c e s s a r y  ( i . e .  a v o i d a b l e ,  b u t  f o r  

m a n ' s  s t u b b o r n  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  to go  a s t r a y ) .

F i r s t ,  Adam i s  s a i d  t o  h a v e  ' f o r g o t t e n '  t h e  c o v e n a n t  

God made w i t h  him ( 2 0 : 1 1 5 ) .  N a s i y a  i s  u s e d  a g a i n  i n  t he  

e x t e n d e d  c o n t e x t  of  t h i s  s u r a ' s  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  s t o r y  i n  

v e r s e  126 wh e r e  we r e a d  t h a t ,  h a v i n g  f o r g o t t e n  G o d ' s  s i g n s  

w h i c h  came  t o  t hem,  t h e  damned w i l l  be f o r g o t t e n  i n  t h e i r  

m i s e r y  o n  t h e  L a s t  Day.  3 2 : 1 4 ,  s p e a k i n g  of  t h e  g u i l t y  i n  

a n o t h e r  c o n t e x t ,  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r ,  and 9 : 6 7 - 6 8  s a y s  much t h e  

s ame  of  t h e  h y p o c r i t e s :  " t h e y  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  God,  a n d  He

h a s  f o r g o t t e n  t h e m . . .  God h a s  p r o m i s e d  t he  h y p o c r i t e s ,  men 

an d  women,  and t h e  u n b e l i e v e r s ,  t h e  f i r e  of  Ge h e n n a ,  t h e r e i n  

t o  d w e l l  f o r e v e r .  T h a t  i s  e n o u g h  f o r  t he m;  God h a s  c u r s e d  

t h e m ;  and  t h e r e  a w a i t s  t hem a l a s t i n g  c h a s t i s e m e n t "

( A r b e r r y ) .

Many o t h e r  e x a m p l e s  c o u l d  b e  g i v e n  h e r e ,  b u t  we w i l l  

l i m i t  o u r s e l v e s  t o  j u s t  t h r e e .  I n  2 5 : 1 8  t he  i d o l a t e r s  a r e  

s a i d  t o  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  Remembr ance  i n  t h e i r  c o r r u p t i o n .  

And 4 5 : 3 1 - 3 5  t e l l s  u s  t h a t  t h o s e  who a r r o g a n t l y  d i s r e g a r d  

t h e  s i g n s  r e c i t e d  t o t hem,  c o n t i n u i n g  on  i n  t h e i r  e v i l d o i n g ,
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w i l l  be  f o r g o t t e n  by God,  s i n c e  t h e y  h a v e  f o r g o t t e n  t h e  

e n c o u n t e r  o f  t h e  Las t  Day.  I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  b l a t a n t  

d i s r e g a r d  f o r  G o d ' s  w a r n i n g s  and p r o m i s e s  t h r o u g h  t h e  

p r o p h e t s  i s  t a n t a m o u n t  t o  a w h o l e s a l e  s p u r n i n g  of  t h e  

c o v e n a n t a l  r e a l i t i e s  o f  human r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  d i v i n e  

r e q u i t a l .  6 : 4 2 - 4 5  s p e a k s  of  t h e  s t i f f - n e c k e d  n a t i o n s  whose 

p e o p l e ,  d e l u d e d  by  S a t a n ,  " f o r g o t  wh a t  t h e y  wer e  r emi nded  

o f "  ( A r b e r r y )  and were s u d d e n l y  s e i z e d  a n d  u t t e r l y  

d e s t r o y e d .  Whi l e  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  Ada m' s  s i n  d i d  n o t  meet  

wi t h  e x a c t l y  t he  same r e s p o n s e  f rom God a s  i s  d e s c r i b e d  in 

t h i s  l a s t  p a s s a g e ,  i t  i s  e q u a l l y  c l e a r  t h a t  h i s  " f o r g e t t i n g "  

was o t h e  r w i s e  no t  a t  a l l  u n l i k e  t h a t  of  t h e  s t i f f - n e c k e d  

n a t i o n s :  r e p e a t e d l y  war ned  ( t h a t  i s ,  r e m i n d e d )  of  t h e

W h i s p e r e r ' s  e v i l  i n t e n t i o n s ,  Adam w i l l i n g l y  embraced h i s  

d e s t r u c t i v e  d e l u s i o n s .

Al l  o f  t h i s  p o i n t s  t o t h e  c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t ,  in i t s  

e t h i c a l  and t h e o l o g i c a l  u s a g e ,  n a s i y a  n e v e r  c o n n o t e s  mere  

w e a k n e s s ,  t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  the f i n i t e  human mind,  as  i n  t he  

c a s e  o f  a s i m p l e  l a p s e  o f  memory.  R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  no l e s s  

d e l i b e r a t e  o n  t h e  p a r t  o f  man t h a n  t h e  r e c i p r o c a l  a c t i o n  of  

" f o r g e t f u l n e s s "  on  the  p a r t  o f  God.  And,  a s  t h e  o c c a s i o n  of  

God ' s  u l t i m a t e l y  c e a s i n g  to c a r e  f o r  man,  man ' s  f o r g e t t i n g  

God i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  v i e we d  as  a n  a c t  of g r o s s  a n d  

d e l i b e r a t e  c a r e l e s s n e s s ,  the p r o d u c t  of  t h a t  w i l l f u l  

i g n o r a n c e  w h i c h  i s  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o  b o t h  g o o d n e s s  and t r u t h .

The s ame  c a n  be shown o f  gha wd  ( he  e r r e d )  used o f  

^  Adam' s  s i n  m  2 0 : 1 2 1 .  The t h o u g h t  i s  no t  t h a t  o f  a me r e
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" m i s t a k e , ” wh i c h  c o n n o t e s  u n i n t e n t i o n a l 1t y  or  i n a d v e r t e n c e .  

R a t h e r  t h i s  e r r o r  i s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  t h e  most  d e l i b e r a t e  

s u r t  o f  d e v i a t i o n  f rom t he  p a t h .  I n  s p i t e  of  d i v i n e  

w a r n i n g s ,  b o t h  e x p l i c i t  and r e p e a t e d ,  Adam c h o s e  the 

d e l u s i o n s  o f  t h e  Grand Ba r me c i d e  a n d ,  s o ,  a bandoned  t h e  p a t h  

of g o o d n e s s  and t r u t h  f o r  t h a t  of f a l s e h o o d  a n d  e r r o r .

T h i s  s e n s e  of  g h a v a  i s  c o n f i r m e d  b y  t he  f a c t  t h a t  i t ,  

and i n d e e d  t h e  e n t i r e  s t o r y  o f  m a n ' s  f a l l  as w e l l ,  a l l u d e s  

to S a t a n ' s  a n n o u n c e d  i n t e n t i o n  to p e r v e r t  ( a g h wa , form

of t h e  same v e r b )  manki nd  f r o m  t he  p a t h  o f  d e v o t i o n  t o  God 

1 1 5 : 3 9 ;  38 : 8 2 ;  c f .  2 8 : 6 3 ;  37 : 32 ) .  The a l l u s i o n  be come s  t he  

more o b v i o u s  when one r e a l i z e s  t h a t  t h i s  pr oud  b o a s t  o c c u r s  

m  t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  S a t a n ' s  f a l l ,  i n d i s p u t a b l y  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

p r e l u d e  to Ad a m' s  t e m p t a t i o n  a n d  f a l l  ( 7 : 1 1 - 1 8 ;  1 5 : 2 6 - 4 4  ;

3 8 : 7 1 - 8 5 ) .

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  Adam' s  a c t  of  " d i s o b e d i e n c e "  ( ea s a ,  

2 0 : 1 2 1 )  r e p r e s e n t s  h i s  c h o o s i n g  to j o i n  S a t a n  i n  h i s  e v i l  

r e b e l l i o n  a g a i n s t  God, f o r  t o  d i s r e g a r d  t h e  d i v i n e  

p r o h i b i t i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  t r e e  was t o  become  o n e  of t h e  

" e v i l d o e r s "  ( z a l i m ,  2:3 5 ) .  1 3 2 H e n c e ,  i f  human w e a k n e s s  i s  

a t  a l l  i n  v i e w  h e r e ,  i t  i s  m a n ' s  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  mo r a l

132N e e d l e s s  to s a y ,  i n  a l l  o f  t h e i r  numer ous  Q u r a n i c  
o c c u r r e n c e s  ( casa x 30;  z a l i m  x 1 4 5 ) ,  b o t h  words  s i g n i f y  
t r a n s g r e s s i o n ,  b o t h  d e l i b e r a t e  and h e i n o u s .  S e e ,  f o r  
e x a m p l e ,  2 : 6 1 , 9 3 ,  49: 7  a n d  7 1 : 2 1  on casa.

On z u l m ,  s e e  t he  s t u d i e s  r e f e r r e d  t o  a b o v e  in n .  130.  
I n  t h e  whol e  Q u r a n i c  v o c a b u l a r y ,  z u l m  i s  c e r t a i n l y  one of  
t h e  m o s t  f o r m a t i v e  and c r u c i a l  o f  t e r m s  r e l a t i n g  to e v i l  and 
s m  ( C r a g g ,  " M e a n i n g  of  Zu l m, "  p .  1 9 6 ) .  Th e  l e x i c o n s  d e f i n e  
i t  i n  t e r m s  o f  " m i s p l a c i n g  a t h i n g , "  t h e  i m p l i c i t  n o t i o n  
b e i n g  t h a t  o f  ( m o r a l )  d e v i a t i o n  f rom t he  o r d e r e d  p l an  o f  God 
f o r  h i s  c r e a t u r e s .
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v a c i l l a t i o n  ( 2 0 : 1 1 5 ) .  Even i n  t h i s  t he  e m p h a s i s  i s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  n o t  on G o d ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  as  C r e a t o r ,  bu t  on  

m a n ' s  a s  a d e p l o r a b l y  u n g r a t e f u l  w r e t c h ,  (And t h i s  p o i n t  i s  

e m p h a s i z e d  f o r  t h e  r e a d e r  i n  7 : 1 8 3 - 1 3 0  w h e r e ,  i m m e d i a t e l y  

upon r e c e i p t  of  d i v i n e  a s s i s t a n c e  i n  t he  b i r t h  o f  t h e i r  

f i r s t  s o n — a nd  h a v i n g  b e f o r e h a n d  c o u p l e d  t h e i r  u r g e n t  

r e q u e s t  f o r  h e l p  w i t h  a s o l e mn  p l e d g e  of  t h e i r  p r o l o n g e d  

g r a t i t u d e  a n d  d e v o t i o n  i n  r e t u r n — t h e  f a l l e n  Adam and h i s  

w i f e  r e p e a t  t h e i r  h e e d l e s s n e s s ,  c o mp o u n d i n g  i t  w i t h  t h e  

' u n p a r d o n a b l e '  s h i r k . ) 133

From a l l  o f  t h i s ,  i t  i s  c l e a r  t h a t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h e  f i r s t  m i s s t e p  of  t h e  r a c e ,  i n  Adam, r a n k s  

i t  a s  a v e r y  s e r i o u s  ( i . e .  d e l i b e r a t e )  d e v i a t i o n  f rom t h e  

-*-*■ r e v e a l e d  w i l l  of  God.  To r e a d  i t  a s  a m e r e l y  a c c i d e n t a l

f a i l u r e  on t h e  p a r t  of  Adam i s ,  t h e r e f o r e ,  t o m i s h a n d l e  t he  

Q u r a n i c  t e x t .  And t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  a l s o  p l a i n l y  b o r n e  ou t  

i n  t h e  g r a v i t y  o f  t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e s  o f  Ad a m' s  s i n :  i f  t h e

a c t  o f  d i s o b e d i e n c e  h e r e  r e p r e s e n t s  a  m i n o r  f a u l t — p e r h a p s  

much l i k e  t h e  s i m p l e ,  c a r e f r e e  h e e d l e s s n e s s  of a  c h i l d — t h e n

133I n  t r a n s l a t i n g  t h i s  p a s s a g e ,  Y u s u f  A l i ,  P i c k t h a l l  
and  o t h e r  mode r n  Mus l i m t r a n s l a t o r s  h a v e  o b s c u r e d  i t s  
p o i n t e d  c o n d e m n a t i o n  of  Adam i n  a v a r i e t y  o f  wa ys ,  w h i c h  
v a r i e t y  may b e  s e e n  as  i n d i c a t i v e  of  t h e  t e x t ' s  
u n p l i a b i l i t y .  To a ny  t r a n s l a t o r  u n c o n v i n c e d  of t h e  Q u r a n i c  
b a s i s  f o r  e i t h e r  o r  b o t h  of  t h e  d o c t r i n e s  a t  s t a k e  ( Ad a m' s  
n e c e s s a r y  p r o p h e t h o o d  and  t he  i m p e c c a b i l i t y  of  p r o p h e t s )  i t s  
p l a i n  m e a n i n g  i s  r e n d e r e d  e a s i l y  ( a s  A r b e r r y ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  
h a s  d o n e ) .  I t  i s  i n t e r e s t i n g  t o  n o t e  t h a t  Baydawi ,  
c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  s t a n d a r d  among c l a s s i c a l  S u n n i  c o m m e n t a t o r s ,  
woul d  h a v e  commended  A r b e r r y ' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  o u r  
p a s s a g e ;  t h i s  may be  p a r t l y  e x p l a i n e d  by B a y d a w i ' s 
c h r o n o l o g i c a l  n e a r n e s s ,  r e l a t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g ,  to t h e  
d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  two d o c t r i n e s  c o n c e r n e d .
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t h e  d i v i n e  p u n i s h m e n t  of i t  c o m p l e t e l y  f a i l s  t o  r e f l e c t  t h a t  

f  a c t ,

I n  t h e  a f t e r m a t h  o f  Ad a m' s  r e b e l l i o n ,  t he  t wo  

e l e m e n t s  of d i v i n e  j u d g m e n t  and d i v i n e  mercy o r  g r a c e  a r e  

p r e s e n t e d ,  n o t  s y s t e m a t i c a l l y ,  b u t  r a t h e r  v e r y  much 

i n t e r m i n g l e d ,  a s  i f  t o g e t h e r  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t e d  the  t o t a l

e f f e c t  o f  h i s  s m .  And m  one s e n s e  t h a t  may be t  r u e . But

i n  a n o t h e r  f a r  more b a s i c  s e n s e  i t  i s  q u i t e  f a l s e :  f o r ,

Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  s i n  c a n  n e v e r  be s a i d  to have e f f e c t e d  d i v i n e  

m e r c y  ( a s  i t  h a s  j u d g m e n t ,  t he  j u d g m e n t  p r o m i s e d  i n  G o d ' s  

s o v e r e i g n l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  c o v e n a n t  wi t h  man) .  H e n c e ,  we w i l l  

e n d e a v o u r  to k e e p  t h e s e  t w o  e l e m e n t s  s e p a r a t e  i n t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  i n q u i r y .

T a k i n g  t h e  e l e m e n t  o f  j u d g m e n t  t o  be f i r s t  ( i . e .

l o g i c a l l y ,  i f  n o t  a l t o g e t h e r  s e q u e n t i a l l y  s o ) ,  we w i l l

e n q u i r e  i n t o  b o t h  t h e  n a t u r e  of  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  p u n i s h m e n t s  

m e t e d  o u t  to Adam f o r  h i s  s i n  a n d  w h e t h e r  Adam i s  t o  be 

v i e w e d  a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  h e a d  o f  t he  r a c e  i n  h i s  s i n  and  i t s  

c o n s e q u e n c e s .  Then,  h a v i n g  s e e n  t he  i m p o r t  o f  t he  j u d g m e n t  

c a l l e d  f o r  by Ada m' s  s i n ,  we w i l l  c o n c l u d e  o u r  s t u d y  of t h e  

m a j o r i t y  p o s i t i o n  n a r r a t i v e s  w i t h  an i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  

e f f e c t s  o f  d i v i n e  m e r c y  on  the  p o s t - f a l l  s i t u a t i o n ,  in 

p a r t i c u l a r  a s k i n g  how the  p a r a d i g m  of d i v i n e  r e c i p r o c i t y  has  

b e e n  a f f e c t e d  by t h e  f a l l .  For s u c h  a n  i n q u i r y  t o  be 

e f f e c t i v e ,  h o w e v e r ,  we w i l l  have  t o  move  b e y o n d  t h e  f a l l  

n a r r a t i v e s  to some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  b r o a d e r  Q u r a n i c  v i e w
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o f  man ( a n d  w h a t  i s  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  s e c o n d  Q u r a n i c  

p i c t u r e  o f  man,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ) .

Wi t h  r e g a r d  t o  t he  q u e s t i o n  of  Ada m' s  and h i s  w i f e ' s  

p u n i s h m e n t ,  t h e n ,  t h e  most  i mme d i a t e  e f f e c t  o f  t h e i r  c h a n g e  

o f  a l l e g i a n c e  was t w o - f o l d .  E x t e r n a l l y ,  t h e r e  was t he  

p u b l i c  d i s g r a c e  of  t h e i r  n a k e d n e s s  a n d ,  i n t e r n a l l y ,  a new 

s e n s e  o f  s p i r i t u a l  l o s t n e s s .  To b e g i n ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  t o  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  Adam a n d  h i s  w i f e ' s  s e n s e  o f  shame o v e r  t h e i r  

n a k e d n e s s  ( 7 : 2 2 , 27 ; 2 0 : 1 2 1 )  i s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  i n d i c a t i v e  of

a l o s s  o f  p r i m a l  " i n n o c e n c e . "  I t  i nvo 1 v e d - - n o t  t h e

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  of  m a n ' s  o r i g i n a l  and p r o p e r  

n a k e d n e s s  ( i . e .  i t s  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  wi t h  s i n  a n d  i t s  

b y p r o d u c t s ,  g u i l t  and  shame and t h e  s e l f w a r d  w a r p i n g  of t h e  

m i n d ) ,  a s  i s  B i b l i c a l l y  t h e  c a s e - - b u t ,  r a t h e r ,  t he  p h y s i c a l  

d i s r o b i n g  of o n e  whom God h a d ,  f r o m  t h e  f i r s t ,  c l o t h e d , 1 3 * 

The p o i n t ,  t h e n ,  i s  t h a t  o f  a l o s s  of  p u b l i c  h o n o u r

( a c c o m p a n i e d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  by a g r e a t  s e n s e  o f  s h a m e ) .  Ha v i n g

f i r s t  b e e n  e x a l t e d  by God t o  a p o s i t i o n  of  h o n o u r  s h a r e d  b y

1 3 * Be i n g  t he  c h r o n o l o g i c a l l y  l a t e r  o f  t h e  two s u r a s  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h i s ,  s u r a  7 s p e a k s  o f  Adam and h i s  w i f e ' s  l o s s  
of  t h e i r  " g a r m e n t s "  ( v .  27) a t  t h e  p r e c i s e  moment  o f  t h e i r  
e a t i n g  t h e  f o r b i d d e n  f r u i t  ( v .  2 2 ) — a l t h o u g h  i t  has  no 
s u g g e s t i o n  as t o  t he  r e a l  c o n n e c t i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  two e v e n t s .  
S u r a  7 a l s o  a p p e a r s  t o  e q u a t e  t h e i r  shame w i t h  t h e  s t a t e  o f  
human n a k e d n e s s  i t s e l f ,  f o r  i t  was  t h e i r  " s h a me "  ( i . e .  
n a k e d n e s s )  wh i c h  was e i t h e r  r e v e a l e d  t o  t hem o r  c o n c e a l e d  
( v v .  20- 2  1 , 2 6 - 2 7 ) .  N o t h i n g  in t h e  s u r a  20 p a s s a g e  
c o n f l i c t s  wi t h  t h i s ;  r a t h e r ,  s u r a  7 r e p r e s e n t s  i t s  n a t u r a l  
d e v e l o p m e n t  w i t h i n  a s p e c i f i c  ( a n d  r e l a t e d )  c o n t e x t u a l  
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  t h a t  of  t h e  p r o p r i e t y  of  m o d e s t  d r e s s  i n  p u b l i c  
w o r s h i p  ( v v .  2 6 - 3 4 ) .  The e a r l i e r  a c c o u n t  d o e s ,  s e e m i n g l y ,  
a l l u d e  t o  ma n ' s  b e i n g  c l o t h e d  p r i o r  to h i s  s i n n i n g ,  b u t  s u c h  
a l l u s i o n  i s  i n t h e  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  a b u n d a n c e  o f  G o d ' s  
p r o v i s i o n  f o r  h i m  ( 2 0 : 1 1 8 - 1 9 ) ,  a n d  not  o f  t h e  shame t o  w h i c h  
h i s  f o l l y  c o n s i g n e d  h i m ( 2 0 : 1 2 1 ) .
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none  of  t h e  o t h e r  c r e a t e d  o r d e r s ,  man ( b y  h i s  d i s o b e d i e n c e )  

u n w i t t i n g l y  h u m i l i a t e s  and d e g r a d e s  h i m s e l f .  (And i t  i s  

f a i r  t o s u p p o s e  t h a t  h i s  d i s h o n o u r  he r e  i s  t o be u n d e r s t o o d  

as w i t n e s s e d  by a l l  t h o s e  b e f o r e  whom h e  had f o r m e r l y  been 

h o n o u r e d . ) 1 3s

Wh i l e  t h e r e  i s  no m e n t i o n  o f  Adam and h i s  w i f e ' s  

a t t e m p t i n g  t o  h i d e  f r om God ( a s  o c c u r s  i n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  

a c c o u n t ) ,  i t  i s  e v i d e n t  f rom Adam' s  a p p e a l  f o r  d i v i n e  

f o r g i v e n e s s  and f a v o u r  t h a t  t h e i r  shame was c o u p l e d  w i t h  a 

s e n s e  of mo r a l  d e f i l e m e n t  a n d ,  h e n c e ,  a l s o  of  s p i r i t u a l  

l o s t n e s s  ( 7 : 2 3 ;  c f .  20 :  1 23 - 24  ) .  136 And,  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  in

l 3 5 The Q u r a n i c  r e a d i n g  of  ( p u b l i c )  n a k e d n e s s ,  a s  
b e i n g  e s s e n t i a l l y  s h a m e f u l ,  i s  p l a i n l y  c o n s o n a n t  w i t h  t he  
S e m i t i c  r e a d i n g  o f  i t ;  w h e r e a s ,  r e m a r k a b l y  e n o u g h ,  t h e  
G e n e s i s  a c c o u n t ' s  a p p r o a c h  t o  ma n ' s  p r e - f a l l e n  n a k e d n e s s ,  a s  
i n d i c a t i v e  o f  b o t h  h i s  c o m p l e t e n e s s  or  p e r f e c t i o n  ( a s  
c r e a t e d  by God; c f .  Gen.  1 : 3 1 )  and h i s  p r i m a l  i n n o c e n c e  
( u n p o l l u t e d n e s s  o f  mind and h e a r t ;  Gen.  2 : 2 5 ) ,  must  be  
v i e w e d  as r e p r e s e n t i n g  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a r e i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of 
s t a n d a r d  S e m i t i c  t h i n k i n g  h e r e .

Al t h o u g h  we a r e  not  t o l d  in what  i t  c o n s i s t e d ,  we a r e  
i n f o r m e d  o f  S a t a n ' s  ( s e l f - ) d e g r a d a t i o n ,  m  c o n n e c t i o n  wi t h  
h i s  r e b e l l i o n  and b a n i s h m e n t ;  and t h e  v e r s e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  
t h i s  ( 7 : 1 8 )  p r e f a c e s  t h e  a m p l i f i e d  a c c o u n t  of  t h e  u n c o v e r i n g  
of  Adam and h i s  w i f e ,  g i v e n  i n  s u r a  7 ( s e e  n,  134 a b o v e ) ,  m  
whi ch  c o n s i d e r a b l e  e mp h a s i s  i s  g i v e n  to t h e  d e g r a d a t i o n  
i n v o l v e d  i n  t h a t  e v e n t .

l 3 6 B i b l i c a l  l y , ma n ' s  d e s i r e  t o  h i d e  f rom God r e l a t e d  
no t  t o  any c h a n g e  i n  h i s  o u t e r  a p p e a r a n c e ,  bu t  o n l y  t o  h i s  
new s e n s e  o f  shame o v e r  h i s  n e ' - ' d n e s s ,  c l e a r l y  r e l a t e d  to 
h i s  new s e n s e  of  mo r a l  d e f i l e m e n t  a n d  t h e  d a r k e n i n g  o f  h i s  
mind ( i . e .  h i s  i n a b i l i t y  to s e e  and be s e e n  as  b e f o r e ,  
w i t h o u t  m o r a l l y  c o n t a m i n a t e d  t h o u g h t s  and d e s i r e s ) .  Bot h  
e f f e c t s ,  t h e n ,  a r e  p r o p e r l y  u n d e r s t o o d  a s  b e i n g  i n t e r i o r  to 
man.  A l e r t i n g  Adam and Eve t o  t h e i r  r e a l  e s t r a n g e m e n t  from 
God ( a s  to t h e  g u i l t  a n d  d e g r a d a t i o n  of t h e i r  new 
c o n d i t i o n ) ,  t h e i r  new k n o w l e d g e  i n s t i l l e d  i n  t hem a c r i n g i n g  
f e a r  o f  t h e  God whose  h o l i n e s s  had f o r m e r l y  b e e n  t h e i r  
d e l i g h t  ( Ge n .  3 : 7 - 1 1 ) .

The Q u r a n i c  a c c o u n t s ,  on  t he  o t h e r  h a n d ,  do n o t  p r obe  
b e n e a t h  t he  shame of  p u b l i c  n a k e d n e s s  p e r  s e  f o r  any s m -
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t he  B i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t ,  s uch  a s e n s e  o f  l o s t n e s s  must  be 

v i e we d  as i n c l u d i n g  a c r i n g i n g ,  s e r v i l e  f e a r  b e f o r e  God 

( t h a t  i s ,  s e r v i l e  i n  t h e  n e g a t i v e  s e n s e  o f  t he  t e r m ) ,  f e a r  

of  an  a l t o g e t h e r  d i f f e r e n t  s o r t  t h a n  t h a t  r e v e r e n t i a l  f e a r  

and awe wh i c h  t h e i r  f i r s t  f a i t h  i n v o l v e d  f o r  t hem.  They had 

p r e v i o u s l y  c o mmi t t e d  t h e m s e l v e s  to be  f a i t h f u l  t o  t h e i r  

m u n i f i c e n t  Lor d ;  i n  d i s r e g a r d i n g  t h e  c o v e n a n t ,  t hey  

compr omi sed  t h a t  s i m p l i c i t y  o f  h e a r t  whi ch had i n h e r e d  in 

t h e i r  s i n g l e - m i n d e d  d e v o t i o n  t o  him.  I n t e r n a l l y ,  t h e n ,  

man ' s  s i n  s p e l l e d  h i s  i mme d i a t e  a l i e n a t i o n  bo t h  from h i s  God 

and f r o m h i m s e l f .  And t h i s  p o i n t s  t o  h i s  new need  of 

c o r r e c t i v e  g u i d a n c e  ( 2 : 3 7 - 3 8 ;  2 0 : 1 2 2 ;  c f .  7 : 2 3 ) ,  as  v i t a l  t o 

h i s  r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  d i v i n e  " f r i e n d s h i p "  ( i . e .  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  

of  d i v i n e  f a v o u r  and  b l e s s i n g ) .

I t  i s ,  howe ve r ,  i m p o r t a n t  to n o t e  t h a t ,  wh i l e  Go d ' s  

e x t e n s i o n  o f  bot h  f o r g i v e n e s s  and  g u i d a n c e  to h i s  r e b e l l i o u s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  on e a r t h  ( i n  t h e  " wor ds "  he  gave  t o Adam) i s  

t o be v i ewed  as  i n i t i a l l y  r e s t o r i n g  them t o  t h e  " f r i e n d s h i p "  

of  God,  i t  i s  not  t o  be t h o u g h t  of  a s  a l t o g e t h e r  u n d o i n g  the 

f a t a l  c o n s e q u e n c e s  of  t h e i r  d i s o b e d i e n c e  ( 2 : 3 7 ) .  R a t h e r ,  

h a v i n g  a c t e d  w i l l f u l l y ,  Adam and  h i s  wi f e  a r e  t r e a t e d  a s  

r e s p o n s i b l e  a d u l t s ,  as  i t  we r e ,  i n  G o d ' s  j u s t  ( i f ,  

m e r c i f u l l y ,  o n l y  p a r t i a l )  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  t he  p e n a l t y  

i n c u r r e d  by t h e i r  s i n .  F u r t h e r ,  on a t  l e a s t  two c o u n t s ,  i t  

i s  e v i d e n t  t h a t  by t h a t  g r o s s  show o f  c o n t empt  f o r  God which

C
r e l a t e d  c a u s e ;  r a t h e r ,  t h e y  may onl y  be s a i d  t o  vi ew t h e  
a c t i o n  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  s uch  n a k e d n e s s  ( and  shame)  a s ,  i n  t u r n ,  
t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  a s i n f u l  d i s r e g a r d  f o r  t he  g o o d n e s s  of  Go d ' s  
p r o v i s i o n s  ( wh i c h  i s  to s a y ,  i n g r a t i t u d e ) .
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t h e i r  s i n  c o n s t i t u t e d  t h e  g r o u n d  r u l e s  of  t h e i r  " f r i e n d s h i p "  

w i t h  h i m i n  s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y  h a v e  b e e n  p e r m a n e n t l y  

a l t e r e d .

F i r s t ,  be yo n d  t h e  i m m e d i a t e  s p i r i t u a l  and

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  a l i e n a t i o n  a l r e a d y  n o t e d ,  t h e y  were  i n f o r m e d

o f  a new s o c i a l  a l i e n a t i o n :  t h e i r  i n t e r p e r s o n a l

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  t o b e  m a r r e d  by an

e l e m e n t  o f  m u t u a l  h o s t i l i t y  and c o n f l i c t  ( 2 : 3 6 ;  7 : 2 4 ;

2 0 : 1 2 3 ) .  D o u b t l e s s ,  t h i s  was t h e  d i r e c t  c o n s e q u e n c e  of

t h e i r  p r i m a r y  s p i r i t u a l  l o s t n e s s  and s e l f - a l i e n a t i o n :

h a v i n g  c o mp r o mi s e d  t h e i r  e s s e n t i a l  o n e n e s s  w i t h  God and w i t h

t h e m s e l v e s ,  i t  was i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  t h e y  had a l s o  f o r f e i t e d

t h e i r  " c o mmu n a l "  o n e n e s s .  "Get  [ you  p i . ]  down,  e a c h  an

enemy t o  t he  o t h e r "  ( I h b i t u  baGdukum l i - b a Gd i n  Gaduw)  m  * • • •

2 : 3 6  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s u c h  c o n f l i c t  a l s o  e n c o m p a s s e s  t h e  n o t i o n  

o f  S a t a n ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  h i s  g r e a t  c a m p a i g n  of  ambush  and 

p e r v e r s i o n  ( e . g .  7 : 1 6 - 1 7 ) . 137 The  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t  o f  S a t a n ' s  

i n c l u s i o n  h e r e  w i l l  become a p p a r e n t  l a t e r ,  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  

w i t h  t h e  g e n e r i c  e f f e c t s  o f  t he  f a l l ;  s u f f i c e  i t  h e r e  t o  say  

t h a t ,  w h e t h e r  u t t e r e d  i n  Mecca  o r  Medi na  ( Y a t h r i b ) ,  such  

wo r d s  m u s t  h a v e  had g r e a t  c o n t e x t u a l  i m p o r t ,  s i n c e  bo t h  

c i t i e s  w e r e  f o r  c o n s i d e r a b l e  s t r e t c h e s  o f  t i m e  b i t t e r l y  

d i v i d e d  o v e r  t h e  v a l i d i t y  and a u t h o r i t y  of  Muhammad' s  

r e v e l a t i o n s .

1 3 7 L i k e w i s e ,  t h e r e  may be g r o u n d s  f o r  t a k i n g  the 
4^ j a m i Gan o f  20 : 1 23 t o  r e f e r  t o  mank i nd  ( i n  Adam) and t he  j i n n

( a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  by S a t a n ) .
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Even s u b s e q u e n t  t o  t h e i r  r e p e n t a n c e ,  Adam a n d  h i s  

w i f e  a r e  to be  v i e we d  a s  s t a n d i n g  in a  p o s i t i o n  o f  a ba n d o n e d  

i n f i d e l i t y .  Su c h  a p o s i t i o n  was  d o u b t l e s s  o n e  of  m a n i f e s t  

w e a k n e s s - - w e a k n e s s , b o t h  w i t h i n  ( m  t e r m s  o f  t he  l o s s  of  

t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  and p s y c h o l o g i c a l  i n t e g r i t y )  and w i t h o u t  ( i n  

t e r  ms o f  t h e i r  l o s s  of  t h e  r e a l  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  any s o r t  o f  

t h o r o u g h g o i n g  s o c i e t a l  s o l i d a r i t y ) .  And i t  i s  f r om j u s t  

s u c h  a p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e y  mus t  now d e t e r m i n d e d l y  s e t  

t h e m s e l v e s  i n o p p o s i t i o n  t o  a l l  S a t a n ' s  h o s t i l e  f o r c e  i n  t h e  

now e s c a l a t i n g  war  o f  e v i l  a g a i n s t  g o o d .  S o ,  i t  i s  not  j u s t  

t h a t  t h e i r  f a i l u r e  m  t h e  p r o b a t i o n a r y  e x a m i n a t i o n  has  made 

p r o b a t i o n  a p e r m a n e n t  s t a t e  of  a f f a i r s  f o r  t h e m .  F a r  b e y o n d  

t h a t ,  t h e  g r o u n d  r u l e s  of  t h e  e x a m i n a t i o n  h a v e  b e en  m o d i f i e d  

v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t l y .  The i d e a l  c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  wh i c h  t h e y  

we r e  f i r s t  t e s t e d  a r e  p l a i n l y  b o t h  gone and ( t e m p o r a l l y )  

i r r e t r i e v a b l e .

T h i s  p o i n t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  d r a m a t i c a l l y  u n d e r s c o r e d  m  

Adam' s  a n d  h i s  w i f e ' s  a l i e n a t i o n ,  f i n a l l y ,  f r o m  t h e i r  

v i c e r e g a l  G a r d e n - h o m e ,  s y m b o l i c  o f  the e a s e  o f  a l l  Go d ' s  

s p e c i a l  f a v o u r  t o w a r d  them ( 2 : 3 6 ;  20:1 1 7 , 123 ) .  Q u i t e  

n a t u r a l l y ,  s u c h  a l o s s  i s  s p o k e n  o f  i n t e r ms  o f  downward 

movement  ( 2 : 3 6 - 3 8 ;  7 : 2 2 , 2 4 - 2 5  ; 20 : 1 17,1 23 ):  b a r r e d  from t h e

h e i g h t s 1 3 ® of  e a r t h ' s  Ga r d e n  e s t a t e ,  t h e y  a r e  s t i l l  t o  l i v e

1 3 ®The n o t i o n  o f  t h e  " s u b l i m e "  i s  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y  
j o i n e d  t o  t h a t  o f  a l t i t u d e  o r  h e i g h t  i n  t he  Q u r a n i c  word 
ca l a ,  u s e d  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  G a r d e n s  of  Eden  o f  t he  
a f t e r l i f e  i n  6 9 : 2 2  a n d  8 8 : 1 0 ,  T h i s  c o mp a r e s  w i t h  t h e  
B i b l i c a l  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  p r i m e v a l  g a r d e n  w i t h  t he  
' „iOunt" o f  God ( E z e k .  2 8 : 1 3 - 1 6 ) .
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o i n  t h e  e a r t h ,  o n l y  now u n d e r  much l e s s  p r o s p e r o u s  

c i r c u m s t a n c e s  ( 2 0 : 1 1 7 - 1 9 , 1 2 3  ; c f .  2 : 3 5 ) .  Th i s  e x p u l s i o n  

t i e s  i n w i t h  t h e  e f f e c t  of ma n ' s  d i s r o b i n g ,  f ^ r  a g a i n  h e r e  

p u b l i c  h u m i l i a t i o n  i s  i n t e g r a l ;  a n d ,  j u s t  as m a n ' s  l o s s  o f  

h i s  r e s p l e n d e n t  i n a u g u r a l  ( i . e .  v i c e r e g a l )  a t t i r e  was  to be  

r e p l a c e d  w i t h  p a l t r y  l e a f  g a r m e n t s  o f  h i s  own ma k i n g ,  so 

a l s o  h i s  g l o r i o u s  p a r a d i s a l  home wa s  l o s t  to w h a t e v e r  h o v e l  

he mi gh t  i n i t i a l l y  e r e c t  or  f i n d  f o r  h i m s e l f .

The e v i c t i o n  o f  Adam and h i s  wi f e  s h o u l d  n o t ,  

howe v e r ,  b e  t a k e n  to mean t h a t  t h e i r  c o n t i n u i n g  t e n u r e  on 

e a r t h  i s  t o  be a l t o g e t h e r  m i s e r a b l e ,  f o r  t h e i r  t e m p o r a l  

l i v e l i h o o d  t h * r e  i s  a n t i c i p a t e d  ( 2 : 3 6 ;  7 : 2 4 ) .  But  s u c h  

f u l f i l m e n t  i s  v i e we d  a s  a l wa y s  bounded  by human m o r t a l i t y ,  

f i r s t  me n t i o n e d  h e r e ,  a n d  t h e  s t e r n  p r o s p e c t  o f  t he  Gr e a t  

Judgment  ( 7 : 2 5 ) . l 3 a  P r o s p e r i t y  d o e s  a p p e a r  t o  be p r omi s e d  

to t h e  r i g h t e o u s  m  t h i s  l i f e  ( i . e .  not  r e s e r v e d  e x c l u s i v e l y  

f o r  t h e  a f t e r l i f e ;  20 : 1 23;  c f .  2 : 3 8 ) . 1AO But a s  such  i t  

mus t  be u n d e r s t o o d  as me a n i n g  p r o s p e r i t y  a m i d s t  t he  many 

h a r d s h i p s  a n d  s o r r o w s  o f  a t h o r o u g h g o i n g  a l i e n a t i o n ,  

i n c l u s i v e  o f  a p e r m a n e n t  e x i l e  f rom t h e i r  i n t e n d e d  home,

l 3 * 0 f  c o u r s e ,  p r i o r  t o  t he  f a l l ,  f u t u r e  j u d g me n t  was 
on l y  a h y p o t h e t i c a l  r e a l i t y .

lAOT h e  p r o m i s e  t o  b e l i e v e r s  i n  2 : 3 8 ,  "no f e a r  s h a l l  
be o n  t hem,  n e i t h e r  s h a l l  t h e y  s o r r o w , "  i s  s e t  o v e r  a g a i n s t  
t he  t h r e a t  o f  t he  F i r e  ( v .  3 9 ) ;  h e n c e ,  i t s  p r i m a r y  r e f e r e n c e  
must  be t o  t h e  a f t e r l i f e ,  and i t  i s  a l w a y s  i n c o n n e c t i o n  
w i t h  t h e  a f t e r l i f e  t h a t  t h i s  p r o m i s e  i s  i s s u e d  e l s e w h e r e  ( l a  
k h a wf u n  ca l a y h i m  w a - l a  hum yaj j zanun  o c c u r s  e l e v e n  o t h e r  
t i m e s ;  e . g .  2 : 6 2 ;  7 : 3 5 ;  4 6 : 1 3 ) .  The b r o a d e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  
t he  b e l i e v e r s '  p r o m i s e d  p r o s p e r i t y  i n  20:1 23 i s  e v i d e n t  in 
t h a t  i t s  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  p r o m i s e d  to t h e  u n b e l i e v e r s  i n v .  124,  
r e l a t e s  c l e a r l y  t o  bo t h  t h i s  l i f e  a n d  the a f t e r l i f e .
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( U n d o u b t e d l y ,  t h e  t o t a l  i n h o s p i t a b l e n e s s  o f  t h e  Meccan 

c l i m a t e  a n d  p h y s i c a l  l a n d s c a p e —w h e t h e r  f o r  u n b e l i e v e r s  o r  

be 1 i e v e r s - - s e t  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  t h e  Ga r den  in 

t he  s h a r p e s t  of r e l i e f ,  in t h e  mi nds  of t h e i r  f i r s t  

h e a r e r s . )

T h i s  b r i n g s  us t o  t h e  i s s u e  o f  t h e  s c o p e  of  s i n ' s  

e f f e c t s ,  o n e  of c a p i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  f rom a c o m p a r a t i v e  p o i n t  

of  v i e w .  I f  the d i v i n e  j udgme nt s  c o n s i d e r e d  a b o v e  r e p r e s e n t  

what  came t o  Adam and h i s  w i f e  f o r  t h e i r  s i n ,  how a r e  t h o s e  

j u d g me n t s  r e l a t e d  to t h e i r  o f f s p r i n g ?  More s p e c i f i c a l l y ,  

does  t he  Q u r ' a n  a l l o w  f o r  a n y t h i n g  a p p r o a c h i n g  t h e  B i b l i c a l  

d o c t r i n e  o f  o r i g i n a l  s i n ?  I n  what  f o l l o w s ,  we w i l l  a t t e m p t  

to d e m o n s t r a t e  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  Q u r a n i c  s u p p o r t  

f o r  t h e  p o s i t i o n  t h a t  t h e  e f f e c t s  o f  Adam' s  s i n  were 

g e n e r i c .

As i d e  from the p u b l i c  d e g r a d a t i o n  i n v o l v e d  i n h i s  

n a k e d n e s s ,  we ha ve  s e e n  t h r e e  b a s i c  e f f e c t s  of  Adam' s  f a l l ,  

Q u r a n i c a l l y  p e r c e i v e d .  These  r e p r e s e n t  t h r e e  d i m e n s i o n s  of  

human l o s t n e s s  or  a l i e n a t i o n :  f i r s t ,  s p i r i t u a l  and

p s y c h o l o g i c a l  ( Adam' s  a l i e n a t i o n  f r o m  God and f r o m h i m s e l f ) ,  

s e c o n d ,  s o c i a l  ( h i s  a l i e n a t i o n  from h i s  w i f e ,  a s  

r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  f e l l o w  man g e n e r a l l y ,  a n d  f r om S a t a n ,  h i s  

s u p p o s e d  p a r t n e r  a n d  " f r i e n d " )  and,  t h i r d ,  e n v i r o n m e n t a l  

( h i s  s e p a r a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  G a r d e n ,  s i g n i f y i n g  f u l l  a c c e s s  to 

t he  b o u n t y  o f  G o d ' s  c r e a t i o n ) .  We w i l l  o p e n  o u r  c a s e  he r e  

by c o n s i d e r i n g  how the r a c e  c o mp a r e s  wi t h  Adam r e l a t i v e  to 

each  o f  t h e s e .
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F i r s t ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  a t t e s t s  t o  t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  of  s i n  

a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  to t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  o f  m a n ' s  c r i t i c a l  need  

o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  and s a l v i f i c  g u i d a n c e .  And,  o f  c o u r s e ,  

n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  b e l i e v e r s  a r e  e x e mp t  h e r e  

( 1 : 6 ;  3 : 1 6 ;  2 9 : 6 9 ;  4 3 : 1 - 2 ;  5 7 : 2 0 - 2 1 ;  6 7 : 1 2 ) ,  a  p o i n t  wh i c h  

w i l l  be o f  some s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  t o f o l l o w .  

Man i s  r e p e a t e d l y  s hown  t o  be p r e d i s p o s e d  to u n b e l i e f  and  

r e b e l l i o n .  He i s  s a i d  to be  u n g r a t e f u l ,  s e l f i s h  a n d  s e l f -  

s e e k i n g ,  v a i n ,  c o n c e i t e d ,  d e c e i t f u l ,  i m p a t i e n t  and " h a s t y , "  

o r  a r r o g a n t  and  s p i r i t u a l l y  i r r e s p o n s i b l e  ( 7 : 1 0 ;  1 7 : 1 0 0 ;  

7 0 : 1 9 - 2 1 ;  8 9 : 1 5 - 2 0 ;  9 6 : 6 - 1 6 ;  1 0 0 : 6 - 8 ) .

D o u b t l e s s ,  i t  i s  t h i s  d e p r a v i t y  i n  man wh i c h  i s  

p r o d u c t i v e  of  t h e  t r a g i c  mo n o t o n y  of  h i s t o r y ,  Q u r a n i c a l l y  

v i e w e d .  With o n e  g e n e r a t i o n ' s  s u c c e s s i o n  to a n o t h e r ,  

h i s t o r y  i s  t h e  s t o r y  o f  w i d e s p r e a d  r e l i g i o u s  i n d i f f e r e n c e  

a n d  i d o l a t r y  c a l l i n g  r e p e a t e d l y  f o r  a new p r o p h e t i c  

i n i t i a t i v e .  S u c h  d i v i n e  i n i t i a t i v e s  a r e  t h e n  f o l l o w e d  by 

t h e  o f t e n  v i r t u a l l y  u n a n i m o u s  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p h e t .  The 

p r o c e s s  i n v a r i a b l y  e n d s  i n  h a r d e n e d  u n b e l i e f ' s  i n e v i t a b l e  

c o n s e q u e n c e ,  t r a g i c  doom.  And,  e v e n  t h e n ,  s u c h  j u d g me n t  i s  

a l m o s t  u n i v e r s a l l y  u n h e e d e d  by n e i g h b o u r i n g  c i t i e s  and  

s u b s e q u e n t  g e n e r a t i o n s ,  so t h a t  t h e r e  may be a l m o s t  no t i m e  

i n t e r v a l  b e t w e e n  t he  e n d  o f  one d i s m a l  c y c l e  a n d  t h e  s t a r t  

o f  t h e  n e x t  ( e . g .  2 2 : 4 2 - 4 8 ;  2 8 : 5 8 - 5 9 ;  5 0 : 1 2 - 1 4 ;  5 3 : 5 0 - 5 4 ;  

6 9 : 4 - 1 2 ;  9 1 : 1 1 - 1 4 ) .  S u c h  m o n o t o n y  as  t h i s  a t t e s t s  p l a i n l y  

t o t h e  g e n e r i c  e f f e c t  o f  t h e  f u l l  r a n g e  o f  Ad a m' s  a l i e n a t i o n  

f r o m  God and f r o m  h i m s e l f .

R eproduced  with perm ission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without perm ission.



www.manaraa.com

97

The o n l y  r e a l  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h i s  c o n c l u s i o n  i s  t h a t  

h i s t o r y ' s  mo n o t o n y  e v i d e n c e s  s o m e t h i n g — some l i m i t a t i o n  or  

f l a w - - i n h e r e n t  i n  man f r om t h e  f i r s t . JA1 T h i s ,  i t  i s  

t h o u g h t ,  a l l o w s  f o r  m a n ' s  somehow b e i n g  ' e s s e n t i a l l y '  good ,  

d e s p i t e  h i s  c h r o n i c  i n d u l g e n c e  i n  e v i l  and i d o l a t r y .  But  

t h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  b a s i c  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  t h i s  s o r t  o f  a p p r o a c h .  

F i r s t l y ,  as  we have  s e e n ,  beyond  t h e  h i g h l y  p r o b l e m a t i c  

" m i n o r i t y  p o s i t i o n "  o n  p r i m o r d i a l  man,  t h e r e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  no 

t e x t u a l  s u p p o r t  f o r  s u c h  a p o s t u l a t e ,  Q u r a n i c a l l y . 1* 2 

S e c o n d l y ,  by r e m o v i n g  t h e  s o u r c e  o f  m a n ' s  e t h i c a l  

d e f i c i e n c i e s  t o  t h e  s p h e r e  of  h i s  d e s i g n  m  c r e a t i o n ,  i t  i s  

God as C r e a t o r  who i s  u n i n t e n t i o n a l l y  i m p u g n e d .

F i n a l l y ,  s u c h  an a p p r o a c h  c an  h a r d l y  be  s a i d  

s e r i o u s l y  t o  r e c k o n  w i t h  t h e  u r g e n t  q u e s t i o n  v o i c e d  m  

8 2 : 6 - 8 :

0 Man! What  d e c e i v e d  you c o n c e r n i n g  y o u r  g e n e r o u s  
L o r d ,  who c r e a t e d  you and s h a p e d  you  and f a s h i o n e d  
you m  p r o p e r  p r o p o r t i o n  and c o n s t i t u t e d  you 
a c c o r d i n g  t o  h i s  i n t e n d e d  d e s i g n ?

I f  man h a d  o r i g i n a l l y  b e e n  c r e a t e d  p r o n e  t o  s u c h  s i n f u l

f a i l u r e ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  wou l d  be r e d u c e d  t o  d i v i n e  m o c k e r y .

R a t h e r ,  s i n c e  Adam wa s  c r e a t e d  p e r f e c t l y  and l a c k e d  n o t h i n g ,

t h e  f a u l t  f o r  h i s  s i n  was e n t i r e l y  h i s .  And o f  c o u r s e  t h i s

q u e s t i o n  i s  n o t  a u n i q u e  c a s e ;  t h e r e  a r e  n u me r o u s  o t h e r

1 Al T h i s  s o r t  o f  v i e w i s  e s p o u s e d  by n o n - m y s t i c a l  
S u n n i s ,  b o t h  t r a d i t i o n a l  a n d  m o d e r n i s t .

1A20f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  f i t r a , b e l i e f  m  ma n ' s  
e s s e n t i a l  g o o d n e s s  a t  b i r t h  ( a t t r i b u t i n g  m a n ' s  e v i l  t o 
e n v i r o n m e n t a l - - s p e c i f i c a l l y , p a r e n t a l - - i n f l u e n c e s ) i s  
f o u n d e d  on a h a d l t h ,  n o t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  o c c u r r e n c e  of  t h e  t e r m ;  
s e e  El * ,  s . v .  " F i t r a , "  by D. B. Ma c Dona l d .

L*
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d i v i n e  q u e r i e s  l i k e  i t ,  one s  whi ch  demand an e x p l a n a t i o n  

f o r  s i n  and u n b e l i e f  f r o m r e s p o n s i b l e  man.

U s u a l l y  t h e  r e a s o n i n g  back of  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t

i t  was  somehow i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  man s h o u l d  be i m p e r f e c t  by

d e s i g n ;  t h e  s c h o l a s t i c  m u t a k a l  l i mu n  o f t e n  v i e we d  c i e a t e d n e s s

as  n e c e s s a r i l y  i m p l y i n g  i m p e r f e c t i o n ,  w h e r e a s  S u n n i

m o d e r n i s t s  not  uncommonl y  make t h e  f l aw i n h e r e n t  in ma n ' s

f r e e  w i l l .  But  i t  doe s  not  l o g i c a l l y  f o l l o w  t h a t  f r ee dom of

w i l l  must  n e c e s s a r i l y  t r a n s l a t e  i n t o  a t  l e a s t  some

i n c o n s t a n c y ,  some e v i l  c h o i c e s  ( i n d e e d ,  s u c h  a w i l l  c a n

h a r d l y  be s a i d  t o  be f r e e ! ) .  As f o r  t h e  e q u a t i o n  of

c r e a t u r e h o o a - - o r  c r e a t e d n e s s  g e n e r a 11y - - w i t h  i m p e r f e c t i o n ,

of  c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  a b s o l u t e  s e n s e  o f  t he  t e r m p e r f e c t i o n  i s

a t t r i b u t a b l e  to God a l o n e .  I n  i t s  r e l a t i v e  s e n s e ,  h o we v e r ,

p e r f e c t i o n  must  b e l o n g  t o  a l l  of  Go d ' s  c r e a t e d  wor ks

( o t h e r w i s e ,  he wou l d  n o t  be a p e r f e c t  C r e a t o r ) .  And,  to be

s u r e ,  t he  p e r f e c t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  e n t i r e  c r e a t i o n  i s  t a u g h t

Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  p e r f e c t i o n  b o t h  m  t e r ms  of  t h e  o v e r a l l  p l a n

and s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t e r m s  of  ma n ' s  d e s i g n  ( 3 2 : 7 ;  5 4 : 4 9 ;

6 5 : 3 ,  8 2 : 7 ) .  Any a t t e m p t  t o e x p l a i n  t h e  b r o a d  r a n g e  o f

human d e p r a v i t y  m  t e r m s  of  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  c r e a t u r e l y

p e r f e c t i o n ,  t h e n ,  i s  b o t h  i m p r a c t i c a b l e  and  f a l s e .  R a t h e r ,

a s  9 5 : 4 - 5  s t a t e s ;

"We i n d e e d  c r e a t e d  Man i n  t he  f a i r e s t  s t a t u r e ;  
t h e n  we r e s t o r e d  h i m [ i . e .  i n  Adam' s  f a l l ]  t h e  
l o w e s t  of  t h e  low" ( A r b e r r y ;  i n t e r p o l a t i o n  m i n e ) .

Se c o n d ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  v i e w s  t h e  r a n c o u r  of  Ad a m' s  s o c i a l  

a l i e n a t i o n  a s  r e s i d e n t  m  t he  h e a r t s  of a l l  men — a g a i n ,
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b e l i e v e r s  i n c l u d e d  ( t o  be r e m e d i e d  onl y  upon a d m i t t a n c e  i n t o  

P a r a d i s e ;  7 : 43 ;  1 5 : 4 7 ;  c f .  5 9 : 1 0 ) .  He nce ,  t h e  p r o p h e c y  o f  

2 : 3 0  c o n c e r n i n g  ma n ' s  p o l l u t i o n  o f  the e a r t h  w i t h  b l o o d s h e d  

f i n d s  i t s  i n i t i a l  f u l f i l m e n t ,  not  i n  any deed o f  Adam 

h i m s e l f ,  b u t  r a t h e r  m  h i s  f i r s t b o r n  s o n ' s  m u r d e r  o f  h i s  

b r o t h e r  ( 5 : 2 7 - 3 1 ) .  And i t  i s  o n l y  i n c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t he  

u n i v e r s a l  s cope  o f  t h i s  p r i n c i p l e  o f  s o c i a l  h o s t i l i t y  t h a t  

t he  f u l l e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  of t h e  i n c l u s i o n  of  S a t a n ' s  

c o n t i n u i n g  h o s t i l i t y  h e r e  i s  to be s ee n :  f o r  t h e  l o s t  u n i t y

of t h e  r a c e  i s s u e s  in t h a t  d i a b o l i c a l  o p p o s i t i o n  of 

u n b e l i e v e r s  ( and h y p o c r i t e s )  a g a i n s t  t r u e  b e l i e v e r s  o f  whi ch  

p r o p h e t i c  h i s t o r y  can b e  s a i d  to c o n s i s t .  T h u s ,  t he  

c o n t i n u i n g  a t m o s p h e r e  of  S a t a n i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  be e n d u r e d  

by t h e  r a c e  s i g n i f i e s ,  most  i m p o r t a n t l y ,  a h u ma n i t y  r e n t  bv 

r e b e l l i o n  and u n b e l i e f .  And,  c l e a r l y ,  t h i s  s i t u a t i o n  i s  

v i e we d  as c o n t i n u i n g  u n t i l  t h e  Day of  J u d g m e n t .

F i n a l l y ,  i t  i s  u n a v o i d a b l e  t h a t  by  Ada m' s  a c t ,  t he 

e n t i r e  r a c e  e f f e c t i v e l y  f o r f e i t e d  t h e  l i b e r a l i t y  of t h e  

G a r d e n .  (And t h i s  i s  t r u e ,  r e g a r d l e s s  o f  i t s  l o c a t i o n  — 

t e r r e s t r i a l  or  o t h e r w i s e . )  F o r  i t  was n o t  j u s t  Adam and h i s  

w i f e ,  but  a l s o  t h e i r  p r o g e n y  wi t h  t hem,  who we r e  c o n s i g n e d  

to a l l  t he  b a r r e n n e s s  a n d  o t h e r  h a r d s h i p s  of  t h e  r e l a t i v e l y  

u n t e n d e d  e a r t h  b e y o n d  t h e  G a r d e n ' s  b o u n d a r i e s :  t h i s

p u n i s h m e n t  i s  u n d e n i a b l y  o u r s ,  no l e s s  t h a n  t h e i r s .  Made o f  

and f o r  t h e  e a r t h ,  man i s  g e n e r i c a l l y  d i s p o s s e s s e d  o f  h i s  

t r u e  home on  e a r t h  and ,  so ,  mu s t  u l t i m a t e l y  l o o k  f o r  h i s  

p l a c e  of  r e s t  and s e c u r i t y  b e y o n d  t h e  b o u n d s  of  h i s t o r y ,  i n

a    ■ -  ■ —  — —
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t h e  r e s t o r e d  Ga r d e n  of  t h e  a f t e r l i f e .  (And s u r e l y  t h e  

Q u r ' a n  l e a v e s  no d o u b t  t h a t  t h i s  s t a t e  o f  e x i l e  d e f i n e s  t he  

human s i t u a t i o n  f r o m  Adam to t h e  L a s t  D a y . )  At l e a s t  t o  

t h i s  d e g r e e ,  t h e n ,  i t  m u s t  be a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  i n  h i s  s i n  

Adam s t o o d - - n o t  m e r e l y  a s  a p r i v a t e  m d i v i d u a l - - b u t  r a t h e r  

a s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t h e  r a c e .

He r e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  i m p l i c i t  i s  made e x p l i c i t :  wha t

a p p e a r e d  to be  t h e  g e n e r i c  i m p o r t  o f  t h e  o t h e r  t wo  e f f e c t s  

o f  t h e  f a l l ,  i s  i n e v i t a b l y  so m  t e r m s  o f  t h e  f a c t  of  m a n ' s  

b a n i s h m e n t .  I t  i s  r e a s o n a b l e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e  two o t h e r  

m a j o r  e l e m e n t s  i n  Ad a m' s  p u n i s h m e n t - - e a c h  b e i n g  a n  

e s s e n t i a l l y  i n t e r n a l  e f f e c t  a n d ,  s o ,  n a t u r a l l y  l e s s  

d e m o n s t r a b l y  r e l a t e d  t o i t s  s o u r c e - - m a y  e q u a l l y  w e l l  h a v e  

come t o  us f r o m h i m .  And,  c e r t a i n l y ,  i t  i s  more m  k e e p i n g  

w i t h  Q u r a n i c  t e a c h i n g  on t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  God t h a t ,  s i n c e  the 

r a c e  i s  p u n i s h e d  ( b a n i s h e d ,  a t  t h e  v e r y  l e a s t )  f o r  Ad a m' s  

s i n ,  Adam i s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  r a c e  in h i s  

r e b e l l i o u s  c h o i c e .  F o r ,  o t h e r w i s e ,  God m  e f f e c t  p u n i s h e s  

A d a m ' s  d e s c e n d a n t s  f o r  a s m  t o  wh i c h  t h e y  a r e  e n t i r e l y  

u n r e l a t e d .

Al s o  s u p p o r t i n g  t h i s  p o s i t i o n  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Adam 

c l e a r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  r a c e  m  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  e a r t h ' s  

v i c e g e r e n c y  ( a n d  i n e v i t a b l y  a l s o  i n  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of  

c o v e n a n t  r e c i p r o c i t y  wh i c h  went  a l o n g  w i t h  i t ) . 143 S i n c e

1A3Even  i f  7 : 1 7 2  i s  t o  b e  r e a d  l i t e r a l l y ,  i t  may be 
t a k e n  s i m p l y  i n  t h e  s e n s e  o f  G o d ' s  d o u b l e - u n d e r s c o r i n g  o f  
t h e  r a c e ' s  p r e v i o u s l y  e s t a b l i s h e d  s e r v i t u d e  t o  h i m .  I n  t h a t  
t h e  r a c e  was t a k e n  f r o m t h e  l o i n s ,  n o t  of  Adam,  b u t  of  h i s  
c h i l d r e n ,  i t  p o s s i b l y  f o l l o w e d  C a i n ' s  m u r d e r  of  A b e l  ( H a b l l
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^  God h e r e  d e s i g n a t e d  one  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  r e p r e s e n t  a l l  i n

m a t t e r s  l a r g e l y  d e t e r m i n a t i v e  o f  t h e i r  c o l l e c t i v e  and 

i n d i v i d u a l  f u t u r e s ,  i t  c a n n o t  be s a i d  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  

a c t i o n  p e r  s e  i s  u n q u r a n i c .  I f  Adam r e p r e s e n t e d  t he  r a c e  m  

h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t a l  v i c e g e r e n c y ,  i t  s h o u l d  

h a r d l y  be t h o u g h t  u n l i k e l y  t h a t  he s i m i l a r l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  

r a c e  i n  i t s  v i o l a t i o n  a n d  a b u s e .  I f  h i s  p r i o r  s u b m i s s i o n  

( i n  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  of  t h e  c o v e n a n t a l  v i c e g e r e n c y )  u l t i m a t e l y  

b r o u g h t  b l e s s i n g  t o  t he  r a c e ,  i t  s h o u l d  n o t  be deemed 

u n q u r a n i c  t h a t  h i s  r e b e l l i o n  s h o u l d  s i m i l a r l y  a f f e c t  t h e  

r a c e ,  o n l y  n e g a t i v e l y .

C o n t r a r y  t o  n o n - m y s t i c a 1 S u n n i  b e l i e f ,  t h e r e  i s  

n o t h i n g  m  t h e  Q u r ' a n  w h i c h  m i l i t a t e s  a g a i n s t  t h i s  u n i q u e  

c a s e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  h e a d s h i p .  H y p o t h e t i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  

t h e  f u l l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  d i v i n e  j u d g m e n t  f o r  t h e i r  r e b e l l i o n  

would have  me a n t  t h e  end of  t h e  human r a c e  i n  t h e  i mme d i a t e  

c o n s i g n m e n t  o f  i t s  o n l y  me mbe r s ,  o r i g i n a l  man and  h i s  w i f e ,  

t o  t h e  f i r e s  of  H e l l .  Of  c o u r s e ,  d i v i n e  me r c y  i n t e r v e n e d .  

But  o u r  p o i n t  h e r e  i s  t h a t  h i s t o r y  a n d  p h y s i c a l  g e n e r a t i o n  

i n e v i t a b l y  i m p l y  a  c e r t a i n  me a s u r e  o f  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 1

Q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y ,  t h e n ,  a t  t h i s  p a r t i c u l a r  p o i n t  m

h i s t o r y  ( a s  a t  no o t h e r )  two p e r s o n s  c o n s t i t u t e d  t he  wh o l e

r a c e .  S i n c e  i t  i s  i m p o s s i b l e  t h a t  t h e y  we r e  not  i n  some

i n  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s )  a n d ,  s o ,  i s  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r m s  of  
an e m p h a t i c  d i v i n e  r e i t e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t  p r e v i o u s l y  
e s t a b l i s h e d  w i t h  t h e  r a c e  i n  Adam.

14ABy way o f  i l l u s t r a t i o n ,  t h e  a c t u a l  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n

C o f  u n b o r n  g e n e r a t i o n s  by t h e  p r e s e n t - d a y  c a r r i e r s  of  t h e i r  
g e n e s  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  b a s i c  to t h e  mo d e r n  s t u d y  o f  g e n e t i c s  
( n o t  t o  m e n t i o n  t h e  e n t i r e  e v o l u t i o n a r y  h y p o t h e s i s ) .
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s e n s e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  e n t i r e  human f a m i l y  t o  come f r om 

t h e m ,  i t  s h o u l d  not  b e  deemed u n t h i n k a b l e  t h a t  God s h o u l d  

s i n g u l a r l y  d e s i g n a t e  t h i s  a s  t h e  moment  of  r e v e l a t i o n  and  

d e s t i n y  f o r  m a n k i n d ,  t h a t  Adam' s  f a l l  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  moment  

i n  whi ch t h e  s t r e a m  o f  p e r s o n s  t o  i s s u e  f rom him was  

p o l l u t e d  a t  i t s  s o u r c e .  A f t e r  a l l ,  by d e f i n i t i o n  Adam i s  

p r i m o r d i a l  — t h a t  i s ,  a r c h e t y p i c a l — m a n . 1-45 A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t h e  

t w i n  e mp h a s e s  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  on t h e  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  o f  t he  

i n d i v i d u a l  f o r  h i s  own d o i n g s  and  on t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  God ( h i s  

r e q u i t i n g  t he  i n d i v i d u a l ,  a g a i n ,  o n l y  f o r  w h a t  he h a s  d o n e )  

r e m a i n  i n t a c t ;  f o r  t h e y  s p e c i f i c a l l y  r e l a t e  t o  t h e  p o s t - f a l l  

s i t u a t i o n . 1*6 Man ' s  ’ o r i g i n a l  s m '  i s  o f  a n o t h e r  o r d e r ,  

b e i n g - - n o t  w i t h i n — b u t  r a t h e r  a p a r t  o f  h i s t o r y ' s  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  f r a m e w o r k .

L i k e  t h e  B i b l i c a l  t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  f a l l ,  t h e n ,  t h e  

Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t  of  t h e  f a l l  makes  i t  a n  e v e n t  of

1 6 S And s u r e l y  i f ,  a s  n o n - m y s t i c a l  Mu s l i ms  i m p l y ,  t h e  
Q u r ' a n  s o u g h t  t o  o v e r t u r n  a n d  c o r r e c t  w h a t  t h e y  c o n s i d e r  t o  
be t he  g r o s s  m i s u s e  o f  t h e  f a l l  o n  t he  p a r t  o f  c e r t a i n  
B i b l i c a l  w r i t e r s  ( e s p e c i a l l y ,  P a u l ) ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  c o m p l e t e  
l a c k  of  a n y  e x p l i c i t  s t a t e m e n t  t o  t h a t  e f f e c t ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  
i t s  a c c e p t a n c e  o f  t h e  two p o i n t s  t r e a t e d  a b o v e ,  p o i n t s  t h e  
r e a d e r  i n  t h e  d i r e c t i o n  o f - - a n d  n o t  away f r o m - - t h e  B i b l i c a l  
p o s i t i o n .

1,46The o f t  r e p e a t e d  s t a t e m e n t  " n o  s o u l  l a d e n  b e a r s  
t h e  l oad o f  a n o t h e r "  ( e . g .  6 : 1 6 4  a n d  1 7 : 1 5  A r b e r r y )  t e l a t e s  
t o t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s a l v a t i o n  or  d a m n a t i o n  on t h e  L a s t  Day.  
H e n c e ,  w h i l e  ( Q u r a n i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g )  i t  may w e l l  e x c l u d e  a n y  
n o t i o n  o f  r e d e m p t i v e  m e d i a t i o n ,  i t  i s  c l e a r l y  n o t  i n  
o p p o s i t i o n  t o  Ad a m' s  h a v i n g  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  r a c e  m  h i s  s i n :  
no one i s  f i n a l l y  damned on  a c c o u n t  of  Ad a m' s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  
s i n  p e r  s e .  R a t h e r ,  i t  i s  t h e  p r o b a t i o n a r y  s i t u a t i o n  of  t h e  
r a c e  ( i n c l u s i v e  of  m a n ' s  i n t e r n a l  s t a t e )  wh i c h  i s  r a d i c a l l y  
a l t e r e d  by  Adam’ s b e t r a y a l  o f  h i s  L o r d ' s  t r u s t .
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s t r u c t u r a l - - a s  o p p o s e d  t o  a c c i d e n t a l — s i g n i f i c a n c e . 1* 7 

A d m i t t e d l y ,  t h e  P a u l i n e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h i s ,  m  t e r m s  of  

u n i v e r s a l  g u i l t  ( w h e r e b y  Adam i s  v i e w e d  a s  h a v i n g  i n c u r r e d  

g u i l t  u p o n  t h e  r a c e  a s  i t s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  h e a d )  and 

p o l l u t i o n ,  r e f e r r e d  t o  by L u t h e r  a s  t h e  " b o n d a g e  o f  t h e  

w i l l , "  i s  f a r  mo r e  e x p l i c i t ,  e x i s t i n g  n o t  by l o g i c a l  

i n f e r e n c e  o n l y ,  a s  i s  t h e  c a s e  i n  i t s  Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t .

T h i s  e x p l i c i t n e s s  n a t u r a l l y  r e s u l t s  i n  a  much s h a r p e r  f o c u s  

i n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n  (Rom.  5 - 8 ;  1 Co r .  1 5 : 2 1 - 2 2 ;  c f .

J e r .  1 7 : 9 ;  M a t t .  7 : 1 8 ;  Mark 7 : 2 0 - 2 3 ;  Rom.  3 : 9 - 1 8 ) .

A d m i t t e d l y  a l s o ,  t h e  Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t  o f  b o t h  g u i l t  and 

p o l l u t i o n  d i f f e r s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  f r o m  t h e  B i b l i c a l .  But  

c e r t a i n l y  b o t h  c o n c e p t s ,  g u i 1 t / i n n o c e n c e  and i n n e r  

p o l l u t i o n / p u r i t y , a r e  t o  be f o u n d  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  and  none o f  

t h e  d i f f e r e n c e s  r e l a t e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  t o  t h e  q u e s t i o n  o f  o u r  

Adami c  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n . 148

1* 7 0 f  c o u r s e ,  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e  i s  t r u e  o f  t h ^  
t h e o l o g i z i n g  of  n o n - m y s t i c a l  Mu s l i m s  on t h i s  p o i n t .  On 
t h i s ,  s e e  G.  E.  v o n  G r u n e b a u m ' s  " O b s e r v a t i o n s  o n  t h e  Mus l i m 
C o n c e p t  o f  E v i l , "  S t u d i a  I s l a m i c a  X X X 1 - X X X I I , e d .  W i l f e r d  
Ma d e l u n g  ( C h i c a g o :  V a r i o r u m  R e p r i n t s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  X X X I : 1 2 0 - 2 1 .

1* a G u i l t  may be s a i d  t o  h a v e  two a s p e c t s ,  B i b l i c a l l y ,  
t h e  one  t h e o l o g i c a l  o r  o b j e c t i v e  ( e . g .  L e v .  5 : 1 7 ;  D e u t .
5 : 1 1 ;  J o s h .  7 : 1 0 - 1 5 ) ,  t h e  o t h e r  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  o r  s u b j e c t i v e  
( e . g .  P s a .  5 1 : 3 , 1 4 ;  J o h n  8 : 9 ;  Heb.  1 0 : 2 2 ) .  T h i s  d u a l  a s p e c t  
f o l l o w s  f r o m  m a n ' s  c o n t i n u e d  i m a g i n g  of  h i s  M a k e r — h o w e v e r  
i m p e r f e c t l y — s i n c e  t h e  f a l l .  Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  on t h e  o t h e r  
h a n d ,  we f i n d  o n l y  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  o b j e c t i v e  g u i l t  ( v i s i b l e ,  
f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  t h e  b a s i c  c o n c e p t  o f  d i v i n e  j u d g m e n t  b a s e d  
on a n  i n f a l l i b l e  r e c o r d  o f  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s i n s ) .  The  
n o t i o n  of  t h e  s i n n e r ' s  s u b j e c t i v e  g u i l t  i s  a l m o s t  t o t a l l y  
a b s e n t .  No d o u b t  t h i s  i s  due  p a r t l y  t o  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  v e r y  
m i n i m a l  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  a b s o l u t e  h o l i n e s s  o f  Go d ,  w h i c h  we 
h a v e  a l r e a d y  s e e n ,  p a r t l y  t o  t h e  r e m o t e n e s s  of  m a n ' s  
r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  God g e n e r a l l y  ( s i n  i s  o n l y  as  i n t e r n a l l y  
u n b e a r a b l e  a s  t h e  p e r s o n a l  b o n d  i t  v i o l a t e s  i s  i n t i m a t e  a n d ,
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The B i b l i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  h e r e  d i f f e r s  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  

o n l y  i n  t h a t  t h e  r a c e  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e l y  i n  b o t h  

Adam and C h r i s t ,  t h e  " l a s t  Adam";  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  me ans  t h a t  

C h r i s t ' s  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  a r e  s t r u c t u r a l  a l s o ,  h i s  d e a t h -  

r e s u r r e c t i o n  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  u n d o i n g  o f  what  S a t a n  

a c c o m p l i s h e d  i n  Adam' s  f a l l  ( e . g .  Rom. 5 - 8 ) .  B u t ,  l i k e  t he  

Q u r ’ a n ,  t h e  B i b l e  e v i d e n c e s  t h e  v e r y  s ame  i n s i s t e n c e  on 

i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , a p a r t  f r o m s u c h  u n i q u e  c a s e s  of

h e n c e ,  w h o l i s t i c )  and p a r t l y  t o i t s  ma r k e d  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  
t h e  e x t e r i o r i z a t i o n  o f  e v i l .  Tha t  t e n d e n c y ,  t o  w h i c h  we 
w i l l  e v e n t u a l l y  come m  o u r  s t u d y ,  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  
s e c o n d  p i c t u r e  o f  man;  and t h e  e m p h a t i c a l l y  s o c i o l o g i c a l  
o r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h a t  p i c t u r e  e x p l a i n s  why t h e  e f f e c t  o f  s i n  
m  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  i s  f a r  mor e  one o f  ( p u b l i c )  shame t h a n  o f  
g u i l t  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y ,  s u b j e c t i v e  g u i l t ) .

On m a n ' s  i n n e r  p o l l u t i o n ,  t h e r e  i s  l i t t l e  d e f i n i t i o n  
Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  w h i l e  B i b l i c a l l y  we a r e  t o l d  of  b o t h  t h e  
d a r k e n i n g  o f  m a n ' s  mi nd and m a n ' s  t o t a l  i n a b i l i t y  i n  h i m s e l f  
t o p l e a s e  God o r  a t t a i n  s a l v a t i o n  ( i . e .  h i s  f r e e  a c c e s s  to 
t he  r e q u i s i t e  e x t e r n a l  r e v e l a t i o n  n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g ;  Gen .  
6 : 5 , 1 1 - 1 2 ;  I s a .  6 4 : 6 ;  J o h n  1 2 : 4 0 ;  Rom. 1 : 1 8 - 2 1 ;  3 : 9 - 2 0 ;  2 
Co r .  4 : 4 ) .  Of c o u r s e ,  G h a z a l T  and o t h e r s  have  t a k e n  t h e  
v i e w  t h a t  Q u r a n i c  s t a t e m e n t s  s t r e s s i n g  t h e  u t t e r  
i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  m a n ' s  a t t a i n i n g  s a l v a t i o n  a p a r t  f r o m t he  
i n t e r v e n t i o n  of  d i v i n e  g r a c e  a r e  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r ms  
of  b o t h  t h e  o b j e c t i v e  l i g h t  o f  r e v e a l e d  t r u t h  ( e . g  t h e  
Q u r ' a n )  a n d  s u b j e c t i v e ,  i n n e r  ' s i g h t '  ( w i t h o u t  wh i c h  t he  
l i g h t  i s  u n p e r c e i v e d ) .  The u s u a l  e m p h a s i s  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i n  
s u c h  s t a t e m e n t s  i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  on t h e  e x t e r n a l  g u i d a n c e  of  
p r o p h e t i c  r e v e l a t i o n  ( e . g .  7 : 4 3 ) ;  o t h e r w i s e ,  on e  i s  o n l y  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  God i n  i n d i v i d u a l  s a l v a t i o n  
( e . g .  1 0 : 9 9 ;  2 4 : 3 5 ;  3 5 : 8 ;  4 2 : 8 ) ,  v i e w i n g  m a n ' s  s a l v a t i o n  
e n t i r e l y  f r o m  t h e  d i v i n e ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o t h e  human,  
p e r s p e c t i v e .  By c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  human p e r s p e c t i v e  on 
s a l v a t i o n  s t r e s s e s ,  n o t  t h e  a b s o l u t e n e s s  o f  G o d ' s  g r a c e  
t h e r e ,  bu t  r a t h e r  t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of  m a n ' s  s e l f - p r e p a r a t i o n ;  
t h a t  i s ,  g o o d  w o r k s  a r e  v i e w e d ,  n o t  s o l e l y  as  t h e  f r u i t  of  
o n e ' s  s a l v a t i o n  ( a s  i s  t h e  c a s e ,  B i b l i c a l l y ) ,  b u t  r a t h e r  a s  
an e s s e n t i a l  c o n t r i b u t o r  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s a l v a t i o n ,  
s i n c e — f o r  e x a m p l e — we a r e  t o l d  o f  t h e  i m p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
d e a t h - b e d  c o n v e r s i o n s  ( 4 : 1 7 - 1 8 ;  c f .  e . g .  2 : 2 7 1 ;  4 : 3 1 ;  5 : 8 9 ;  
7 : 1 5 6 ) .  I n d e e d ,  when t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  t e a c h i n g  on s a l v a t i o n  i s  
c o n s i d e r e d  m  t h e  t o t a l  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  on  man,  
e s p e c i a l l y  i t s  s e c o n d  p i c t u r e  of  man,  G h a z a l T ' s  p o s i t i o n  
h e r e  a p p e a r s  r a t h e r  u n l i k e l y .
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r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a c t i o n  ( E z e k .  1 8 : 1 - 3 0 ;  M a t t .  1 2 : 3 6 - 3 7 ;  Rom. 

2 : 6 ;  1 4 : 1 1 - 1 2 ;  I Cor .  3 : 8 ;  G a l ,  6 : 4 - 8 ) .

Q u r a n i c a l l y  c o n c e i v e d ,  t h e n ,  m a n ' s  f a l l  and i t s  

u n i v e r s a l  e f f e c t s  a r e  i n  l a r g e  me a s u r e  c o n s o n a n t  w i t h  t h e i r  

B i b l i c a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s .  T h e r e  a r e  t h r e e  v e r y  s i g n i f i c a n t  

d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  n a r r a t i v e s  i n  t h e  two S c r i p t u r e s ,  

h o w e v e r .  The f i r s t  f o l l o w s  l o g i c a l l y  f r o m what  we h a v e  s e e n  

o f  B i b l i c a l  and Q u r a n i c  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  

r e l a t i o n s h i p .  B e f o r e ,  no l e s s  t h a n  a f t e r  t h e  f a l l ,  t h e  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  n o t  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  Q u r a n i c a l l y  by any s p e c i a l  

d e g r e e  of  f a m i l i a l  f e l l o w s h i p  o r  mu t u a l  i n t i m a c y ;  a n d ,  so,  

t h e  d e g r e e  o f  m a n ' s  a l i e n a t i o n  f rom God i s  r e d u c e d  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y .

The s e c o n d  ma j o r  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  t h a t  i n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

a c c o u n t s  d e a t h  i s  n e v e r  s a i d  t o  be s i n ' s  p e n a l t y .  T h i s  has  

u s u a l l y  b e en  t a k e n  to mean t h a t  d e a t h  was a p a r t  of  G o d ' s  

o r i g i n a l  p l a n  f o r  m a n . 1* 9 But  s uch  a r e a d i n g  i s  not  

n e c e s s a r i l y  c o r r e c t ;  f o r  d e a t h  i s  n e v e r  g i v e n  a s  a p a r t  of  

t h e  p i c t u r e  p r i o r  t o  t h e  f a l l  e i t h e r .  What  i s  i n d i s p u t a b l e  

h e r e  i s  t h a t  d e a t h  i s  n o t  v i e we d  as  an e s s e n t i a l  p a r t  o f  t h e  

j u d g me n t  wh i c h  i s  m a n ' s  by h i s  f a l l .  B i b l i c a l l y ,  of  c o u r s e ,

1*9S e e m i n g l y , t h i s  wou l d  have  to mean t h a t  d e a t h ' s  
g r a d u a l  o n s e t  i n  t h e  l o n g  and o f t e n  p a i n f u l  p r o c e s s  o f  
p h y s i c a l  d e t e r i o r a t i o n  a n d  d e c l i n e  ( t h r o u g h  a v a r i e t y  o f  
i l l n e s s e s ,  e t c . )  i s  a l s o  a p a r t  of  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n .  
C o n t r a r y  t o  t h i s ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  p i c t u r e s  t h e  i d e a l  human 
s i t u a t i o n  i n  t e r m s  of  a p a i n l e s s  w o r l d ,  i t s  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  
a l t e r n a t e  b e i n g  a p l a c e  o f  u n t h i n k a b l e  p h y s i c a l  t o r m e n t .  Of 
" o u r s e ,  t h i s  p r e s e n t s  a p r o b l e m  i f  one  i s  t o  b e l i e v e  t h a t  
ma n ' s  p r i m o r d i a l  e x a m i n a t i o n  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  a s i t u a t i o n  i d e a l  
t o  man.
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t h e  e x a c t  o p p o s i t e  i s  t r u e :  d e a t h  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h e  p r i m a r y

c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  f a l l  ( Ge n .  2 : 1 6 - 1 7 ;  Rom. 5 : 1 2 - 1 9 ;  6 : 2 3 ) .  

And t h i s  p o i n t  i s  u n d e r s c o r e d  by  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e  s p e c i f i c  

a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  t h e  f o r b i d d e n  t r e e  ( w h i c h  e n s l a v e d  and  

d i s e n f r a n c h i s e d  by i t s  p s e u d o - k n o w l e d g e )  was t h e  " t r e e  o f  

l i f e "  ( w h i c h  h a d  t h e  power  e t e r n a l l y  t o  s e a l  man m  a l l  t h e  

b l e s s e d n e s s  a n d  f r e e d o m  o f  h i s  o r i g i n a l  u n i o n  w i t h  God;  Gen.  

2 : 3 - 9 ;  3 : 2 2 ) . 150

T h i s  b a s i c  e q u a t i o n  o f  s i n  and d e a t h  ( p e r s o n a l  

d i s i n t e g r a t i o n ) ,  of  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  and l i f e  ( p e r s o n a l  

w h o l e n e s s ) ,  i s  c l e a r l y  o b s e r v a b l e  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  B i b l e  ( Gen .  

6 : 1 2 - 2 1 ;  7 : 1 7 - 2 3 ;  1 8 : 1 6 - 2 5 ;  P r o v .  1 1 : 1 9 ;  E z e k .  1 8 : 4 - 3 1 ;  

3 3 : 7 - 1 1 ;  John  8 : 2 1 - 2 4 ;  Rom. 6 : 1 6 - 2 3 ;  Re v .  2 0 : 1 1 - 1 5 ) .  We see  

i t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t h e  g r e a t  c h o i c e  b e t w e e n  c o v e n a n t  

b l e s s i n g  and c u r s i n g ,  s e t  b e f o r e  t h e  C h i l d r e n  of  I s r a e l  by 

Mos e s  ( D e u t .  2 8 - 3 0 ;  s e e ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  3 0 : 1 5 - 2 0 ) .  L i f e  and  

d e a t h  a r e  t h u s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  t e m p o r a l  s t a t e s  i s s u i n g  i n  

e t e r n a l  s t a t e s  f o r  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ;  a n d ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  d i v i n e  

f a v o u r  o r  b l e s s i n g  a n d  w r a t h  o r  c u r s i n g ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  c a s e  

Q u r a n i c a l l y  a l s o .  B i b l i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e n ,  p h y s i c a l  d e a t h  

a s s u m e s — one m i g h t  s a y — ' m e t o n y m i c ' s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  a s  t h e  

v i s i b l e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h e  f u l l  s c o p e  of  s i n ' s  

a l i e n a t i o n .

Wh i l e  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  a l i e n a t i o n  i s  c e n t r a l  i n  t h e  

Q u r a n i c  v i e w o f  t h e  f a l l ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  s e l d o m  i f  e v e r

1 5 o 0f  c o u r s e ,  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  t h e r e  i s  no  m e n t i o n  o f  a 
s p e c i f i c  a l t e r n a t i v e ,  and t h i s  p e r h a p s  g i v e s  a  h i n t  of  
i n e v i t a b i l i t y  t o  t h e  s t o r y ' s  n e g a t i v e  o u t c o m e .
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i d e n t i f i e s  i t  w i t h  d e a t h . 151 C h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y ,  r a t h e r ,  

d e a t h  i s  p r e s e n t e d  t h e r e  o n l y  a s  t h e  f i n a l i z a t i o n  o f  l i f e ' s  

g r e a t  c h o i c e  f o r  man and a s  p r e l i m i n a r y  t o  h i s  d i v i n e  

summons ( m  t h e  r e s u r r e c t i o n )  t o  f a c e  t h e  j u d g m e n t .

Q u i t e  c l e a r l y ,  t h i s  d i f f e r e n c e  i s  one o f  p r o f o u n d  

C h r i s t o  l o g i c a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  W i t h  d e a t h  a s  p e r i p h e r a l  t o  

t h e  d i v i n e  j u d g m e n t  o n  m a n ' s  s i n ,  i t  c a n  h a r d l y  be c e n t r a l  

t o  t h e  d i v i n e  r e m o v a l  of  t h a t  j u d g m e n t .  To e r a d i c a t e  e v i l  

( w h e t h e r  u n i v e r s a l l y  o r  i n d i v i d u a l l y )  a n d  u n d o  t h e  damage  

w r e a k e d  by  i t  c o u l d  q u i t e  c o n c e i v a b l y  h a v e  n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  

t o  do w i t h  d e a t h  ( o r  w i t h  r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  a s  s a l v a t i o n ' s  

t r i u m p h a l  b u r s t i n g  o f  s i n ' s  d e a t h - b o n d s  on t h e  r a c e ,  a s  i n  

t h e  B i b l i c a l  v i e w ) .  B i b l i c a l l y ,  s i n  a n d  d e a t h  a r e  

e v e r y w h e r e  i n e x t r i c a b l y  l i n k e d ,  " s o  t h a t ,  C h r i s t ' s  v i c t o r y  

o v e r  t he  l a t t e r  s i g n i f i e d  h i s  d e f e a t  of  t h e  f o r m e r . " 152

And ,  i n  k e e p i n g  w i t h  a l l  t h i s ,  s a c r i f i c i a l  d e a t h  

b e a r s  none  of  t h e  c e n t r a l  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

t h o u g h t  w o r l d  t h a t  i t  doe s  i n  t h e  B i b l i c a l .  Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  

s a c r i f i c e  i s  p r e s c r i b e d ;  a n d  t h i s  ha s  b e e n  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  

u n d e r s t o o d  t o  b e  c o m m e m o r a t i v e  o f  A b r a h a m ' s  s a c r i f i c e  of  h i s  

son ( e . g .  2 2 : 3 6 - 3 7 ;  c f .  3 7 : 1 0 2 - 0 7 ) .  The b r o a d e r  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  of  t h a t  p a t r i a r c h a l  a c t  of  i s l a m  i s  n e v e r  

d e v e l o p e d  by t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  h o w e v e r . 153

1 5 1 I t  i s  u n c l e a r  w h e t h e r  Q u r a n i c  a l l u s i o n s  t o  t h e
s e c o n d  d e a t h  ( 3 7 : 5 9 ;  4 4 : 3 5 , 5 6 )  s i g n i f y  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  e t e r n a l  
d e a t h ,  a s  i n  i t s  B i b l i c a l  u s a g e  ( R e v .  2 : 1 1 ;  2 0 : 6 , 1 4 ;  2 1 : 8 ) ,  
bu t  t h i s  i s  a p o s s i b i l i t y .

1 5 3 W r i g h t ,  C o l o s s i a n s  and P h i l e m o n , p.  7 4 .
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B i b l i c a l l y ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  s a c r i f i c e  r e p r e s e n t s  

t h a t  whi ch  p r o v i d e s  f o r  ma n ' s  r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  f u l l  f e l l o w s h i p  

w i t h  God by t he  c o v e n a n t  of  r e d e m p t i v e  g r a c e .  Hence ,  we 

f i n d  t he  e x p r e s s i o n  " b l o o d  o f  t h e  c o v e n a n t , "  u s e d  i n  

c o n n e c t i o n  wi t h  b o t h  t h e  Old T e s t a m e n t  s a c r i f i c i a l  s y s t e m 

and i t s  New T e s t a m e n t  f u l f i l l m e n t  m  C h r i s t ’ s d e a t h  ( e . g .  

Exod.  2 a : 3 ;  M a t t .  2 6 : 2 7 - 2 8 ;  Mark 1 4 : 2 4 ;  c f .  P s a .  5 0 : 5 ;  H e b . 

8 : l - ) 0 : i 8 ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  9 : 2 2 ) .

The t h i r d  and f i n a l  d i f f e r e n c e  o f  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

b e t we e n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  a n d  B i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t s  of  t h e  f a l l  i s  

t h a t  t h e  Q u r ' a n  a l s o  n o wh e r e  s p e c i f i c a l l y  v i e ws  t he  

b a r r e n n e s s  of  t h e  u n t e n d e d  e a r t h  beyond  t h e  b o u n d s  o f  t he  

Ga r d e n  as  t h e  r e s u l t  o f  a s m - r e l a t e d  c u r s e .  B i b l i c a l l y ,  

t h i s  p o i n t  i s  made v e r y  c l e a r  and i s  u l t i m a t e l y  a n t i c i p a t o r y  

of  e a r t h ' s  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  r e c r e a t i o n  and t h e  c o m p l e t e  

r e mo v a l  o f  s i n ' s  c u r s e .  The Q u r a n i c  o m i s s i o n  o f  s uch  a 

c u r s e  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  n a t u r a l  o r d e r ' s  u n c o n g e n i a l i t y  and 

u n p r e d i c t a b i l i t y  a r e  p a r t  of  G o d ' s  o r i g i n a l  i n t e n t i o n  f o r  

t he  c r e a t i o n  ( i n  t he  s ame  way t h a t  d e a t h  may be  v i ewed  by 

t he  Q u r ' a n  a s  o r i g i n a l ,  as we have  s e e n ) .

I t  may,  h o w e v e r ,  be a r g u a b l e  t h a t  t h e  e a r t h ' s  p o s t ­

f a l l  b a r r e n n e s s  i s  i n  f a c t  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r ms  o f  a

153Mahmoud A y o u b ' s  s t u d y  o f  S h I c T a p p l i c a t i o n s  o f  
s uch  Q u r a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  m  t e r m s  of  t he  ( l a t e r )  d e a t h  o f  Imam 
Husayn i n  R e d e m p t i v e  S u f f e r i n g  e f f e c t i v e l y  c o r r o b o r a t e s  o u r  
p o i n t  h e r e  (on T w e l v e r  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  Ab r a h a m' s  
s a c r i f i c e ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  s ee  p p .  3 2 - 3 4 ;  c f .  2 3 5 - 3 6  and 2 46— 
4 7 ) .  a p a r t  f rom c i t i n g  2 : 156  ( a  s i m p l e  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  
b e l i e v e r s '  s u f f e r i n g  i n  j i h a d ) ,  Ayoub p r e s e n t s  no Q u r a n i c  
b a s i s  f o r  t h e  Shi*1!  p o i n t  of  v i e w on r e d e m p t i v e  s u f f e r i n g  
( p  . 1 5 ,  n .  1 ) .
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s i n - r e l a t e d  c u r s e  on t h e  e a r t h .  F o r  i t  i s  u n t h i n k a b l e  t h a t  

man s h o u l d  have b e en  l i m i t e d  t o  a s o r t  o f  g r e e n h o u s e  

e x i s t e n c e  m  a w o r l d  h e  and h i s  d e s c e n d a n t s  we r e  i n t e n d e d  t o  

r u l e  w i t h  e a s e .  S u r e l y  no a l t e r n a t i v e  t a k e s  f u l l  a c c o u n t  o f  

t he  t wi n  f a c t s  o f  m a n ' s  b e i n g  c r e a t e d  f o r  t he  e a r t h  and  h i s  

b e i n g  e n t r u s t e d  w i t h  e a r t h ' s  c a r e .  (To have  s o  

i r r e s p o n s i b l y  a b u s e d  h i s  t r u s t  was bound t o  h a v e  e n t a i l e d  

e a r t h ' s  p e r m a n e n t  d e s o l a t i o n . )  And i n  s u p p o r t  o f  t h i s  v i e w ,  

2 1 : 1 0 4  may be t a k e n  t o  i n d i c a t e  a r e t u r n  t o  G o d ' s  o r i g i n a l  

d e s i g n  i n  t h e  r e c r e a t i o n  of  t h e  e a r t h  and h e a v e n s  ( c f .

1 4 : 4 8 )  .

D i v i n e  Me r cy  i n  a F a l l e n  Wor l d

We c o n c l u d e  o u r  s t u d y  o f  t h e  f a l l  n a r r a t i v e s  w i t h  

some c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of  t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  G o d ' s  mercy o r  

g r a c e  e x t e n d e d  t o  f a l l e n  man.  T h i s  may be  c o v e r e d  u n d e r  two 

h e a d i n g s :  u n i v e r s a l  o r  common g r a c e  and s p e c i a l  g r a c e .

Gr a c e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  s i g n i f i e s  u n m e r i t e d  f a v o u r — i n  f a c t ,  

f a v o u r  b e s t o we d  on  t h o s e  w o r t h y  of  j u s t  t h e  o p p o s i t e .  By 

s p e c i a l  g r a c e  we r e f e r  t o  t h a t  wh i c h  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o 

s a l v a t i o n  ( m  t h a t  i t  r e s t o r e s  man t o  h i s  i n t e n d e d  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  w i t h  God) a n d ,  s o ,  i s  e x c l u s i v e l y  b e s t o w e d  on 

t h e  c o mmu n i t y  of  b e l i e v e r s . 15-*

C

15* B e l o n g i n g  t o  t h e  much l a r g e r  q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  
Q u r a n i c  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  communi t y ,  t h e  f a s c i n a t i n g  and  
v i t a l  q u e s t i o n  of  w h e t h e r  o r  n o t  t h e  communi t y  o f  f a i t h ,  as 
o p p o s e d  t o  u n b e l i e v e r s ,  i s  v i e we d  by  t he  Q u r ' a n  a s  i n c l u d i n g  
o t h e r  t h a n  f o l l o w e r s  o f  Muhammad— i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  Jews 
( Y a h u d ) and C h r i s t i a n s  ( N a s a r a ) — i s  u n f o r t u n a t e l y  beyond  t h e  
s c o p e  o f  t h i s  e s s a y .

>____________________________________
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

110

Common g r a c e ,  on t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  c a n  be c o n s i d e r e d  

e s s e n t i a l  o n l y  t o  t h e  c o n t i n u a t i o n  o f  m a n ' s  p r o b a t i o n a r y  

c h o i c e .  T h a t  i s  t o  s a y ,  common g r a c e  a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  r e a l  

p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  s i n c e  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s a l v a t i o n  

i s ,  m  one  s e n s e ,  e n t i r e l y  d e p e n d e n t  on h i s  o r  h e r  

h i s t o r i c a l  r e s p o n s e 155 t o  G o d ' s  g u i d a n c e ,  t h e  p r i m a r y  

c o m p o n e n t  o f  s p e c i a l  g r a c e .  T h u s ,  i n  t h e  i n q u i r y  t o  f o l l o w ,  

we w i l l  b e g i n  w i t h  common g r a c e ,  as  b e i n g  l o g i c a l l y  t h e  

f i r s t  o f  t h i s  p a i r .

I n  b o t h  2 : 3 6  and 7 : 2 4 ,  God g r a n t s  t o  Adam a n d  h i s  

w i f e  ( r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  r a c e )  an i n d e t e r m i n a t e  e x t e n s i o n  o f  

t i m e  on t h e  e a r t h .  B a s i c  t o  t h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  n o t i o n  

o f  d e f e r r e d  j u d g m e n t :  t h e i r  home r e m a i n s  on  t he  e a r t h .  I t

i s  n o t  now t o  be m  H e l l ,  a s  t h e i r  " h i g h  t r e a s o n "  a g a i n s t  

God s h o u l d  w a r r a n t .  H e n c e ,  we may s e e  an a l l u s i o n  t o  m a n ' s  

f u t u r e  j u d g m e n t  i n  t h e  w o r d s  " . . . f r o m  t h e r e  [ t h e  e a r t h ]  you 

s h a l l  be b r o u g h t  f o r t h "  ( 7 : 2 4  A r b e r r y ) .  S i n c e  Ada m' s  

s i t u a t i o n  i s  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  of  t h a t  o f  ma n k i n d  a s  a w h o l e ,  

t h i s  d e f e r r a l  means  t h a t  i n  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y  

g o o d  and  e v i l  w i l l  v e r y  f r e q u e n t l y  ( i f  no t  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y )  go u n r e w a r d e d  i n  t h i s  l i f e .  I f  t h i s  

w e r e  n o t  s o ,  t h e  p r o p h e t s  woul d  n e v e r  have  p r e a c h e d  

i m p e n d i n g  doom;  n o r  wou l d  i t  e v e r  h a v e  been  s a i d  o f  t h e

1 S 5 I n a n o t h e r  s e n s e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  e n t i r e l y
d e p e n d e n t  on t h e  s o v e r e i g n  e l e c t i o n  o f  God.  On t h e

^  r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  human r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  d i v i n e
s o v e r e i g n t y ,  s e e  pp .  18- 23  and 3 6 - 3 8  a b o v e .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

I l l

b e l i e v e r s :  " t h e i r  wage a w a i t s  them w i t h  t h e i r  L o r d "

( 2 : 2 7 4 , 2 7 7  A r b e r r y ;  c f .  2 : 1 1 2 , 2 6 2 ) .

I n t e g r a l  t o  t h i s  n o t i o n  o f  an e x t e n d e d  t i m e  f r ame  i s  

a n o t h e r  n o t i o n  w h i c h  m i g h t  w e l l  be t e r m e d  t h e  

i n d i s c r i m i n a t e n e s s  o f  G o d ' s  p r o v i d e n t i a l  c a r e .  T h i s  i s  

v i s i b l e  i n  t h a t ,  m  Adam, t h e  r a c e  i s  p r o m i s e d  a l i v e l i h o o d  

( m a t a c ) on t h e  e a r t h ,  i m p l y i n g  a t  l e a s t  some me a s u r e  o f  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  p r o d u c t i v i t y ,  o v e r a l l  e n j o y m e n t  a n d ,  h e n c e ,  

d i v i n e  b l e s s i n g .  S u p p o r t  f o r  s u c h  a c o n c e p t  of  u n i v e r s a l  

b l e s s i n g  i s  c e r t a i n l y  n o t  w a n t i n g  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  Q u r ’ a n .  

The b o u n t y  o f  Go d ' s  c r e a t i o n  i s  e v e r y w h e r e  v i e w e d  as  a 

c l a r i o n  c a l l  t o  m a n ' s  u n i v e r s a l  d e b t  o f  g r a t i t u d e  t o  God.

And t h i s  mus t  be t a k e n  t o  i mpl y  t h e  o v e r w h e l m i n g  g o o d n e s s  of 

God t o man i n  t he  g e n e r a l  c o u r s e  of  e v e n t s  ( e . g .  1 0 : 6 0 ;  

1 2 : 3 8 ;  1 4 : 3 4 ;  2 7 : 7 3 ) .

T h i s  means  t h a t  i n  some r e s p e c t s  t h e  e v i l  a r e  

g e n e r a l l y  b l e s s e d  w i t h  t h e  good i n  t h i s  l i f e .  And,  i n d e e d ,  

t h i s  m u s t  be s o  i f  t h e r e  i s  t o  be  any g e n u i n e  c o n f l i c t  

b e t w e e n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  f a i t h  and u n b e l i e f .  F o r  t h e  

e n t i r e  c o n c e p t  of  j i h a d  f l  s a b i l i -  ' 1 - l a h  n e c e s s a r i l y  

r e q u i r e s  some m e a s u r e  of  e q u a l i t y  b e t w e e n  u n b e l i e v e r s  and  

b e l i e v e r s  t e m p o r a l l y .  The  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  o f  j i h a d  even  

a l l o w s  f o r  t h e  ( t e m p o r a r y )  p h y s i c a l  s u p r e m a c y  of  u n b e l i e v e r s  

o v e r  b e l i e v e r s ,  by t h e  p e r m i s s i o n  of  God.  The f o r c e d  

e m m i g r a t i o n  o f  Muhammad a n d  h i s  band o f  f o l l o w e r s  t o  Med i na ,  

t o g e t h e r  w i t h  s uch  s e t b a c k s  as  t h a t  s u f f e r e d  by t h e  Musl i m 

a r my  i n  t h e  B a t t l e  o f  Uhud,  c l e a r l y  a t t e s t s  t o  t h i s  f a c t .

S1 ■■■  - ■ ------------------------------------------------------------------------
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I n  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  z u l m  a l - n a f s ,  t h i s  

g r a c i o u s  d e f e r r a l  mus t  be v i e w e d  a s  i n c l u s i v e  o f  some n o t i o n  

of  t h e  r e s t r a i n t  of  s i n ' s  p o w e r s  o f  d e s t r u c t i o n ,  b o t h  w i t h i n  

t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  a n d  w i t h i n  s o c i e t y  g e n e r a l l y .  F o r  s u r e l y  t h e  

a l i e n a t i o n  wh i c h  s i n  r e p r e s e n t s  g e n e r i c a l l y — a s  t h e  a b s o l u t e  

d e n i a l  o f  G o d , 156 t h e  g r o u n d  of  a l l  b e i n g - - c a l l s  f o r  d i v i n e

r e s t r a i n t  i n  i t s  f u l l  e x t e n t  ( t h a t  i s ,  o n  a l l  l e v e l s ) .  T h i s

a s p e c t  o f  common g r a c e  i s  n e v e r  t r e a t e d  e x p l i c i t l y  i n  t he  

Q u r ' a n , h o w e v e r .

Of c o u r s e ,  no a s p e c t  o f  t h e  d e f e r r a l  i n v o l v e d  h e r e  i s  

t o  b e  v i e we d  a s  i n  any  wi s e  c o n t r a v e n i n g  t he  r e a l  

p o s s i b i l i t y  of  s i n ’ s i m m e d i a t e  r e t r i b u t i o n .  B u t ,  f o r  a l l  

t h e i r  i m p o r t a n c e  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  h o m i l e t i c  c o n t e n t ,  s u c h  m -  

b r e a k m g s  o f  d i v i n e  w r a t h  a r e  to be  s e e n  as  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n  

Q u r a n i c  h i s t o r y .  Th a t  i s ,  t h e y  a r e  e x c e p t i o n a l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  

t h a t  t h e y  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  o c c a s i o n a l  c r i s e s  and ,  i n d e e d ,  

m e r e l y  t h e  c l i m a x  p o i n t s  i n  u n b e l i e f ' s  l o n g  h i s t o r y . 157

S i m i l a r l y ,  t h e  d e f e r r a l  of  f a i t h ' s  r e w a r d  mus t  n e v e r

be t a k e n  t o  mean t h a t  r e w a r d  does  n o t  a n d  c a n n o t  come t o  t h e

156As was s e e n ,  t h i s  i s  how Ad a m' s  s i n  i s  t r e a t e d  
Q u r a n i c a l l y ;  s e e  pp.  8 1 - 9 2  a b o v e .

157P e r h a p s  s u c h  m - b r e a k i n g s  of  j u d g m e n t  i n t o  t h i s  
age  o f  common g r a c e  a r e  t o  b e  v i e we d  a f t e r  t h e  model  o f  
B i b l i c a l  s c h o l a r  M e r e d i t h  G. K l i n e ,  a s  m o m e n t a r y  i n t r u s i o n s  
of  t h e  e s c h a t o l o g i c a l  L a s t  Day i n t o  h i s t o r y  ( s e e  h i s  
S t r u c t u r e ,  r e v i s e d  e d . ,  pp .  1 5 4 - 5 8 ) ,  B u t ,  i f  s o ,  t h e y  
d i f f e r  f r om t h e i r  B i b l i c a l  c o u n t e r p a r t s  i n  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  
u l t i m a t e l y  r o o t e d  i n  h i s t o r y ,  i n  a n y  d i v i n e - h u m a n  e n d e a v o u r  
c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n - c r o s s  e v e n t .  I n  a  s e n s e ,  
a l s o ,  t h e  e q u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  L a s t  Day h a s  b e e n  u n d e r wa y  
s i n c e  C h r i s t ' s  t r i u m p h a n t  o v e r t h r o w  of  e v i l ,  B i b l i c a l l y  
s p e a k i n g ;  w h e r e a s  t h e  Q u r ' a n  v i e ws  s u c h  e q u a l i z a t i o n  a s  o n l y  
a s s u r e d  a t  t h e  e n d  of  t i m e .
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b e l i e v e r  i n  t h i s  l i f e ;  f o r  much o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  e m p h a s i s  i n  

t e r m s  of  s p e c i a l  g r a c e  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  h o p e  t h a t  God may 

i n d e e d  i m m e d i a t e l y  a n d  v i s i b l y  d e m o n s t r a t e  h i s  f a v o u r  

t o w a r d s  t h e  b e l i e v e r s  a n d ,  s o ,  v i n d i c a t e  them m  t h e  f a c e  of  

t h e i r  o p p o n e n t s .  In one  s e n s e ,  t h e  b l e s s e d n e s s  of  b e l i e v e r s  

i n  t h i s  l i f e  ma> be s a i d  t o  be p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  Q u r ' a n  m  

t e r m s  of  a t e l l i n g  f o r e t a s t e  of  t h e i r  f i n a l  r e w a r d  i n  

P a r a d i s e ,  even  i n  s p i t e  of  a l l  t h e i r  e a r t h l y  l o t  a l s o  

i n c l u d e s  o f  s t r u g g l e ,  p r i v a t i o n ,  s a c r i f i c e  and  m i s t r e a t m e n t .  

T h i s  t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  t h e  c o n c e p t s  o f  d e f e r r e d  and  i m m e d i a t e  

r e w a r d  p r o v i d e s  much o f  t h e  dynami c  of  t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t s  

of  I s l a m  and  i man  ( f a i t h ) .

The s p e c i a l  o r  s a v i n g  g r a c e  o f  God i s  t o  be d e f i n e d

m  t e r m s  o f  t h e  g u i d a n c e  he o f f e r s  t o  ma n ,  whos e  own
J

r e b e l l i o n  h a s  l e d  him a s t r a y .  T h i s  c o n c e p t  o f  g u i d a n c e  i s  

t r e a t e d  e x p l i c i t l y  m  t wo o f  t h e  Q u r a n i c  a c c o u n t s  o f  t he  

f a l l ,  b o t h  p a s s a g e s  i n d i c a t i n g  t h a t  G o d ' s  g u i d a n c e  i s  s i n f u l  

m a n ' s  o n l y  means  of  s a l v a t i o n  ( 2 : 3 8 - 3 9 ;  2 0 : 1 2 3 - 2 7 ) .  At

i s s u e  h e r e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  be  no

r e c o v e r y  f o r  man w i t h o u t  h i s  s i n c e r e l y  r e t u r n i n g  t o  God andi

t o  h i s  a b s o l u t e  L o r d s h i p .  By w i l l f u l l y  d e f e c t i n g  t o  S a t a n ' s

c a u s e ,  man h a s  d e n i e d  God h i s  r i g h t f u l  i s l a m  ( a n d  a l s o ,

i m p l i c i t l y ,  h i s  c r e a t u r e l y  d e p e n d e n c e  on God) .  W i t h o u t  

m a n ' s  g r a t e f u l l y  s u b m i t t i n g  a g a i n  t o  God t h e r e  c a n  be  no 

s a l v a t i o n  f o r  h i m .

I n t e g r a l  t o  m a n ' s  w h o l e h e a r t e d  r e t u r n  t o  i s l a m , t h e n ,  

i s  t h e  n o t i o n  of  h i s  g e n u i n e  r e p e n t a n c e .  Viewed as  t h e
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i n d i v i d u a l ’ s t h o r o u g h g o i n g  r e o r i e n t a t i o n — f r om a p o s i t i o n  of  

( a t t e m p t e d )  a u t on o mo u s  s e l f - w i l l ,  t o  t h e  w i l l  of  God— t h i s  

i n v o l v e s  b o t h  humbl e  c o n f e s s i o n  and a b a n d o n me n t  o f  wr o n g .  

A l s o  i n v o l v e d  i s  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  a c k n o wl e d g me n t  o f  a b s o l u t e  

d e p e n d e n c e  on God,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  

d e s p e r a t e  n e e d  of  s p e c i a l  g r a c e ,  of  f o r g i v e n e s s .  In Adam' s  

c a s e ,  b o t h  t h e  c o n f e s s i o n  of  s i n  and t h e  p l e a  f o r  d i v i n e  

me r c y  a r e  t o be s e e n  i n  7 : 2 3 .

Hence ,  t he  g u i d a n c e  h e r e  s e r v e s  a s  t h e  d i v i n e l y  

a p p o i n t e d  t o u c h s t o n e  f o r  man,  t h e  h i s t o r i c  means by wh i c h  

h i s  r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n  ( e i t h e r  t o w a r d s  o r  away f r om God) 

i s  e t e r n a l l y  s e a l e d .

The s p e c i f i c  c o n t e n t s  o f  Go d ' s  g u i d a n c e  t o  Adam 

( 2 0 : 1 2 2 )  a r e  n e v e r  d e s c r i b e d  by t he  Q u r ' a n .  The r e a d e r  i s  

t o l d  o f  Adam' s  r e c e i v i n g  " w o r d s "  f rom h i s  Lor d  ( 2 : 3 7 ) .  And 

c e r t a i n l y  e v e r y t h i n g  a b o u t  t h e  l a r g e r  Q u r a n i c  c o n t e x t  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  g u i d a n c e  of  2 0 : 1 2 2  i s  t o be i d e n t i f i e d  

w i t h  t h o s e  w o r d s ;  t h a t  t h i s  g u i d a n c e  —  l i k e  t h a t  p r o m i s e d  to 

m a n k i n d  g e n e r a l l y  ( 2 : 3 8 ;  2 0 : 1 2 3 ) — s i g n i f i e s  v e r b a l  

r e v e l a t i o n ,  p r i m a r i l y , 158

Some Mus l i m c o m m e n t a t o r s  have  s u g g e s t e d  t h a t  t h e  

w o r d s  Adam r e c e i v e d  a r e  none  o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  words  o f  t h e

l 5 a Whi l e  d i v i n e  g u i d a n c e  i s  by no means  an 
e x c l u s i v e l y  v e r b a l  phenomenon  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n - - f o r  e x a m p l e ,  i n  
3 : 9 6  t h e  Meccan s a n c t u a r y  i s  d e s i g n a t e d  a g u i d a n c e  a nd ,  o f  
c o u r s e ,  a l l  o f  c r e a t i o n  a t t e s t s  t o  G o d ' s  u n r i v a l l e d  mi g h t  
a n d  m a j e s t y — i t  may be c o n s i d e r e d  p r i m a r i l y  v e r b a l ,  g i v e n  
t h a t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  o f  r e v e l a t i o n  i n e v i t a b l y  u n d e r p i n s  
t h e  wn o l e  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  On t h i s ,  s e e  I z u t s u ' s  t r e a t m e n t  of  
t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  o f  r e v e l a t i o n ;  God and Man,  pp .  1 3 3 - 9 3 .
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p r a y e r  ( g i v e n  i n  7 : 23)  by w h i c h  he f o u n d  a c c e p t a n c e  w i t h  

G o d . 1 5 ® T h i s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  i s  no t  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  

i m p o s s i b l e .  On t h e  one  ha n d ,  t he  l a r g e r  Q u r a n i c  c o n t e x t  

does  n o t  f o r b i d  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  d i v i n e l y  p r e s c r i b e d  p r a y e r s  

( as  i s  f ound  i n  t h e  o p e n i n g  s u r a ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ) ,  g i v e n  a s  one 

of  t h e  means of  G o d ' s  s a v i n g  g r a c e  t o  man.  But ,  on t h e  

o t h e r  hand,  as  was  n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  d o e s  a l l o w  f o r  

s p o n t a n e o u s  p r a y e r  ( due a ' )  i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  a nd ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  

d e s p e r a t e  s i t u a t i o n s .  And d e s p e r a t i o n  c e r t a i n l y  was n o t  

w a n t i n g  in Adam' s  c a s e .

Thi s  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t he  s i m p l e  i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  t he  

" w o r d s "  of 2 : 3 7  w i t h  t h e  p r a y e r  p r o v i d e s  t o o  t i d y  a s o l u t i o n  

t o  t h e  p u z z l e .  I n  any c a s e ,  t h o s e  " w o r d s "  s h o u l d  not  l i k e l y  

be  l i m i t e d  t o  t h o s e  of a  r i t u a l  p r a y e r .  Ag a i n  h e r e  t h e  

l a r g e r  Q u r a n i c  c o n t e x t  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  g u i d a n c e  was f a r  

more t h a n  t h i s ,  t h a t  Adam s t o o d  i n n e e d  of  f a r  mo r e  t h a n  

m e r e l y  t he  a p p r o p r i a t e  p r a y e r  f o r m u l a .  And,  of  c o u r s e ,  i n 

a s c r i b i n g  t e n  ' B o o k s '  o f  r e v e a l e d  s c r i p t u r e  t o  Adam' s  

p r o p h e t h o o d , 160 t r a d i t i o n  has  p l a i n l y  d e m o n s t r a t e d  i t s

1590 t h e r s  h a v e  u s e d  2 : 3 7  and 7 : 2 3  t o  put  e i t h e r  t h e  
F a t i h a  o r  e l s e  l o n g ,  e l a b o r a t e  ( e x t r a - Q u r a n i c ) p r a y e r s  i n  
t h e  mo u t h  o f  Adam, o f t e n  f o r  c l e a r l y  t h e o l o g i c a l  p u r p o s e s ;  
Mahmoud Ayoub g i v e s  an e x a mp l e  o f  t h i s  i n  The  Q u r ' a n  a n d  I t s  
I n t e r p r e t e r s , one v o l .  t o  d a t e  ( A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  
New Yo r k  P r e s s ,  1984)  1 : 8 4 - 8 5 .

160B e l o n g i n g  t o  a  f u l l e r  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h e  c o n c e p t  
o f  p r o p h e t h o o d  t h a n  t h i s  p r e s e n t  s t u d y  a l l o w s ,  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  c o n c e r n i n g  Ad a m' s  a l l e g e d  p r o p h e t h o o d  mus t  b e  
b y p a s s e d  h e r e .  The Mus l i m Adam was f i r s t  d e s i g n a t e d  a 
p r o p h e t ,  no t  by t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i n  t h a t  g e n r e  o f

C l i t e r a t u r e  known a s  q i s a $  a l - a n b i y a ' . Of c o u r s e ,  t h a t  i s  a
d i s t i n c t i o n  h e  s h a r e s  w i t h  many o t h e r s ;  Adam' s  u n i q u e n e s s  
h e r e  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  among a l l  t h o s e  s o  named as
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r e c o g n i t i o n  o f  Adam' s  and h i s  f a m i l y ' s  i m m e n s i t y  o f  need 

b e f o r e  God ( e v e n  i f  s u c h  r e v e l a t i o n s  s h o u l d  b e  c o n s i d e r e d  

s o mewha t  l a t e r  t h a n  t h e  p a r t i c u l a r  " w o r d s "  u n d e r  

c o n s i d e r a t i o n )  .

L o o k i n g  a t  t h e  b r o a d  l i n e s  of  t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  o f  

s a l v a t i o n ,  we may s a f e l y  s a y  t h a t  t he  r e n e w e d  p o s s i b i l i t y  of  

d i v i n e  b l e s s i n g  f o r  c o v e n a n t  o b e d i e n c e  mus t  h a v e  b e e n  

c e n t r a l  i n  G o d ' s  g u i d a n c e  t o  Adam.  S i n f u l  t h o u g h  t h e  r a c e  

h a s  b e come ,  God e x t e n d s  h i s  mer cy  t o  t h e  e l e c t  m  t h a t  he 

c h o o s e s ,  n u r t u r e s ,  s h e l t e r s  and b l e s s e s  t h e m . 161 C l e a r l y ,  

t h e  u l t i m a t e  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  p l a n  t o  b l e s s  t h e  e l e c t  i s  

r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h e  a f t e r l i f e  ( 2 : 3 8 )  and,  s o ,  t h e  b e l i e v e r  i s  

g i v e n  t h e  hope o f  m i s e r y ' s  f i n a l  end ,  w h i c h  i s  what  t he  

r e s u r r e c t i o n  ( 7 : 2 5 )  i s  to s i g n i f y  t o  h i m  or  h e r .

One  t h i n g  G o d ' s  b l e s s i n g  m u s t  r e p r e s e n t  t e m p o r a l l y  i s  

t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  r e m o v a l  f rom t h a t  s p h e r e  o f  human l i f e  

c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  t h e  d o m i n a n c e  o f  S a t a n i c  a u t h o r i t y  ( 1 5 : 4 2 ;  

16 : 9 9 - 1 0 0  ; 1 7 : 6 5  ) . 162 Wh e r e a s  t h e  n o n - e l e c t  a r e  c o n s i g n e d

p r o p h e t s  ( i . e .  e x t r a - Q u r a n i c a l  l y ) , he i s  t he  o n l y  o n e  whom 
l a t e r  t h e o l o g i a n s  f o u n d  n e e d f u l .

1 6 1 I n t e r m s  o f  Ad a m' s  p e r s o n a l  s t a n d i n g  b e f o r e  God,  
t h e  Q u r ' a n  shows  him t o  be among t h e  e l e c t ,  f o r  God i s  s a i d  
to h a v e  c h o s e n  h i m,  r e l e n t e d  t o w a r d s  h i m and g u i d e d  him 
( 2 0 : 1 2 2 ) .  He n c e ,  m  h i s  c a s e ,  G o d ' s  g u i d a n c e  i s  
e f f i c a c i o u s ,  o r  a t  l e a s t  i t  a p p e a r s  to b e  e f f i c a c i o u s  f o r  a  
t i m e .  Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  t h e n ,  h e  may b e  s a i d  to t y p i f y  b o t h  t h e  
u n b e l i e v e r  ( i n  h i s  s i n f u l  t u r n i n g  away f r o m God)  and  the  
b e l i e v e r  ( i n  h i s  s u b m i s s i v e  r e t u r n ) .  P e r h a p s  i n  h i s  l a t e r  
d e p a r t u r e  from f a i t h  h e  i s  a l s o  t y p i c a l  o f  t h e  m u n a f i q  
( h y p o c r i t e ) ,  p r o f e s s i n g  g r a t i t u d e  wh i l e  c o m m i t t i n g  s h i r k ,
See p .  87 a b o v e ,  on Adam' s  l a t e r  b a c k s l i d i n g .

1 6 v Thi s  i s  v e r y  s i m i l a r  t o  what  i s  i l l u s t r a t e d  by t h e  
B i b l i c a l  n a r r a t i v e  o f  J ob ;  B i b l i c a l l y  a l s o ,  S a t a n ' s
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}-: t o  the d e s t r u c t i v e  a u t h o r i t y  of  S a t a n ,  S a t a n ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  to

^  b e l i e v e r s  i s  b o t h  l i m i t e d  and i d e a l l y  a c c r u e s  yet  more

d i v i n e  b l e s s i n g  to t h e i r  a c c o u n t  ( t h r o u g h  t h e i r  p e r s e v e r e n c e  

i n  f a i t h ' s  t e s t i n g ) .  So,  i n  e f f e c t  i t  i s  an i n v e r t e d  f o r m 

o f  b l e s s i n g ,  a l t h o u g h  t h a t  i s  c e r t a i n l y  f a r ,  f a r  f r o m  

S a t a n ' s  i n t e n t i o n .  ( Th i s  m a t t e r  of  r e v e r s a l  i s  of  

c o n s i d e r a b l e  s i g n i f i c a n c e ,  and s o  we m u s t  r e t u r n  t o  i t  o n c e  

we have g a i n e d  some s e n s e  o f  t h e  l a r g e r  Q u r a n i c  p i c t u r e  o f  

m a n . )

I t  f o l l o w s ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  t h e r e  c a n  be no u l t i m a t e  

t r i u m p h i n g  of  t h e  u n b e l i e v e r s  o v e r  t h e  b e l i e v e r s .  For  t h e  

u n b e l i e v e r s '  s u c c e s s e s  o v e r  the b e l i e v e r s  a r e  d i v i n e l y  

a u t h o r i z e d ,  e v e n  i f  t h e i r  i m p l e m e n t a t i o n  i s ,  m  a n o t h e r  

s e n s e ,  q u i t e  o b v i o u s l y  S a t a n i c  m  o r i g i n .  He nce ,  t h e  

t r i u m p h  o f  u n b e l i e f  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  k i l l i n g  of a  s h a h i d  

— b e  he a  common b e l i e v e r  o r  r a s u i 163- - m u s t  b e  v i e we d  as an  

a p p a r e n t  t r i u m p h  o n l y  and o n e  of  n e c e s s a r i l y  l i m i t e d  

d u r a t i o n ,  to b e  r i g h t e d  on t h e  L a s t  Day ,  i f  n o t  b e f o r e  ( e . g .  

2 : 1 5 4 ;  3 : 157- 58  , 169-7 1; 22 : 58- 59  ) .

I t  s h o u l d  be c l e a r  f r o m o u r  d i s c u s s i o n  of  G o d ' s  g r a c e  

at  work i n  t he  human s i t u a t i o n  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  much g e n e r a l  

a g r e e m e n t  b e t we e n  t h i s  and t h e  B i b l i c a l  r e a d i n g  of t h e  p o s t ­

f a l l  s i t u a t i o n .  D i v i n e  g r a c e  in r e s p o n s e  t o human s i n  h a s  

a f f e c t e d  what  we e a r l i e r  c a l l e d  t h e  p a r a d i g m  o f  c o v e n a n t

a u t h o r i t y  over  t h e  b e l i e v e r  i s  b o t h  l i m i t e d  a n d  s i t u a t i o n a l  
( s e e  Job 1 : 6 - 1 2  and 2 : 1 - 6 ) .

^  1 6 3 0n t h e  k i l l i n g  o f  Go d ' s  p r o p h e t s  a n d  m e s s e n g e r s ,
s ee  : 2 : 9 1  ; 3: 1 1 2 , 1 8 1 - 8 3 ;  4 :  155.

I________________________________________   - _______________________________________
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r e c i p r o c i t y  q u i t e  s i m i l a r l y :  t he  same t e n s i o n  b e t w e e n  G o d ' s

c o v e n a n t  f a i t h f u l n e s s  and h i s  t e m p o r a r y  s t a y i n g  of  r e w a r d s  

( t h r o u g h  common g r a c e )  p r o d u c e s  a s i m i l a r  dyna mi c  i n  whi ch  

f a i t h  and o b e d i e n c e ,  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  the p e r f e c t  w i l l  o f  God 

i n a  f a l l e n  w o r l d ,  a r e  t o o p e r a t e .  Al l  o f  t h e  e v i l s  and 

i n j u s t i c e s  p e r p e t r a t e d  a g a i n s t  b e l i e v e r s  m  t h e  p a t h  of  

g o d l y  s u b m i s s i o n  a r e  s i m i l a r l y  " wor ke d  t o g e t h e r "  f o r  t h e i r  

good ( Rom. 8 : 2 8 ) .

N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h i s  b a s i c  a g r e e m e n t ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  

a n u mb e r  o f  m a j o r  d i f f e r e n c e s ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  m  t e r m s  o f  t h e  

o p e r a t i o n  o f  s p e c i a l  g r a c e .  B r i e f l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e s e  r e l a t e  t o  

1) t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s a v i n g  g r a c e ,  2) t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t  

— a n d ,  i n p a r t i c u l a r ,  h i s  d e a t h  a n d  r e s u r r e c t i o n - - a s  t he  

p o i n t  a t  w h i c h  t h i s  g r a c e  i s  made a v a i l a b l e  t o  t h e  r a c e  and  

3) t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t he  g u i d a n c e  by w h i c h  man i s  r e d e e me d  f r om 

h i s  s t a t e  o f  l o s t n e s s .  The p o i n t  t h r o u g h o u t  i s  t h e  same:  

B i b l i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  s p e c i a l  g r a c e  ( i n d e e d ,  a l l  g r a c e )  i s  

a l t o g e t h e r  i m p o s s i b l e  ( a n d ,  h e n c e ,  i n e x p l i c a b l e )  a p a r t  f rom 

J e s u s  C h r i s t  and t h e  t r i u m p h  o f  h i s  c r u c i f i x i o n  on o u r  

b e h a 1 f .

Some of  t h e s e  d i f f e r e n c e s  a r e  d i s c e r n i b l e  i n  t h e  f a l l  

n a r r a t i v e s ,  but  i t  i s  o n l y  i n  t he  l a r g e r  Q u r a n i c  c o n t e x t  

t h a t  t hey  become f u l l y  a p p a r e n t .  H e n c e ,  we w i l l  s e t  a s i d e  

t he  f a l l  n a r r a t i v e s  a t  t h i s  p o i n t ,  r e t u r n i n g  t o  t h e i r  d a t a  

f rom t i me  t o  t i me  m  t h e  c o u r s e  of  o u r  l a r g e r  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  

t he  human s i t u a t i o n  a nd  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s a l v a t i o n .
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That  d i s c u s s i o n  w i l l  i n i t i a l l y  r e q u i r e  o u r  

r e a s s e s s m e n t  of  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man i n  t he  Q u r ' a n ,  f o r  h e r e  i t  

must  be  f r a n k l y  a c k n o w l e d g e d  t h a t  t h e  p i c t u r e  o f  man g i v e n  

by t h e  f a l l  n a r r a t i v e s  d o e s  n o t  c o n s t i t u t e  t he  whole  

d e s c r i p t i o n  of  Q u r a n i c  man,  e v e n  m  embr yo .  Th e r e  i s  a l s o ,  

r a t h e r ,  much e v i d e n c e  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  f o r  a q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  

vi ew o f  man.  T h i s  r e s u l t s  i n  a  s i t u a t i o n  wher e  t h e  

i n t e r p r e t i v e  f r amewor k  f o r  man does  not  r e a l l y  accommodat e  

t h e  m a j o r  s t r u c t u r e s  wh i c h  l o g i c a l l y  s h o u l d  have  been  b u i l t  

i n t o  i u  B u t ,  s i n c e  t h e  s e c o n d  p i c t u r e  i s  b o t h  e q u a l l y  

Q u r a n i c  and t h e  s t a n d a r d  v i ew o f  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  n o n - m y s t i c a l  

Mus l i m i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  i t s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  n o t  t o  be 

m i n i m i z e d .

The  R e l i g i o - S o c i o l o g i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e  on 
S m  a n d  S a l v a t i o n — An A l t e r n a t e  Vi ew

What s h a r p l y  d i s t i n g u i s h e s  t h e  s e c o n d  p i c t u r e  f r om 

t h e  f i r s t  i s  i t s  e s s e n t i a l l y  e x t e r n a  1 a s s e s s m e n t  o f  s i n .

Tha t  i s ,  u n l i k e  t h e  f a l l - r e l a t e d  p i c t u r e ,  t h e r e  a r e  a l s o  in 

t h e  Q u r ' a n  i n n u m e r a b l e  d a t a  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  e v i l  i s  ( a f t e r ,  

and so a l s o  b e f o r e ,  t he  f a l l )  o n l y  e x t e r i o r  t o man— o r ,  a t  

t h e  v e r y  l e a s t ,  t o  b e l i e v i n g  ma n— as t h a t  wh i ch  o n l y  

a t t a c h e s  i t s e l f  t o  him f r o m w i t h o u t .  T h i s ,  i n  t u r n ,  means  

t h a t  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  man mus t  be v i e we d  as  m o r a l l y  u n c h a n g e d ,  

w h e t h e r  h i s  n a t u r e  i s  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r ms  o f  an 

e s s e n t i a l  n e u t r a l i t y  or  o f  a p r e d i s p o s i t i o n  t o t h e  

r i g h t e o u s n e s s  of  i s l a m
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The s e c o n d  v i e w  o f  human n a t u r e  p r e s e n t s  i t s e l f  t o  

t h e  r e a d e r  i n  a numbe r  o f  ways .  Most  o b v i o u s l y ,  i t  i s  

s t r o n g l y  i m p l i e d  by t h e  Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  c o n t i n u i n g  

s i n f u l n e s s  o f  b e l i e v e r s .  R a t h e r  t ha n  p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  t r u e  

p a t h  a s  a t i t a n i c  s t r u g g l e  b e t w e e n  t h e  f o r c e s  of  good  a n d  

e v i l ,  f o u g h t  upon  t h e  b a t t l e f i e l d  of t h e  human s o u l ,  t h e  

Q u r ' a n  s e e s  t h a t  s t r u g g l e  i n  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  communal  

( i . e .  r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l )  t e r m s .  The mo s t  c u r s o r y  s t u d y  o f  

j a h a d a  i n  t h e  c o n c o r d a n c e  makes  p l a i n  t h a t  Q u r a n i c  j i h a d  i s  

p r i m a r i l y  to be  t a k e n  i n  t h i s  s e n s e ,  f o r  i t  i s  v i r t u a l l y  

a l w a y s  a s s o c i a t e d  w i t h  i s l a m  ( o r  i ma n ) , as  t h e  g r e a t  

communal  w a t e r s h e d ,  and w i t h  i t s  communal  c o n s e q u e n c e s :  

s u c h  t h i n g s  a s  p e r s e c u t i o n ,  e m i g r a t i o n ,  t h e  m i l i t a r y  

c a m p a i g n  t o r e t a k e  Mecca  f o r  t h e  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  and t he  

r e s u l t a n t  n e e d  f o r  communal  s o l i d a r i t y  ( e . g .  8 : 7 4 - 7 5 ;  

1 6 : 1 1 0 )  .

16ASee n .  142 a b o v e ,  on t h e  f i t r a  c o n c e p t .  I n  some 
r e g a r d s ,  t h i s  f u n c t i o n s  s i m i l a r l y  to t h e  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  of  
man qua i mago Dei  ( i . e .  d e s p i t e  h i s  b e i n g  f a l l e n ,  he  i s  
e s s e n t i a l l y  b o t h  a k n o we r  and a s e r v a n t  of  God as  l o n g  a s  he 
r e m a i n s  man;  e . g .  Rom.  1 : 1 8 - 2 3 ) .

As was o b s e r v e d  a b o v e ,  a number  o f  t h i n g s  h a v e  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  b e e n  done  by Mus l i m i n t e r p r e t e r s  t o  
a d j u s t  t h e  f a l l  t o f i t  w i t h  t h e  s e c o n d  p i c t u r e  of  man f o u n d  
i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  F i r s t ,  Adam' s  s i n  i s  v i e w e d  a s  a me r e  
m i s t a k e  a n d ,  s o ,  i s  r e n d e r e d  of  no g r e a t  c o n s e q u e n c e .
S e c o n d ,  i t  i s  t r e a t e d  as  somehow i n a d v e r t e n t ,  t he  p r o d u c t  of  
h i s  w e a k n e s s  o r  i n c a p a c i t y  ( e . g .  i n h e r e n t  i n  ma n ' s  
f i n i t u d e ) .  And ,  f i n a l l y ,  a s  t h e  s i n g l e  c o n s e q u e n c e  of  t h e  
f a l l  w h i c h  i s  i n e s c a p a b l y  o f  u n i v e r s a l  s c o p e  i n  i t s  
a p p l i c a t i o n ,  m a n ' s  e x i l e  f r o m t h e  Ga r d e n  i s  made f a r  l e s s  
s i g n i f i c a n t  by  t r e a t i n g  i t  i n  s t r i c t l y  l o c a l  ( g e o g r a p h i c  o r ,  
m i s t a k e n l y ,  c o s m o l o g i c a l )  t e r m s .  Both t h e  s i n  and i t s  
c o n s e q u e n c e s  h a v e  t h u s  b e e n  f a i r l y  u n i f o r m l y  m i n i m i z e d .
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I t  i s  n o t ,  Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  t h a t  t h e  Mus l i m b e l i e v e r  e v e r  

a p p e a r s  t o  be s i n l e s s .  Fo r  r ank and f i l e  b e l i e v e r s  and 

e x a l t e d  p r o p h e t s  b o t h  commi t  s i n s ,  we a r e  t o l d  ( e . g .  3 : 3 1 ;  

1 1 : 4 7 ;  2 8 : 1 4 - 1 7 ;  3 7 : 1 3 9 - 4 4 ;  3 8 : 2 1 - 2 6 ;  7 1 : 2 8 ) .  But q u i t e  

c l e a r l y  t h e  Mus l i m b e l i e v e r  i s  n e v e r  d e p i c t e d  as  ' s i n f u l '  

( i . e .  i n h e r e n t l y  w a y wa r d ) e i t h e r .  Even i f  one  were t o  

a s s ume  t h a t  t h e  b e l i e v e r  i s  so a f f l i c t e d ,  i t  i s  i n d i s p u t a b l e  

t h a t  t h i s  c o n t i n u i n g  s i n f u l n e s s  i s  s i m p l y  n e v e r  t r e a t e d  w i t h  

any  of  t h e  p a s s i o n  w i t h  wh i c h  t h e  s i n f u l n e s s  o f  t he  non-  

Mus l i m i s  t r e a t e d .  I f  t he  i n n e r  r o o t  o f  human d e p r a v i t y ,  s o  

d o mi n a n t  m  u n b e l i e v e r s ,  i s  s t i l l  p r o d u c t i v e  o f  s i n f u l  

t h o u g h t s  a nd  b e h a v i o u r  m  b e l i e v e r s ,  h e r e  s e r i o u s  a t t e n t i o n  

i s  g i v e n  o n l y  t o  t he e l i m i n a t i o n  o f  i t s  more " d e a d l y "  ( i . e .  

c ommuna l l y  v i s i b l e )  f r u i t s . 16S H e r e  t h e  p o l l u t i o n  o f  m a n ' s  

i n n e r  s p r i n g ,  s o  to s p e a k ,  i s  a l m o s t  a l t o g e t h e r  out  o f  v i e w .

Even  i f  o n e  a s s u me s  t h a t  t h e  Adam n a r r a t i v e s  a r e  t o  

be r e c k o n e d  w i t h  h e r e ,  s uch  i n n e r  c o n t a m i n a t i o n  a p p e a r s  t o

1&5No d o u b t  t h i s  r e l a t e s  t o  t he  e m p h a s i s  m  Musl im
e t h i c s  on communal  p r o p r i e t y  as  o f  g r e a t e r  i m p o r t a n c e  t h a n
p e r s o n a l  h o l i n e s s  p e r  s e .  Hence ,  i n  s p i t e  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  
p r o h i b i t i o n  of  b o t h  o u t w a r d  and i n w a r d  s i n s  ( 6 : 1 2 0 , 1 5 1 ;  
7 : 3 3 ) ,  G h a z a l i  a d v i s e s  t h a t  p r i v a t e  s i n s  a r e  mor e  t o l e r a b l e  
t h a n  p u b l i c  s i n s ,  t h a t  a d u l t e r y  o r  any o t h e r  s i n  c o mmi t t e d  
i n  s e c r e c y  i s  l e s s  e v i l  t h a n  t he  s ame  s i n  i n d u l g e d  i n  wi t h  
p u b l i c  ( c o mmu n a l )  k n o w l e d g e .  Such a  c a t e g o r i c a l  a p p r a i s a l  
s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  d e c e i t  i n  a t t e m p t i n g  t o  h i d e  
h i s  o r  h e r  s i n  e i t h e r  c a n n o t  s p r i n g  f rom e v i l  m o t i v e s  or  
e l s e  t h a t ,  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  mo r a l  t o n e  o f  t he  c o mmu n i t y ,  
q u e s t i o n s  o f  o n e ' s  m o t i v e  b e f o r e  God a r e  of  r e l a t i v e l y  
l i t t l e  c o n s e q u e n c e .  ( I n  any c a s e ,  t he  i s s u e  o f  " i n n e r  s m s "  
i s  n o t  t h e  same a s  t h a t  of  i n n e r  s i n f u l n e s s . )

The word f a h i s h a  i s  u s e d  i n  two o f  t he  t h r e e  v e r s e s
d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  a v o i d a n c e  of b o t h  i n n e r  a n d  o u t e r  
s i n ;  and t h e  n o t i o n  o f  J a h i l i  e x c e s s  s e e ms  to be  t he  t h o u g h t  
i n  a l l  t h r e e .
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p r e s e n t  no r e a l  p r o b l e m  t o  e i t h e r  m a n ' s  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  to 

God o r  t he  b e l i e v e r ' s  c a p a c i t y  to p l e a s e  God.  S t r o n g  

communal  a l l e g i a n c e ,  s a l a t  and  the  o t h e r  p r e s c r i b e d  

e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  f a i t h  a r e  a p p a r e n t l y  h e l d  t o  be q u i t e  

s u f f i c i e n t  t o  r emedy o r  a t  l e a s t  e f f e c t  t h e  c o n t a i n i n g  and 

c o v e r i n g  of  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  s i n  n e c e s s a r y  u n t i l  s i n  and Sa t a n  

a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  d e c i s i v e l y  on t h e  L a s t  Day.  Al l  o f  t he  

p a s s a g e s  c i t e d  a b ove  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h e  human bent  

t o w a r d s  e v i l  a d d r e s s  t h e  s i n s  o f  u n b e l i e v e r s . 166 Hence ,  i t  

woul d  a p p e a r  t h a t  s i n ' s  p e n e t r a t i o n  o f  t he  b e l i e v e r ' s  h e a r t  

- - a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h a t  of t h e  u n b e l i e v e r — i s  s h a l l o w .  ( B u t ,  

t h e n ,  i t  mus t  be r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  f o r  t h e  mo s t  p a r t  t r e a t m e n t  

o f  t h e s e  q u e s t i o n s  i s  o b l i q u e ,  s u g g e s t i n g  t h e i r  l ow p r i o r i t y  

on  t h e  c o m m u n a l l y - o r i e n t e d  Q u r a n i c  a g e n d a . )

The r e a s o n  f o r  t h i s  i s  t h a t  a g i v e n  s i n ' s  t r e a t m e n t  

i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i s  g e n e r a l l y  c o mme n s u r a t e  w i t h  i t s  o v e r t n e s s .  

A c c o r d i n g l y ,  p r i d e ' s  g r o s s e r  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s - - t h e  

u n b e l i e v e r ' s  a r r o g a n t  r e f u s a l  t o  s u b m i t  to Muhammad' s  

p r o p h e t i c  a u t h o r i t y  and i d e n t i f y  w i t h  t h e  Mus l i m umma, f o r  

e x a m p l e — a r e  condemned  m  t he  s t r o n g e s t  t e r m s  p o s s i b l e .  Of 

p r i d e ' s  more c o v e r t  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  ( p r i d e  o f  o n e ' s  p i e t y ,  

f o r  e x a m p l e ) ,  o f  p r i d e ' s  s e e m i n g l y  ' p l e a s a n t e r '  s i d e ,  

v i r t u a l l y  n o t h i n g  i s  s a i d .  The same i s  t r u e  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  

t r e a t m e n t  of  h y p o c r i s y :  t h e  t r e a c h e r y  of  d e l i b e r a t e ,

r e l i g i o - p o l i t i c a l  ( t r e a s o n o u s )  d e c e p t i o n  o c c u p i e s  t he  

Q u r ' a n ' s  e n t i r e  f o c u s  h e r e ,  w h i l e  n o t h i n g  w h a t e v e r  i s  s a i d

166 See p . 97 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

1

123

of  t h a t  d u p l i c i t y  o f  h e a r t  w i t h  wh i c h  e v e n  t he  b e s t  o f  

b e l i e v e r s  a r e  a f f l i c t e d .  N a t u r a l l y ,  t h i s  t r e a t m e n t  o f  s m  

t e n d s  m a r k e d l y  t o w a r d  a r a t h e r  l e s s  i n s i d i o u s  v i e w  o f  e v i l  

t h a n  one wo u l d  e x p e c t ,  g i v e n  t h e  s t r o n g  Q u r a n i c  e mp h a s i s  on 

t h e  d e c e i t f u l n e s s  o f  s i n  and o f  S a t a n  ( e . g .  3 : 1 4 ;  6 : 4 3 ;  

1 5 : 3 9 ;  4 0 : 3 7 ) .

Al l  o f  t h i s ,  of c o u r s e ,  r e l a t e s  d i r e c t l y  t o t h e  

Q u r ' a n ' s  p r e o c c u p a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  " w a t e r s h e d  s m s " ;  t h a t  i s ,  

w i t h  t h o s e  s i n s  w h i c h  p u s h  t h e  s i n n e r  a c r o s s  t h e  b o u n d a r y  

b e t w e e n  f a i t h  and u n b e l i e f ,  b e t we e n  t h e  c o m m u n a l l y - d e f i n e d  

c a u s e s  of  g o o d  and e v i l ,  c o v e n a n t  b l e s s i n g  and c u r s i n g .  

He nce ,  s i n s  a r e  s i g n i f i c a n t  Q u r a n i c a l l y  t o  t he  d e g r e e  t h a t  

t h e y  r e l a t e  t o  t he  communal  c o n c e r n  f o r  g o o d  a n d  the  

o v e r t h r o w  o f  e v i l ,  a g a i n  communal l y  d e f i n e d . 167 The n e t  

e f f e c t  of  t h i s  i s  a  t h o r o u g h g o i n g  s o c i a l  d i c h o t o m y ,  a n d ,  m  

t h e  n a t u r e  o f  the Q u r ' a n ' s  a p o l o g e t i c  t h r u s t ,  t h e  f r e q u e n t  

i d e a l i z a t i o n  of  b o t h  b e l i e v e r s  and u n b e l i e v e r s .

I t  i s  t r u e  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  p o t e n t i a l  

t o  commi t  s e r i o u s  s i n  i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t  

o f  t h e  s o - c a l l e d  h a d d lf ,a o r  " b o u n d a r y "  p u n i s h m e n t s  ( 5 : 3 3 -  

3 9 ) ,  b u t  t h e  Q u r ' a n  n o wh e r e  d o c u m e n t s  t he  a c t u a l i z a t i o n  of 

t h a t  p o t e n t i a l  i n t h e  g r i e v o u s  m i s c o n d u c t  o f  t h e  f a i t h f u l  

w i t h i n  t he p r i s t i n e  umma. The l e g a l  m a t e r i a l s  f o u n d  i n  the

167F o r  a b r i e f  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  e t h i c a l  
o r i e n t a t i o n ,  s e e  a p p e n d i x  2.  T h i s  q u e s t i o n  i s  a l s o  t r e a t e d  
e x t e n s i v e l y ,  b u t  f r o m  a n o t h e r  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  i n  I z u t s u ' s  
E t h i c o - R e l i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s  ( pp .  2 0 3 - 4 9 ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ) .

16®See EI a , s . v .  " H a d d , "  s e c t i o n  one  by B.  C a r r a  de 
Vaux,  r e v i s e d  by J .  S c h a c h t .
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Q u r ' a n  n e v e r  d e a l  w i t h  t h e i r  u l t i m a t e  n e c e s s i t y ,  w h e t h e r  i t  

l i e s  m  ma n ' s  r e f u s a l  t o  a d h e r e  t o  t h e  d i v i n e l y  o r d a i n e d  

b o u n d a r i e s  o r  i n  m a n ' s  s i m p l e  i g n o r a n c e  of  t h o s e  b o u n d s .

B u t  on t h e  w h o l e  s u c h  i n - h o u s e  g u i d a n c e  i s  r a t h e r  o p t i m i s t i c  

m  t o n e ;  and t h a t ,  m  s h a r p  c o n t r a s t  t o  t h e  v a s t  Q u r a n i c  

o f f e n s i v e  a g a i n s t  u n b e l i e v e r s .

T h i s  communal  a s p e c t  p o i n t s  t o a  r a t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n t  

o m i s s i o n  m  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  t r e a t m e n t  of  s i n .  I t  i s  t h a t  t h e r e  

i s  t o  be  f o u n d  t h e r e  no c h a l l e n g i n g  of  t h e  J a h i l T  c o n c e p t  of 

m o r a l i t y ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  w h i c h  good  and e v i l  a r e  v i e w e d  a s  

e x t e r n a l  t o t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ,  r e s i d i n g  i n s t e a d  m  t h e  t n b e - -  

e i t h e r  i n  i t s  n o b l e  o r  i t s  i g n o b l e  h e r i t a g e . 169  Gi v e n  t h e  

J a h i l T  c o n t e x t  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  t h i s  f a c t  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  be 

t a k e n  a s  o t h e r  t h a n  a  t a c i t  e n d o r s e m e n t  of  t h e  t r i b a l  

r o o t i n g  o f  m o r a l  v a l u e ,  e s p e c i a l l y  when so  much o f  t h e  

Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t  o f  h i s t o r y  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  i t s  nume r o u s  

d e n u n c i a t i o n s  o f  i d o l a t e r s  and i t s  p r o p h e t i c  p a n e g y r i c s )  i s  

r e m a r k a b l y  r e m i n i s c e n t  of  t h e  p r e - I s l a m i c  p o e t r y  o f  t r i b a l  

a p o l o g e t i c s .  (And,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  was d o u b t l e s s  t h a t  p o e t r y  

w h i c h  s e r v e d  s o  t o  e n t r e n c h  t h i s  c o n c e p t  of  m o r a l i t y  i n  Arab 

t h i n k i n g . )

Of c o u r s e ,  t h e  b a s i c  c h a n g e  i n t r o d u c e d  by t h e  Q u r ' a n  

h e r e  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  f a c t  t h a t ,  i n s t e a d  o f  e t h n i c i t y ,  p i e t y —

f t

1 6 9 0f  t h e  J a h i l T  a p p r o a c h  t o  m a n ' s  e t h i c a l  q u a l i t i e s ,  
P r o f e s s o r  I z u t s u  w r i t e s :  " a l l  t h e  n o b l e  q u a l i t i e s  we r e
c o n s i d e r e d  t o  r e s i d e  n o t  s o  much i n  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  member s  
o f  t h e  t r i b e  a s  i n  t h e  t r i b e  i t s e l f . "  And,  a g a i n :  " m o r a l
v i r t u e s  we r e  r a t h e r  a p r e c i o u s  communal  p o s s e s s i o n  i n h e r i t e d  
f r o m  f a t h e r s  a n d  f o r e f a t h e r s . "  E t h i c o - R e 1i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s ,  p.  
62 .
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t h e  h e a r t ' s  e t h i c o - r e l i g i o u s  a l l e g i a n c e - - w a s  made t h e  

d e t e r m i n i n g  f a c t o r  m  t h e  g r e a t  s u p e r t r i b a l  c o n t e s t  o u t l i n e d  

i n  t he  Qu r a n i c  h i s t o r y  of  t he  r a c e . 170 But ,  o t h e r w i s e ,  t he  

o l d  Arab c o n c e p t i o n  o f  t r i b a l  n o b i l i t y  a p p e a r s  to have  been 

t r a n s p o s e d  i n t a c t  i n t o  t h i s  new c o n c e p t i o n  o f  a s u p e r t r i b a l  

d i c h o t o m y :  good and e v i l  a p p e a r  t o r e s i d e  m  t h e  ' f a m i l i e s '

o f  f a i t h  and u n b e l i e f  r e s p e c t i v e l y .  And,  h e n c e ,  one  would 

i n i t i a l l y  g a m  a c c e s s  t o  t h e  r i c h  h e r i t a g e  o f  t h e  ’ f a m i l y '  

o f  f a i t h ,  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  p r o p h e t i c  h e r o e s ,  by t h e  s i mp l e  

a c t  of  h i s  f a m i l i a l  ( t h a t  i s ,  h i s  s u p e r t r i b a l )  a f f i l i a t i o n  

a n d  a l l e g i a n c e .  Th i s  s o r t  of  communal  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  

q u e s t i o n s  of  m o r a l i t y  n a t u r a l l y  e x c l u d e d  much p o s s i b i l i t y  of  

t r e a t i n g  s e r i o u s l y  e i t h e r  t h e  s i n s  of  b e l i e v e r s  o r  t h e i r  

c o n t i n u i n g  d e p r a v i t y  ( a c c o r d i n g  to t h e  A d a m - r e l a t e d  vi ew of  

m a n ) .

On t h e  o t h e r  s i d e  o f  t he  l i n e ,  t h e  p e r h a p s  r e l a t e d  

i s s u e  of  i n d i v i d u a l  n o n - r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was  a p o i n t  o f  d i r e c t  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  J a h i l T  v i e w.  But  even  t h e r e  t he  

J a h i l T  Arab was u r g e d  ( i m p l i c i t l y ,  a t  l e a s t )  t o  a c t u a l i z e  

p e r s o n a l l y  t h e  n o b i l i t y  of  h i s  t r i b e  ( a s  o p p o s e d  t o  

d e m o n s t r a t i n g  t h e  d e s p i c a b l e  c h a r a c t e r  o f  r i v a l  t r i b e s ) . 171 

L i k e w i s e ,  as  a r u l e ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  e x h o r t s  member s  of  t h e  

s u p e r t r i b a l  communi t y  o f  I s l a m  p o s i t i v e l y  t o  e m u l a t e  Abraham 

and  o t h e r  n o b l e  p r o p h e t s  o f  t he  communi ty of  f a i t h ' s  e a r l i e r

1 TOI b i d . ,  p p . 5 8 - 6 1 .

C 171The J a h i l T  Ar ab  " f e l t  h i m s e l f  c h a r g e d  w i t h  t he  
s a c r e d  d u t y  of  t r a n s m i t t i n g  [ h i s  t r i b a l  h o n o u r ]  unha r med ,  or  
e v e n  g r e a t l y  i n c r e a s e d ,  t o  h i s  p o s t e r i t y " ;  i b i d . ,  pp .  62 - 6 3 .

i ________________ _____ __________________________
Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

126

g e n e r a t i o n s ,  a l l  t h e  w h i l e  w a r n i n g  of  t h e  s ad  a l t e r n a t i v e  i n  

i t s  n o t  i n f r e q u e n t  d e n i g r a t i o n s  o f  t h o s e  r e f u s i n g  t o  s u b m i t  

t o  God and y i e l d  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  p r o p h e t s . 172

Hence ,  t h e  i s s u e  o f  i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was 

p a r t l y  a m a t t e r  o f  e m p h a s i s .  Some J a h i l T  A r a b s  woul d  have 

e m p h a s i z e d  t he  s i m p l e  f a c t  o f  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  

( r i g h t )  t r i b e ,  w i t n  a l l  i t  s i g n i f i e d  of  i n h e r e n t  n o b i l i t y ,  

w h i l e ,  f o r  o t h e r s ,  t r i b a l  a l l e g i a n c e  p r i m a r i l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  

t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  s t r i v i n g  t o  c o n f o r m t o  t h e  t r i b a l  i d e a l  o f  

n o b i l i t y .  ( I n d e e d ,  a g i v e n  Ar ab  may a t  t i m e s  h a v e  

e m p h a s i z e d  t he  one  and a t  t i m e s  t h e  o t h e r . )  And t h e s e  same 

two e m p h a s e s ,  b u t  o f  c o u r s e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  t o  t h e  Mus l i m

s u p e r t r i b e ,  a p p e a r  t o  b e  e q u a l l y  p r e s e n t  m  t h e  Q u r a n i c

t r e a t m e n t  o f  m o r a l i t y .

I f  t h e r e  we r e  a n y  r e a l  p o i n t  of  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n  

i n d i v i d u a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  and  communal  m o r a l  v a l u e - - w h e t h e r  

J a h i l T  o r  Q u r a n i c - - i t  w o u l d  c o n c e i v a b l y  be a t  t h e  p o i n t s  of  

e i t h e r  c o n v e r s i o n  o r  b a c k s l i d i n g .  But  t h e  one who r e v e r t s  

i s  Q u r a m c a l l y  c o n s i d e r e d  t o  h a v e  b e en  an  u n b e l i e v e r  m  

d i s g u i s e  a l l  a l o n g .  And,  s o ,  m  s u c h  a c a s e  b o t h  h i s  o r  h e r  

c o n v e r s i o n  and i t s  l a t e r  u n d o i n g  a r e  a p p a r e n t  o n l y .  I n  t h e  

c a s e  o f  a t r u e  b e l i e v e r ' s  c o n v e r s i o n ,  J a h i l T  t r i b a l i s m  

a l l o w e d  f o r  t he  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  a t r i b e ' s  i n c l u s i o n  o f  a l i e n

i n d i v i d u a l s  ( o r  g r o u p s )  who t h u s  a s s u me d  a " c l i e n t "  o r  mawla

17aT h i s  i s  why t h e  Q u r ' a n  i s  so g e n e r a l l y  a m b i v a l e n t  
i n  i t s  a t t i t u d e  t o  t h e  P e o p l e  o f  t h e  Book:  a t  t i m e s  a n d  i n

f t  c e r t a i n  r e s p e c t s  t h e s e  q u a s i - s u p p o r t e r s  o f  t h e  Mu s l i m c a u s e
d e m o n s t r a t e d  t r u e  I s l a m i c  n o b i l i t y  and a t  t i m e s  and  i n  o t h e r  
r e s p e c t s  j u s t  i t s  o p p o s i t e .
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^  s t a t u s  a n d ,  so,  c o u n t e d  as t h e  p e o p l e  t o  whom t h e y

b e l o n g e d . 373 I n  o t h e r  w o r d s ,  s i n c e  a c h a n g e  o f  t r i b a l  

a l l e g i a n c e  was p o s s i b l e ,  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  c a l l  f o r  t he  p a g a n ' s  

c o n v e r s i o n  to t h e  Mus l i m umma wou l d  have  had t h e  f o r c e  of  

c a l l i n g  t h e  a l i e n  to j o i n  t h e  t r u l y  n o b l e  s u p e r t r i b e  of  

I s 1a m .

P r e s u m a b l y  t he  v e r y  f a c t  o f  such a c o n v e r s i o n  

d e m o n s t r a t e d  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  ' m i s t a k e n n e s s '  of  t h e  c o n v e r t ' s  

p r e v i o u s  a l i e n n e s s .  And t h e  r e v e r s e  of t h i s  a p p e a r s  t o  be 

t r u e  a l s o :  as we have  j u s t  i n d i c a t e d ,  t h o s e  Mu s l i ms  o f

w a v e r i n g  l o y a l t y  were c a t e g o r i z e d  a s  " h y p o c r i t e s "  o r ,  a t  t h e  

v e r y  l e a s t ,  t hey  were w a r n e d  of  t h e  g r a v e  d a n g e r  of s o  

p r o v i n g  t o  have a l l  a l o n g  b e e n  f a l s e  b e l i e v e r s  ( 2 : 8 - 2 0 ;  

3 : 1 6 7 - 6 8 ;  4 : 1 3 7 - 4 6 ;  2 9 : 1 0 - 1 1 ;  6 1 : 2 - 3 ) .  As f o r  t h e  t r u e  

b e l i e v e r ,  i n  one s e n s e ,  he o r  she i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  g ood ;  

w h i l e ,  m  a n o t h e r ,  o n e ' s  t r u e  g u a r a n t e e  o f  g o o d n e s s  i s  m  

t he  Mus l i m umma a n d  o n e ' s  w h o l e - h e a r t e d  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  i t .

Then ,  t o o ,  h o w e v e r  much t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  t he  f i r s t  

Mus l i m umma d e p e n d e d  on  c o n v e r s i o n ,  the n a t u r e  o f  t h a t  

i n i t i a l  c r i s i s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  l i k e  b i r t h ,  t e n d e d  t o  be 

f o r g o t t e n  i n  t he  l i f e  w h i c h  f o l l o w e d ;  a n d ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  so 

as o n e  g e n e r a t i o n  o f  Mu s l i ms  s u c c e e d e d  a n o t h e r .  T h i s ,  of 

c o u r s e ,  was as i t  s h o u l d  h a v e  b e e n :  s u r e l y ,  f e w a s p e c t s  of

the  c r i s i s  o f  c o n v e r s i o n  we r e  e v e r  t o  be t a k e n  a s  p r o v i d i n g  

t he  communal  norm f o r  l i f e  t h e r e a f t e r .  On some l e v e l ,  t h e n ,

we a r e  h e r e  t a k i n g  i s s u e  w i t h  t he  e m p h a s i s  of  I z u t s u  on t he

€  ---------------------------------------

173S e e  S E I , s . v .  " Ma wl a . "
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Q u r ' a n ’ s r e j e c t i o n  of  t r i b a l  f o r  i n d i v i d u a l  

r e s p o n s i b i l i t y , 174* The Q u r a n i c  s t r e s s  on t h e  u t t e r  

m e a n i n g l e s s  of  t r i b a l  a f f i l i a t i o n  on t he  L a s t  Day i s  t o  be 

r e a d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  i n  t h e  c o n t e x t  of  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n - a i m e d  

p r e a c h i n g  i n  whi ch i t  o c c u r s  ( e . g . 8 0 : 3 3 - 3 7  ) .

Two p o i n t s  may be  made h e r e .  F i r s t ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i t  i s  

o n l y  e t h n i c a l l y - d e f i n e d  t r i b a l i s m  wh i c h  i s  m  v i e w .  The  

Q u r ' a n ' s  e t h i c o - r e 1 i g i o u s  r e d e f i n i t i o n  of  t r i b a l i s m ,  m  

t e r m s  o f  t h e  g r e a t  s o c i o l o g i c a l l y  d e f i n i t e  c o n t e s t  of f a i t h  

and  u n b e l i e f ,  i s  n o t  a t  a l l  u n d e r  f i r e .  ( F o r ,  a s  we h a v e  

s e e n ,  t h e  mode l  i n  s uch  m a t t e r s  as c o n v e r s i o n  and r e v e r s i o n  

h a d  t o  be t h a t  of  J a h i l T  t r i b a l i s m . )  And,  s e c o n d ,  even  such 

e t h n i c a l l y - d e f i n e d  t r i b a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  may be e x p l i c i t l y  

d e n i e d  i n  o n e  s e n s e ,  w h i l e  i t  i s  i m p l i c i t l y  a f f i r m e d  m  

a n o t h e r .  I t  i s  o n l y  t he  empl oyment  o f  t r i b a l i s m  a s  a 

b a r r i c a d e  a g a i n s t  Q u r a n i c  c a l l s  to c o n v e r s i o n  wh i c h  i s  

f l a t l y  c o n d e m n e d . 175

A n o t h e r  f a c t o r  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t he  s e c o n d  v i e w ' s  

m i n i m i z a t i o n  of  e v i l  i s  t h e  a b s e n c e  o f  any t h o r o u g h g o i n g  

c o n c e p t  of  s a c r i f i c i a l  a t o n e m e n t  or  e x p i a t i o n ,  n o t e d

174I z u t s u ,  E t h i c o - R e l i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s ,  pp.  5 9 - 6 2 ;  c f .  
W. Mont gomery Wat t ,  Muhammad a t  Mecca ( O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  
P r e s s ,  1 953 ) ,  pp.  19 ,  25.

175The l i m i t e d  n a t u r e  o f  even s u c h  c o n d e m n a t i o n  must  
b e  c l e a r  f rom the f a c t  t h a t  t h e  e t h n i c a l l y - d e f i n e d  t r i b e ' s  
e x p r e s s i n g  a ' g r o u p  d e c i s i o n '  t o  g i v e  i t s  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t he  
Mus l i m c a u s e  was r e a d i l y  a c c e p t a b l e  t o  Muhammad: a s  a
f a c i l i t a t o r  o f  c o n v e r s i o n ,  t r i b a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  was  a l l o w e d  
( i t  was  onl y  d i s a l l o w e d  a s  a b a r r i e r  t o  c o n v e r s i o n ) .  S o ,  we 
m i g h t  s a y  t h a t  t he  Q u r ' a n  e mp l o y s  i n d i v i d u a l i s m  o n l y  t o 
o f f s e t  t h e  a b u s e  o f  t r i b a l i s m .  We a r e  not  l o o k i n g  a t  a n y  
s o r t  o f  w h o l e s a l e  e x c h a n g e .
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e a r l i e r .  F u r t h e r ,  c e n t r a l  to Q u r a n i c  s o t e r i o l o g y ,  t he  

c o n c e p t  of  p r o p h e t h o o d ,  r e l a t e s  most  b a s i c a l l y  t o  man ' s  need 

o f  g u i d a n c e  a n d  o n l y  s e c o n d a r i l y  t o  h i s  n e e d  of  f o r g i v e n e s s  

a n d  i n n e r  c l e a n s i n g .  And c o n s o n a n t  w i t h  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  

ir.T n i m i z a t i o n  o f  s a c r i f i c e  i s  i t s  i m p l i c i t  e x c l u s i o n  of  any  

n o t i o n  o f  p r i e s t h o o d :  s a c r i f i c e  i s  s o  o c c a s i o n a l  an e v e n t

a s  to r e q u i r e - - i n d e e d , a s  t o be a b l e  t o  s u s t a i n - - n o  d i s t i n c t  

p r i e s t l y  o f f i c e .

I t  i s  n o t  r e m a r k a b l e ,  t h e n ,  t h a t  Mus l i m i n t e r p r e t e r s  

- - s o me  o f  t h e  m y s t i c s  e x c e p t e d - - h a v e  v i e w e d  m a n ' s  mora l  

d e f i c i e n c y  m  t e r ms  o f  a s i m p l e  l a c k  o f  k n o w l e d g e ,  not  

p r i m a r i l y  i n  t e r m s  o f  f o r g i v e n e s s  ( t h e  r e m o v a l  of  g u i l t )  and 

t h e  r emedy o f  h i s  r a d i c a l  p e r v e r s i o n  o f  w i l l .  As we h a ve  

s e e n ,  t h i s  d e f i c i e n c y  of  k n o w l e d g e  h a s  o f t e n  been  r e l a t e d  to 

m a n ' s  f i n i t u d e .  And,  s i n c e  a l l  s u c h  d e f i c i e n c y  h a s  been 

a s s u me d  t o  h a v e  b e e n  met  b o t h  s i m p l y  a n d  e f f i c i e n t l y  ( b u t ,  

s e e m i n g l y ,  o n l y  t e m p o r a r i 1 y - - a t  l e a s t ,  u n t i l  t h e  g i v i n g  o f  

t h e  Q u r ' a n ) 176 by me a n s  o f  t he  d i v i n e  g u i d a n c e  of  s p e c i a l  

r e v e l a t i o n  t h r o u g h  p r o p h e t i c  u t t e r a n c e ,  man a p p e a r s  to be 

m o r a l l y  n e u t r a l ,  n e i t h e r  w i l l f u l l y  b l i n d  t o t h e  t r u t h  a b o u t  

h i m s e l f  and Go d ,  n o r  b a s i c a l l y  p e r v e r s e  w i t h  r e s p e c t  to 

f o l l o w i n g  a f t e r  t he  g o o d . 177 He n c e ,  a s i d e  f r o m  h i s  need o f

1 7 6 P r o p e r l y  b e l o n g i n g  t o t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  of  
p r o p h e t i c  r e v e l a t i o n ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  
p e r m a n e n c e  of  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  Q u r a n i c  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  one  wh i c h  
c a n  o n l y  be t o u c h e d  o n  h e r e  ( s e e  n .  189 b e l o w ) .

1 7 7 I f  s u c h  b l i n d n e s s  and p e r v e r s i t y  a r e  t h o u g h t  t o  
f i g u r e  a t  a l l  i n  m a n ' s  ( o r ,  a t  l e a s t ,  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s )  s i n ,  
t h e n  i t  mus t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s e c o n d a r y  h e r e ,  by ­
p r o d u c t s  o f  h i s  ( o r  h e r )  s e v e r e  e p i s t e m o l o g i c a l  l i m i t a t i o n s .
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f o r g i v e n e s s  ( w h i c h  may,  f r o m  t h i s  p o i n t  of  v i e w ,  be  

c o n s i d e r e d  e s s e n t i a l l y  c o s m e t i c ,  s i n c e  t h e  s i n s  we r e  

c o m m i t t e d  t h r o u g h  s i m p l e  i g n o r a n c e ) ,  h e  n e e d s  o n l y  t o 

r e s p o n d  t o  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  word w i t h  h i s  u n m e a s u r e d  

s u b m i s s i o n .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  G o d ' s  mercy i s  b e l i e v e d  e a s i l y  t o

o v e r l o o k  and u l t i m a t e l y  t o  d i s p e n s e  w i t h  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s

m o r a l  f a u l t s  ( i . e .  i n c l u d i n g  a l l  o f  t h e  s m a l l e r  s i n s ) ,  a s

o n e  " f o r g i v e s "  a c h i l d ' s  i n c a p a c i t y  t o  t h i n k  o r  b e h a v e  i n  an

a d u l t  m a n n e r . 178 U n l i k e  t h e  mor e  s e r i o u s  s i n s ,  t h e  s m a l l e r

s i n s  a r e  no t  v i e w e d  a s  i n  any s e n s e  d e n y i n g  o n e ' s  a l l e g i a n c e

t o  t h e  Mu s l i m umma. H e n c e ,  we r e a d :

I f  you a v o i d  t h e  h e i n o u s  s m s  t h a t  a r e  f o r b i d d e n  
y o u ,  We w i l l  a c q u i t  you  of  y o u r  e v i l  d e e d s ,  and  
a d m i t  y o u  by t h e  g a t e  of  h o n o u r .  ( 4 : 3 1  A r b e r r y )

An d ,  a g a i n ,  b e l i e v e r s  a r e  d e s c r i b e d  n e g a t i v e l y  as  " t h o s e  who

a v o i d  t h e  h e i n o u s  s m s  a n d  i n d e c e n c i e s . . . "  ( 42 : 37 A r b e r r y ;

c f .  5 3 : 3 2 ) .  H e n c e ,  t h e  Mus l i m r e a d e r  c o n c l u d e s ,  n o t

u n j u s t i f i a b l y ,  t h a t  "God w i l l  p a r d o n  o r  o v e r l o o k  m e n ' s  [ i . e .

t h e  b e l i e v e r s ' ]  l a p s e s ,  p r o v i d e d  t h e i r  o v e r a l l  p e r f o r m a n c e

i s  good"  ( s e e  3 9 : 3 3 - 3 5 ) .  So ,  w h i l e  t h e  r e c o r d  of  human

h i s t o r y  g i v e n  by t h e  Q u r ' a n  ( o f  t h e  u n b e l i e v e r s '  r e j e c t i o n

o f  t h e  f o r m e r  p r o p h e t s ,  e t c . )  i s  p l a i n l y  p e s s i m i s t i c ,  t h e

1 7 S I t  w i l l  a t  once  be  r e c o g n i z e d  t h a t  s u c h  an
e s t i m a t e  of  m a n ' s  e t h i c a l  c a p a c i t y  i s  e n t i r e l y  c o n s i s t e n t  
w i t h  w h a t  was s e e n  o f  t h e  a p p a r e n t  Q u r a n i c  r e s e r v e  i n  
d e a l i n g  w i t h  m a n ' s  i m a g i n g  of  God and t h e  r e s u l t a n t
r e s t r i c t i o n  o f  t he  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i n  n o n - p r o p i n q u i t o u s  t e r m s
( e . g .  o f  a c a t e g o r i c a l  M a s t e r - s e r v a n t  d i s j u n c t i o n ) .
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Q u r ' a n  may b e  s a i d  t o  b e  ma r k e d l y  " o p t i m i s t i c  w i t h  r e g a r d  t o  

t h e  s e q u e l  o f  human e n d e a v o u r  [ i . e .  i n  t h e  Mus l i m u mma ] . " 179

C

l 7 9 F a z l u r  Rahman,  Ma j o r  Themes  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  
( M i n n e a p o l i s :  S i b l i o t h e c a  I s l a m i c a ,  1 9 8 0 ) ,  p .  3 0 .  He n c e ,  
Rahman i s  b o t h  r i g h t  and  wrong i n  s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e  Q u r ' a n  
p o s s e s s e s  n o t h i n g  o f  P a u l ' s  " a t t i t u d e  of  s e l f - t o r m e n t  and 
mora.l f r e n z y "  ( i b i d . ) .  He i s  r i g h t  i n  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e r e  
i s  n o t h i n g  t h e r e  a k i n  t o  P a u l ' s  m o r a l  s c r u p u l o u s n e s s  a s  
e v i d e n c e d  i n  Romans 7;  t h i s  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  
communal  o r i e n t a t i o n  of  Q u r a n i c  e t h i c s ,  a s  o p p o s e d  t o  t h e  
p r e d o m i n a n t l y  p e r s o n a l  ( o r  e x i s t e n t i a l )  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  
B i b l i c a l  e t h i c s  ( o n  t h i s ,  s ee  n .  148 a b o v e ) .

Her e  we m i g h t  a l m o s t  s a y  t h a t  t h e  t wo Q u r a n i c  
c a t e g o r i e s  o f  s i n ,  w a t e r s h e d  s i n s  a n d  l e s s e r  o f f e n s e s ,  a r e  
d i f f e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  b a s i c  o r i e n t a t i o n .  F o r ,  u l t i m a t e l y ,  
u n b e l i e v e r s  a r e  i s o l a t e d  i n d i v i d u a l s  ( i . e .  n o t  a ' c o mmu n i t y '  
i n  G o d ' s  e y e s )  a n d ,  s o ,  t h e i r  d i s q u a l i f y i n g  s m s  a r e  v e r y  
much a n  e x i s t e n t i a l  r e a l i t y ;  i . e .  d i r e c t  o f f e n s e s  a g a i n s t  
God.  The p i c t u r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t ,  h o w e v e r ,  f o r  t h e  Mus l i m.  On 
t h e  one  h a n d ,  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  m a j o r  s i n s  v i o l a t e  t h e  n o b i l i t y  
o f  t h e  c o mmu n i t y ,  o n  t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  h i s  o r  h e r  l e s s e r  
o f f e n s e s  a r e  ' a m e l i o r a t e d '  by h i s  o r  h e r  a c t i v e  
p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  l i f e  of  t h e  c ommuni t y  by good  d e e d s  and 
a l s o  ( a p p a r e n t l y )  by  t h e  s i m p l e  f a c t  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  
i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  w i t h  t he  n o b l e  umma.

Rahman i s ,  h o w e v e r ,  u n f a i r  t o  P a u l  i n  h i s  r e f e r r i n g  
o n l y  t o  t h e  a p o s t l e ' s  s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  mor a l  
d i l e m m a ,  w i t h o u t  b o t h e r i n g  t o  make a n y  m e n t i o n  o f  h i s  
s t a t e m e n t  o f  t h e  d i l e m m a ' s  s o l u t i o n  i n  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c h a p t e r  
(Rom.  8 ) .  S u c h  t r e a t m e n t  of  P a u l  f a l s e l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  
" s e l f - t o r m e n t "  and " m o r a l  f r e n z y "  a r e  t o  be  t h e  o r d e r  o f  t he  
da y  f o r  C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e v e r s ,  a s  i f  t h e y  r e l a t e d ,  no t  t o  t h e  
B i b l e ' s  d i a g n o s i s ,  b u t  t o  i t s  c u r e .

Gi v e n  t h e  c e n t r a l  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  t h e i r  communal  
c o n c e r n s ,  i t  i s  n a t u r a l  t h a t  Mu s l i ms  f o c u s  p r i m a r i l y  on t h e  
s e c o n d  Q u r a n i c  p i c t u r e .  And ( l i k e  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i t s e l f )  t h e y  
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  make no e f f o r t  t o  a c h i e v e  any s o r t  o f  
t h o r o u g h g o i n g  i n t e g r a t i o n  of  t h e  two p i c t u r e s ,  t r e a t i n g  
m a n ' s  r e a l  d e p r a v i t y  o n l y  i n  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  t h o s e  r e s i s t i n g  
t h e  G o d - o r d a i n e d  g o a l s  o f  t h e  umma.  I n  a s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  i t  
may be s a i d  t h a t  t h e  Mus l i m c ommuni t y  h a s  f a i t h f u l l y  
m a i n t a i n e d  t h e  s p i r i t  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i n  i t s  s o c i a l l y  
d i c h o t o m i z e d  v i e w  c f  man,  r e l a t i v e  t o  t h e  t wo  b a s i c  
r e s p o n s e s  t o  t h e  me s s a g e  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n :  t h e  b e l i e v e r s '
r e s p o n s e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  n o t  b a s i c a l l y  askew i n  
t h e i r  s p i r i t u a l  o r i e n t a t i o n ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  r e s p o n s e  of  t h e  
u n b e l i e v e r s  ( h y p o c r i t e s  i n c l u d e d )  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  t h e  
o p p o s i t e  i s  t r u e  o f  t hem.

The t r a d i t i o n s  d e a l  w i t h  t h i s  d i c h o t o m y  by s a y i n g ,  on 
t h e  one h a n d ,  t h a t  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  f a i t h - s u b m i s s i o n  i s  t h e  
e s s e n t i a l l y  human o n e  (on f i t r a , s e e  n n .  142 and 164 a b o v e )

I,.
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The v i t a l  i s s u e  i n  t h i s  i s  t h a t  o f  f a i t h  v e r s u s  

u n b e l i e f .  At t h i s  p o i n t ,  D i r k  B a k k e r ' s  o v e r - c o n c e r n  f o r  t h e  

c h r o n o l o g i c a l  s e q u e n c e  o f  t h e  s u r a s  ( and  f o r  d e v e l o p m e n t s  i n  

Muhammad' s  p s y c h o l o g i c a l  s t a t e  o v e r  t h e  c o u r s e  o f  h i s  

p r o p h e t i c  c a r e e r )  has  done  h i m d i s s e r v i c e .  He q u a l i f i e s  T o r  

A n d r a e ' s  s t a t e m e n t  c o n c e r n i n g  t he  p r e d o m i n a n t l y  p e s s i m i s t i c  

n a t u r e  of  t h e  Q u r a n i c  v i e w o f  man,  s a y i n g  t h a t  i t  i s  

a p p l i c a b l e  t o  t h e  o l d e s t  p a r t s  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  b u t  n o t  t o  t h e  

l a t e r  o n e s .  He w r i t e s :

I n  t h e  p r o g r e s s i v e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f  Muhammad' s  
p r e a c h i n g . . .  t h e  p e s s i m i s t i c  t e n d e n c y  f a l l s  more  
and mor e  i n t o  t h e  b a c k g r o u n d  a n d  v a n i s h e s  
e n t i r e l y .  So one mi g h t  s o o n e r  say t h a t  f o r  t he  
most  p a r t  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i s  f a r  f r o m p e s s i m i s t i c ,  
i n d e e d  even  o p t i m i s t i c . 180

a nd ,  on t h e  o t h e r ,  t h a t  S a t a n ' s  e v i l  ' t o u c h '  c o n t a m i n a t e s  
e v e r y  newbor n  e n t e r i n g  t h e  w o r l d ;  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  o n l y  Mary 
and J e s u s  a r e  b e l i e v e d  t o  be e x c e p t i o n s  t o  t h i s  ( s e e  
P a r r i n d e r  on  3 : 3 6 — g i v e n  as  3 : 3 1 / 3 5 — J e s u s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n , p .  
6 2 ) .  S a t a n ’ s t o u c h ,  t h e n ,  a p p e a r s  t o  make some p e o p l e  v e r y  
s u s c e p t i b l e  t o  t h e  a p p e a l  of  a n t i - I s l a m i c  i n f l u e n c e s  
( n o t a b l y ,  t h e  i n f l u e n c e  o f  t h e i r  u n b e l i e v i n g  p a r e n t s )  and,  
s o ,  we m i g h t  s a y ,  f i t r a  doe s  no t  ' t a k e '  i n  t h e i r  c a s e .
T h u s ,  t he  t r a d i t i o n s  h a v e  a t t e m p t e d  t o  a c c o mmo d a t e  m a n ' s  
p o t e n t i a l  f o r  b o t h  good and e v i l .  I n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  
b e l i e v e r ,  t h e  e f f e c t  o f  S a t a n ' s  d e f i l e m e n t  i s  communa l l y  
c o n f i n e d  t o  e x p r e s s i o n  i n  t h e  l e s s e r  o f f e n s e s ;  w h e r e a s ,  m  
t h a t  o f  t h e  u n b e l i e v e r ,  h i s  o r  h e r  s e l f - e x c l u s i o n  f r om t he  
umma e f f e c t i v e l y  d e n i e s  t h e  mor e  b a s i c  f i t r a .  (Of  c o u r s e ,  
a s  we have s e e n ,  c o n v e r s i o n  a n d  b a c k s l i d i n g  may r e v e r s e  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n ,  d e m o n s t r a t i n g  wha t  i s  t r u l y  e s s e n t i a l  t o a  g i v e n  
i n d i v i d u a l ' s  e t h i c o - r e l i g i o u s  o r i e n t a t i o n . )

%aoMan i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n , p .  53;  An d r a e  Der U r s p r u n g  des  
I s l a m s  und d as  C h r i s t e n t u m  ( S t o c k h o l m - U p p s a l a :
K y r k o h i s t o r i c k  A r s s k r i f t ,  1 9 2 6 ) ,  p .  88.

In h i s  p r i m a r y  c o n c e r n  f o r  Muhammad ' s  p r o p h e t i c  
e x p e r i e n c e  and  i t s  i s s u e  i n  h i s  e n c o u n t e r  w i t h  t h e  p a g a n s ,  
e t c . ,  A n d r a e ' s ma r k e d  t e n d e n c y  i s  t o  f o c u s  on t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  
u n b e l i e v e r - r e l a t e d  v i ew o f  man,  t o  t h e  e x c l u s i o n  of  i t s  
s e c o n d  p i c t u r e .  By c o n t r a s t ,  Ba k k e r  e x p l a i n s  w h a t  he  v i ews  
a s  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  r a d i c a l  c h a n g e  i n  o u t l o o k  and t o n e  s i m p l y  i n  
t e r m s  of  Muhammad' s  mood,  t h e  r e f l e c t i o n  o f  h i s  s e n s e  of  
p o s i t i v e  a c h i e v e m e n t  ( p p .  5 3 - 5 4 ) .
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^  T h i s  o v e r s t a t e s  t he  c a s e ,  f o r  t h e  Medi nan  m a t e r i a l  i s

c s i m i l a r l y  p e s s i m i s t i c  when i t  a d d r e s s e s  t he  t r e a c h e r o u s  ( o r

s i m p l y  u n r e s p o n s i v e )  S c r i p t u a r i e s  ( e . g .  2 : 8 3 - 1 0 3 ;  3 : 1 7 6 - 8 4 ;  

2 2 : 4 2 - 4 8 ) .  Whenever  t h e  Q u r ' a n  c o n f r o n t s  t h o s e  p r o f e s s o r s  

o f  f a i t h  who d e t e r m i n e d l y  s e t  t h e m s e l v e s  in o p p o s i t i o n  t o 

t h e  w i l l  o f  God as  r e v e a l e d  by Muhammad' s  r e v e l a t i o n s  and 

t h r o u g h  h i s  p r o p h e t i c  r u l e ,  i t  r e v e r t s  t o  t h e  p e s s i mi s m of  

i t s  Adam- and u n b e l i e v e r - r e l a t e d  v i ew o f  man.  S h o u l d  s u c h  

p e r s o n s  ( r e - ) c a p i t u l a t e  to Muhammad' s p r o p h e t i c  a u t h o r i t y ,  

we may a s sume  t h a t  t h e y  woul d  i m m e d i a t e l y  be v i ewed  by him 

t h r o u g h  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  b e l i e v e r - r e l a t e d  l e n s .

T h i s  i s  s u g g e s t e d  by t he  f a c t  t h a t  t he  h e i n o u s  s i n s  

of  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  p r e - c o n v e r s i o n  ( i . e .  pa g a n )  days  a r e  a l l  

e f f e c t i v e l y  e r a s e d  by t h e  v e r y  f a c t  of  t h e  c o n v e r s i o n :

 ̂ c o n v e r s i o n  e f f e c t i v e l y  d e s i g n a t e s  s uch  s i n s  a s  ' u n r e a l , '

s i n c e  t h e y  b e l o n g  to t h e  (now a n n u l l e d )  s t a t e  o f  o n e ' s  

f o r m e r  a l i e n n e s s  to t h e  Musl i m umma. No t h i n g  e l s e  c a n  

a c c o u n t  f o r  Muhammad' s  f o r g i v e n e s s ,  h i s  u n q u a l i f i e d  

a c c e p t a n c e ,  of  a l m o s t  a l l  t h o s e  Meccans  p r e v i o u s l y  s o  

v e h e m e n t l y — and w i t h  s u c h  a p p a r e n t  f i n a l i t y — condemned  by
I

t he  Q u r ' a n  f o r  t h e i r  a r r o g a n c e  and p o l y t h e i s t i c  i d o l a t r y  

( t h a t  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e  of  t hem when Mecca 

f i n a l l y  s u b m i t t e d  to h i s  p r o p h e t i c  r u l e ) .  I t  a l s o  e x p l a i n s  

why t h e  Q u r ' a n  l a y s  no r e a l  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  of 

G o d ' s  e f f e c t i n g  i n  man any s o r t  of  deep c l e a n s i n g  wor k ,  due 

t o  s i n ' s  i n n e r  p o l l u t i o n . 181
, c  ------------------------------------------
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Q u i t e  c l e a r l y ,  t h e  a n t h r o p o l o g i c a l  d u a l i t y  i m p l i c i t  

i n  s u c h  an a p p r o a c h  i s  i n  d i a m e t r i c  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  t he  

B i b l i c a l  a s s e s s m e n t  of  m a n ' s  s i t u a t i o n . l a a  B i b l i c a l l y ,  

s i n ' s  e f f e c t  on man i s  f a r - r e a c h i n g ,  p o l l u t i n g  m a n ' s  h e a r t ,  

v i e w e d  as  t h e  i n n e r  s p r i n g  of  h i s  t h o u g h t s ,  m o t i v e s ,  

a t t i t u d e s  a n d ,  s o ,  of  t h e i r  e x t e r n a l i z a t i o n  i n  word a n d  

d e e d  (Gen.  6 : 5 ;  P r o v .  4 : 2 3 ;  J e r .  1 7 : 9 ;  M a t t .  1 2 : 3 4 ;  1 5 : 1 0 -  

20 ;  Mark 7 : 2 1 - 2 3 ) .  Thus ,  man s t a n d s  g u i l t y  and p o l l u t e d  

o e f o r e  God a n d  a l t o g e t h e r  u n a b l e  t o  e f f e c t  h i s  r e l e a s e  f rom 

s i n ' s  h o l d  on him (Rom. 5 : 6 - 3 ;  Eph.  2 : 1 - 3 ;  T i t .  3 : 3 ) .

1a 1 As we h a v e  n o t e d ,  m  a number  of  p l a c e s  t h e  
b e l i e v e r  i s  shown t o  be m  need  of  i n n e r  p u r i f i c a t i o n  ( e . g .  
7 : 4 3 ;  1 5 : 4 7 ;  5 9 : 1 0 ) ,  bu t  t h i s  i s  c l e a r l y  p e r i p h e r a l  n e x t  to 
t h e  m a j o r  s a l v i f i c  e mp h a s e s  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  on  t he  n e c e s s i t y  
o f  r e v e l a t o r y  g u i d a n c e  a n d  on communal  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  G o d ' s  
p r o p h e t ,  t h r o u g h  a c t i v e  f a i t h  and  good  d e e d s ,  as  t h e  means  
o f  o n e ' s s a l v a t i o n .

l 8 a I n  one  s e n s e ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h i s  d u a l i t y  a p p r o x i m a t e s  
t h e  B i b l i c a l  d o c t r i n e  of  j u s t i f i c a t i o n ,  wh e r e b y  God 
e x c h a n g e s  t h e  p e r f e c t  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  C h r i s t  w i t h  t he  
b e l i e v e r ' s  s i n s .  Ha v i n g  c r e d i t e d  C h r i s t  w i t h  t he  l a t t e r  ( i n  
h i s  d e a t h ) ,  God c r e d i t s  t h e  b e l i e v e r  w i t h  C h r i s t ' s  
r i g h t e o u s n e s s  a t  t h e  moment  of  h i s  o r  h e r  c o n v e r s i o n .  Th i s  
me ans  t h e  b e l i e v e r  i s  g r a n t e d  f u l l  a c c e s s  t o  Go d ' s  p r e s e n c e ,  
f u l l  r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  h i s  f e l l o w s h i p ,  b e c a u s e  o f  who he o r  she 
i s  " i n  C h r i s t . "  Bu t  s u c h  a r e a l i t y  d o e s  n o t  a l t e r  t he  f a c t  
t h a t ,  a p a r t  f r o m h i s  or  h e r  b e i n g  " i n  C h r i s t , "  t h e  b e l i e v e r  
i s  s t i l l  v e r y  much a  s i n n e r  i n  need  o f  what  mi gh t  be  c a l l e d  
t h e  g r a c i o u s  p e r s e v e r a n c e  o f  God i n  t a k i n g  one  so t h o r o u g h l y  
p o l l u t e d  r i g h t  t h r o u g h  t o  t h e  moment  o f  g l o r i f i c a t i o n  ( G o d ' s  
t o t a l  e r a d i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  e v i l  i n  t h e  h e r e a f t e r ) .

The Q u r ' a n  r e p l a c e s  C h r i s t  w i t h  t h e  umma,  t h e n ;  f o r ,  
a s  l o n g  as  he o r  s h e  r e m a i n s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  w h a t  i t  s t a n d s  
f o r ,  t h e  Mus l i m i s  h e i r  t o  a l l  i t s  u n e q u a l l e d  n o b i l i t y .
And,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  s a y s  l i t t l e  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  
b e l i e v e r ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  n e e d  of  i n n e r  t r a n s f o r m a t i o n  ( a l t h o u g h  
o n e  m i g h t  a r g u e  t h a t  t h e  c a l l  t o  p r a c t i c a l  r e a l i z a t i o n  o f  
t h e  umma' s  n o b i l i t y  i s  t h e r e  i m p l i c i t l y ,  a t  l e a s t ) .  
E x p l i c i t l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  c o m p a r a b l e  t o  t he  
B i b l e ' s  ma r ke d  e m p h a s i s  on t he  b e l i e v e r ' s  c o n t i n u i n g  q u e s t  
f o r  C h r i s t ,  h i s  o r  h e r  n e e d  of  b e i n g  r emade  i n t o  t h e  i mage  
o f  C h r i s t ,  i n  m y s t i c a l  u n i o n  w i t h  h i m.
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C o r r e s p o n d i n g  t o  s u c h  a  v i e w ,  t h e  B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t  of  

s a l v a t i o n  i s  e q u a l l y  g r e a t .  S i n c e  G o d ' s  h o l i n e s s  c a n n o t  be 

c o m p r o m i s e d ,  he  h a s  d e t e r m i n e d  t h a t  h i s  o v e r l o o k i n g  o f  s i n ' s  

g u i l t  a n d  p o l l u t i o n  r e q u i r e s  a t o n e m e n t .  Th e  work o f  

a t o n e m e n t  i s  d i v i n e l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  f r o m  b e g i n n i n g  t o  e n d ,  

t h r o u g h  t he  v o l u n t a r y  s e l f - s a c r i f i c e  o f  God i n c a r n a t e ,  

t h r o u g h  J e s u s  t he  C h r i s t .  The p e r f e c t  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  

C h r i s t  i s  t h e n  c r e d i t e d  t o  t h e  s i n n e r ,  and t h e  d e e p  i n n e r  

c l e a n s i n g  n e e d e d  t o  r e s t o r e  man t o  u n b r o k e n  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  

God i s  i n i t i a t e d  t h r o u g h  God t h e  S p i r i t ' s  w o r k  of  

r e g e n e r a t i o n ,  i s s u i n g  i n  h i s  g r a d u a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

d i v i n e  image  w i t h i n .  The Hol y  S p i r i t  a c c o m p l i s h e s  t h i s  work 

o f  s a n c t i f i c a t i o n  b y  h i s  a p p l i c a t i o n  o f  t h e  l i b e r a t i n g  t r u t h  

o f  S c r i p t u r e  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  l i f e ,  f o r  i t  i s  t h e  S p i r i t  

t h a t  r e v e a l s  C h r i s t  t h r o u g h  t h e  word o f  S c r i p t u r e  ( J o h n  3 : 3 -  

8 ;  8 : 3 1 - 3 2 ;  1 6 : 7 - 1 4 ;  1 7 : 1 7 ;  Rom, 3 : 1 9 - 2 6 ;  5 : 1 - 5 ;  Ep h .  2 : 1 -  

1 0 ;  C o l .  1 : 1 3 - 1 4 ) ,  A l l  o f  t h i s  s a l v a t i o n ,  t h e n ,  comes  t o  

man v i a  t h e  w o r k i n g s  of  G o d ' s  f r e e l y  o f f e r e d  s o v e r e i g n  

g r a c e .  For  i t  i s  t h e  s p e c i a l  g r a c e  o f  God w h i c h  a l o n e  

e f f e c t u a l l y  r e l e a s e s  him f r o m h i s  b o n d a g e  t o  s i n ,  e n a b l i n g  

h i m to c h o o s e  t h e  g o o d  and  r e m o v i n g  h i s  b l i n d n e s s  i n  t h e  

t r u e  k n o w l e d g e  o f  God and o f  h i m s e l f  ( J o h n  8 : 3 4 - 3 6 ;  1 0 : 2 6 — 

3 0 ;  A c t s  1 8 : 2 7 ;  Rom. 1 1 : 5 - 6 ;  2 C o r .  3 : 1 7 - 1 8 ;  4 : 4 - 6 ;  Ga l .

1 : 6 ,  c f .  vv .  1 5 - 1 6 ;  T i t .  3 : 4 - 7 ) .

Fr om a Q u r a n i c  p o i n t  of  v i e w ,  much o f  t h i s  i s  

e x c e s s i v e ,  i f  n o t  a g a i n s t  t h e  j u s t i c e  o f  God.  Wh i l e  t h e r e  

i s  no r o o m l e f t ,  B i b l i c a l l y ,  f o r  any v i e w  o f  s a l v a t i o n  w h i c h
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a l l o w s  f o r  i t s  b e i n g  t h e  j o i n t  p r o d u c t  o f  d i v i n e  and  human 

e f f o r t , 133 t h e  Q u r a n i c  p i c t u r e  i s  d i f f e r e n t .  I t  i s  t r u e  

t h a t  a l l  o f  t h e  v a r i o u s  p r o p h e t i c  i n i t i a t i v e s  a r e  ( a n  one 

s e n s e )  a l t o g e t h e r  d i v i n e  i n  o r i g i n ,  b u t  i t  i s  no t  c l e a r  

Q u r a n i c a l l y  t h a t  t he  human r e s p o n s e  to t h e  p r o p h e t i c  

g u i d a n c e  i s  s i m i l a r l y  e x t e r i o r  t o  man i n  t he  s e l f s a m e  

s p e c i a l  g r a c e  o f  God.  Of c o u r s e ,  c e r t a i n  i n d i v i d u a l s  a r e  

s o v e r e i g n l y  c o n s t i t u t e d  "Mus l i m"  ( a n d ,  s o ,  d e m o n s t r a t e  t h e i r  

i n h e r e n t  ' n o b i l i t y '  b y  t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  t o  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  

umma and by t h e i r  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  m  i t s  l i f e ) .  I t  i s ,  

h o w e v e r ,  e q u a l l y  o b v i o u s  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  

a k i n  t o  t h e  B i b l i c a l  c o n c e r n  f o r  s a f e g u a r d i n g  t h e  g r a c e  o f  

God a g a i n s t  any s o r t  o f  s y n e r g i s t i c  c l a i m s .  Th e r e  i s  

n o t h i n g  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  n o t i o n  t h a t  ma n ' s  s a l v a t i o n  c a n n o t  

p o s s i b l y  be  " e a r n e d "  by  h i s  f a i t h  and g o o d  wo r k s  m  

c o m b i n a t i o n  w i t h  G o d ' s  g r a c e ;  i n d e e d ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n  i s  n e v e r

e ven  a d d r e s s e d . 1 3 *

13 3 Tha t  i s  to s a y ,  t h e  B i b l i c a l  mode l  o f  u n i q u e l y  
d i v i n e  a n d  human i n t e r v e n t i o n  m  t h e  i n c a r n a t i o n  of  C h r i s t ,  
r u l e s  o u t  a l l  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  God i s  t h r o w i n g  out  t o  man a 
mere  l i f e l i n e — h o w e v e r  s t u r d y — by whi ch man i s  t o s a v e  
h i m s e l f .  B i b l i c a l l y ,  r a t h e r ,  C h r i s t  i s  p i c t u r e d  as t h e  
S h e p h e r d  who h i m s e l f  c a r r i e s  t h e  l o s t  s h e e p  b a c k  to t h e  
f o l d ,  as  t h e  u n i q u e  R e c o n c i l e r  of  e s t r a n g e d  s i n n e r s  t o  t h e i r  
God;  s o ,  s u c h  s y n e r g i s m  as t h e  Q u r ' a n  a l l o w s  i s  p r e c l u d e d  by 
t h e  B i b l e  (Luke 1 5 : 4 - 7 ,  c f .  1 9 : 1 0 ;  John 1 0 : 1 1 - 1 6 ;  Rom. 
5 : 1 , 6 - 1 0 ;  Co l .  1 : 1 9 - 2 2 ;  Heb.  1 0 : 1 - 1 8 ) .

13AP i c k t h a l l ' s  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  1 1 : 1 1 4 — " Lo!  good  d e e d s  
a n n u l  i l l  d e e d s "  ( c f .  Dawood) — i s  u n f o r t u n a t e .  The v e r s e  
s h o u i d  n o t  be made i m p l i c i t l y  t o  f r a me  s u c h  a q u e s t i o n .  
A r b e r r y ' s  " s u r e l y  good d e e d s  w i l l  d r i v e  away t h e  e v i l  d e e d s "  
i s  much b e t t e r  ( c f .  R o d w e l l ) .  S i m i l a r  s t a t e m e n t s  a p p e a r  m  
13 : 22  and 2 8 : 5 4 .

C o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t he  c o m p l e t e  a b s e n c e  o f  t h i s  q u e s t i o n  
i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i s  t h e  f a c t  t h a t  Mus l i m b e l i e f  a l l o w s  t h e
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B i b l i c a l l y ,  man i s  i n  no p o s i t i o n  t o c o n t r i b u t e  

a n y t h i n g  t o  h i s  s a l v a t i o n :  a l l  s u c h  n o t i o n s  o f  s a l v i f i c

" p a r t n e r s h i p "  a r e  e x c l u d e d  by  t h e  B i b l e ' s  s t a u n c h  r e f u s a l  t o 

c o m p r o m i s e  i n  t h e  m a t t e r  o f  t h e  a b s o l u t e  h o l i n e s s  o f  God.  

D o u b t l e s s ,  t h i s  i s  t h e  p o i n t  of  t h e  G e n e s i s  m e n t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  

p r o v i d i n g  " t u n i c s  of  s k i n s "  (Gen.  3:21 NEB) t o  r e p l a c e  t h e  

l e a f  g a r m e n t s  a n d ,  s o ,  t o  c o v e r  t h e  shame  of  t h e  f a l l e n  Adam 

and  Eve:  s a l v a t i o n  i s  t he  wor k  o f  G o d ' s  s o v e r e i g n  g r a c e  

f r om b e g i n n i n g  t o  e n d . 135 And,  by  c o n t r a s t ,  i t  i s  

u n e x c e p t i o n a b l e  t h a t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  a c c o u n t s  of  t h e  f a l l  o mi t  

any r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  l e a f  g a r m e n t s '  i n a d e q u a c y .  F o r ,

g r e a t e s t  l a t i t u d e  p o s s i b l e  m  t e r m s  of  t h e  v i t a l  B i b l i c a l  
q u e s t i o n  o f  w h e t h e r  o r  no t  f a l l e n  men a n d  women may be 
v i e w e d  a s  c o n t r i b u t o r s  t o  t h e i r  s a l v a t i o n .  ( G i v e n  t h e  o n l y  
v e r y  s l i g h t  g r o u n d s  f o r  G h a z a l T ' s  s p i r i t u a l i z e d  r e a d i n g  o f  
t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  any s o r t  o f  s e c t a r i a n  s p l i t  o v e r  s u c h  an  i s s u e  

)  wo u l d  h a v e  been  u n w a r r a n t e d . )
The Q u r ' a n  d o e s  s p e a k  o f  t h e  e x p i a t i o n  i k a f f a r a )  o f  

s i n  e x c l u s i v e l y  i n  t e r m s  of  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  a c t s  of  c h a r i t y ,  
f a s t i n g ,  e t c .  ( 5 : 4 5 , 8 9 , 9 5 ) ;  s e e  £ I 3 , s . v .  " K a f f 5 r a , "  by J .  
C h e l h o d .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  Mahmoud A y o u b ' s  comment  t h a t  s u c h  
t a f k l r  mu s t  be a c c o m p l i s h e d  by  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l  h i m -  o r  
h e r s e l f  ( i . e .  f o r  h i m-  o r  h e r s e l f )  i s  c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  what  
i s  s a i d  o f  i t  ( a l t h o u g h ,  i n t e r e s t i n g l y ,  A y o u b ' s  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  Q u r a n i c  s h a f a ° a ,  i n t e r c e s s i o n - - a n  
u n d e r s t a n d i n g  w h i c h  we woul d  q u e s t i o n — s u g g e s t s  t h a t  p e r  s e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  a c t i o n  i s  no t  e x c l u d e d  e v e n  f r o m t he  Q u r a n i c  
c o n c e p t  o f  s a l v a t i o n ) ;  "The I d e a  o f  R e d e m p t i o n  i n  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  and I s l a m , "  i n  Mormons  and M u s l i m s ,  e d .  S p e n c e r  
J .  P a l m e r  ( P r o v o ,  UT: R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s  C e n t e r ,  Br i g h a m 
Young U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 8 3 ) ,  p.  111 .

185The o f f e r i n g  o f  g a r d e n  p r o d u c e  ( w h e t h e r  l e a v e s ,  a s  
h e r e ,  o r  f r u i t ,  a s  i n  Ge n .  4 : 3 - 7 )  i s  t o b e  v i e w e d  as  
s y m b o l i c  o f  m a n ' s  f u t i l e  e n d e a v o u r s  t o  a c h i e v e  h i s  own 
s a l v a t i o n .  Wh e r e a s ,  i n  t he  l a r g e r  c o n t e x t  of  t h e  B i b l i c a l  
r e v e l a t i o n ,  a n i m a l  s a c r i f i c e  ( i m p l i e d  h e r e  and c l e a r l y  
s p e c i f i e d  i n  G e n e s i s  4)  s h o u l d  be t a k e n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  
s a l v a t i o n  w h i c h  i s  e n t i r e l y  t h e  wo r k  of  God on m a n ' s  b e h a l f .

A n o t h e r  i m a g e ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  s a l v i f i c  ' r o c k '  w h i c h  i s  
" c u t  o u t  o f  a m o u n t a i n ,  bu t  n o t  by human h a n d s , "  s i m i l a r l y  

► r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e x c l u s i v e l y  d i v i n e  o r i g i n  o f  s a l v a t i o n  ( Dan .
2 : 3 4 , 4 4 - 4 5  NIV; c f .  D e u t .  2 7 : 5 - 6 ) .
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Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  human e f f o r t s  t o  c o v e r  o n e ' s  s i n s  a r e  i n  no 

wi se  t o  be deemed e n t i r e l y  i n e f f i c a c i o u s  f r om G o d ' s  p o i n t  o f  

v i ew.  R a t h e r ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  a t  t h e  p o i n t  of  t h e  s i n n e r ' s  

c o n v e r s i o n  t o  I s l a m ,  h i s  r a d i c a l  s i n f u l n e s s  ( a s  a f o r m e r  

u n b e l i e v e r )  c e a s e s  to b e  t he  d i s q u a l i f y i n g  f a c t o r  i t  had  

been  up  u n t i l  t h e n .

B i b l i c a l l y ,  s i n  and  s a l v a t i o n  a r e  d e a l t  w i t h  much 

d i f f e r e n t l y .  F o r ,  as  we have s e e n ,  t h e  B i b l i c a l  vi ew a l s o  

e n t a i l s  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l  u n d o i n g  of  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  e v i l  o f  t h e  

f a l l .  By h i s  d e f e c t i o n  t o  S a t a n ' s  c a u s e ,  t h e  f i r s t  

v i c e g e r e n t  i s  v i e we d  a s  h a v i n g  w r o n g l y  s u b m i t t e d  t he  e a r t h  

t o  S a t a n ' s  d o m i n i o n ;  as  a  r e s u l t ,  n o t  j u s t  man,  b u t  t h e  

e a r t h  a l s o  i s  d i v i n e l y  c u r s e d  and i n  need o f  l i b e r a t i o n  

(Gen.  3 : 1 7 - 1 9 ) .  A g a i n ,  s u c h  r e l e a s e  i s  o f  n e c e s s i t y  ( i . e .  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t he  d i v i n e  p l a n )  a c c o m p l i s h e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  by 

man— t h a t  i s  by J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h e  P e r f e c t  Man.  But  t h e  f u l l  

a p p l i c a t i o n  o r  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  C h r i s t ' s  s a l v a t i o n  i s  r e s e r v e d  

f o r  t h e  c o n s u mm a t i o n .  A l l  t h o s e  who,  p u t t i n g  t h e i r  f a i t h  i n  

h i m,  a r e  c a l l e d  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  h i s  s a l v a t i o n ,  w i l l  t h e n  s e e  

t h e i r  f u l l  r e l e a s e  f rom s i n ' s  d o m i n i o n .  Wi t h  i t  w i l l  a l s o  

come t h e  r e l e a s e  o f  t h e  c r e a t e d  o r d e r ,  i n  t h e  f u l l  

r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t he  h e a v e n s  and t h e  e a r t h  a t  t he  t i me  o f  

C h r i s t ' s  r e t u r n  (Rom.  8 : 2 2 - 2 3 ;  2 P e t .  3 : 1 2 - 1 3 ) .

So ,  a s  t he  f a l l  was  m a n ' s  f o r f e i t u r e  t o S a t a n  o f  b o t h  

h i m s e l f  and t h e  e a r t h  e n t r u s t e d  t o  h i m,  so i n  J e s u s ,  t h e  

" l a s t  Adam, "  i t  i s  man who u n d o e s  t h e  d e e d ,  r e o p e n i n g  t h e  

way f o r  b o t h  manki nd  and t h e  e a r t h  t o  e n j o y  t h e  f u l l
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b l e s s i n g  o f  man ' s  p e r f e c t  s u b m i s s i o n  to t h e  r u l e  of  God.  As 

John S c o t u s  E r i u g e n a  p u t  i t  s o  b e a u t i f u l l y ,  m a n ' s  r e d e m p t i o n  

was a c c o m p l i s h e d  by C h r i s t  p r o f u n d i s s i m a  v a l l i s  h i s t o r i a e ,  

"deep down i n  t he  v a l l e y  of  h i s t o r y . " 186 Whi l e  t h e  f i n a l  

a p p l i c a t i o n  of  C h r i s t ' s  s a l v a t i o n  i s  not  t o  o c c u r  u n t i l  t he  

c o n s u mma t i o n ,  C h r i s t  i s  v i e wed  a s  h a v i n g  i n a u g u r a t e d  t h e  

g r e a t  r e v e r s a l  of  t h e  L a s t  Day w i t h i n  h i s t o r y ;  b u t  he ha s  

done s o  p a r a d o x i c a l l y ,  t h r o u g h  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  of  ( e v i l ' s )  

a p p a r e n t  s t r e n g t h  by ( g o o d ' s )  a p p a r e n t  w e a k n e s s .  Man ' s  l o s t  

a u t h o r i t y  a n d  domi n i on  h a v e  t h u s  *e e n  r e s t o r e d  t o  C h r i s t  

and ,  s o ,  to a l l  o f  h i s  p e o p l e  (Dan.  2 : 3 4 , 4 4 - 4 5 ;  Ma t t .  1 3 : 3 1 -  

33;  2 5 : 3 1 - 3 4 ;  2 8 : 1 8 - 2 0 ;  Ac t s  2 : 1 6 - 2 1 ;  2 Co r .  1 0 : 4 - 5 ;  2 Tim.  

4 : 1 ;  Rev .  11 : 1 7 - 1 8 ) . 137 Thus ,  t h e  " k i n g d o m"  o r  r u l e  o f  God 

i s  to i n c r e a s e ,  e x t e n d i n g  t he  b e n e f i t s  of  C h r i s t ' s  d e a t h  to 

e v e r y  p e o p l e  u n t i l  C h r i s t  r e t u r n s  t o  u s h e r  i n  t h e  Gr e a t  

J u d g m e n t .  At  t h a t  t i m e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t h e  e a r t h  i s  t o  be 

c l e a n s e d  by f i r e  a n d  r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  o r i g i n a l  p l a n  (Rom. 

8 : 2 2 - 2 3 ;  2 P e t .  3 : 1 3 ) .

i a 6 C i t e d  by G. E.  von Gr unebaum i n  h i s  s t i m u l a t i n g  
a r t i c l e  " I s l a m :  E x p e r i e n c e  of  t h e  Ho l y  and Co n c e p t  of Man,"
i n  S t u d i a  I s l a m i c a  X X X I - X X X I I ; e d .  W i l f e r d  Made l ung  
( C h i c a g o :  Va r i o r um R e p r i n t s ,  1 9 7 6 ) ,  XXXI I : 15 .

l 8 7 The B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t s  of  b o t h  t h e  La s t  Day ( w i t h  
i t s  ma r ked  e l e m e n t  o f  r e v e r s a l )  and t h e  k i ngdom o f  God ( i . e .  
h i s  e a r t h l y  r u l e  t h r o u g h  human v i c e g e r e n t s ,  as  o p p o s e d  t o  
h i s  s o v e r e i g n  c o n t r o l  of  a l l  t h i n g s )  a r e  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  in 
t wo  s e n s e s :  b o t h  a s  r e a l i t i e s  whi ch  have come i n  C h r i s t
a n d ,  s o ,  a r e  p r e s e n t l y  e f f e c t i v e  i n  h i s t o r y  and a l s o  as  
e v e n t s  whi ch  w i l l  n o t  f i n d  t h e i r  c u l m i n a t i o n  u n t i l  t he 
a p o c a l y p t i c  L a s t  Day,  when C h r i s t  r e t u r n s  a s  u n d i s p u t e d  
k i n g .  Thus ,  t h e  ki ngdom o f  God i s  t o  be v i e wed  a s  bot h  
' a l r e a d y '  and ' n o t  y e t '  p r e s e n t  i n  o u r  w o r l d .

fe_________________________  — ________ -  -
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T h e r e  i s  v i r t u a l l y  n o  Q u r a n i c  a f f i n i t y  t o  t h i s  s o r t

of  c o s mi c  d r a ma .  To be  s u r e ,  t he  Q u r ' a n  does  e n v i s i o n  an

a g e - l o n g  b a t t l e  b e t we e n  S a t a n  ( and  h i s  " f r i e n d s " )  a n d  the

" f r i e n d s "  o f  God s i n c e  t he  f a l l ,  b u t  a t  no p o i n t  d o e s  t h a t

b a t t l e  i n v o l v e  any  c h a n g e  i n  t he  b a s i c  s t r u c t u r e  of  t h e

human s i t u a t i o n .  Hence ,  a s  von Gr unebaum s a y s ,

The r o l e  o f  t he  p r o p h e t s  i s  a l l - i m p o r t a n t ,  t he  
s i g n i f i c a n c e  of Muhammad as t h e i r  S e a l  e x c e e d s  
d e s c r i p t i o n ;  and y e t  t h e y  r e m a i n  " a c c i d e n t a l "  
f i g u r e s ,  r e p e a t a b l e  b e a r e r s  o f  r e p e a t a b l e  
func t i o n s , 1 aa

Even i f  we a r e  t o  g r a n t  t he  u n i v e r s a l i t y  and f i n a l i t y  of t h e  

Muhammadan ( o r  I s l a m i c )  m i s s i o n ' s  s c o p e ,  what  t h e r e  i s  of 

s u c h  a r e t a k i n g  o f  t h e  r a c e  ( a n d ,  h e n c e ,  t he  p l a n e t )  f o r  God 

i s  e i t h e r  n o t  " s t r u c t u r a l , "  b u t  " a c c i d e n t a l "  o n l y ,  o r  e l s e  

no t  h i s t o r i c a l ,  c o n f i n e d  t o t h e  L a s t  Day,  i d e n t i f i e d  

Q u r a n i c a l l y  w i t h  t he  f i n a l  j u d g m e n t  and c ons ummat i on  on l y  

( when S a t a n  i s  t o  be f i n a l l y  o v e r t h r o w n ) .

U n l e s s  somehow we a r e  t o  g i v e  t h e  Q u r a n i c  s t a t e m e n t  

" t h i s  day I have  p e r f e c t e d  y o u r  r e l i g i o n  f o r  y ou"  ( 5 : 3 )  i t s  

b r o a d e s t  p o s s i b l e  m e a n i n g — u n l e s s  we a r e  t o  a s sume  t h a t  t he  

e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h a t  d e p o s i t  of  t r u t h  c o n v e y e d  by Muhammad 

can no  l o n g e r  be l o s t  ( a s  s e e ms  t o have  b e e n  n o r m a t i v e  of 

a l l  p r i o r  r e v e l a t i o n s ) — h i s t o r y ' s  f a i l u r e s  and s u c c e s s e s  a r e

l a s Of c o u r s e ,  h e r e  " a c c i d e n t a l "  i s  not  mean t  t o  
c o n v e y  any s e n s e  o f  u n i n t e n t i o n a l i t y ; r a t h e r ,  t h u s  u s e d ,  t h e  
t e r m o p p o s e s  " s t r u c t u r a l . "  To s t a t e  t he  m a t t e r  d i f f e r e n t l y ,  
none o f  t h e  e v e n t s  of Muhammad' s  p r o p h e t h o o d  a r e  
r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o f  t he  r a c e — n o n e  ( s t r u c t u r a l l y )  a l t e r s  the 
s u b s e q u e n t  human s i t u a t i o n — i n  t he  s e n s e  t h a t  Adam' s  f a l l  
d o e s .  Only i n  t h e  e x t r a - Q u r a n i c  n o t i o n  o f  Nur Muhammad!  i s  
Muhammad e l e v a t e d  to t h e  l e v e l  of  t h e  s t r u c t u r a l ;  von 
Gr unebaum,  " O b s e r v a t i o n s , "  XXXI : 1 2 0 - 2 1 .
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s u p e r f i c i a l ,  r e l a t i v e l y  s p e a k i n g . 189 And a l t o g e t h e r  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h i s  i s  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  o m i s s i o n  i n  i t s  

a c c o u n t s  of  Adam' s  f a l l  o f  a n y t h i n g  c o m p a r a b l e  t o t h e  

G e n e s i s  a c c o u n t ' s  p r o m i s e  o f  t h e  c r u s h i n g  o f  t he  s e r p e n t ' s  

h e a d ,  o f  S a t a n ' s  h i s t o r i c a l  d e f e a t  i n  h i s  f a t a l  e n c o u n t e r  

w i t h  t h e  woman ' s  o f f s p r i n g  (Gen.  3 : 1 4 - 1 5 ) ,  u l t i m a t e l y  

s i g n i f y i n g  t h e  v i r g i n - b o r n  J e s u s . 190

As mi g h t  be e x p e c t e d ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  n o n - s t r u c t u r a l  

c o n c e p t  o f  s a l v a t i o n  a n s w e r s  to i t s  b e l i e v e r - r e l a t e d  v i ew of  

ma n ,  wh i c h  v i e w  does  no t  r e c k o n  s e r i o u s l y  w i t h  t he  

s t r u c t u r a l  e f f e c t s  o f  Ad a m' s  f a l l ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  

u n b e l i e v e r - r e l a t e d  v i e w  o f  man.  And,  s i n c e  s a l v a t i o n  i s ,  

p e r h a p s ,  t h e  c e n t r a l  c o n c e p t  i n  Q u r a n i c  t h o u g h t ,  s u c h  

c o m p a t i b i l i t y  would seem t o  a r g u e  f o r  t h e  p r i m a r y  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t he  s e c o n d  p i c t u r e  of  man,  t h e  b e l i e v e r -  

r e l a t e d  v i e w,  o v e r  i t s  Q u r a n i c  o p p o s i t e .

T h u s ,  on  t he  one  h a n d ,  l e a n i n g  away f r o m any 

s t r u c t u r a l  c h a n g e ,  t h e  human s i t u a t i o n  i s  made t o a p p e a r  

r e l a t i v e l y  s t a t i c .  On t h e  o t h e r  ha n d ,  h o we v e r ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n

l s 9 C l e a r l y ,  t h e  i mmedi acy  o f  t h e  Las t  Day i n  Qu r a n i c  
p r e a c h i n g  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  Meccan p a s s a g e s )  d i d  n o t  a l l o w  
f o r  any e x p l i c i t  t r e a t m e n t  o f  t h e  l o n g - r a n g e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  
o f  t he  Q u r a n i c  d e p o s i t  of  t r u t h .  D o u b t l e s s ,  t h e  mode r n  
i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  v e r s e ,  t a k i n g  i t  t o  r e f e r  t o t h e  
c o m p l e t i o n  of  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  of  t h e  r e q u i r e d  r i t e s  and  
o b s e r v a n c e s  o f  I s l a m i c  r e l i g i o n  qua  " p i e t y , "  i s  t h e  c o r r e c t  
o n e  ( s e e  S m i t h ,  Meaning  a n d  End,  p .  2 9 6 ,  n.  1 0 2 ) .

19O0f  c o u r s e ,  a s  we have  i n d i c a t e d  ( n .  187) ,  S a t a n ' s  
o v e r t h r o w  i s  t o  be v i e we d  a s  b o t h  a p r e s e n t  r e a l i t y  ( b e c a u s e  
o f  C h r i s t ' s  d e a t h )  a n d  a f u t u r e  e v e n t ,  r e p r e s e n t i n g  t h e  
f i n a l  a p p l i c a t i o n  of  C h r i s t ' s  h i s t o r i c  t r i u m p h  (Rom. 1 6 : 2 0 ;
1 C o r .  1 5 : 2 4 - 2 5 ;  Jude  6;  R e v .  2 0 : 1 - 3 ,  7 - 1 0 ) .
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may b e  s a i d  c l e a r l y  t o e n v i s i o n  two b a s i c  c h a n g e s  i n  t h e  

s t r u c t u r e  o f  t h e  human s i t u a t i o n .  B u t ,  w h e r e a s  t h e  f i r s t  o f  

t h e s e ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  f a l l ,  i s  r o o t e d  h i s t o r i c a l l y  m  t h e  

f a i l u r e  of  t h e  p r i m o r d i a l  Adam,  t h e r e  i s  no  h i s t o r i c a l  b a s i s  

f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  c h a n g e ,  t h a t  o f  t h e  i n t r o d u c t i o n  o f  d i v i n e  

g r a c e ,  b o t h  common and s p e c i a l ,  i n t o  m a n ' s  s i t u a t i o n .

I n e v i t a b l y ,  as  was  n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h i s  g r a c e  mus t  be 

v i e w e d  a s  a l t e r i n g  t he  b a s i c  c o v e n a n t  p a r a d i g m  o f  r e c i p r o c a l  

a c t i o n  i n  t wo w a y s .  F i r s t ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of  

d e f e r r a l ,  o f  t h a t  d i v i n e  w i t h h o l d i n g  o f  r e w a r d  a n d  

p u n i s h m e n t  n e c e s s a r y  f o r  t h e r e  t o  be t h e  s o r t  o f  e q u a l i t y  

w h i c h  e n a b l e s  g e n u i n e  c o n f l i c t ,  b o t h  s o c i a l  and S a t a n i c ,  t o  

o c c u r .  Of c o u r s e ,  t h i s  a l t e r a t i o n  i s  a mp l y  b o r n e  o u t  i n  t h e  

Q u r a n i c  r e c o r d  of  s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y ,  e ven  a s  i t  was 

d e t e r m i n a t i v e  o f  w h a t  m i g h t  be c a l l e d  t h e  Muhammadan ( o r  

p r o p h e t i c )  c r u c i b l e ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e  f i e r y  t r i a l  t h r o u g h  wh i c h  

t h e  e a r l y  umma u n d e r  Muhammad p a s s e d  and w h i c h ,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  

h i s t o r i c a l l y  o c c a s i o n e d  t h e  d e l i v e r y  o f  t h e  Q u r a n i c  m e s s a g e .

I n  one  s e n s e ,  t h i s  d e f e r r a l  o f  d i v i n e  j u d g me n t  i s  t he  

b a s i s  o f  a l l  s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y ,  f o r  w i t h o u t  i t  Ada m' s  s i n  

wo u l d  h a v e  i m m e d i a t e l y  u s h e r e d  i n  t h e  L a s t  Day.  D i v i n e  

m e r c y ,  t h e n ,  may be  s a i d  t o  be b a s i c  t o  t h e  me a n i n g  of  

h i s t o r y .  But  e q u a l l y  b a s i c  i s  t h e  Q u r a n i c  s e n s e  o f  d i v i n e  

j u s t i c e .  F o r  t h e  d e f e r r a l  of  m a n ' s  j u d g m e n t  i s  s e e m i n g l y  

s u b s u m e d  u n d e r  t h e  l a r g e r  d e f e r r a l  o f  S a t a n ' s  j u d g m e n t ,  

r e s u l t i n g  i n  h i s  m a l i c i o u s  c a m p a i g n  f o r  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  o f
!*? Vj t r u e  r e l i g i o n  and o f  good among men ( w h i c h  i s  t o s a y ,  h i s
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a t t e m p t e d  o v e r t h r o w  o f  t he  r a c e ) .  In t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  S a t a n  i s  

g r a n t e d  d i v i n e  a u t h o r i t y  t o  e f f e c t  t h e  o v e r t h r o w  of  a l l  b u t  

t h e  e l e c t  among men a n d  j i n n .  And t h e  Q u r a n i c  t r e a t m e n t  o f  

p r o p h e t h o o d  g e n e r a l l y  s u g g e s t s  t h a t  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  c l a s h  o f  

t h e  two s i d e s  i s  v i e w e d  as  s o m e t h i n g  o f  a  s t a l e m a t e ,  t he  

a c c e n t  a l t e r n a t i n g  b e t w e e n  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f  good and t h a t  of  

i t s  o p p o s i t e .

The s e c o n d  a l t e r a t i o n  i n  t h e  c o v e n a n t  s t r u c t u r e  

r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  not  o n l y  t h e  d e f e r r a l ,  b u t  

a l s o  t he  u l t i m a t e  o v e r l o o k i n g  of  j u d g m e n t  i n  t h e  c a s e  of 

t r u e  b e l i e v e r s .  A g a i n ,  as  we n o t e d  a b o v e ,  t h i s  i s  n o t  

p r e s e n t e d  Q u r a n i c a l l y  a s  a c a s e  o f  G o d ' s  r e m o v a l  of  t h e  

( s i n f u l )  b e l i e v e r ' s  p o l l u t i o n  and p e n a l t y  by h i s  ( t h a t  i s ,  

G o d ' s )  s a t i s f y i n g  t he  d e ma n d s  of  h i s  j u s t i c e  i n  some o t h e r  

way.  In p a r t i c u l a r ,  a s  we h a v e  s e e n ,  t h e r e  i s  no a w a r e n e s s  

of  t h e  B i b l i c a l  s e n s e  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  p r o v i s i o n  o f  a n o t h e r  

' A d a m , ' 191 a s e c o n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e ,  one whose  s i n l e s s  

o f f e r i n g  o f  h i m s e l f  on b e h a l f  of  s i n n e r s  e n a b l e s  God t o  show 

me r c y  w i t h o u t  a b a n d o n i n g  h i s  j u s t i c e ,  h i s  h o l y  h a t r e d  o f  

t h e i r  s i n ) . N e i t h e r  i s  t h e r e  any Q u r a n i c  s u b s t i t u t e  f o r  

t m s .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  p a r d o n i n g  o f  t h e  g u i l t y  and t h e  c l e a n s i n g

C

191I n  3 : 5 9 ,  J e s u s  i s  s i n g u l a r l y  l i k e n e d  t o  Adam,  but  
o n l y  m  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t  b o t h  men we r e  o r i g i n a t e d  by t h e  
c r e a t i v e  f i a t  of  God ( i . e .  w i t h o u t  a n y  o f  t h e  n a t u r a l  
p r o c e s s e s  i n v o l v e d  i n n o r m a l  human c o n c e p t i o n ;  c f .  3 : 4 5 - 4 7  ) .  
T h e r e  i s  no i n q u i r y  i n t o  t h e  d e e p e r  m e a n i n g  of  t h i s  
s i m i l a r i t y  a n d  no t h o u g h t  t h a t ,  l i k e  Adam,  J e s u s  a l s o  
u n i q u e l y  r e p r e s e n t e d  t h e  r a c e  ( o n l y  i n  i t s  r e c o v e r y  f r o m  t h e  
p r i m o r d i a l  f  a l l ) „
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o f  t h e  p o l l u t e d  a p p e a r  t o  be ' e a s y '  t h i n g s  f o r  G o d 192 a n d  

m a t t e r s  c a l l i n g  f o r  no e x p l a n a t i o n  w h a t e v e r .

Here ,  a g a i n ,  we a r e  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  r a d i c a l  

M a s t e r - s e r v a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n :  t h e  s u b m i s s i v e  s e r v a n t  s e e k s  no

s e l f - r e v e l a t i o n  on t h e  p a r t  of  t h e  m a s t e r  beyond  t h a t  

r e q u i r e d  f o r  h i s  s t r i c t  f u l f i l m e n t  o f  h i s  m a s t e r ' s  s t a t e d

l 9 a Wh i l e  t h e r e  may be no Q u r a n i c  s t a t e m e n t  to t h i s  
e f f e c t ,  t he p a r d o n i n g  of some a n d  t h e  p u n i s h me n t  o f  o t h e r s  
i s  r e l a t e d  t o  the s o v e r e i g n  d e c r e e  o f  God ( 2 : 284 ; 3 : 1 2 9 ;  
5 : 1 8 , 4 0 ;  4 8 : 1 4 ;  c f . 5 : 1 1 8 ) ,  and t he  e a s e  w i t h  w h i c h  God 
e f f e c t s  what  he  h a s  d e c r e e d  i s  s t a t e d  a number  o f  t i me s  
( 3 5 : 1 1 ;  5 7 : 22 ) .  The p o i n t  h e r e  i s  t h a t  God i s  f a r  above  
h a v i n g  t o  " s a t i s f y "  h i s  j u s t i c e  i n  o r d e r  t o  b e s t o w  mercy on 
t h o s e  d e s e r v i n g  of  w r a t h .  That  God s h o u l d  h a ve  t o  pay a n  
e x a c t i n g  " p r i c e "  m  o r d e r  t o  r e d e e m s i n n e r s  i s  a p p a r e n t l y  
u n t h i n k a b l e ,  f rom t h e  Q u r a n i c  p o i n t  o f  v i e w:  r a t h e r ,  a s
Supr eme  M a s t e r ,  God may d o  a l t o g e t h e r  as  he  p l e a s e s  in e v e r y  
s i t u a t i o n .  F o r  h i s  m e r c y ' s  c i r c u m v e n t i n g  o f  h i s  j u s t i c e ,  he 
owes  a n s w e r s  t o  n o n e ;  a n d ,  so,  s u c h  k n o w l e d g e  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  
be yo n d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t he  d i v i n e  s e l f - r e v e l a t i o n  i n  t h e  
Q u r ' a n .  As we have s e e n ,  from a  B i b l i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i ew,  
s u c h  a n  a p p r o a c h  t o  t he  s o v e r e i g n t y  o f  God p a y s  a n  
i n t o l e r a b l y  h i g h  t o l l  m  t h a t  i t  u l t i m a t e l y  l o s e s  t he  
k n o w l e d g e  of God i n  t h e  i n s c r u t a b i l i t y  of h i s  d i v i n e  
d e c r e e s ;  e i t h e r  t h a t ,  or  i t  r e d u c e s  h i m  to a  d u a l i t y  of  now 
j u s t i c e  and now me r c y  ( s e e  the d i s c u s s i o n  a b o v e ,  p p .  4 3 - 4 6 ) .

B i b l i c a l l y ,  a  q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  a p p r o a c h  to God and man 
h a s  b e e n  t a k e n .  S i m i l a r i t i e s  t h e r e  a r e :  a g a i n  t h e
k n o w l e d g e  of God i s  d i s p e n s e d  e n t i r e l y  by h i s  s o v e r e i g n  
i n i t i a t i v e ;  n o n e  may s u c c e s s f u l l y  p e e r  beyond  i t s  b o u n d a r i e s  
a s  he h a s  s e t  them ( e . g .  Rom,  9 : 1 9 - 2 4 ) .  God comes to man 
a l t o g e t h e r  on h i s  own t e r m s  in b o t h  Q u r ' a n  a n d  B i b l e .  B u t  
i t  i s  when  o n e  d e a l s  w i t h  t h e  t e r m s  o f  Go d ' s  comi ng  to man
t h a t  t h e  two S c r i p t u r e s  s t a n d  i n  o p p o s i t i o n .  For ,
B i b l i c a l l y ,  God has  p u r p o s e d  a ( m u t u a l l y  i n t i m a t e )  
f r i e n d s h i p  b e t we e n  h i m s e l f  and ma n ;  i n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  God has  
r e v e a l e d  h i m s e l f  t o  man a n d  has  r e v e a l e d  h i m s e l f  a s  
a l t o g e t h e r  d e p e n d a b l e ,  as  a n  a b s o l u t e  U n i t y  o f  w i l l  and 
p u r p o s e .  B i b l i c a l  m o n o t h e i s m ,  t h e n ,  f r e e l y  a d m i t s  the 
s u r p a s s i n g  g r e a t n e s s  of  God i n t h e  t r i n i t y  ( w i t h  i t s  
a p p a r e n t  ' d e n i a l '  o f  d i v i n e  u n i t y ) ,  b u t  i t  i n s i s t s  on b o t h  
t h e  u n i t y  and k n o w a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  c h a r a c t e r .  I n d e e d ,  
t h e  i m m u t a b i l i t y  of  God ' s  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  h i m s e l f  t o  man i s  
p r e s e n t e d  as t h e  wh o l e  b a s i s  of h i s  c o v e n a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
w i t h  man ( Exod .  3 4 : 6 - 7 ;  D e u t .  7 : 6 - 1 2 ;  3 2 : 4 ;  I s a .  1 1 : 5 ;  4 9 : 7 ;  
1 Cor .  1 : 9 ;  1 Thes .  5 : 2 3 - 2 4  ; 2 T i m.  2 : 1 2 - 1 3 ;  1 J o h n  1: 9;  c f .
P s a .  89 : 24;  1 1 9 : 9 0 ;  Rev.  1 9 : 1 1 ) .
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w i l l  ( i n  a s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  g o a l  of  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  may be 

s a i d  t o  be ' a r t i f i c i a l  c o n f o r m i t y , '  f o r  t h e  t h o r o u g h g o i n g  

u n i t y  of  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s h i p  i s  no t  i n  v i e w ) .  B i b l i c a l l y ,  

by c o n t r a s t ,  ma n ' s  o r d a i n e d  s e r v i t u d e  i n c l u d e s  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  

f r i e n d s h i p  w i t h  God,  o f  an  i n t i m a c y  w i t h  h i s  C r e a t o r  f r om 

whi ch  man h a s  e x c l u d e d  h i m s e l f  ( i n  Adam) ,  b u t  one  i n t o  which 

God w o u l d  a g a i n  f r e e l y  d r a w h i m  ( m  C h r i s t ) .

The B i b l i c a l  d i a g n o s i s  o f  t h e  human p r o b l e m  may t hus  

be  s a i d  to c o n s i s t  m  m a n ' s  c o n t i n u e d  s e l f - e x c l u s i o n ,  h i s  

r e b e l l i n g  a g a i n s t  h i s  d i v i n e  M a s t e r  m  a t  l e a s t  t h r e e  ways :

1 ) by a n  a b h o r r e n c e  of h i s  s e r v i t u d e ' s  e s s e n t i a l  d e p e n d e n c y ,  

2 )  by a n  a s s e r t i o n  of  t h e  i n a c c u r a c y  o f  G o d ' s  a s s e s s m e n t  of 

h i s  s i t u a t i o n  and 3)  by a  f a i l u r e  t o  c o mp r e h e n d  t h e  l a r g e r  

d i m e n s i o n s  o f  h i s  s e r v i t u d e  ( m  t r u e  f r i e n d s h i p  a n d  mo r a l  

l i k e n e s s  to h i s  Ma k e r ) .  The Q u r a n i c  d i a g n o s i s  c o mp a r e s  onl y  

m  t e r m s  of  t h e  f i r s t  two of  t h e s e  p o i n t s .  R e l a t i v e  t o  t he 

t h i r d ,  i t  w o u l d  o n l y  s u g g e s t  t h a t  r e b e l  man has  g r o s s l y  

m i s u n d e r s t o o d  t h a t  he c a n  onl y h u r t  h i m s e l f  by a t t e m p t i n g  to 

o p p o s e  t h e  w i l l  of  h i s  C r e a t o r  a n d  M a s t e r ,  and t h a t  man must  

d i s c i p l i n e  h i m s e l f  g r a t e f u l l y  t o  d w e l l  on t h e  p o s i t i v e ,  as 

o p p o s e d  t o t h e  n e g a t i v e ,  m  G o d ' s  o r d e r i n g  o f  t h e  u n i v e r s e .  

S t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  a r e  no ' l a r g e r  d i m e n s i o n s '  to 

m a n ' s  s e r v i t u d e  u n d e r  God,  Q u r a n i c a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  And,  as 

t o  why man s h o u l d  d w e l l  o n  the p o s i t i v e  and ( g r a t e f u l l y )  

a c c e p t  t h e  n e g a t i v e  m  h i s  s i t u a t i o n ,  t h e  a n s w e r  mus t  s i m p l y  

b e  t h a t  u n q u e s t i o n i n g  g r a t i t u d e  i s  b e f i t t i n g  of  s e r v a n t s .

I t  c a n n o t  be s a i d  t h a t  t h e  whol e  of  h i s  l i f e ,  p o s i t i v e  a n d

m
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n e g a t i v e  t o g e t h e r ,  h a s  been  i n f u s e d  w i t h  meani ng  i n  t h e  

coining o f  a n o t h e r  ' Adam. '

T h e o l o g i c a l  R e f l e c t i o n s  on  Human S u f f e r i n g

W i t h  r e g a r d  t o  t he  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  s u f f e r i n g  m  

g e n e r a l ,  no c o m p r e h e n s i v e  a n s we r  i s  g i v e n  by t h e  Q u r ' a n .  Of 

c o u r s e ,  t h e r e  i s  t he  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h a t  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  

s u f f e r i n g  i s  d e s i g n e d  as  a t r i a l ,  t o  e l i c i t  t h e  r e s p o n s e  o f  

e i t h e r  f a i t h  o r  u n b e l i e f  a n d ,  so,  t o  make him o r  h e r  more 

t h e  c h i l d  of  e i t h e r  P a r a d i s e  or  H e l l  ( i n  a c c o r d a n c e  wi t h  

G o d ' s  s o v e r e i g n  w i l l ;  3 : 1 4 1 , 1 5 4 ) .  U n j u s t  s u f f e r i n g 193 b o r n  

of  t h e  c o n f l i c t  o f  good and e v i l  h a s  f u r t h e r  s i g n i f i c a n c e  a s  

ma n ’ s p a r t i c i p a t i o n  m  t he  d i v i n e  s u p p r e s s i o n  o f  h i s t o r i c a l  

e v i l  ( 2 2 : 3 9 - 4 4 ) ,  by wh i c h  h i s t o r i c a l l y  t r u t h  may a t  t i me s  be 

s a i d  to o v e r t h r o w  e v i l ,  and s o  be a n a l o g o u s  t o  t he  u l t i m a t e  

( p o s t - h i s t o r i c a l )  o v e r t h r o w  o f  S a t a n  and o f  e v i l .

I t  i s  of  n o t e  h e r e  t h a t  t h e  i s l a m  m  t h e  f a c e  of  

s u f f e r i n g  t o  wh i c h  t h e  Q u r ' a n  c a l l s  b e l i e v e r s  i s  a v o l u n t a r y  

r e s p o n s e  ( o f  c o u r s e ,  i s l a m  i s  u n d e r  e v e r y  c i r c u m s t a n c e  

v o l u n t a r y ) .  And t h a t  i s  t r u e  w h e t h e r  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  be 

g e n e r a l ,  a s  in t h e  c a s e  of d i s e a s e  o r  o t h e r  n a t u r a l  

c a l a m i t i e s ,  or  o f  t he  p r o p h e t i c  s o r t ,  a s  i n  t h e  c a l l  t o  

s t r a t e g i c  p r i v a t i o n  a n d  t he  h e r o i c  f a i t h - d e c l a r a t i o n  o f  t h e  

s / i a f t i d ,  19‘s* Of c o u r s e ,  such  s u b m i s s i o n  i s  a t  b o t t o m an

l 9 3 Tha t  i s ,  " u n j u s t "  f r om a human and n o t  f rom the 
d i v i n e  p e r s p e c t i v e ,  f o r  God c a n n o t  be c o n s i d e r e d  u n j u s t  m  
h i s  p e r m i t t i n g  i t .
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a c k n o wl e d g e me n t  o f  t h e  i n f i n i t e  s u p e r i o r i t y  o f  d i v i n e  o v e r  

human wi sdom.

S t r i c t l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e n ,  t h e  c a l l  to i s l a m  i s  not  t o  

embr ace  s u f f e r i n g  as  s u c h ,  b u t  r a t h e r  t o  embrace  t h e  p e r f e c t  

w i l l  of  God,  i n t h e  a w a r e n e s s  t h a t - - i n  an i m p e r f e c t  and 

d e v i l - i n f e s t e d  w o r l d - - s u c h  s u b m i s s i o n  mus t  be e x p e c t e d  to 

i n c l u d e  b o t h  k i n d s  of  s u f f e r i n g .  I n  t h e  f i r s t  p l a c e ,  

b e l i e v e r s  a r e  n o t  exempt  f r om t h e  p a i n s  and s o r r o w s  o f  

h u m a n i t y ' s  common e x c l u s i o n  f rom t h e  Ga r den .  And,  s e c o n d l y ,  

t he  p r o p h e t i c  c a u s e  i s  i n v a r i a b l y  i n c l u s i v e  o f  u n j u s t  

s u f f e r i n g ,  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  w i l l  o f  God ( e . g .  7 : 34 ;  2 : 2 1 4 ) .

Bu t ,  of  c o u r s e ,  t he  Musl im b e l i e v e r ' s  c e r t a i n t y  of 

s u f f e r i n g  a n d  s a c r i f i c e  i n  t h e  g r e a t  war  a g a i n s t  S a t a n  i s  

not  t o  be v i e we d  a p a r t  f rom h i s  or  h e r  a l s o  b e i n g  p r o mi s e d  

p r o s p e r i t y .  And s uch  p r o s p e r i t y  i s  no t  o n l y  t o  a w a i t  him o r  

he r  on t he  L a s t  Day,  b u t  i s  t o  be g i v e n  i n  some me a s u r e  

t e m p o r a l l y  a l s o  ( e . g .  1 6 : 1 2 2 ;  6 5 : 4 ) . 195 For  t he  b e l i e v e r ,  

t h e n ,  each t e m p o r a l  b l e s s i n g  i s  t o  be  v i e we d  a s  bo t h  a

194I n  t he  c a s e  o f  t h e  m a r t y r ,  howe ve r ,  h i s  s u b m i s s i o n  
a t  t h e  p o i n t  of  h i s  d e a t h  i s  b o t h  a c t i v e  ( t h a t  i s ,  n o t  
p a s s i v e )  a n d  p h y s i c a l l y  a g g r e s s i v e  m  i t s  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  s u c h  
e v i l  ( e . g .  2 2 : 4 0 - 4 2 ) .  By c o n t r a s t ,  Muhammad' s  r e s p o n s e  to 
t he  u n b e l i e v i n g  p r i o r  t o  h i s  f l i g h t  t o  Medina d i d  no t  
i n v o l v e  p h y s i c a l  a g g r e s s i o n .  F u r t h e r ,  t h e r e  was a l a t e r  
p e r i o d  of t o t a l  r e s t r a i n t  i n  h i s  m i l i t a r y  o p p o s i t i o n  o f  t he  
Meccans  ( i . e .  r e p r e s e n t e d  by t h e  t r e a t y  o f  a l - H u d a y b i y a , 
d o u b t l e s s  e n t e r e d  i n t o  f o r  s t r a t e g i c  p u r p o s e s ;  on t h i s ,  see  
Wa t t ,  Muhammad a t  M e d i n a , pp .  4 6 - 5 2 ) .

J u d g i n g  f r om t h i s ,  i t  i s  i n e v i t a b l e  t h a t  t he  
a g g r e s s i v e n e s s  of  t he  Musl i m b e l i e v e r ' s  o p p o s i t i o n  t o  pagans  
and o t h e r  o p p o n e n t s  of  I s l a m  i s  t o be  v i e we d  a s  a 
s i t u a t i o n a l  m a t t e r ,  w i t h  s t r a t e g y  a n d  t h e  s t r a t e g i c  e xpens e  
o f  Musl im e n e r g i e s  b e i n g  t he  d e c i d i n g  f a c t o r .

195C f .  p.  95 a b o v e .

i  ______________
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( p a r t i a l )  r e w a r d  f o r  f a i t h f u l  e n d u r a n c e  a n d  a s h e e r  g i f t  of 

d i v i n e  me r c y  and f a v o u r .  He nce ,  i t  i s  a t o k e n  o f  t he  

p r o s p e r i t y  a nd  p r o t e c t i o n ,  t h e  v i n d i c a t i o n  and t r i u m p h ,  to 

be g i v e n  i n  f u l l  on  t h e  L a s t  Day ( 2 3 : 1 1 1 ) .

Q u r a n i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  d o e s  n o t  f o l l o w  

t h a t  t h e  m e a s u r e  o f  o n e ' s  t e m p o r a l  p r o s p e r i t y  and  s u c c e s s  i s  

t h e  me a s u r e  o f  o n e ' s  a c c e p t a n c e  w i t h  God,  f o r  ( a s  we h a v e  

s e e n )  t he  d e l a y  o f  t he  r e wa r d  i s  a common Q u r a n i c  t h e me — one 

c l e a r l y  i m p l y i n g  t h e  l i m i t a t i o n s  of  s u c h  t e m p o r a l  r e w a r d .

And wh a t  h a s  a l r e a d y  b e e n  s e e n  of  t h e  s u f f e r i n g  of  t h e  

r i g h t e o u s  s h o u l d  i n d i c a t e  t h a t  t h e  t r u e  me a s u r e  of  o n e ' s  

a c c e p t a n c e  w i t h  God i s  t o  be s e e n  i n  n o t h i n g  e l s e  t h a n  t h e  

m e a s u r e  of h i s  o r  h e r  g r a t e f u l  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  p e r f e c t  

w i l l  o f  God i n  w h a t e v e r  of  good o r  i l l ,  o f  s u c c e s s  or  

a p p a r e n t  f a i l u r e ,  he  h a s  s o v e r e i g n l y  o r d a i n e d  m  each g i v e n  

c a s e . 196

The s o l e  a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  s uch  w h o l e - h e a r t e d  s u r r e n d e r  

t o  God m  t h e  c o s mi c  s t r u g g l e  a g a i n s t  e v i l  i s  t o  oppos e  and,  

s o ,  t o  be o p p o s e d  by God ( e . g .  2 : 2 7 8 - 7 9 ) .  In c a s e s  wher e  

God d o e s  n o t  w i l l  t h e  t e m p o r a l  r e d r e s s i n g  o f  wr ongs  

c o m m i t t e d ,  t h e  e v i l d o e r ' s  doom i s  n o t  t h u s  t o  be v i e u e d  as 

m  any  s e n s e  l e s s  s u r e .  R a t h e r ,  t he  r e wa r d  of  h i s  e v i l  w i l l  

be me t e d  o u t  t o  h i m i n  f u l l ,  w h e t h e r  b o t h  m  t h i s  l i f e  and 

t he  h e r e a f t e r  o r  i n  t he  a f t e r l i f e  e x c l u s i v e l y .

196T h e r e  i s ,  f o r  e x a mp l e ,  no s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  t h e  l e s s  
p r o s p e r o u s  Muhammad of  t h e  Meccan p e r i o d  was  t h e r e f o r e  l e s s  
r i g h t e o u s  t h a n  t he  l a t e r ,  v i c t o r i o u s  Muhammad,  o r  t h a t  
Mus l i m m a r t y r s  m  j i h a d  were  somehow l e s s  r i g h t e o u s  t h a n  
t h e i r  s u r v i v i n g  b r e t h r e n .
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Th i s  p o i n t s ,  t h e n ,  t o  a t h i r d  s o r t  o f  s u f f e r i n g .  

B e s i d e  t h e  g e n e r a l  s u f f e r i n g  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  Adamic c u r s e  

( u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r m s  of  m a n k i n d ' s  e x p u l s i o n  f r om P a r a d i s e ,  

t h e  p r i n c i p l e  of  s o c i a l  h o s t i l i t y ,  e t c . )  and  t h e  h e r o i c  

( u n j u s t )  s u f f e r i n g  o f  p r o p h e t s  a n d  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e i r  

o p p o s i t i o n  of  e v i l ,  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  t h a t  s u f f e r i n g  whi ch  on e  

b r i n g s  upon  o n e s e l f  by s i n n i n g  ( 4 2 : 30  ) .  As s u c h ,  i t  i s  

a l w a y s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  j u d g m e n t ,  a l t h o u g h  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t he  

e l e c t  i t  must  be d i s t i n g u i s h e d  a s  b e i n g  i n  some s e n s e  

d i s c i p l i n a r y  ( i . e .  u l t i m a t e l y  r e d e m p t i v e )  i n  n a t u r e  ( 3 : 1 5 4 ) ;  

w h e r e a s  i n  t h e  c a s e  o f  t h e  r e p r o b a t e  i t  i s  b u t  a f o r e t a s t e  

o f  t h e  e n d l e s s  d a m n a t i o n  t o  f o l l o w  on t h e  L a s t  Day ( e . g .  

2 : 8 5 , 1 1 4 ;  1 6 : 2 6 - 2 9 ;  c f . 9 : 6 8 ) .

O b v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  a p p r o a c h  t o  s u f f e r i n g  h a s  many p o i n t s  

i n  common wi t h  t he  B i b l i c a l  a p p r o a c h ,  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  v i t a l  

d i f f e r e n c e s  a l s o .  The  f i r s t  r e l a t e s  t o  what  we saw e a r l i e r  

o f  t h e  B i b l e ' s  u n e q u i v o c a l  a s s e s s m e n t  o f  d e a t h  as  t h e  d i r e c t  

r e s u l t  o f  m a n ' s  d i s o b e d i e n c e .  W h i l e ,  o n  t h e  one  h a n d ,  t h i s  

may a p p e a r  to b e  i m p l i c i t  m  t he  Q u r a n i c  v i e w , 197 o n  t he  

o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  a l m o s t  c o m p l e t e  a b s e n c e  of  a l l u s i o n  to d e a t h  

w i t h  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t h e  c o n t e n t  of  Go d ' s  p u n i s h m e n t  o f  s m  i n  

t h e  Q u r ' a n  makes  s u c h  a r e a d i n g  o f  the Q u r a n i c  f a l l  

n a r r a t i v e s  h i g h l y  u n l i k e l y . 198 I n s t e a d  d e a t h  may b e  a s s u me d

l 9 7 The f a c t  t h a t  t h e  Ga r d e n  of t h e  a f t e r l i f e  i s  shown 
t o  be a p l a c e  f r o m  w h i c h  man i s  n e v e r  t o  be e x p e l l e d  ( s e e  n.
I l l  a b o v e )  may s u g g e s t  t h a t  t he  p r i m o r d i a l  G a r d e n  a l s o  wo u l d  
h a v e  b e e n  h i s  p e r m a n e n t  home had h e  no t  s i n n e d  ( c f .  pp.  1 0 0 -  
01 above  ) .
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g» t o  r e l a t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  m a n ' s  c r e a t u r e l y  f i n i t u d e  i n  t h e  p l a n

of  God.  F u r t h e r ,  t h e  f e a r ,  g r i e f ,  and o t h e r  s u f f e r i n g  

a s s o c i a t e d  wi t h  d e a t h  c o n t r i b u t e  l i k e  o t h e r  o f  l i f e ' s  

h a r d s h i p s  t o  t h a t  t e s t i n g  deemed e s s e n t i a l  t o  m a n ' s  

s e r v a n t h o o d ,  r e v e a l i n g  and c o n f i r m i n g  e i t h e r  t h e  

f a i t h f u l n e s s  or  f a i t h l e s s n e s s  of h i s  h e a r t .  I n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  

d e a t h  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  e n l a r g e m e n t  o f  m a n ' s  p r e - f a l l  

e x a m i n a t i o n  ( t h e  o t h e r  p o s t - f a l l  h a r d s h i p s  d i f f e r i n g  o n l y  i n  

t h a t  t h e y  a r e  d i r e c t l y  a t t r i b u t a b l e  t o  t h e  f a l l ) .

W h i l e ,  B i b l i c a l l y ,  d e a t h  ( a n d  a l l  t h e  r e l a t e d  for ms  

of  s u f f e r i n g )  s i m i l a r l y  r e p r e s e n t s  a h e i g h t e n i n g  of  t h e  

c o n d i t i o n s  u n d e r  w h i c h  man i s  e x a m i n e d ,  i t  i s  c l e a r l y  v i e w e d  

as  f o r e m o s t  among t h e  h a r d s h i p s  d i r e c t l y  r e s u l t i n g  f r o m  t h e  

f a l l .  As t h e  c o n s e q u e n c e  o f  ma n ' s  c h o i c e ,  b o t h  i n f o r m e d  a n d  

f r e e ,  d e a t h  e v e r y w h e r e  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  o f  

d i v i n e  j u s t i c e  t o  m a n ' s  c a s e .  And,  a c c o r d i n g l y ,  t he  r e m o v a l  

of  t h e  c u r s e  by m e a n s  o f  t h e  a t o n i n g  s a c r i f i c e  o f  C h r i s t  i s  

t o  be  v i e w e d  as  t h e  g r a c i o u s  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of  d i v i n e  

j u s t i c e ,  n o t  to t h e  s i n n e r ,  b u t  t o  t h e  One s i n n e d  a g a i n s t  

( i n  t h e  p e r s o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ) ,  s i n c e  he a l o n e  i s  a b l e  to 

e f f e c t  t h e  r e v e r s a l  n e e d e d  f o r  m a n ' s  s a l v a t i o n .  S i n c e  d e a t h  

i s  c e n t r a l  t o  m a n ' s  f a l l  ( i n  Adam) ,  s o ,  d e a t h  i s  a l s o  

c e n t r a l  t o  h i s  o v e r t h r o w  of  S a t a n  ( i n  C h r i s t )  a n d  t o m a n ' s  

f u l l  r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  d i v i n e  f a v o u r .

i 9 ° T h r e e  t i m e s  t h e  Q u r ' a n  s p e a k s  o f  t he  f i r s t  d e a t h  
( 3 7 : 5 9 ;  4 4 : 3 5 , 5 6 ) .  As w a s  s u g g e s t e d  a b ove  ( n .  1 5 1 ) ,  t h i s  
may i m p l y  s o m e t h i n g  s i m i l a r  t o  t he  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  of  t h e  
s e c o n d  d e a t h  as  t h e  f u l l  r e a l i z a t i o n  of  d e a t h ' s  s e p a r a t i o n  
o f  man f rom God.
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C h r i s t ' s  d e a t h  and r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  t h e n ,  r e p r e s e n t  n o t  

o n l y  t he  s t r u c t u r a l  r e m e d y i n g  of  m a n ' s  c o n d i t i o n ,  b u t  a l s o  

t he  h i s t o r i c a l  b a s i s  f o r  t h e  r a d i c a l  a l t e r a t i o n  of t h e  

c o v e n a n t  p a r a d i g m  by means  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  s u p e r i m p o s i t i o n  o f  

a mode l  o f  r e v e r s a l ,  t h e  r e v e r s a l  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t he  mean i ng  

of  g r a c e ,  B i b l i c a l l y  u n d e r s t o o d .  T h i s  a l t e r a t i o n  g o e s  f a r  

beyond  t he  g r a c i o u s  d e l a y  o r  d e f e r r a l  of  d i v i n e  j udgment  

( i . e .  of  c o v e n a n t  r e q u i t a l - - a l t h o u g h , as  we saw e a r l i e r ,  

t h a t ,  t o o ,  mus t  u l t i m a t e l y  i mp l y  an e l e m e n t  o f  r e v e r s a l ) . 199 

Here g r a c e  s i g n i f i e s  t h e  r e w a r d i n g  o f  good m  t h e  

s i n l e s s n e s s  o f  C h r i s t ,  no t  w i t h  d i v i n e  b l e s s i n g  and f a v o u r ,  

but  w i t h  i t s  o p p o s i t e ,  t h e  u t t e r  f o r s a k e n n e s s  o f  d i v i n e  

c u r s i n g  i n  d e a t h  ( M a t t .  2 7 : 4 5 - 4 6 ;  I s a .  5 3 : 5 - 1 2 ) .

As we have s a i d ,  t h i s  t o t a l  r e v e r s a l  was  f r e e l y  and 

v o l u n t a r i l y  a c c o m p l i s h e d  by God ( i . e .  w i t h  t he  t o t a l  

i n v o l v e m e n t  o f  e a c h  of  t h e  members  o f  t h e  Godhead)  t o  t he  

end t h a t  a n o t h e r  r e v e r s a l  m i g h t  be a c c o m p l i s h e d .  T h a t  

r e v e r s a l  c o n s i s t s  m  G o d ' s  g r a c i o u s  p a r d o n i n g  o f  ( s i n f u l )  

men and women,  h i s  r e l e a s i n g  them f r o m s i n ' s  t y r a n n y  ( i n  

u n i o n  wi t h  C h r i s t )  and h i s  r e mo v i n g  them f r o m t h e  t h r e a t  of  

e t e r n a l  c u r s i n g  a n d  f o r s a k e n n e s s  t o  t h e  p r o m i s e  of

199S e e  pp.  1 1 1 - 1 2  and 117-19 a b o v e .
The p o i n t  h e r e  i s  t h a t  n o w h e r e ,  e x c e p t  i n  t h e  d e a t h  

and r e s u r r e c t i o n  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  i s  e i t h e r  t h a t  r e v e r s a l  
wh i c h  i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  u n j u s t  s u f f e r i n g  o r ,  on 
a n o t h e r  l e v e l ,  t h a t  w h i c h  i s  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  d e f e r r a l  of  
j u d g me n t  i n  g e n e r a l  d e a l t  w i t h  s t r u c t u r a l l y .  F u r t h e r m o r e ,  
some f or m o f  r e v e r s a l ,  r a t h e r  t h a n  r e c i p r o c i t y ,  must  
i n e v i t a b l y  b e  t he  b a s i s  of  s i n f u l  m a n ' s  p a r d o n  and 
r e c o n c i l i a t i o n ,  h i s  r e s t o r e d  c o v e n a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  God, 
w h e t h e r  i n  t h e  B i b l e  o r  Q u r ' a n .

a   — -  
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b l e s s e d n e s s  a n d  e v e r l a s t i n g  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  G o d . 200 I n  

j u d i c i a l  t e r m s ,  t h e n ,  t h e  p e r f e c t  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  o f  C h r i s t  i s  

c r e d i t e d  to t h e  a c c o u n t  o f  t he  s i n n e r  m  whos e  p l a c e  C h r i s t  

v o l u n t a r i l y  s t o o d ,  c o n de mne d  f o r  t he  s i n n e r ' s  s m  (Rom. 5 : 6 -  

21 ;  2 Cor .  5 : 2 1 ) .  Once t h e  s i n n e r  ha s  been  a c c e p t e d  by God, 

t h i s  new r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s s u e s  m  t h e  g r a d u a l  r e s t o r a t i o n  of  

t h e  d i v i n e  i mage  w i t h i n  ( t h a t  i s ,  i n  h i s  o r  h e r  p u r i f i c a t i o n  

f r om s i n )  i n  t h e  company o f  God’ s p e o p l e ,  t h e  Chur ch  (Rom. 

8 : 2 9 ;  1 2 : 1 - 2 ;  Eph.  2 : 2 0 - 2 2 ) .

Al l  o f  t h e  b l e s s i n g s  of  t h i s  s a l v a t i o n ,  of  t h i s  

c o v e n a n t  of  g r a c e ,  a r e  a p p r e h e n d e d  by f a i t h  a l o n e .  Tha t  

f a i t h ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i m p l i e s  t h e  s i n n e r ' s  v o l u n t a r y  s u r r e n d e r  

o f  h i m s e l f  t o  a c t i v e  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  m  t h e  w i l l  of  God.  But ,  

a s  t he  f a i t h  and  i t s  i s s u e  a r e  s o v e r e i g n l y  b e s t o w e d ,  t h e r e  

c a n  be no h i n t  of  s y n e r g i s m  h e r e :  as  we h a ve  s e e n ,  ma n ' s

s a l v a t i o n  i s  t h e  wor k  of  God f r om b e g i n n i n g  t o  e nd .

Havi ng s a i d  t h a t ,  h o w e v e r ,  i t  i s  o f  n o t e  t h a t  t he  

w i l l  o f  God f o r  t he  b e l i e v e r  i n c l u d e s  h i s  or  h e r  b e a r i n g  

" t h e  r e p r o a c h  o f  C h r i s t , "  (Heb.  11: 26 AV; i . e .  s u f f e r i n g  

w i t h  G o d ' s  c o v e n a n t  p e o p l e ,  f o r  r i g h t e o u s n e s s '  s a k e ;  Ma t t .  

5 : 1 0 - 1 2 ;  1 P e t .  2 : 1 9 - 2 3 ) .  Th i s  g i v e s  a n o t h e r  me an i n g  t o  t he  

i n e q u i t y  of p r e s e n t  r e w a r d s ,  t h e  a p p a r e n t  b l e s s i n g  o f  t h e

200Such a r e v e r s a l  i s  t o be v i e w e d ,  n o t  as  a 
c o n t r a v e n t i o n  o f  d i v i n e  j u s t i c e ,  but  r a t h e r  a s  i t s  u n i q u e  
f u l f i l l m e n t ,  f o r  God has  s o v e r e i g n l y  o r d a i n e d  t h a t  t h e  
demands  of  h i s  j u s t i c e  a g a i n s t  o u r  o f f e n s e s  m i g h t  be c a r r i e d  
o u t  i n  t h e  s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y  s a c r i f i c e  o f  C h r i s t .  I n d e e d ,  
B i b l i c a l l y ,  t h e r e  c a n  be no o t h e r  way f o r  God t o  be b o t h  a 
God of  j u s t i c e  and t h e  One who p a r d o n s  m a n ' s  s i n  ( Rom.
3 : 25 - 26  ) .
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w i c k e d  a t  t h e  e x p e n s e  of  t h e  r i g h t e o u s ,  f o r  t h e  s a n c t i f y i n g  

r e s t o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  i ma g e  o f  God w i t h i n  t h e  b e l i e v e r  i s  t o  be 

u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r m s  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  b e i n g  r e ma d e  i n  t h e  

l i k e n e s s  or  i ma g e  o f  C h r i s t .  And s u c h  c o n f o r m i t y  i s  a l w a y s  

s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  met  w i t h  t h e  two c o n t r a r y  r e s p o n s e s  f rom 

o n e ' s  f e l l o w m e n  of  b l e s s i n g  and a c c e p t a n c e ,  o n  t h e  one  h a n d ,  

a n d  of  c u r s i n g  and h o s t i l i t y ,  on  t he  o t h e r  ( J o h n  1 5 : 2 0 ;  1 

C o r .  1 6 : 9 ;  2 C o r .  2 : 1 4 - 1 6 ;  c f .  Luke  2 : 3 4 ;  J o h n  9 : 3 9 ;  1 P e t .  

2 : 6 - 8 ) .  Al l  o f  t h i s ,  of  c o u r s e ,  i s  a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  

s o v e r e i g n  w o r k i n g  o f  God,  t o  t h e  end t h a t ,  a s  t he  b e l i e v e r  

f o l l o w s  m  t h e  p a t h  o f  C h r i s t ' s  v o l u n t a r y  r e s i s t a n c e  of  e v i l  

w i t h  g o o d ,  c u r s i n g  m i g h t  a g a i n  b e  s w a l l o w e d  u p  m  b l e s s i n g .  

F o r  i t  i s  t h u s  t h a t  C h r i s t ' s  t r i u m p h  o v e r  S a t a n  and s i n  i s  

f u r t h e r  e f f e c t e d ,  b o t h  w i t h i n  t h e  b e l i e v e r  a n d  w i t h i n  h i s  

g i v e n  h i s t o r i c a l  s i t u a t i o n  ( A c t s  2 6 : 1 6 - 1 8 ;  C o l .  1 : 24 ) .  201

Wh i l e  t h e  Q u r ' a n  d e a l s  s i m i l a r l y  w i t h  s u f f e r i n g  f o r  

r i g h t e o u s n e s s '  s a k e  m  t e r m s  of  t h e  f a i t h ' s  o n g o i n g  t r i a l ,  

a s  was s e e n  a b o v e ,  t h e  p a r a d i g m  f o r  s u c h  r e v e r s a l ,  t h e  

p r o p h e t i c  p a r a d i g m ,  i s  n e v e r  r e a l l y  j o i n e d  t o  t h e  s t r u c t u r e  

o f  r e a l i t y  i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  g r a c i o u s  r e d e m p t i o n  of  t h e  r a c e  

by v i c a r i o u s  a t o n e m e n t .  B i b l i c a l l y  s p e a k i n g ,  s u c h  a t o n e m e n t  

i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  r e s t o r e d  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e l a t i o n ,  wh i c h  

a l o n e  s t a n d s  w i t h i n  t h e  new c o v e n a n t  o f  G o d ' s  g r a c e .  No 

s u c h  new c o v e n a n t  e x i s t s  m  t h e  Q u r ' a n . T h e r e  t he  me r c y  o f  

God t o  s i n n e r s  m  h i s  s o v e r e i g n  b e s t o w a l  o f  b l e s s i n g  and 

f o r g i v e n e s s  h a s  no d e f i n i t i v e  h i s t o r i c a l  b a s i s .  W h a t e v e r

C ■ -------------------------------------------------------------------------------

a o l See W r i g h t ,  C o l o s s i a n s  a n d  P h i l e m o n , pp .  8 7 - 9 1 .
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e l s e  t h i s  may be t h o u g h t  t o  s u g g e s t ,  i t  i s  i n d i s p u t a b l e  t h a t  

a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  r e a d i n g  of  t h e  human s i t u a t i o n  i s  

d i s t i n c t l y  n o n - B i b l i c a l : i t  n e i t h e r  a c c e p t s  n o r  a s s u me s  a

B i b l i c a l  view o f  s a l v a t i o n .  And t h i s  p o i n t  i s  one whi ch  

c a n n o t  be  s t a t e d  t oo  e m p h a t i c a l l y ,  f o r  i t  i s  v i t a l  t o  a l l  of 

t h e  md j o r  d i f f e r e n c e s  b e t w e e n  t h e  two S c r i p t u r e s .

N e i t h e r  f rom t h e  Q u r a n i c  n o r  t h e  B i b l i c a l  p o i n t  o f  

v i e w ,  was Go d ' s  c r e a t i o n  o f  c r e a t u r e s  who c o u l d  r e b e l  

a g a i n s t  him i n  c o n t r a d i c t i o n  of  h i s  wi sdom.  Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  

t h e  a n g e l i c  c o m p l a i n t  of  2 : 3 0  was d i s m i s s e d ,  n o t  on the  

b a s i s  of  i t s  b e i n g  j u d g e d  e r r o n e o u s ,  b u t  r a t h e r  i t s  b e i n g  

o n l y  p a r t i a l :  t h e  a n s w e r  mus t  be r e s e r v e d  f o r  a h i g h e r

wi sdom a n d  a h i g h e r  Mi nd t h a n  t h e  m e r e l y  c r e a t u r e l y .  The 

p u r p o s e f u l n e s s  o f  m a n ' s  c r e a t i o n  i s  s t r e s s e d  a g a i n s t  t he  

p a g a n  n o t i o n  t h a t  l i f e  i s  m e a n i n g l e s s ,  a  " d i v i n e  j o k e "  

( 2 1 : 1 6 - 1 7 ;  2 3 : 1 1 5 ;  4 4 : 3 8 - 3 9 ) .  But  a s i d e  f rom t h e  f a c t  t h a t  

m a n ' s  l i f e  i s  d e s i g n e d  as  a t e s t ,  t o  s e e  w h e t h e r  he w i l l  

e mbr a ce  o r  r e j e c t  G o d ' s  t r u t h ,  w i l l  k e e p  or  v i o l a t e  God ' s  

c o v e n a n t ,  t h e r e  i s  no r e a l  a n s we r  g i v e n  t o  t h e  i m p l i c i t  

c h a r g e  o f  d i v i n e  i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  m  t e r m s  of  l i f e ' s  e v i l  

and i n j u s t i c e  ( 1 1 : 7 ;  6 7 : 2 ) .  Man ' s  s i g n i f i c a n c e  u l t i m a t e l y  

i s  t o  f u l f i l  t h e  i n s c r u t a b l e  d i v i n e  p u r p o s e s  f o r  w h i c h  he 

was made.  These  mus t  be  u n d e r s t o o d  as i n v o l v i n g  G o d ' s  

r e v e l a t i o n  of  h i s  w i l l  t o  man,  r e s u l t i n g  i n  t h e  g l o r y  of  God 

i n  some way ( e . g .  1 7 : 4 4 ;  2 4 : 3 6 , 4 1 ;  4 8 : 9 ) .  P e r h a p s  t h e  

c l e a r e s t  s t a t e m e n t  h e r e  i s  f o u n d  i n  G o d ' s  d e c l a r e d  i n t e n t i o n
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t o  f i l l  H e l l  ( a n d ,  i m p l i c i t l y ,  P a r a d i s e  a l s o )  w i t h  men a n d  

j i n n  (38 : 85;  c f .  7 : 1 7 9 ;  1 1 : 1 1 9 ) .

A l t h o u g h  s i m i l a r  i n  a  number  o f  r e s p e c t s ,  t h e

B i b l i c a l  p i c t u r e  h e r e  i s  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  d i f f e r e n t  a l s o .  As

m  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  man e x i s t s  f o r  t h e  g l o r y  of  Go d ,  and i n  a l l  

t h a t  he d o e s  h e  i n s c r u t a b l y  f u l f i l s  t h e  p u r p o s e s  o f  God f o r  

h i s  l i f e  and,  s o ,  g l o r i f i e s  God, w h e t h e r  m a n i f e s t i n g  or  

( i n e f f e c t u a l l y )  d e n y i n g  h i s  p u r p o s e  m  c r e a t i o n .  B u t ,  a s  we 

h a v e  s a i d ,  t h a t  p u r p o s e  i s  o p e n l y  d e c l a r e d  t o  be t h e  i ma g i n g  

o f  God.  And t h e r e i n  l i e s  t h e  g r e a t  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e

B i b l i c a l  and Q u r a n i c  v i e w s  o f  man.

B i b l i c a l l y ,  t h e n ,  i t  i s  m a n ' s  a t t e m p t e d  p e r v e r s i o n  of  

t h e  d i v i n e  i mage  w i t h i n  w h i c h  c a l l s  f o r  j u d g m e n t ,  t h a t  

j u d g me n t  m  i t s e l f  b e i n g  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  h o l y  

a b h o r r e n c e  of  e v i l .  L i k e w i s e ,  t h e  new J e r u s a l e m  r e p r e s e n t s

t h e  c o n s u m m a t i o n  of  t h e  d i v i n e  p u r p o s e  f o r  t h o s e  i n  whom t h e

d i v i n e  i mage  i s ,  m  t h i s  l i f e ,  b e i n g  r e s t o r e d .  Q u i t e

s i m p l y ,  i t  i s  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r ms  o f  m a n ' s  b e i n g

r e s t o r e d  t o  t h e  p e r f e c t  i n t i m a c y  w i t h  h i s  d i v i n e  L o v e r  f o r  

w h i c h  he was  c r e a t e d  i n  h i s  i m a g e .  So,  b a s i c  t o  m a n ' s  

m e a n i n g  i n  c r e a t i o n  i s  t h e  l o v e  o f  God,  b o t h  f o r  and i n  h i m .  

And b e c a u s e  t he  i n t e n d e d  r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  m u t u a l  i n t i m a c y  

b e t w e e n  God and man i n v o l v e d  Ad a m' s  f r e e  a g e n c y ,  w h i c h  in 

t h e  f o r e k n o w l e d g e  of  God wo u l d  t r a g i c a l l y  i s s u e  i n m a n ' s  

f a l l ,  c a l l i n g  f o r  C h r i s t ' s  r e d e m p t i v e  o f f e r i n g  o f  h i m s e l f  t o  

God,  t h e r e  i s  no s e n s e  i n  w h i c h  e i t h e r  C h r i s t ' s  d e a t h  o r  t h e  

e l e c t i o n  o f  b e l i e v i n g  s i n n e r s  t o  s a l v a t i o n  in C h r i s t  i s  t o
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be c o u n t e d  a d i v i n e  a f t e r t h o u g h t  ( M a t t .  2 5 : 3 4 ;  Eph .  1 : 4 ;

Rev.  1 3 : 8 ) .

I t  i s  i n  t h i s  s e n s e  t h a t  C h r i s t  and  p a r t i c u l a r l y  h i s  

ho u r  o f  " g l o r i f i c a t i o n "  ( i . e .  o f  mo s t  i n t i m a t e  s e l f ­

r e v e l a t i o n  ) aoa on  t he  c r o s s  i s  a t  t h e  h e a r t  of ma n ' s  

u l t i m a t e  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  W r i t i n g  of G o d ' s  maki ng  ma n k i n d  i n  

h i s  i ma g e ,  N. T. Wr i g h t  p u t s  i t  t h i s  way:

The c r e a t i o n  of  s u c h  b e i n g s  e n t a i l e d  t h e  
p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  t h e y  wo u l d  r e b e l  a g a i n s t  h i m.
Such r e b e l l i o n  c o u l d  no t  b a f f l e  or  p e r p l e x  him,  
n o r  c o n f o u n d  h i s  p u r p o s e s :  i t  would evoke t h a t
q u a l i t y  a bove  a l l  o t h e r s  o f  wh i c h  he had no l a c k ,  
n a m e l y ,  t he  g e n e r o u s  l o v e  e x p r e s s e d  o n  t he  
c r o s s  . ao3

Man was  c r e a t e d  t o  be t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  of  t h a t  d i v i n e  l o v e  — 

i t s  j u s t i c e ,  mercy and h u m i l i t y .  Adam' s  f a l l  r e n d e r e d  ma n ' s  

o r i g i n a l  p u r p o s e  i n  c r e a t i o n  a  t o t a l  i m p o s s i b i l i t y .  B u t ,  i n  

J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  t h e  g r a c e  o f  God i n t e r v e n e d  on o u r  b e h a l f .  I n  

b e comi ng  a man,  C h r i s t ,  t h e  e t e r n a l  e x p r e s s i o n  o r  i mage  of 

God,  r e s t o r e d  t h e  d i v i n e  image t o  t h e  r a c e .  And by h i s  

d e a t h  and r e s u r r e c t i o n ,  he  e f f e c t e d  t h e  g r a c i o u s  r e v e r s a l  

s i g n i f i e d  b y  t he  new c o v e n a n t  (Luke 2 2 : 2 0 ;  1 Co r .  1 1 : 2 5 ;  c f .  

Mark 1 4 : 2 4 ) .  T h i s  c o v e n a n t  i s  ' i n s c r i b e d '  by t h e  S p i r i t  of  

God i n  t he  h e a r t s  o f  a l l  who s i n c e r e l y  s u b m i t  t o  Go d ' s  f u l l  

r e v e l a t i o n  o f  h i m s e l f  t o  us  i n  C h r i s t  ( J e r .  3 1 : 3 3 - 3 4 ;  2 Cor .  

3 : 3 ) ,  whi ch r e v e l a t i o n  i s  n e c e s s a r i l y  b o t h  p e r f e c t  and

, £

30aThe  p o i n t  i n  J o h n ' s  f r e q u e n t  use  o f  t h e  m o t i f  of 
" g l o r y "  i s  t h a t  t h e  d i v i n e  s p l e n d o u r  i n h e r e s  i n  a l l  t h a t  God 
i s ,  a n d  p a r t i c u l a r l y  i n  h i s  h o l y  c h a r a c t e r .  See J o h n  1 2 : 2 3 — 
33;  1 3 : 3 1 - 3 2 ;  1 7 : 1 ;  c f .  1 : 1 4 .

203C o l o s s i a n s  and  P h i l e m o n ,  p .  78.
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u n r e p e a t a b l e .  H e n c e ,  f rom a B i b l i c a l  p o i n t  o f  v i e w,  any 

a d d i t i o n s  t o  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  God i n  C h r i s t ,  a s  g i v e n  t o  u s  

by t h e  B i b l i c a l  w i t n e s s ,  c a n  o n l y  d e t r a c t  f r om h i s  a b s o l u t e  

c l a r i t y  a s  t h e  Word o f  G o d . aoA

Mi n u s  so  i mmense  an a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  J e s u s  and h i s  

s a l v i f i c  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  d o e s  n o t  

h e s i t a t e  t o  v i e w h i s  m i s s i o n  as  p r e c u r s o r y  t o  t h a t  o f  

Muljammad. A c c o r d i n g l y ,  t he  h i s t o r i c a l  b e n e f i t s  of  J e s u s '  

p r o p h e t i c  m i n i s t r y  a r e  g e n e r a l l y  t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  t e m p o r a r y ,  

as  a r e  t h o s e  of  a l l  t h e  e a r l i e r  p r e - Mu h a mma d a n  p r o p h e t s .  

Q u r a n i c a i l y  s p e a k i n g ,  t h e  e v i d e n c e  f o r  t h i s  may be s a i d  t o  

be v i s i b l e  m  two p r o m i n e n t  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  o f  t h e  c o m m u n i t y  

J e s u s  f o u n d e d .  The f i r s t  i s  t h e  s e c t a r i a n  d i v i s i o n  o f  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n s .  And t h e  s e c o n d ,  wh i c h  i s  t o  be  v i e w e d  a s  t h e  

p r o d u c t  o f  t h e  f i r s t ,  i s  t h e  r e l a t i v e  i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  of  t h e  

C h r i s t i a n s  e n c o u n t e r e d  i n  Muhammadan A r a b i a ;  t h a t  i s ,  t h e i r  

i n e f f e c t i v e n e s s  t o  r e s t r a i n  t h e  e v i l  m  t h e  w o r l d  a r o u n d  

t hem,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  t h e  e v i l s  o f  i d o l a t r o u s  w o r s h i p ,  e x c e s s  

and i n j u s t i c e  w h i c h  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  J a h i l l  s o c i e t y .  What  we 

have  s e e n  e l s e w h e r e  i s  t r u e  h e r e  a l s o :  i t  i s  t h a t  d u a l

c o n c e r n  f o r  t r u e  r e l i g i o n  and f o r  a  j u s t  a nd  m o r a l  s o c i e t y  

whi ch  g u i d e s  and i n f o r m s  a l l  Q u r a n i c  t h o u g h t .

20AT h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  
f ound  i n  J o h n  1 : 1 - 1 8  a n d  Heb.  1 : 1 —3 c o n c e r n i n g  J e s u s  a s  t h e  
d i v i n e  l o g o s . On J o h n ' s  use  o f  t h a t  t e r m ,  c o n s u l t  Leon 
M o r r i s ,  The G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g  t o  J o h n  ( Gr a n d  R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  
B. Ee r d ma n s  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 7 1 ) ,  p p .  1 1 5 - 2 6 .
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I I I :  CONCLUSION

We h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  m  many r e s p e c t s  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

c o n c e p t i o n  o f  A l l a h  r e p r e s e n t s  a r e v e r s a l  of  t h e  J a h i l l  

c o n c e p t i o n .  To b e g i n ,  t h e  God o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i s  n e i t h e r  

r e mo t e  f r o m n o r  i n d i f f e r e n t  t o t h e  human s i t u a t i o n .  He i s ,  

i n s t e a d ,  d i r e c t l y  i n v o l v e d  and v e r y  much c o n c e r n e d  a b o u t  t h e  

e t h i c o - r e l i g i o u s  r e s p o n s e  o f  e v e r y  i n d i v i d u a l  t o  h i s  

r e v e l a t o r y  a y a t : h i s  wi sdom and m a j e s t y ,  h i s  g o o d n e s s  and

s e v e r i t y ,  a r e  e v i d e n t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  w h o l e  c r e a t e d  o r d e r  and 

c a l l  f o r  a t t i t u d e s  o f  d e p e n d e n c e ,  g r a t i t u d e ,  r e v e r e n t  f e a r  

a n d  v o l u n t a r y  s u b m i s s i o n .  He i s  a l s o  a God who s p e a k s  

t h r o u g h  h i s  m e s s e n g e r s ,  t h e  p r o p h e t s ,  a n d  t o  whom a l l  

ma nk i nd  i s  o b l i g a t e d  c o v e n a n t a l l y . T h r o u g h  h i s  p r o p h e t s ,  he 

d e c l a r e s  t h a t  h e  i s  t o t a l l y  i n v o l v e d  i n  t h e  human s i t u a t i o n  

- - i t s  so  v e r y  p r e v a l e n t  s u f f e r i n g  and i n e q u i t y  

n o t w i t h s t a n d i n g .  And he p r o m i s e s  g u i d a n c e  a n d  e t e r n a l  

b l e s s i n g  ( i . e .  t h e  u l t i m a t e  i mp r o v e me n t  of  t h e  human 

c o n d i t i o n )  t o t h o s e  who s u b m i t  t o  h i s  w i l l  a s  r e v e a l e d  by 

h i s  p r o p h e t s  a n d  r e a l i z e d  s o c i a l l y  by t h e  p r o p h e t i c  umma.

<** God,  t h e n ,  i s  t o  be v i e we d  as  no mere ' a b s e n t e e

p r e s i d e n t , '  m a n i p u l a t e d  by an e n t i r e  t r i b e  o f

158
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( i n - ) s u b o r d i n a t e  g o d s ,  who t h u s  d e s e r v e  more  h o n o u r  and 

a t t e n t i o n  t h a n  he .  R a t h e r ,  he s t a n d s  e x a l t e d ,  a s  p e e r l e s s  

" Lo r d  o f  t h e  w o r l d s . "  None c an  i n  a n y  wi s e  r e s i s t  h i s  w i l l .  

And,  s o ,  t o  h i m a l o n e  i s  a l l  g l o r y .  P r a c t i c a l l y ,  t h i s  means  

t h a t ,  a s  i n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  c a s e ,  man i s  i n  no wi s e  a l l o w e d  t o  

e n t e r  i n t o  a n y  ' n e g o t i a t i o n  of  t e r m s '  w i t h  God.  Bu t ,  u n l i k e  

t h e  B i b l i c a l  v i e w ,  n e i t h e r  i s  t h e  c o v e n a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  

b e  c o n c e i v e d  o f  as  i n  any r e a l  s e n s e  d i a l o g i c a l :  o n l y  i n

e x c e p t i o n a l  c a s e s  i s  i t  e x p e c t e d  t h a t  man s h o u l d  e n gage  i n  

p r a y e r  a s  n o r m a l  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  w i t h  God ( d u c a ' ) .  A n y t h i n g  

w h i c h  m i g h t  be  t h o u g h t  t o  s u g g e s t  an e q u a l i t y  o r  p e e r s h i p  t o  

God,  e i t h e r  d i r e c t l y  o r  m e d i a t o r i a l l y  ( t h r o u g h  t h e  g o d s ) ,  

mu s t  be r e j e c t e d .

H e r e ,  t h e n ,  i s  wh e r e  t h e  t r a n s c e n d e n c e  of  God i s  

m a n i f e s t e d  Q u r a n i c a l l y .  D e s p i t e  t h e . f a c t  t h a t  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  

( a l b e i t  o n l y  . n e - wa y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n ,  i n  t he  s t r i c t  s e n s e  o f  

t h e  t e r m )  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  o r  

t h a t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  o f  c o v e n a n t  c o n s i s t s  i n  a 

r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  d i v i n e - h u m a n  " r e c i p r o c i t y "  ( a l t h o u g h  no t  a t  

a l l  i n  t h e  s e n s e  of  e q u a l i t y ) - - d e s p i t e  t he  f a c t  t h a t  d i v i n e -  

human a n a l o g y  i s  e v e r y w h e r e  e s s e n t i a l  t o  Q u r a n i c  mo n o t h e i s m 

— t h e r e  i s  n e v e r  any open e mb r a c e  of  s u c h  a n a l o g y  i n  t he  

Q u r ' a n .  R a t h e r  t he  B i b l i c a l  t e a c h i n g  c o n c e r n i n g  m a n ' s  

i m a g i n g  o f  God s e e m s — a n d ,  i n d e e d ,  Mu s l i ms  h a v e  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c a l l y  t a k e n  i t  s o — t o  be c a t e g o r i c a l l y  e x c l u d e d  

h e r e .  S o ,  a l s o ,  a p a r t  f r om c e r t a i n  e x c e p t i o n a l  c a s e s  ( t h e  

d e s i g n a t i o n  o f  p r o p h e t  Abraham a s  t h e  " f r i e n d "  of  God,  f o r
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e x a mp l e ) ,  v i r t u a l l y  a l l  p r o p i n q u i t y  i s  e x c l u d e d  f rom 

d e s c r i p t i v e s  of  ma n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  God.  As v i c e g e r e n t  o f  

God on e a r t h ,  man i s  p r e e m i n e n t l y  t h e  s e r v a n t  o r  s l a v e  of 

God.

As M a s t e r ,  God i s  no t  t o  be v i e wed  as  i n  any wi s e  

t y r a n n i c a l  o r  a b u s i v e  o f  h i s  a u t h o r i t y ,  f o r  he i s  s a i d  to be 

b o t h  j u s t  and  c o m p a s s i o n a t e .  His L o r d s h i p  does  n o t ,  

h o we v e r ,  b r o o k  any  n o t i o n  of  h u m i l i t y  o r  o f  s e l f - r e v e l a t o r y  

i n t i m a c y  w i t h  t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  of  m a n k i n d - - o r  even  of  t h e  

f a i t h f u l ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r .  Hence ,  t h e  g o a l  of a l l  of  man ' s  

p i e t y  i s  n o t  t h a t  he i s  t o  be l i k e  God ( a l t h o u g h ,  as we have 

s e e n ,  t h i s  i s  u n a v o i d a b l y  i m p l i c i t  t h r o u g h o u t  t h e  Q u r ' a n ) .  

R a t h e r ,  t he  g o a l  i s  s i m p l y  t h a t  he i s  t o c o n f o r m t o t h e  

v e r b a l l y  r e v e a l e d  w i l l  o f  God f o r  h i s  l i f e  ( t h e  a c c e p t a n c e  

o f  h i s  l i m i t a t i o n s ,  as mere  man,  b e i n g  v i t a l  h e r e ) . 1 

G r a n t e d ,  m a n ' s  s e r v a n t h o o d  i n c l u d e s  c e n t r a l l y  t h e  n o t i o n  of 

h i s  v i c e g e r e n c y  on e a r t h ,  and many a s p e c t s  of  t h a t  c a l l i n g  

a r e  d i s t i n c t l y  p o s i t i v e .  Bu t ,  f o r  a l l  t h e  g r a n d e u r  of  t h a t  

p r o f e s s i o n a l  a p p o i n t m e n t ,  man r e m a i n s ,  one mi gh t  s ay ,  a 

' n o b l e  s l a v e . '  T h e r e  i s ,  t h e n ,  c o n s i d e r a b l e  t e n s i o n  b e t we e n  

t h e  e x p l i c i t  and t h e  i m p l i c i t  t e a c h i n g  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n  on the 

r e l a t i o n  man b e a r s  t o  God;  t h a t  i s ,  much o f  t he  Q u r ' a n ' s

1In t e r m s  o f  p r o p h e t i c  r e v e l a t i o n ,  t y p i c a l l y  i t  i s  
t h e  ' w h a t , '  and n o t  t he  l a r g e r  ' why'  o r  ' h o w , '  o f  God’ s  w i l l  
f o r  man whi ch  t he  p r o p h e t s  a r e  c o mmi s s i o n e d  t o r e v e a l .  And, 
s e e m i n g l y ,  i m p l i c i t  i n  t h i s  i s  t he  t h o u g h t  t h a t  t o  man i s  
g i v e n  t h e  c a p a c i t y  t o  o b e y ,  b u t  not  r e a l l y  t o  c ompr e hend  m  
any  s i g n i f i c a n t  m e a s u r e .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

161

e x p l i c i t  t e a c h i n g  h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o o p p o s e  t h a t  d i v i n e - h u m a n  

a n a l o g y  wh i c h  i s  o f  i t s  e s s e n c e .

B i b l i c a l l y ,  by c o n t r a s t ,  man i s  d e s i g n a t e d ,  n o t  o n l y  

G o d ' s  ' s l a v e , 1 b u t  a l s o  h i s  ' s o n , '  h i s  ' f r i e n d '  and h i s  ' c o ­

w o r k e r , '  t o  name o n l y  a few o f  t h e  t e r m s  c o n n o t i n g  t h e  

d i v i n e l y  o r d a i n e d  p r o p i n q u i t y  of  m a n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  God.  

So,  w h i l e  man i s  s e p a r a t e d  f r o m h i s  C r e a t o r  by an  i m p a s s a b l e  

o n t o l o g i c a l  g u l f  ( a s  me r e  c r e a t u r e ) ,  he i s  a l s o  o p e n l y  s a i d  

t o  h a v e  b e e n  c r e a t e d  ' m  G o d ' s  l i k e n e s s , '  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  

i n  t e r m s  o f  t h e  t o t a l i t y  of  m a n ' s  b e i n g .  As i s  Q u r a n i c a l l y  

t h e  c a s e ,  m a n ' s  e n t i r e  o b l i g a t i o n  i s  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t h e  

r e v e a l e d  w i l l  o f  God.  B i b l i c a l l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  m a n ' s  s u b m i s s i o n  

h a s  much l a r g e r  d i m e n s i o n s ;  f o r ,  i n  s u b m i t t i n g  t o  God,  man 

i s  c r e a t e d  t o  r e f l e c t  t h e  g l o r y  of  God a n d ,  t h u s - - m  

i n t i m a t e  u n i o n  w i t h  h i m - - t o  e n j o y  h i m f o r e v e r .

An a l o g y  a n d  i n t i m a c y ,  t h e n ,  a r e  t h e  h e a r t  and s o u l  o f  

t h e  B i b l i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t he  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p .  

B e l i e v i n g  man i s  t h u s  i n v i t e d  t o  e n g a g e  m  a r e l a t i o n s h i p  o f  

d i a l o g u e  w i t h  God,  t h e  f r u i t  o f  w h i c h  i s  t w o - f o l d :  b o t h  t h e

b e l i e v e r ' s  i n n e r  r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  i ma g e ,  m  t h e  

c o n t e x t  of  a  b r o k e n  and h u r t i n g  w o r l d ,  and  h i s  a c t u a l  

p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  t h e  d i v i n e  r e s h a p i n g  of  t h a t  wo r i d  

a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  d i v i n e  p l a n . 2

aThe B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n  of  t h e  c o v e n a n t  r e l a t i o n s h i p  
m  t e r m s  of  g e n u i n e  f r i e n d s h i p  makes  t wo - wa y  c o m m u n i c a t i o n  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  i t .  I n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  r e l a t i o n s h i p  i s  
d i a l o g i c a l .  The B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  p r a y e r  i n  a f a l l e n  
w o r l d  c o n s i s t s  l a r g e l y  i n  t h e  n o t i o n  o f  G o d ' s  h a v i n g  i n v i t e d  
man t o  c a l l  him t o  c o v e n a n t  f a i t h f u l n e s s  i n  a w o r l d  a l l  t oo 
f r e q u e n t l y  a p p e a r i n g  t o deny  t h a t  f a i t h f u l n e s s .  E s s e n t i a l
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I n  v i e w of  t h e  t e n s i o n  i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

c o n c e p t  o f  man,  i t  i s  t o be e x p e c t e d  t h a t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

a s s e s s m e n t  of  m a n ' s  s i n  i s  s i m i l a r l y  c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by v e r y  

s i g n i f i c a n t  t e n s i o n .  Here t h e  t e n s i o n  r e l a t e s  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

t o  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  s i n  and o f  m a n ' s  r e l a t i o n s h i p  t o  s m .

Wh i l e  t h e  m i n o r i t y  p o s i t i o n  on Adam a p p e a r s  t o  s u g g e s t  a 

s i n f u l n e s s  i n h e r e n t  m  man by c r e a t i o n ,  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

n a r r a t i v e s  p r e s e n t  h i m as b o t h  a l t o g e t h e r  r e s p o n s i b l e  f o r  

h i s  p r i m o r d i a l  s m  a n d  p r o n e  t o r e b e l l i o n  a n d  u n b e l i e f  o n l y  

s u b s e q u e n t  t o t h a t  e v e n t ;  f u r t h e r ,  t h e r e  a r e  c o n s i d e r a b l e  

d a t a  e l s e w h e r e  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  c o n f i r m i n g  t h i s  l a t t e r  v i e w .

B u t  t h i s  i s  n o t  t h e  wh o l e  of  t h e  Q u r a n i c  t e n s i o n  i n  

r e s p e c t  t o  m a n ' s  s m ,  f o r  t h e r e  i s  a l s o  a s e c o n d  ( i . e .  a 

n o n - A d a m i c )  p i c t u r e  o f  man g i v e n  t o  u s .  And t h a t  p i c t u r e  

s u g g e s t s  t h a t  s i n  i s  e s s e n t i a l l y  e x t e r i o r  t o  b e l i e v e r s ,  

r e s i d i n g  e x c l u s i v e l y ,  r a t h e r ,  m  t h e  s u p e r t r i b e  of  k u f r  o r  

o f  s h i r k .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  t r u e  p i e t y  ( a s  t h e  n e w - - t h a t  i s ,  t h e  

Q u r a n i c - - b a s i s  o f  s u c h  a t r a n s p o s i t i o n  o f  t h e  o l d  J a h i l i  

c o n c e p t i o n  of  t r i b a l  n o b i l i t y )  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  r e s i d e  m  t h e  

s u p e r t n b e  of  I s l a m ,  t o  be i n d i v i d u a l l y  a c t u a l i z e d  by e a c h  

Mu s l i m i n  h i s  o r  h e r  a c t i v e  c o n f o r m i t y  t o  t h e  r e v e a l e d  

Mu s l i m i d e a l .  I n  t e r m s  of  t h e  t wo  d i f f e r e n t  v i e ws  o f  man,  

t h e n ,  t h e r e  i s  a m b i g u i t y  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  q u e s t i o n — a q u e s t i o n  

n o wh e r e  r a i s e d  by  t h e  Q u r ' a n - - o f  w h e t h e r  t h e  r i g h t e o u s n e s s  

w h i c h  may be s a i d  t o  e a r n  a n  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s a l v a t i o n  i s s u e s

t o t h a t  i n v i t a t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  t h o u g h t  t h a t  m  s u c h  a 
r e l a t i o n s h i p  man s h o u l d  g r a d u a l l y  be t r a n s f o r m e d  i n t o  t h e  
l i k e n e s s  o f  t h e  p e r f e c t  j u s t i c e ,  mercy and  h u m i l i t y  he s e e k s  
i n  God.
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f rom h i s  o r  he r  i n h e r e n t  e x c e l l e n c e  o r  i s  more e x t e r n a l ,  

d e r i v i n g  f r om h i s  or  h e r  s h a r e  in t h e  n o b i l i t y  o f  t h e  f a mi l y  

of  f a i t h .

I t  i s  p r i m a r i l y  t o  t h e  s econd  vi ew of  man t h a t  the 

Qu r a n i c  c o n c e p t  o f  s a l v a t i o n  a n s w e r s .  F o r  s a l v a t i o n  r e l a t e s  

p r i m a r i l y  t o  t he  p r o p h e t i c  s e t t i n g  f o r t h  o f  t he  Musl im i d e a l  

of  n o b i l i t y .  R e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  a t t e n t i o n  i s  g i v e n  t o  e i t h e r  

t he  need f o r  or  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  the d i v i n e  work o f  s a l v a t i o n ' s  

i n n e r  c l e a n s i n g  o f  t he  b e l i e v e r .  R a t h e r ,  a l mos t  t he  e n t i r e  

f o c u s  i s  on the  way of  s a l v a t i o n ,  i n c l u s i v e  of  t h e  whol e  

m a t t e r  of communal  s t r u g g l e  i n  the g r e a t  wa r  of  good a g a i n s t  

e v i l .  The b e l i e v e r ' s  ( a t  t he  very l e a s t ,  o c c a s i o n a l )  

e n d u r a n c e  o f  u n j u s t  s u f f e r i n g  i n  t h a t  c o n t e x t ,  i s  to be 

v i e we d  as n e c e s s a r y  b o t h  f o r  vhe t e s t i n g  o f  f a i t h  and f o r  

t h e  o v e r t h r o w  of  t h e  v a r i o u s  h i s t o r i c  m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  o f  e v i l  

i n  t h e  w o r l d ;  f u r t h e r ,  s u c h  t e s t i n g  b r i n g s  g r e a t  r e war d  to 

t h e  b e l i e v e r  who p e r s e v e r e s  i n  f a i t h  ( mar t y r dom b r i n g i n g  the  

g r e a t e s t  r e wa r d ,  n a t u r a l l y ) .

We h a v e  s a i d  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  s e c ond  

vi ew o f  man f o r  t h e  most  p a r t .  Ob v i o u s l y ,  howeve r ,  i t  i s  t o 

t h e  A d a m - r e l a t e d  v i e w of  man t h a t  i t s  l a r g e r  b a s i s — m  what 

we ha ve  t e r me d  ' common g r a c e ' - - c o r r e s p o n d s . As was s e e n ,  a 

g r a c i o u s  r e p r i e v e  was g r a n t e d  t o  t he  r a c e  i n  Adam, whose s m  

s h o u l d  o t h e r w i s e  h a v e  w a r r a n t e d  i mme d i a t e ,  a b s o l u t e  

r e t r i b u t i o n .  And t h i s  n o t i o n  o f  t he  p a r t i a l  d e f e r r a l  o f  

r e w a r d s  a l l o w s  f o r  a l l  o f  t he  human e x p r e s s i o n s  o f  b o t h  good 

and  e v i l  i n s u b s e q u e n t  h i s t o r y .  A c c o r d i n g l y ,  i t  p r o v i d e s
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t h e  b a s i s  b o t h  f o r  t h e  s o c i o l o g i c a l  c o n f l i c t  o f  t h e s e  two 

and f o r  f a i t h ' s  c o n t i n u e d  t r i a l  i n  such  a n  e n v i r o n m e n t .

Beyond t h i s  n e c e s s a r y  c o r r e s p o n d e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  

Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t s  of  s a l v a t i o n  and common g r a c e ,  t h e r e  i s  

a l s o  t he  f a c t  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  mus t  i n  some s e n s e  r e l a t e  t o 

t h e  b a s i c  need f o r  i t .  Bu t ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  a d i r e c t  

r e l a t i o n s h i p  b e t w e e n  Adam as  t h e  p r i m o r d i a l  ' d a r k e n e r '  of 

t he  r a c e  a nd  t h e  p r o p h e t s  a s  t h e  b e a r e r s  of  G o d ' s  r enewed 

r e v e l a t i o n ,  t he  l i n e  i s  m  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s  an o b l i q u e  one .  

B a r r i n g  t h e  s t a n d a r d  Mus l i m d i s c o u n t i n g s  o f  t h e  m a j o r i t y  

p o s i t i o n  on  Ad a m- - wh i c h  d i s c o u n t i n g s  s e e  h i s  s m  as o n l y  

d e m o n s t r a t i v e  o f ,  no t  d e t e r m i n a t i v e  o f ,  a much r e d u c e d  s m  

p r i n c i p l e  i n  m a n - - t h e r e  i s  a s e n s e  m  wh i c h  s p e c i a l  g r a c e  

r e l a t e s  t o  t he  n e e d s  o f  b e l i e v e r s  ( and p o t e n t i a l  b e l i e v e r s )  

as  t h e  e l e c t  among t h e  ' c h i l d r e n  o f  Adam, '  s i n c e  i t  i s  t he  

e n t i r e  r a c e  whi ch  s t a n d s  m  need  o f  r a d i c a l  s p i r i t u a l  

r e o r i e n t a t i o n  t o w a r d s  God ( t h a t  i s ,  i n  n e e d  o f  g u i d a n c e ) . 3

But  t h a t  b e i n g  s o ,  i t  i s  o f  f a r  more  s i g n i f i c a n c e  

Q u r a n i c a l l y  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  r e l a t e s  f i n a l l y ,  n o t  t o t h e  

g e n e r a l i t y  of  m a n k i n d ,  b u t  o n l y  t o  t h e  e l e c t ,  c o n c e i v e d  of  

i n  t e r m s  o f  t he  J a h i l i  n o t i o n  of  t h e  t r i b a l  r o o t i n g  o f

30 f  c o u r s e ,  i f  we f o l l o w  t h e  r o u t e  o f  mo s t  Mus l i m 
i n t e r p r e t e r s ,  i . e . ,  i f  we b e g i n  w i t h  t h e  p r e e m i n e n c e  o f  t h e  
s e c o n d  v i e w  of  man and t h e n  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  a d j u s t  Adam' s  f a l l  
t o  f i t  w i t h  i t ,  we r e d u c e  t h e  t e n s i o n  by a t t e m p t i n g  a t  l e a s t  
a p a r t i a l  i n t e g r a t i o n  o f  t h e  two v i e w s  o f  man: h e r e  one  a t
l e a s t  a c h i e v e s  two d i s t i n c t  s o c i o l o g i c a l  g r o u p i n g s ,  t h e  
s a l v a t i o n  o r  d a m n a t i o n  o f  wh i c h  f l o w s  f r o m t h e  e s s e n t i a l  
i n n e r  o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  i t s  members  ( e i t h e r  t o w a r d s  or  away 
f rom God) ,  whi ch o r i e n t a t i o n  i s  p r o b a b l y  t o  be u n d e r s t o o d  a s  
i n h e r e n t  i n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  n a t u r e s .
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^r- n o b i l i t y  v e r s u s  s e r v i l i t y .  T h e r e  i s ,  t h e n ,  a  b a s i c

s i m i l a r i t y  b e t w e e n  t h e  B i b l i c a l  and  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t s  of 

s a l v a t i o n  i n t e r m s  o f  t he  p a r t i c u l a r i t y  of  t h e  d i v i n e  

i n t e n t i o n  m  s a l v a t i o n .  Bu t  t h e r e  i s  r a d i c a l  d i s p a r i t y  

b e t we e n  t h e  two when i t  comes  t o  t he  ma n n e r  i n  wh i c h  the  

s o v e r e i g n  g r a c e  of  God m  s a l v a t i o n  o p e r a t e s .  Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  

s p e c i a l  g r a c e  a p p e a r s  t o a c t i v a t e  t he  e s s e n t i a l  n o b i l i t y  of  

t h e  b e l i e v e r  ( w h i c h  n o b i l i t y  i s  h i s  o r  h e r s  b y  d i v i n e  

e l e c t i o n  a l s o ,  o f  c o u r s e ) ;  w h e r e a s ,  B i b l i c a l l y ,  t h e  b e l i e v e r  

i s  n e i t h e r  more nor  l e s s  e s s e n t i a l l y  n o b l e  t h a n  t he  

u n b e l i e v e r ,  and s a v i n g  g r a c e  i s  d e a l t  w i t h  m  t e r ms  of  t h e  

r e s t o r a t i o n ,  m  t he  i n d i v i d u a l  u n i t e d  w i t h  C h r i s t ,  o f  t h a t  

d i v i n e  l i k e n e s s  wh i ch  common g r a c e  r e t a i n s  i n  some m e a s u r e  

u n i v e r s a l l y .
J

The  q u e s t i o n  o f  t he  e f f e c t i v e  c a u s e  of  an i n d i v i d u a l  

M u s l i m ' s  s a l v a t i o n  ( w h e t h e r  i t  i s  t h e  r e w a r d  o f  o n e ' s  f a i t h  

and wor ks  o r  w h e t h e r  i t  i s  a l l  o f  Go d ' s  g r a c e )  i s  a q u e s t i o n  

n e v e r  d i r e c t l y  a d d r e s s e d  by t h e  Q u r ’ an.  On t h e  one hand ,  

G o d ' s  s o v e r e i g n  f o r e o r d i n a t i o n  o f  a l l  t h i n g s  may be s a i d  t o  

s u g g e s t  t h a t  s a l v a t i o n  i s  a l l  of G o d ' s  g r a c e ;  w h e r e a s ,  on 

t h e  o t h e r  hand ,  t h e  common Q u r a n i c  e mp h a s i s  on  t he  

o e l i e v e r ' s  a t t a i n i n g  s a l v a t i o n  t h r o u g h  b o t h  f a i t h  a n d  good 

d e e d s  a p p e a r s  t o  s u g g e s t  a s y n e r g i s t i c  s c h e m e .  Q u i t e  

o b v i o u s l y ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h e  q u e s t i o n ' s  t o t a l  a b s e n c e  f r o m the 

Q u r a n i c  a g e n d a  i s  i n d i c a t i v e  of  a v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  o r d e r i n g  o f  

p r i o r i t i e s  f rom t h a t  o f  t he  B i b l i c a l  p r e s e n t a t i o n .  He r e  i s
f

a c l e a r  c a s e ,  t h e n ,  w h e r e  t h e  c o n t r a s t  i s  of  a n  even more
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b a s i c  s o r t  t h a n  t h a t  b e t w e e n  two r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  a n s w e r s  

t o  t h e  same o r  s i m i l a r  q u e s t i o n s :  h e r e  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  

i n c o n g r u i t y  i s  b e t we e n  t h e  v e r y  q u e s t i o n s  a s k e d .  Whi l e  t he  

B i b l i c a l  c o n c e r n  i s  q u i t e  s i m p l y  ' how can an i n d i v i d u a l ,  

b o t h  m o r a l l y  p o l l u t e d  a n d  j u s t l y  c on d e mn e d ,  s t a n d  b e f o r e  a 

h o l y  and  a r i g h t e o u s  God? '  t h e  f u n d a m e n t a l  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e r n  

h e r e  i s ,  r a t h e r ,  ' how d o e s  one  d e m o n s t r a t e  o n e ' s  e s s e n t i a l  

n o b i l i t y  as  a b e l i e v e r ? '

T h e r e  i s  a s e n s e  i n  wh i c h  t h i s  l a t t e r  q u e s t i o n  may be 

l i k e n e d  to t h e  B i b l i c a l  e m p h a s i s  on ' ma k i n g  o n e ' s  c a l l i n g  

and  e l e c t i o n  s u r e , '  on d e m o n s t r a t i n g  by o n e ' s  v o l i t i o n a l  and 

p r a c t i c a l  r e s p o n s e  t o  God t h a t  one h a s  i n d e e d  b e e n  d i v i n e l y  

c a l l e d  t o  s a l v a t i o n .  Bu t  t he  B i b l i c a l  e m p h a s i s  h e r e  i s  h e l d  

f i r m l y  w i t h i n  t he  c o n t e x t  of  a v i ew o f  man whi ch  makes s i n  

i n t e r n a l  t o b e l i e v e r  as  w e l l  a s  u n b e l i e v e r  and,  

c o n s e q u e n t l y ,  a v i e w  of  s a l v a t i o n  w h i c h  e x p l i c i t l y  makes  

a l t o g e t h e r  e x t e r n a l  to t h e  b e l i e v e r ,  not  o n l y  t h e  

o n t o l o g i c a l  s o u r c e  o f  h i s  or  h e r  s a l v a t i o n  ( m  t h e  s o v e r e i g n  

e l e c t i n g  g r a c e  of  God) ,  b u t  a l s o  t h e  h i s t o r i c a l  g r o u n d  o f  

t h a t  c h o i c e  m  t h e  p l e n t i t u d e  o f  d i v i n e  g r a c e  e x t e n d e d  t o  

s i n n e r s  m  J e s u s  C h r i s t .

The B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t  of  s m  r e l a t e s  f a i r l y  c l o s e l y  to 

t h e  Q u r a n i c  m a j o r i t y  p o s i t i o n  on  Adam: m a n ' s  d e p r a v i t y

a p p e a r s  t o  be  bo t h  t o t a l  and u n i v e r s a l  and t h e  d i r e c t  r e s u l t  

o f  Adam' s  f a l l .  S i m i l a r l y ,  a l s o ,  t h e  d i v i n e  d e f e r r a l  

r e p r e s e n t e d  by common g r a c e  f o r ms  t h e  b a s i s  of  s u b s e q u e n t  

h i s t o r y ,  w i t h  bo t h  i t s  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s a l v a t i o n  f o r  f a l l e n
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man and  i t s  ( g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g )  s o c i o l o g i c a l l y  e q u a l  

m a n i f e s t a t i o n s  of  good a n d  e v i l ,  p r o d u c t i v e  of  t h e  

' p r o p h e t i c  c r u c i b l e '  of  f a i t h .

S i n c e  i t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  a n s w e r s  t o  t h e  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  

o f  d e p r a v i t y ,  the B i b l i c a l  d o c t r i n e  o f  s a l v a t i o n  i s  b o t h

g r o s s l y  o v e r s i z e d  and m i s s h a p e n  f rom a Qu r a n i c  p o i n t  o f  view

( i . e .  r e l a t i v e  to t h e  Q u r a n i c  d o c t r i n e  of  s a l v a t i o n ) .

U n l i k e  t he  Qu r a n i c  f o c u s ,  t he  B i b l i c a l  f o c u s  h e r e  i s  n o t  to

be  c o n f i n e d  t o  s a l v a t i o n  e t h i c s ,  as  t h e  way of  s a l v a t i o n ,  

and  t o p r o p h e t h o o d ,  as  t h e  means by whi ch  t h e  n e c e s s a r y  

d i r e c t i v e s  a r e  i s s u e d .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  c o n c e p t  of  p r o p h e t  

a s s u me s  s u p e r l a t i v e  p r o p o r t i o n s  m  t h e  p e r s o n  and work o f  

J e s u s  C h r i s t - - v i e w e d  a s ,  h i m s e l f ,  t h e  way o f  s a l v a t i o n .  Of 

c o u r s e ,  such  a n o t i o n  of  p r o p h e t h o o d  i n c l u d e s  t h a t  of  

C h r i s t ' s  p r i e s t l y  ( i . e .  m e d i a t o r i a l )  r o l e .  By h i s  ho l y  l i f e  

a n d ,  e s p e c i a l l y ,  h i s  v o l u n t a r y  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  t he  w i l l  o f  h i s  

F a t h e r  m  s a c r i f i c i a l  d e a t h ,  J e s u s  i s  f a l l e n  h u m a n i t y ' s  on l y  

r o u t e  o f  a c c e s s  back  to t h e  God: t h o s e  j u s t i f i e d  o r

d e c l a r e d  r i g h t e o u s  by C h r i s t ' s  s u b s t i t u t i o n a r y  s a c r i f i c e  of  

h i m s e l f  a r e  g r a d u a l l y  s a n c t i f i e d  i n  v i t a l ,  c o r p o r a t e  u n i o n  

w i t h  hi m ( i . e .  as a member of  h i s  Body,  t he  C h u r c h ) .

Hence ,  t he  r e d e m p t i v e  r e v e l a t i o n  of God i s  no t  

S c r i p t u r a l  o n l y .  R a t h e r ,  i t  may be s a i d  p r i m a r i l y  to 

c o n s i s t  m  C h r i s t  h i m s e l f  and m  h i s  p e r f e c t  o f f e r i n g  of  

h i m s e l f  t o  God on o u r  b e h a l f .  T h i s  i s  not  a t  a l l  t o  

m i n i m i z e  t he  i m p o r t a n c e  o f  S c r i p t u r e  f r om a B i b l i c a l  p o i n t  

o f  v i e w,  but  o n l y  t o  say t h a t  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  of  S c r i p t u r a l

■ . . . .     ------------------
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r e v e l a t i o n  l i e s  i n i t s  c o n s t a n t  p o i n t i n g  of  t h e  r e a d e r  t o  

C h r i s t  h i m s e l f ,  who i s  t h e  u l t i m a t e  r e v e l a t i o n  of  God t o  

m a n k i n d .

B i b l i c a l l y ,  a l s o ,  J e s u s ’ s u f f e r i n g s  r e p r e s e n t  t he  

d e f i n i t i v e  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  u n j u s t  s u f f e r i n g  ( p a r t i c u l a r l y  

t h a t  o f  b e l i e v e r s  i n  t h e  h i s t o r i c  c o n f l i c t  o f  good and 

e v i l ' ,  a s  t h a t  whi ch  m a n i f e s t s  t h e  t o t a l  s u p r e m a c y  o f  t h e  

g l o r i o u s  c h a r a c t e r  o f  God,  o v e r  e v i l .  That  c h a r a c t e r  was 

p e r f e c t l y  m a n i f e s t e d  by J e s u s  — i n  h i s  j u s t i c e ,  m e r c y  and 

h u m i l i t y - - i n  t h e  f a c e  of  t h e  a b s o l u t e  i n j u s t i c e ,  c a l l o u s  

i n d i f f e r e n c e  a n d  u n y i e l d i n g  a r r o g a n c e  o f  man.  Of c o u r s e ,  

J e s u s  a c c o m p l i s h e d  t h i s  d e f i n i t i v e l y  m  h i s  h i s t o r i c a l  l i f e  

a n d  d e a t h .

From a B i b l i c a l  p o i n t  of v i e w ,  t h e n ,  t h e  c r o s s  i s  

v i e w e d  a s  a t o t a l  s u c c e s s ,  t h e  c o n f o u n d i n g  o f  a p p a r e n t  

s t r e n g t h  by t h e  d e p l o y m e n t  o f  a f a r  g r e a t e r  s t r e n g t h ,  b u t  

o n e  c l o t h e d  m  t he  a p p a r e n t  w e a k n e s s  o f  d i v i n e  h u m i l i t y .  I t  

i s  a l s o  t o  be s e e n  a s  an e v e n t  r e q u i r i n g  ( i n d e e d ,  a l l o w i n g )  

no r e p e t i t i o n ,  e x c e p t  d e r i v a t i v e l y ,  i n  t h e  b e l i e v e r ’ s 

p e r s o n a l  o u t - l i v i n g  o f  i t s  b e n e f i t s  m  a w o r l d  s t i l l  h o s t  to 

S a t a n  and  h i s  e v i l  s c h e m e s .

S o ,  i n  h i s  t o t a l  s u b m i s s i o n  t o t h e  w i l l  of  God 

( e q u a l l y  i n  h i s  l i f e  and d e a t h ) ,  J e s u s  r e p r e s e n t s  t h e  

p e r f e c t  r u l e  o f  G o d - - l o s t  m  Adam' s  f a l l  — now a g a i n  r e s t o r e d  

t o  t h e  r a c e ;  t h a t  i s ,  t o  a l l  t h o s e  i n c l u d e d  i n  h i s  new 

h u m a n i t y ,  w h i c h ,  l i k e  J e s u s ,  i s  t o  be c h a r a c t e r i z e d  by f a i t h  

i n  and a b s o l u t e  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  God,  as  F a t h e r .  B i b l i c a l l y ,
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m  C h r i s t ,  t h e n ,  the l i g h t  has  dawned a n d  t h e  d i v i n e  Word

b e e n  u t t e r e d ,  i n a u g u r a t i n g  t h e  g r e a t  r e v e r s a l  of  t h e  La s t

Day in h i s t o r y .  And,  as  b o t h  t h e  t o t a l  d e p r a v i t y  o f  man and 

t h e  d i r e c t  and p e r s o n a l  i n v o l v e m e n t  of God m  ma n ' s

r e d e m p t i o n  s u g g e s t ,  s o  g r e a t  a s a l v a t i o n  must  f rom b e g i n n i n g

t o  end be t h e  s o l e  wor k  of  God ' s  s o v e r e i g n  g r a c e .

I n t e g r a l  to s u c h  a v i e w  o f  s a l v a t i o n ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  a r e  

t h e  twin c o n c e p t s  of  t r i n i t y - i n - u n i t y  a n d  r e a l  i n c a r n a t i o n ,  

b o t h  of wh i c h  f i t  i n t o  t he  l a r g e r  B i b l i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  of  

r e v e l a t i o n  as  Go d ' s  i n t i m a t e  s e l f - d i s c l o s u r e  t o  man.

N e i t h e r  o f  t h e s e  c o n c e p t s  h a s  any a c k n o wl e d g e d  p l a c e  i n  t h e  

Q u r ' a n .  I n d e e d ,  the B i b l i c a l  d o c t r i n e s  of  t r i n i t y  and 

i n c a r n a t i o n  a r e  ne v e r  a t  a l l  t r e a t e d  by t he  Q u r ' a n .  There  

we e n c o u n t e r ,  i n s t e a d ,  d e n i a l s  of  o n l y  t h e  J a h i l l  

p e r c e p t i o n s  of t hem.

And,  w h i l e  t he  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  o f  r e v e l a t i o n  

l o g i c a l l y  r e q u i r e s  G o d ' s  s e l f - d i s c l o s u r e ,  such  a n o t i o n  

( t o g e t h e r  w i t h  d i v i n e - h u m a n  a n a l o g y )  i s  nowhere  o p e n l y  

embr aced  by t he  Q u r ' a n .  F o r ,  Q u r a m c a l l y ,  God i s  e v e r  and 

a l w a y s  t h e  M a s t e r  in h i s  d e a l i n g s  w i t h  man:  however

b e n e v o l e n t  a m a s t e r  may be ,  t h e  i n v i o l a b i l i t y  o f  t h e  m a s t e r -  

s e r v a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n  i n  t he  Q u r a n i c  t h o u g h t  wo r l d  mus t  

c o n f i n e  h i s  g u i d a n c e  t o  t h a t  whi ch i s  e s p e c i a l l y  p e r t i n e n t  

t o t h e  ( s e r v i l e )  s i t u a t i o n  a n d  n e e d s  of  h i s  s u b o r d i n a t e ;  

t h a t  i s ,  t o  an a b s o l u t e  minimum of  p e r s o n a l  s e 1f - d i s c l o s u r e  . 

The B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  o f  Go d ' s  i n t i m a t e  r e v e l a t i o n  of  h i m s e l f  

to t h e  g e n e r a l i t y  of h i s  p e o p l e ,  t h e n ,  i s  nowhere  i n  v i ew i n

^ --------------------------
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t h e  Q u r ' a n .  R a t h e r ,  t h e  d i v i n e  h u m i l i t y  wh i c h  s u c h  a n o t i o n  

r e q u i r e s  wo u l d  h a v e  to be  r u l e d  o u t ,  Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  as a 

d a n g e r o u s  a n d  i m p o s s i b l e  r e d u c t i o n  o f  t h e  d i v i n e  m a j e s t y  and 

g l o r y .  And t h i s  p o i n t s  t o  wh a t  i s  p o s s i b l y  t he  mos t  b a s i c  

c o n c e p t u a l  d i f f e r e n c e  b e t w e e n  t h e  two S c r i p t u r e s ,  B i b l e  and 

Q u r ' a n :  t h e  n a t u r e  of t r u t h - - i s  i t  p a r a d o x i c a l  o r  a p p a r e n t 9

In l i n e  w i t h  what  we h a v e  s e e n  of  t h e  Qu r a n i c  r e s e r v e  

on  t h e  m a t t e r  of  G o d ' s  r e v e l a t i o n  o f  h i m s e l f  to man,  t h e  

Q u r ' a n  t r e a t s  s a l v a t i o n  a l m o s t  e x c l u s i v e l y  f rom t h e  human 

p e r s p e c t i v e .  Tha t  i s ,  s a l v a t i o n  i s  v i e we d  from t h e  

p e r s p e c t i v e  o f  t h e  human p r e r e q u i s i t e s  t o  s a l v a t i o n ,  i n  t he  

b e l i e v e r ' s  r e v e r s a l  of h i m -  o r  h e r s e l f  t h r o u g h  a l i f e  o f  

f a i t h ,  good d e e d s  and  l o y a l t y  t o  t he  p r o p h e t ,  e t c .  The 

d i v i n e  p e r s p e c t i v e  on s a l v a t i o n ,  how t h e  D e i t y  may ' r e v e r s e  

h i m s e l f , '  a s  i t  w e r e ,  i n  t h e  o v e r l o o k i n g  o f  g u i l t ,  i s  n e v e r  

d i s c l o s e d .  F o r  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  d i s a v o w a l  o f  h i s  o r  h e r  p a s t  

s i n  g i v e s  i t s  g u i l t  and p o l l u t i o n — i f  not  i t s  o t h e r  

h i s t o r i c a l  e f f e c t s - - a n  a p p a r e n t l y  phan t om e x i s t e n c e .

Th i s  p o i n t s ,  f i n a l l y ,  t o  what  i s  u n d o u b t e d l y  t h e  

s i m p l e s t  h a n d l e  by whi ch t o  g r a s p  t h e  o p p o s i n g  o r i e n t a t i o n s  

o f  t h e  Q u r a n i c  and B i b l i c a l  S c r i p t u r e s .  I t  i s  n o n e  o t h e r  

t h a n  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  mo d e l s  o f  r e v e l a t i o n :  Qu r a n i c  t a n z l l

v e r s u s  B i b l i c a l  i n c a r n a t i o n .  As w i t h  t h e  Q u r a n i c  v i ew o f  

i t s  own r e v e l a t i o n ,  so a l s o  i t s  vi ew o f  s a l v a t i o n  i n v o l v e s  

no r e a l l y  v i s i b l e  o r  humanl y  c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  d i v i n e  

i n v o l v e m e n t .  S a l v a t i o n  i n  t he  Q u r ' a n ,  t h e  d i v i n e  

o v e r l o o k i n g  o f  g u i l t ,  t he  c l e a n s i n g  o f  f r e e l y  c h o s e n
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p o l l u t i o n ,  d e s c e n d s  on ma n— he  knows no t  how— f r o m  a b o v e .  

N e i t h e r  m u t u a l  d i v i n e - h u m a n  c o m p r e h e n s i b i l i t y  n o r  r e a l  

d i v i n e - h u m a n  o n e n e s s  i s  m  v i e w  h e r e . 4 B i b l i c a l l y ,  by  

c o n t r a s t ,  t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  d i v i n e  s e l f ­

r e v e l a t i o n ,  and s a l v a t i o n  i s  e x p l i c i t l y  t h e  work of  God 

a l o n e .  P r e c i s e l y  b e c a u s e  of t h i s  i t  i n v o l v e s  G o d ' s  a c t u a l  

i n c a r n a t i o n  a nd ,  s o ,  t h e  u n i q u e  u n i o n  of  t h e  d i v i n e  a n d  

human m  t h e  p e r s o n  of J e s u s  C h r i s t ,  who i s  t h u s  t o be  

u n d e r s t o o d  a s  f u l l y  God and  f u l l y  man .  T h i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  i s  

c o n s i s t e n t  w i t h  t h e  B i b l i c a l  v i e w  o f  r e v e a l e d  s c r i p t u r e  as 

t h a t  wh i c h  i s  s i m u l t a n e o u s l y  ( a n d  s u p e r n a t u r a l  1 y , of c o u r s e )  

t h e  p r o d u c t  o f  two a u t h o r s ,  t h e  one human,  t h e  o t h e r  d i v i n e .

Al l  o f  t h i s  r e l a t e s  to t h e  v e r y  d i f f e r e n t  a s s e s s m e n t s  

o f  t h e  c h i e f  end o f  man a c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  B i b l e  a n d  t h e  

Q u r ' a n ,  t he  on e  s e e i n g  a g e n u i n e  ( a l t h o u g h  n o t  a n  

o n t o l o g i c a l )  u n i o n  of  God wi t h  h i s  p e o p l e  t h r o u g h  h i s  Son ,  

and  t h e  o t h e r  s e e i n g  t h e  d i v i n e  H o s t ' s  b l e s s i n g ,  v i n d i c a t i n g  

a n d  h o n o u r i n g  h i s  " f r i e n d s "  ( o r  a l l i e s ) ,  b u t  w i t h o u t  t a k i n g  

them i n t o  a n y  r e l a t i o n s h i p  of g e n u i n e  i n t i m a c y  o r  f e l l o w s h i p  

w i t h  h i m s e l f .

C o n c e r n i n g  t h e  s t a t e m e n t s  on J e s u s  w i t h  wh i c h  we 

be g a n  o u r  i n q u i r y * 5 t h e r e  can be  no d o u b t  t h a t  Q u r a n i c a l l y  

t h e y  a r e  to b e  r e a d  i n  a q u i t e  d i f f e r e n t  s e n s e  t h a n  we would 

r e a d  t h e m B i b l i c a l l y .  As no s t a t e m e n t  i s  i n t e l l i g i b l e  

w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t he  c o n t e x t  by w h i c h  i t  i s  d e f i n e d ,  so

■‘‘See p p .  1 8 - 5 0  a b o v e .

5 See p .  4 a b o v e .
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t h e  Q u r a n i c  J e s u s  c a n n o t  be  t r u l y  u n d e r s t o o d  e x c e p t  in t h e

l i g h t  o f  h i s  e n t i r e  Q u r a n i c  c o n t e x t .  And,  r e l a t i v e  to h i s

c o n t e x t  m  t h e  B i b l i c a l  r e v e l a t i o n ,  h i s  Q u r a n i c  c o n t e x t

r e p r e s e n t s  a r a d i c a l l y  d i f f e r e n t  wo r l d  of t h o u g h t ,  many o f

t h e  mor e  r a d i c a l  d i f f e r e n c e s  o f  whi ch  a r e  a l l  t he  more

e l u s i v e  f o r  t h e i r  b e i n g  s o  a p p a r e n t l y  a l i k e .  As P r o f e s s o r

C h a r l e s  J .  Adams h a s  o b s e r v e d :

To t he  e x t e n t  t h a t  s i m i l a r  d o c t r i n e s  o r  p o s i t i c n s  
p r e v e n t  u s  f r om s e e i n g  t he  more f a r - r e a c h i n g  
d i f f e r e n c e s  i n h e r e n t  m  t h e  way i n  w h i c h  d o c t r i n e s  
a n d  c o n c e p t s  c omb i n e  i n t o  a n  i n t e g r a t e d  whol e  to 
f o r m  a p e r c e p t i o n  of  man,  o f  God and o f  t h e i r  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  one a n o t h e r - - t o  p r e c i s e l y  t h i s  
e x t e n t  s u c h  s i m i l a r i t i e s  o b s t r u c t  u n d e r s t a n d i n g . 1

How,  t h e n ,  a r e  we t o  u n d e r s t a n d  t he  Q u r a n i c  J e s u s ?  

B r i e f l y ,  we may a t  l e a s t  t a k e  o u r  b e a r i n g s  o n  the  s u b j e c t  by 

c o n s i d e r i n g  how t he  f o u r  m a j o r  s t a t e m e n t s  g i v e n  by t he  

Q u r ' a n  o n  J e s u s  r e l a t e  to t h e  c o n t e x t u a l  i s s u e s  e x a mi n e d  

a b o v e .  Two o f  t h e s e  a r e  a f f i r m a t i o n s :  1) J e s u s  i s  shown to

be a g r e a t  p r o p h e t  a n d  2) h e  i s  s a i d  t o  have  p r e d i c t e d  t h e  

p r o p h e t i c  m i n i s t r y  o f  Muhammad.  And t h e  r e m a i n i n g  two a r e  

d e n i a l s ,  3) t h e  one r e l a t i n g  to h i s  a l l e g e d  d i v i n i t y  and 

4)  t h e  o t h e r  r e s p o n d i n g  t o  a l l e g a t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  h i s  

c r u c i f i x i o n .  Of  c o u r s e ,  t h e  f i r s t  and l a s t  o f  t h e s e  f o u r  

s t a t e m e n t s  aim t o  c o mb a t  t h e  e x c l u s i v i t y  of  t h e  J e w s .

1 " I s l a m  and C h r i s t i a n i t y :  The O p p o s i t i o n  o f
S i m i l a r i t i e s , "  i n  L o g o s  I s l a m i k o s :  S t a d i a  I s l a m i c a  m
Hono i e m G e o r g i i  M i c h a e l i s  W i c k e n s ,  P a p e r s  m  M e d i a e v a l  
S t u d i e s ,  no .  6 ,  e d s .  Roger  M. S a v o r y  a n d  D i o n i s i u s  A.  A g i u s  
( T o r o n t o :  P o n t i f i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Me d i a e v a l  S t u d i e s ,  1984 ) ,  
p.  306
* -tf *
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Wh e r e a s ,  the s e c o n d  and t h i r d  o f  them s e e k s  t o  d e a l  w i t h  

C h r i s t i a n  m i s c o n c e p t i o n  a n d  e x c l u s i v e n e s s .

We w i l l  b e g i n  he r e  wi t h  t h e  d e n i a l s .  In t h e  f i r s t  

p l a c e ,  i t  i s  d e n i e d  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  e i t h e r  a g o d  ( wh i c h ,  a s  we 

h a v e  s e e n ,  i s  what  t h e  d e n i a l  t h a t  he i s  e i t h e r  G o d ' s  " s o n "  

o r  " b e g o t t e n "  o f  God s i g n i f i e s )  o r  t h a t  he i s  w o r t h y  of anv 

s h a r e  i n  the w o r s h i p  whi ch i s  G o d ' s  a l o n e .  From t h e  Q u r a n i c  

p o i n t  o f  v i ew,  t h e n ,  t h e r e  can be  no c o n f u s i o n  of J e s u s  ( o r  

a n y  o t h e r  p r o p h e t ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r )  w i t h  God.  To 

acc o mmo d a t e  s u c h  a p o s i t i o n  woul d be t h e  h e i g h t  of  

b l a s p h e m y .  I t  would r e p r e s e n t  a  f a i l u r e  to d i s t i n g u i s h  

b e t we e n  t h e  C r e a t o r  and h i s  c r e a t u r e ,  b e t w e e n  M a s t e r  and 

s l a v e .

To u n d e r s c o r e  our  p o i n t  h e r e ,  i t  must  be c l e a r l v  

s t a t e d  t h a t  t h e  Q u r ' a n  e v i d e n c e s  a b s o l u t e l y  no c o n c e p t i o n  of  

t h e  B i b l i c a l  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  God,  as a  u n i t y  i n t r i n i t y .  

R a t h e r ,  t h e  t r i n i t y  i s  h e r e  u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r m s  of  pagan 

c a t e g o r i e s  of t h o u g h t .  He n c e ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  c o n c e p t i o n  o f  

J e s u s  as  t he  ' o n l y  b e g o t t e n  Son o f  God'  a p p e a r s  h e r e  to 

s i g n i f y  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  Go d ' s  onl y  male o f f s p r i n g  ( i . e .  

g o d l i n g ) ,  t he p r o d u c t  of  t h e  p h y s i c a l  u n i o n  o f  God and Mar y 

- - a n  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  a s  b l a s p h e m o u s  to C h r i s t i a n s  as i t  i s  t o  

Mus 11ms.

T h i s  me a n s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h a t  t he  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n  o f  

t h e  t r i n i t y  i s  o n l y  i m p l i c i t l y  d i s a l l o w e d  by t h e  Q u r ' a n ,  f o r  

t h e  r e a s o n  t h a t  i t  f a l l s  b e t w e e n  t h e  c a t e g o r i e s  e x p l i c i t l y  

a l l o w e d  b y  the Q u r ' a n  h e r e .  S i mp l y  s t a t e d ,  t h e r e  i s
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i m p l i c i t l y  no r oom Q u r a n i c a l l y  f o r  an a c c e p t a n c e  o f  J e s u s '  

manhood w h i c h  a l s o  i n c l u d e s  h i s  d e i t y  ( s i n c e  t h a t  wo u l d  make  

J e s u s  e l i g i b l e  f o r  m a n ' s  w o r s h i p ) .  And.  on t h a t  p a r t i c u l a r  

p o i n t ,  t h e  Qur ’ S n  i s  q u i t e  e x p l i c i t :  J e s u s  ( t o g e t h e r  w i t h

h i s  m o t h e r )  i s  c l e a r l y  d e n i e d  any s h a r e  m  t h e  w o r s h i p  w h i c h  

b e l o n g s  t o  God a l o n e  ( 5 : 1 1 6 ) .  On t h e  o n e  h a n d ,  t h e n ,  when 

t h i s  i s  t r a n s l a t e d  f r o m Q u r a n i c  t o  b i b l i c a l  c a t e g o r i e s  of 

t h o u g h t ,  i t  mus t  be t a k e n  a s  an i m p l i c i t  d e n i a l  of  b o t h  t h e  

t r i n i t y  a n d  t he  i n c a r n a t i o n .  But ,  on t h e  o t h t i  h a n d ,  i t  i s  

a c t u a l l y  s e e k i n g  t o  comba t  t n t h e i s t i c  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  J e s u s :  

t h e  B i b l i c a l  n o t i o n s  o f  t r i n i t y  a n d  i n c a r n a t i o n  p e r  s e  a r e  

n o wh e r e  m  view m  t h e  Q u r ' a n .

As f o r  t h e  s e c o n d  d e n i a l ,  t h e  p r o n e n e s s  of  Mus l i m 

e x e g e t e s  t o  d i s a g r e e m e n t  and d i f f e r e n c e  o f  o p i n i o n  on  the 

m e a n i n g  o f  a numbe r  of  key p h r a s e s  i n  4 : 1 5 7-58 c l e a r l y  

d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  i t  i s  an e x t r e m e l y  o b s c u r e  p a s s a g e .

Ma k i n g  no a t t e m p t  h e r e  t o  e n t e r  i n t o  t h e  d e t a i l e d  s o r t  of 

e x e g e t i c a l  s t u d y  s uch  a  t e x t  r e q u i r e s , 7 we w i l l  s i m p l y  p a s s  

on t o  t he l a r g e r  q u e s t i o n s  r e l a t e d  t o  o u r  i n q u i r y  i n t o  the 

Q u r a n i c  v i e w  of s u f f e r i n g .

Two b a s i c  p o i n t s  may b e  made i n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n .  On 

the o n e  h a n d ,  i t  mus t  b e  s a i d  t h a t  n o t h i n g  m  t h e  l a r g e r  

c o n t e x t  p r e c l u d e s  t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  t he  d e a t h  o f  C h r i s t ,

7B e n j a mi n  T.  Lawson p r o v i d e s  t h a t  s o r t  o f  
i n v e s t i g a t i o n  i n  h i s  " Th e  C r u c i f i x i o n  of  J e s u s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  
and Q u r a n i c  Comment a r y :  An H i s t o r i c a l  S u r v e y "  (M.A.  t h e s i s ,
M c G i l l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1980 ) ;  c f .  Mahmoud M. Ayoub,  " To wa r d s  an 
I s l a m i c  C h r i s t o l o g y ,  I I :  The De a t h  of  J e s u s ,  R e a l i t y  o r
D e l u s i o n , "  The M u s l i m  Wor l d  70 ( A p r i l  1980 ) :91 - 1  21.
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e i t h e r  as p r o p h e t  o r  m e s s e n g e r :  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  m a r t y r d o m - -

even  p r o p h e t i c  m a r t y r d o m - - i s  v e r y  much a t  home i n  t h e  

Q u r ' a n .  To be s u r e ,  a s  G o d ' s  s e e m i n g  a b a n d o n me n t  o f  t h e  

b e l i e v e r  o r  p r o p h e t  m  q u e s t i o n ,  m a r t y r d o m  d o e s  r e p r e s e n t  a 

g r a n d  a n o ma l y  i n  t h e  p l a n  of  God.  Bu t  t h e  g l o r y  of  t h e  

m a r t y r ' s  m a g n i f i c e n t  e n t r a n c e  i n t o  P a r a d i s e - - t h e  r e wa r d  f o r  

h i s  f o r  h e r )  I s l a m i c  n o b i l i t y  t o  t h e  p o i n t  o f  d e a t h - - m u s t  be 

t h o u g h t ,  Q u r a n i c a l l v .  t o  more t h a n  c o m p e n s a t e  f o r  t h e  shame 

nf  s u c h  a d e a t h .

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  i f  4 : 1 5 7 - 5 8  i s  t a k e n  t o  a l l o w  the 

r e a l  d e a t h  o f  C h r i s t  on t h e  c r o s s ,  t h e n ,  a b s o l u t e l y  no 

s p e c i a l  s a l v i f i c  s i g n i f i c a n c e  i s  to be  a t t a c h e d  t o  h i s  

d e a t h .  I t  i s ,  r a t h e r ,  t o  be v i e we d  a s  a s i m p l e  m a r t y r d o m ,  

m e r i t o r i o u s  o n l y  on  h i s  own b e h a l f ,  a s  a d e m o n s t r a t i o n  of  

h i s  s t r e n g t h  o f  s u b m i s s i o n  t o  God i n  j i h a d  ( t h a t  i s ,  i t  i s  

m  no w i s e  m e d i a t o r i a l ) .  So,  w h i l e  t h e  Q u r ’ an may a l l o w  f o r  

h i s  r e a l  d e a t h  by c r u c i f i x i o n ,  s u c h  a  d e a t h  i s  n o t  t o  be 

v i e we d  a s  o f  any s t r u c t u r a l  ( i . e .  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e  o r  

m e d i a t o r i a l )  s i g n i f i c a n c e .  B u t ,  l i k e  t h e  f i r s t  d e n i a l  u f  

B i b l i c a l  d o c t r i n e  t r e a t e d  a b o v e ,  t h i s  d e n i a l  i s  i m p l i c i t  

o n l y .  And,  s u r e l y ,  t he  Q u r ' a n ' s  a v o i d a n c e  o f  a l l  

c o n f r o n t a t i o n  w i t h  C h r i s t i a n s  on  t h i s  i s s u e ® i s  v e r y  

s t r a n g e ,  i f  o n e  i s  t o  a s s ume  t h a t  Q u r a n i c  p e r c e p t i o n s  o f  t he

®I t  s h o u l d  be  n o t e d  t h a t ,  as  t h e  o n l y  p a s s a g e  
e x p l i c i t l y  d e a l i n g  w i t h  t h e  c r o s s ,  4 : 1 5 7 - 5 8  a d d r e s s e s ,  n o t  
C h r i s t i a n ,  b u t  J e w i s h  i g n o r a n c e  and m i s b e l i e f  c o n c e r n i n g  
wha t  a c t u a l l y  h a p p e n e d  i n  t he  e v e n t  o f  C h r i s t ' s  d e a t h .
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B i b l i c a l  ( o r ,  f o r  t h a t  m a t t e r ,  t h e  Ar ab  C h r i s t i a n )  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  C h r i s t ' s  c r o s s  a r e  a c c u r a t e . 3

The Q u r ' a n  h a s  much to s a y  on J e s u s '  e x c e l l e n c e  a s  a 

p r o p h e t .  A g a i n s t  J e w i s h  s e n t i m e n t ,  wh i c h  d o u b t l e s s  s o u g h t  

t o  e x c l u d e  J e s u s  f r o m among Go d ' s  p r o p h e t s ,  t h e r e  i s  t h e  

Q u r a n i c  i n s i s t e n c e  t h a t  God a l o n e  d e t e r m i n e s  who i s  and who 

i s  no t  a p r o p h e t :  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n  b e t we e n  p r o p h e t s

wh i c h  t h e  Q u r ' a n  c a n n o t  t o l e r a t e  i s ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  d e n i a l  

t h a t  one o r  mor e  of  t h o s e  i t  has  named p r o p h e t s  a r e ,  i n  

f a c t ,  p r o p h e t s  ( 4 : 1 5 0 - 5 2 ;  c f .  2 : 1 3 6 , 2 8 5 ;  3 : 8 4 ) . to There  i s

3 P e r h a p s  t h i s  i s  t o  be e x p l a i n e d  by s a y i n g  t h a t ,  
s i n c e  ( f r o m a Q u r a n i c  p o i n t  of  v i e w)  t h e  mos t  s a l i e n t  
o b s t a c l e  t o  Muhammad' s  a c c e p t a n c e  of C h r i s t i a n  b e l i e f  was 
i t s  d e i f i c a t i o n  of J e s u s ,  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  e n l a r g e m e n t -  
d i s t o r t i o n  of t h e  s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  J e s u s '  h i s t o r i c  ma r t y r d o m 
was  v i e we d  as somehow bound up i n  t h a t  l a r g e r  e r r o r .

I t  s h o u l d  be s a i d ,  h o w e v e r ,  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  a t  
a l l  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  s u g g e s t i n g  t h a t  i t s  ( i m p l i c i t )  r e j e c t i o n  
o f  t he  B i b l i c a l  c o n c e p t i o n s  of  e i t h e r  t h e  p r o p i n q u i t y  of  t he  
i d e a l  d i v i n e - h u m a n  r e l a t i o n s h i p ,  o r  t h e  v i t a l  n e c e s s i t y  o f  
s a c r i f i c i a l  a t o n e m e n t - - r o o t e d  as  i t  i s  i n  b o t h  t he  i mmut ab l e  
( e t h i c a l )  h o l i n e s s  o f  God and t h e  u n i v e r s a l i t y  of ma n ' s  
t o t a l  d e p r a v i t y - - t o  ma n ' s  r e s t o r a t i o n  t o  i n t i m a t e  f r i e n d s h i p  
w i t h  God was e i t h e r  d e l i b e r a t e  o r  c o n s c i o u s .  Th i s  i s  n o t  
s u r p r i s i n g ,  when one c o n s i d e r s  t h a t  t h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be 
l i t t l e  a w a r e n e s s ,  i n  t he  Q u r ' a n ,  o f  t h o s e  key  B i b l i c a l  
d o c t r i n e s  of d i v i n e  h o l i n e s s  and human d e p r a v i t y .  Hence ,  
h o we v e r  t h e  Q u r a n i c  mind may have  c o n c e i v e d  o f  i t s e l f  as  
" c o n f i r m i n g "  t h e  Book whi ch  was b e f o r e  i t  ( 5 : 4 8 ) ,  t h e r e  c a n  
be no d o u b t  t h a t  i t s  o n l y  d e b a t e  was w i t h  wha t  i t  p e r c e i v e d  
t o  be g r o s s  d i s t o r t i o n s  o f  t he  T o r a h  a n d  I n j T l ,  and not  w i t h  
t h o s e  S c r i p t u r e s  t h e m s e l v e s ;  i n  t h a t  s e n s e ,  i t  v i ewed  t h e  
Q u r a n i c  r e v e l a t i o n  a s  t he  " g u a r d i a n "  o r  " p r o t e c t o r "  of  t h e  
e a r l i e r  r e v e l a t i o n s .

10The n a t u r e  o f  t he  c a s e  i s  t h a t  to God a l o n e  b e l o n g s  
t h e  r i g h t  u l t i m a t e l y  t o  d e s i g n a t e  who i s  and who i s  not  a 
p r o p h e t .  C o n v e r s e l y ,  ma n ' s  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  i s  t o r e c o g n i z e  
t h o s e  God has  d e s i g n a t e d ;  f o r  t o  r e j e c t  a G o d - c o mmi s s i o n e d  
p r o p h e t  i s  i p s o  f a c t o  t o u s u r p  t h e  p l a c e  of God a n d ,  s o ,  t o  
become an u n b e l i e v e r .

As i s  e v i d e n t  f rom 2 : 253  ( c f .  1 7 : 5 5 ) ,  t h i s  d i s c l a i m e r  
d o e s  no t  d i s a l l o w  t h e  r a n k i n g  of  p r o p h e t s  a c c o r d i n g  to t h e i r

I

1    -------------------
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much a l s o  s a i d  p o s i t i v e l y  of J e s u s '  g r e a t n e s s :  t h e  n o b i l i t y

o f  h i s  m o t h e r ,  h i s  m i r a c u l o u s  c o n c e p t i o n ,  h i s  h a v i n g  b e e n  

g i v e n  a Book o f  r e v e a l e d  s c r i p t u r e ,  h i s  m i n i s t r y  of  

m i r a c u l o u s  h e a l i n g  ( i n c l u d i n g  t h e  r a i s i n g  o f  the d e a d ) ,  h i s  

e x e m p l a r y  s u b m i s s i o n  to God ( 3 : 3  5 , 4 2 - 4  7 ; 5 : 1 1 0 ;  1 9 : 2 7 - 3  4 ; 

2 1 : 9 1 ;  6 6 : 1 2 ) .  And.  to t h e s e  s u b s t a n t i a l  a f f i r m a t i o n s ,  a 

number  o f  h o n o n f i c s  a r e  a d d e d :  " M e s s i a h , "  " a  word from [ o r ,

i m p l i c i t l y ,  o f ]  God" and " a  s p i r i t  f r o m"  ( o r ,  i m p l i c i t l y ,

" o f " )  God,  e t c .  ( e . g .  3 : 4 5 ;  4 : 1 7 1 ) .

Among a l l  o f  Go d ' s  s e r v a n t s ,  t h e r e  c a n  be no q u e s t i o n

t h a t  J e s u s  i s  shown t o  be one o f  the g r e a t e s t .  B u t ,  a g a i n ,

m  l i n e  wi t h  wha t  h a s  been  s een  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  r a d i c a l

M a s t e r - s e r v a n t  d i s t i n c t i o n ,  t h i s  can o n l y  mean t h a t  J e s u s  i s

t o  be v i e wed  a s  a man,  however  e x a l t e d  a man he may be:

The M e s s i a h ,  J e s u s  s o n  of Mary,  wa s  o n l y  the
M e s s e n g e r  of  G o d . . .  The M e s s i a h  w i l l  n o t  d i s d a i n  
t o  be a s e r v a n t  of  God,  n e i t h e r  t h e  a n g e l s  who are  
n e a r  s t a t i o n e d  t o  Him.  ( 4 : 1 7 1 - 7 2  A r b e r r y )

S u r e l y ,  m  s u c h  a c o n t e x t  as  t h i s ,  t he  word " o n l y "  c a n n o t  be

t a k e n  a s  o t h e r  t han  a d e n i a l  — a l b e i t  a n  i m p l i c i t  o n e — of

J e s u s '  d e i t y ,  B i b l i c a l l y  p r o c l a i m e d .

F u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t  of p r o p h e t h o o d  

a l l o w s  f o r  no s t r u c t u r a l  r e m e d y i n g  of t h e  human s i t u a t i o n .

r e l a t i v e  g r e a t n e s s ,  b u t  i t  i s  a s  a c l a s s  t h a t  the p r o p h e t s  
a r e  " p r e f e r r e d  above  a l l  b e i n g s "  ( 6 : 86  A r b e r r y ;  c f .  6 : 3 3 — 
8 7 ) .  He n c e ,  4 : 1 50-5 2 r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  i l l e g i t i m a c y  o f  t he  
S c r i p t u a r i e s ' c a l l i n g  i n t o  q u e s t i o n  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  
q u a l i f i c a t i o n s  of  a n y  of  t h o s e  God had d e s i g n a t e d  p r o p h e t s ,  
w h e t h e r  S h u c a y b  and t h e  o t h e r  n o n - B i b l i c a l  ( Ar a b )  p r o p h e t s  
o r  J e s u s  ( i n  t h e  c a s e  of  t h e  J e w s ) .  I m p l i c i t l y ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  
i t  a l s o  a d d r e s s e s  t h e  l a r g e r  i s s u e  of t h e  J e w i s h  ( a n d ,  t o  a 
l e s s e r  e x t e n t ,  C h r i s t i a n )  r e f u s a l  to a c c e p t  Muhammad' s  
p r o p h e t i c  a u t h o r i t y .
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So ,  J e s u s '  p r o p h e t h o o d  c a n n o t  p o s s i b l y  be t h o u g h t  t o  s i g m f v  

t h a t  he i s  t he  S a v i o u r  of t h e  w o r l d ,  d e s p i t e  h i s  b e i n g  named 

t h e  Me s s i a h .  Only m  the l i m i t e d  s e n s e  of t h e i r  b e a r i n g  t he  

r e v e l a t o r y  mess ages  o f  God can t h e  p r o p h e t s  be  t h o u g h t  of  as 

' s a v i o u r s , '  a l t h o u g h  t h i s  i s  not  Q u r a n i c  t e r m i n o l o g y :  no

Qu r a n i c  p r o p h e t  i s  S a v i o u r  m  t h e  s e n s e  t h a t ,  in h i m s e l f ,  he 

a c c o m p l i s h e s ,  f o r  a l l  manki nd,  t h e  r e v e r s a l  s i g n i f i e d  by t h e  

c o v e n a n t  of  g r a c e .  Hence,  J e s us  i s  not  h i m s e l f  v i ewed as 

t h e  r e v e l a t i o n  of  God,  b u t - - l i k e  Muhammad--on 1 y as t he  

t r a n s m i t  t  e r  of i t .

I n  t h i s  c o n t e x t ,  t h e  s e c ond  ma j o r  Q u r a n i c  a f f i r m a t i o n  

on J e s u s ,  t ha t  he p r e d i c t e d  the comi ng o f  Muhammad, as h i s  

p r o p h e t i c  s u c c e s s o r ,  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  r e a s o n a b l e  ( 6 1 : 6 ) .  The 

t e n d e n c y  among We s t e r n  s c h o l a r s  m  r e c e n t  y e a r s  has been t o  

r e j e c t  t h e  Musl im i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  ahmadu h e r e  w i t h  

Muhammad, on h i s t o r i c a l  g r o u n d s . 11 As t h e  d i s c u s s i o n  i s  f a r  

t oo  l a r g e  for  u s  to e n t e r  i n t o  h e r e ,  we l i m i t  o u r s e l v e s  t o  

s a y i n g  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o t h i n g  in t h e  l a r g e r  Qu r a n i c  c o n t e x t

wh i c h  c a s t s  d o u b t  on t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  s a i d  t o

have  p r e d i c t e d  Muhammad' s  comi ng .  Muhammad, a s  " t h e  p r o p h e t  

of t h e  common f o l k , "  i s  s a i d  to h a v e  b e e n  me n t i o n e d  m  b o t h  

t he  Torah and I n j T l  ( 7 : 1 5 7 ) .  And,  f u r t h e r m o r e ,  t h e r e  i s  

n o t h i n g  t o  s u g g e s t  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  t o  be e x c e p t e d  from among 

t h o s e  a d m i t t e d  t o  p r o p h e t h o o d  on c o n d i t i o n  t h a t  t hey  p l e d g e  

t h e i r  a l l e g i a n c e  to Muhammad' s  ( u l t i m a t e )  p r o p h e t h o o d
s '  _s " ~ ~ '
}.
I 11W. Montgomery Wat t ,  "His Name i s  Aljmad," The Mus l i m
I Worl d  43 ( A p r i l  1953) : 110 - 17 ;  E l 3 , s . v .  "Al jmad, "  by J .
I S c h a c h t ;  P a r n n d e r ,  J e s u s  i n  the Q u r ’an,  pp.  96- 100  .
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( 3 : 3 1 ) .  By c o n t r a s t ,  P a r n n d e r ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  t h a t  ahmadu  

r e f e r s ,  r a t h e r ,  t o  t h e  Holy S p i r i t  ( whos e  c omi ng  J e s u s  

f o r e t o l d  m  John 1 5 : 2 6 - 1 6 : 1 5 )  e v i d e n c e s  e i t h e r  ve r y  l i t t l e  

a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  Q u r a n i c  u s age  o f  ruh  or  e l s e  t h e  

a s s i g n m e n t  of  a much h i g h e r  p r i o r i t y  to t h e  h e r m e n e u t i c s  o f  

i n t e r - S c r i p t u r a l  h a r m o n i z a t i o n ,  o v e r  t h e  l a r g e r  Qu r a n i c  

c o n t e x t  on such q u e s t i o n s , 12

I t  f o l l o w s  t h a t  J e s u s  i s  t o  be v i e w e d  a s  in some 

s e n s e  s u b o r d i n a t e  to Muhammad as t h e  u l t i m a t e  p r o p h e t - -  

u l t i m a t e  m  bot h  s e n s e s  of t h e  t e r m .  R e l a t i v e  to Muhammad,  

J e s u s  i s  a l t o g e t h e r  l i k e  a l l  of h i s  own p r e c u r s o r s .  For he  

i s  v i e we d  a s  o n l y  a t e m p o r a r y  and p a r t i a l  b e a r e r  of  t h e  

l i g h t  of G o d ' s  r e v e l a t i o n .  (And,  w h i l e  t h e  Q u r ' a n  may not  

e x p l i c i t l y  a s s e r t  t he  e n d u r i n g  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  a n d  u n i v e r s a l  

a p p l i c a b i l i t y  of  i t s  own me s s a g e ,  i t s  u l t i m a c y  — a g a i n ,  in 

b o t h  s e n s e s  of  t h e  t e r m - - i t  c l e a r l y  has  n o t h i n g  to s a y  of 

i t s  b e i n g  l i k e  a n y  of  t h e  e a r l i e r  r e v e l a t i o n s  m  t e r m s  of 

t h e i r  i n c o m p l e t e n e s s  o r  l i m i t e d  e f f e c t . )  On t h e  one hand,  

J e s u s  may b e  s a i d  t o  be i n f e r i o r  t o  t he  S e a l  o f  the 

P r o p h e t s .  B u t ,  on  t he  o t h e r  hand ,  i n  one s e n s e ,  i t  may be 

h i s  p e n u l t i m a t e  p o s i t i o n ,  h i s  b e i n g  c h o s e n  i m m e d i a t e l y  to

12I b i d , ;  P a r r i n d e r  m i s t a k e n l y  a s s u me s  t h a t  t h e  
Q u r a n i c  rOfi may be  q u i t e  s i m i l a r  t o  t h e  H o l y  S p i r i t ,  
B i b l i c a l l y  c o n c e i v e d  ( p p .  4 8 - 5 0 ) .  H i s  g r e a t e r  e r r o r ,  
h o w e v e r ,  i s  h i s  a s s u m p t i o n  t h a t  t h e  Q u r a n i c  r e v e l a t i o n s  a r e  
a c t u a l l y  e n g a g e d  m  a s o r t  o f  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  t e x t  o f  t he  
B i b l e ,  i n  much t h e  same s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t  mi gh t  
be s a i d  t o  b e  i n c o n s t a n t  d i a l o g u e  w i t h  t h e  Old (on t h i s ,  
c f ,  n .  9 a b o v e ) .  On t h e  Q u r a n i c  u s e  of r u # ,  s e e  
0 ' S h a u g h n e s s y  ' s t h o r o u g h  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  of  t h i s  s u b j e c t  in 
The D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t he  Me a n i n g  o f  S p i r i t  i n  t he  Koran  ( c i t e d  
i n  c h .  I I ,  n .  98 a b o v e ) .
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h e r a l d  t he  comi ng  o f  Muhammad, whi ch mos t  s i g n i f i c a n t l y  

i n c r e a s e s  J e s u s '  p r o p h e t i c  s t a t u r e  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n . 13

F i n a l l y ,  i f  t h e r e  i s  one c o n c l u s i o n  t h a t  may be drawn 

f r om t h e  wh o l e  of o u r  s t u d y  h e r e ,  i t  i s  t h a t  t he  r e a l  s i t z  

i m l e b e n  of t h e  Q u r ' a n  i s  none o t h e r  t h a n  t h e  J a h i i i y y a .  

Q u r a n i c  monot he i s m i s  to be u n d e r s t o o d  as  r e s p o n d i n g  

p r i m a r i l y  t o t h e  c h a l l e n g e  of pa gan  w o r s h i p ,  and o n l y  

s e c o n d a r i l y  t o  t h a t  of  t h e  u n c o o p e r a t i v e  among t h e  ahl  a l -  

K i t S b .  Hence ,  Q u r a n i c  m a t e r i a l s  r e l a t e d  t o  Muhammad' s  

d e a l i n g s  w i t h  Jews and  C h r i s t i a n s — a n d ,  n a t u r a l l y ,  most  of 

w h a t  i s  s a i d  o f  c J s a  i bn  Maryam b e l o n g s  t h e r e — a r e  b e s t  

u n d e r s t o o d  i n  t e r ms  o f  a ' s u b - p l o t . '  Fo r ,  a s  t he  

s i g n i f i c a n c e  o f  t he  s u b - p l o t  d e r i v e s  f r om t h e  p l o t ,  and not  

v i c e  v e r s a ,  s o  t h e s e  m a t e r i a l s  a r e  n o t  r e a l l y  c o m p r e h e n s i b l e  

w i t h o u t  r e f e r e n c e  t o  t he  l a r g e r  d r a m a t i c  wh o l e  to whi ch they 

c o n t r i b u t e .  To r e c o g n i z e  t h i s  h e r m e n e u t i c  p r i n c i p l e  i s  to 

a v o i d  c o u n t l e s s  f a l s e  l e a d s  in o n e ' s  a p p r e h e n s i o n  o f  t h e  

p l a c e  o f  J e s u s  i n t h e  Q u r ' a n .  To empl oy  i t  c o n s i s t e n t l y  i s  

mor e  n e a r l y  t o  a p p r e c i a t e  t h e  Musl im S c r i p t u r e  on i t s  own 

t  e r ms .

1 3 The p a r a l l e l  b e t w e e n  t h i s  and t h e  s t a t e m e n t  of 
J e s u s  i n  Mat t hew l l : 9 - l l a ,  c o n c e r n i n g  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  
g r e a t n e s s  of  J o h n  t h e  B a p t i s t ,  w i l l  be a p p a r e n t .
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APPENDIX 1: The F i n a l  S t a t e

We h a v e  s e e n  t h a t  t h e  Ga r d e n  o f  t h e  a f t e r l i f e  i s  to 

be  t a k e n  as t h e  r e s t o r e d  e a r t h l y  P a r a d i s e ,  l o s t  d u e  t o 

Ad a m' s  s i n . 1 Q u r a n i c  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  P a r a d i s e  m u s t  ha ve  

a p p e a l e d  to Muhammad ' s  o r i g i n a l  a u d i e n c e  no l e s s  t h a n  

Q u r a n i c  d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  H e l l  m i g h t  be  c o n s i d e r e d  u n i v e r s a l l y  

t o  r e p e l .  At  l e a s t  two r e a s o n s  may be  g i v e n  f o r  t h i s .  To 

b e g i n ,  t h e  l u s h ,  w e l l - w a t e r e d  Ga r d e n  a t m o s p h e r e  ( e . g .  3 : 1 5 ;  

2 0 : 7 6 ;  4 4 : 5 2 ;  5 4 : 5 4 )  mus t  have  meant  f a r  mor e  t o  d e s e r t  

d w e l l e r s  t h a n  t o  many p r e s e n t - d a y  r e a d e r s ,  i n h a b i t a n t s  of  

a r a b l e  l a n d s .  And,  more i m p o r t a n t l y ,  t h e  P a r a d i s e  d e s c r i b e d  

r e p r e s e n t s  a r e l i g i o u s  r e c a s t i n g  of  t h e  J a h i l i  c o n c e p t  o f  

a t t a i n i n g  ' i m m o r t a l i t y '  t h r o u g h  a s u p e r a b u n d a n t  i n d u l g e n c e  

m  l u x u r y  and s e n s u a l  p l e a s u r e . 2

Ha v i n g  s a i d  t h a t ,  we h a s t e n  t o  a d d  t h a t  t h e  v i s i o n  

i s ,  h o we v e r ,  a u t h e n t i c a l l y  r e l i g i o u s  o n  a n u mb e r  o f  c o u n t s .  

F i r s t ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h e r e  i s  an a d d e d  s p i r i t u a l  d i m e n s i o n  m  

t h e  p o s s i b i l i t y ,  a t  l e a s t ,  o f  g l i m p s i n g  " t h e  f a c e  o f  Go d , "  a 

r e w a r d  r e s e r v e d  f o r  t h o s e  f a v o u r e d  o n e s  who a r e  " b r o u g h t

‘ See  n .  I l l  a b o v e ;  c f .  p .  62.

20n  t h i s ,  s e e  p .  16 a b o v e .
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n e a r "  t o  hxs d i v i n e  p r e s e n c e  ( 2 : 2 7 2 ;  1 3 : 2 2 ;  3 0 : 3 8 - 3 9 ;  c f .  

3 : 1 4 - 1 5 ;  75 : 2 2 - 2 3  ; 83 : 2 4 , 2 8 ) .  The  l i nage  h e r e  a p p e a r s  t o  be 

t h a t  of a  g r e a t  k i n g ’ s  h o s t i n g  a n  i mmense  b a n q u e t ,  w i t h  o n l y  

c e r t a i n  o f  h i s  g u e s t s  n e a r  e n o u g h  even t o  s e e  him ( 5 6 : 1 1 ;

83 : 2 4 , 2 8  ; c f ,  3 : 1 9 8 ;  5 4 : 5 5 ; 5 5 : 5 4 ) . B e i n g  " b r o u g h t  n e a r , "  

t h e n ,  i s  f a r  mo r e  a q u e s t i o n  of  t h e  h o n o u r  o f  o n e ' s  b e i n g  

s e a t e d  n e a r  e n o u g h  t o  g l i m p s e  t h e  g l o r y  of  h i s  or  h e r  

m u n i f i c e n t  Hos t  —  and t h i s  r e l a t e s  i t  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  v i s i o n  

o f  G o d - - t h a n  i t  i s  o n e  of  p e r s o n a l  communi on,  t h e  

i n t i m a c y  o f  c l o s e  f r i e n d s .  Wh a t e v e r  " n e a r n e s s "  h e r e  

s i g n i f i e s ,  t he  Q u r a n i c  s e n s e  of t h e  M a s t e r - s e r v a n t  

d i s t i n c t i o n  wo u l d  h a r d l y  a l l o w  f o r  any t h o u g h t  of  g e n u i n e  

d i v i n e - h u m a n  i n t i m a c y  o r  f e l l o w s h i p . 3

S e c o n d ,  a n d  c o n t r a r y  t o t h e  u s u a l  W e s t e r n  

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n s  o f  t h e  more  s e n s u a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  m  t e r ms  of  

o r g i a s t i c  r e v e l r y ,  m o r a l  p u r i t y  i s  i n t e g r a l  t o  t h e  Q u r a n i c  

v i s i o n  o f  f a i t h ' s  f i n a l  r e w a r d s .  Beyond i t s  o b v i o u s  s e x u a l  

a p p e a l  t o  t h e  men of  Muhammad ' s  g e n e r a t i o n ,  t h e  v i r g i n a l  

p u r i t y  of  t h e  t i a wr a '  ( p i .  ht Jr \  56 : 22-24 , 3 5-38 ; c f .  4 4 : 5 4  ;

52 : 20 ; 55 : 56 ,  7 0 - 7 4 )  a r g u e s  f o r  o n e ' s  v i e w i n g  h e r  a s  a  s o r t  

of  f a n t a s t i c  c o n c u b i n e  ( i . e .  f a n t a s t i c  i n  t he  o r i g i n a l  s e n s e  

of  t h e  t e r m )  and  as  o n e  who has  b e e n  c r e a t e d  s p e c i f i c a l l y  

f o r  t h i s  p u r p o s e . A A n d ,  o f  c o u r s e ,  t h e  Q u r ' a n  v i e w e d

30n t h i s ,  s ee  p p .  4 4 - 4 9  a b o v e .

AWh i l e  m o r a l  p u r i t y  i s  i n t e g r a l  t o  t he  Q u r a n i c  v i s i o n  
of  P a r a d i s e ,  t h e  l a t e r ,  S u f i  t e n d e n c y  t o w a r d s  
s p i r i t u a l i z a t i o n  o f  t h e  s e x u a l  c o n t e n t  h e r e  i s  u n w a r r a n t e d ,  
s i n c e  t he  v i s i o n  was t o  m o t i v a t e  b o t h  H i j a z T  A r a b s  r e c e n t l y  
c o n v e r t e d  f rom p a g a n i s m  and ( s e c o n d a r i l y )  p a g a n s  t o  t h e  m o s t
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c o n c u b i n a g e  a s  an e n t i r e l y  mor a l  and c ommendab l e  p r a c t i c e ,  

e s t a b l i s h i n g  a man ' s  s e x u a l  r i g h t s  o v e r  h i s  f e ma l e  s l a v e s  

( w h i l e  o b l i g i n g  him t o  t hem m  o t h e r  r e s p e c t s ;  33 : 50 - 52  ;

70 : 29-30 ; c f .  4 : 3 ) .  The m o r a l  p u r i t y  o f  the G a r d e n ' s  

i n d u l g e n c e  i s  f u r t h e r  e v i d e n t  i n t he  d i v i n e  r e m o v a l  of 

u n wa n t e d  e f f e c t s ,  s u c h  as w i n e ' s  power s  of  i n t o x i c a t i o n  

( 5 2 : 23  ; 5 6 : 1 8 - 1  9,  2 5 - 2 6 ;  c f .  4 7 : 1 5 ;  56 : 25-26 ) ;  h e n c e ,  s u c h  

i n d u l g e n c e  i s  t o  be v i e we d  a s  h a v i n g  b e e n  r e n d e r e d  bo t h  

a l t o g e t h e r  u n h u r t f u l  and s u p r e m e l y  s i m p l e . 5

r a d i c a l  s o r t  o f  a l l e g i a n c e  and  s e l f - s u r r e n d e r .  G i v e n  t he  
J a h i l l  c o n t e x t ,  i t  i s  u n t h i n k a b l e  t h a t  a n y  o f  Muhammad' s 
o r i g i n a l  h e a r e r s  woul d  have t a k e n  such d e s c r i p t i o n s  
a l l e g o r i c a l l y ,  w i t h o u t  t he  Q u r ' a n ' s  e x p l i c i t l y  i n d i c a t i n g  
t h a t  t he y  s h o u l d  do s o .  He n c e ,  t o  say t h a t  s u c h  p h y s i c a l  
d e l i g h t s  ( r e p r e s e n t i n g  the  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  of t h e  wh o l e  
p e r s o n — body a s  we l l  a s  s o u l - - m  t h e  b l i s s  of  P a r a d i s e )  
i m p l y  t h e  e s s e n t i a l  g o o d n e s s  of  a l l  G o d - o r d a i n e d  s e x u a l  
b e h a v i o u r ,  i s  f a r  c l o s e r  t o  t he  Q u r a n i c  i n t e n t  t h a n  Yusuf  

j  A l l ' s  s p i r i t u a l i z i n g  a s s e r t i o n  t h a t  p h y s i c a l  " s e x  h a s  no
p l a c e  i n h e a v e n "  ( The Hol y  Q u r ' a n :  T r a n s l a t i o n  and
Comme n t ar y ,  a p p e n d i x  x n ,  p .  1467 ) .

C f .  c h a p t e r  7 o f  Abde l wahab  B o u h d i b a ' s  S e x u a l i t y  m  
I s l a m ,  t r a n s l a t e d  by A l a n  S h e r i d a n  ( London:  R o u t l e d g e  & 
Kegan P a u l ,  1985 ) ,  p p .  72-8 7 .

s C f . J a n e  D. M c A u l i f f e ,  "The  Wi nes  of E a r t h  a n d  
P a r a d i s e :  Q u r a n i c  P r o s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  P r o m i s e s , "  m  Logos
I s l a m i k o s : S t a d i a  I s l a m i c a  i n  Honorem G e o r g i i  M i c h a e h s
V i c k e n s ,  P a p e r s  i n  M e d i a e v a l  S t u d i e s ,  n o .  6, e d s .  R o g e r  M. 
S a v o r y  a nd  D i o n i s i u s  A .  A g i u s  ( T o r o n t o :  P o n t i f i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  
of M e d i a e v a l  S t u d i e s ,  1 9 8 4 ) ,  pp.  1 67-73 .

Hence ,  t h e  n o r ma l  t e m p o r a l  e f f e c t  of  ( s u p e r a b u n d a n t )  
s e x u a l  a c t i v i t y ,  t he  f a t h e r i n g  of c h i l d r e n ,  i s  nowhe r e  
m e n t i o n e d  m  c o n n e c t i o n  w i t h  P a r a d i s e .  The t h o u g h t  h e r e  
s ee ms  to b e  t h a t  of a l t o g e t h e r  e a s e f u l  i n d u l g e n c e  i n  
p l e a s u r e  w i t h o u t  many o f  t h e  t e m p o r a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  o f  normal  
c o n s e q u e n c e  and r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  ( f o r  c h i l d r e n  a r e  a t r i a l  i n  
t he  p r e s e n t  l i f e ;  8 : 2 8 ;  6 4 : 1 5 ) .  O b v i o u s l y ,  t h i s  d i r e c t l y  
r e l a t e s  t h e  b e l i e v e r ' s  r e w a r d  in P a r a d i s e  to t h e  J a h i l i  
c o n c e p t  o f  a t t a i n i n g  ' i m m o r t a l i t y ' :  t h e  o l d  i d e a l  i s  not
r e j e c t e d ,  b u t  i t  i s  c o m p l e t e l y  d i v o r c e d  f rom t h e  a r r o g a n c e  
and i r r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  w h i c h  made i t  so d a mn a b l e  to t h e  p a g a n s

C i n t h e  p r e s e n t  l i f e .  He nce ,  P a r a d i s e  p r i m a r i l y  c o n s i s t s  i n  
t he  e n j o y me n t  o f  s u p e r a b u n d a n t  s e n s u a l  ( a n d  s o c i a l )  
p l e a s u r e s - - t h e  v e r y  t h i n g s  w h i c h  h a d  b e e n  d i s a l l o w e d  t he

**»  .
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Un d e r  t h e  i d e a l ,  p a r a d i s i c a l  d i s p e n s a t i o n ,  t h e n ,  a l l  

t h e  l u x u r i e s  of  t h e  f a b u l o u s l y  w e a l t h y — a n  a b u n d a n c e  o f  

c o n c u b i n e s ,  of  f o o d  a n d  d r i n k  ( 5 6 : 1 7 - 2 1 ) ,  ha nds ome  s e r v a n t s  

( 5 2 : 2 4 ;  5 6 : 1 7 ;  7 6 : 1 9 ) ,  b r o c a d e - l i n e d  c o u c h e s  ( 5 5 : 5 4 ) ,  

g a r m e n t s  o f  g r e e n  s i l k  and b r o c a d e  ( 7 6 : 2 1 ) ,  e t c . — a r e  

b e s t o w e d  u p o n  t h e  d e v o u t  Mus l i m b e l i e v e r ,  b u t  a s  g i f t s  of 

God and  w i t h o u t  a n y  l o s s  of h i s  e s s e n t i a l  p u r i t y  and p i e t y  

b e f o r e  God.  A n o t h e r  i ma g e  g i v e n  i s  t h a t  o f  f a b u l o u s  

f r a t e r n a l  f e a s t i n g ,  a g a i n  c o n v e y i n g  t he  n o t i o n  o f  a l l  t he  

f i n e r  t h i n g s  of  l i f e ,  t o g e t h e r  w i t h  t h a t  o f  human f r i e n d s h i p  

( e . g .  5 2 : 1 7 - 2 8 ;  5 6 : 1 2 - 3 8 ;  c f .  1 5 : 4 7 ) .

I n t e g r a l  t o  t h i s  v i s i o n  i s  t h e  b e l i e v e r s '  r e a l i z a t i o n  

of  p e r f e c t  r e s t ,  b o t h  p h y s i c a l  ( 1 5 : 4 8 )  a n d  s p i r i t u a l  o r  

p s y c h o l o g i c a l ;  a s  was n o t e d  e a r l i e r ,  l a  k h a w f u n  aa l a y h i m  wa-  

l a  hum y a h z a n u n  i s  s t a t e d  c a t e g o r i c a l l y  some t w e l v e  t i m e s  

( e . g .  2 : 38  , 62;  7 : 3 5 ;  4 6 : 1 3 ) .  I n t e g r a l  a l s o  i s  t h e i r  

a t t a i n m e n t  o f  u n i v e r s a l  b r o t h e r h o o d  and ha r mony (made 

p o s s i b l e  o n l y  by t h e  r e m o v a l  o f  r a n c o u r  f r o m t h e  h e a r t s  of 

b e l i e v e r s ,  a s  was n o t e d  e a r l i e r ;  7 : 4 3 ;  1 5 : 4 7 ;  c f .  5 9 : 1 0 ) .

The Q u r a n i c  v i s i o n  of  Ge h e n n a  ( Jahannum)  o r  t h e  F i r e  

( a I - ( Va r )  i s  no l e s s  p h y s i c a l — b o t h  v i s u a l  and t a c t i l e - - i n  

i t s  d e p i c t i o n  of  t o r m e n t  and d e g r a d a t i o n  t h a n  i s  i t s  

o p p o s i t e ,  a l - J a n n a ,  of  b l i s s .  H e l l ' s  i n h a b i t a n t s  a r e ,  f o r

Mu s l i m c o mmu n i t y ,  e i t h e r  e x p l i c i t l y ,  by Q u r a n i c  
p r o s c r i p t i o n ,  o r  e l s e  s i m p l y  b y  t he  a s c e t i c  c o n s t r a i n t s  of 
j i h a d — b i t  now l a w f u l l y ;  t h a t  i s ,  u n d e r  ' i d e a l '  c o n d i t i o n s ,  
w i t h o u t  t h e  t e m p o r a l  c o n s t r a i n t s  wh i c h  made s u c h  r e s p o n s i b l e  
i n d u l g e n c e  i m p o s s i b l e  t o  t he  Mu s l i ms  b e f o r e .  ( Of  c o u r s e ,  
Q u r a n i c a l l y ,  a d u l t e r o u s ,  h o mo s e x u a l  and o t h e r  f o r m s  o f  
a b e r r a n t  o r  i n d e c e n t  b e h a v i o u r  a r e  n o t  i n c l u d e d  i n  t h e  
p a r a d i s a l  r e w a r d s . )
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e x a m p l e ,  made t o  d r i n k  o o z i n g  pus  and b o i l i n g  w a t e r ;  t h e y  

a r e  r o a s t e d  a l i v e ,  w i t h  l i q u i d  p i t c h  on t h e i r  f a c e s  and  w i t h  

no p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e s c a p i n g  t h r o u g h  d e a t h ;  and t h e y  mu s t  

f o r e v e r  e n d u r e  f a t i g u e ,  a n x i e t y  a n d  t h e  a b s e n c e  of  a l l  

s o c i a l  ha r mo n y  t h e r e  ( 1 4 : 1 6 - 1 7 ;  3 8 : 5 6 - 5 8 ;  5 6 : 4 2 - 4 4 ;  6 9 : 3 0 -  

3 7 ;  8 8 : 2 - 7 ) .

And,  as  w i t h  d i v i n e  n e a r n e s s  i n H e l l ' s  o p p o s i t e ,  t h e  

r e m o t e n e s s  of  God ( o r ,  more e x a c t l y ,  o f  h i s  f a v o u r )  f rom 

H e l l ' s  p o p u l a c e  i s  r e l a t e d  p r i m a r i l y  t o  p h y s i c a l  s e n s a t i o n - -  

h e r e  p a i n ,  as o p p o s e d  t o  p l e a s u r e .  T h a t  i s  n o t  to s a y  t h a t ,  

a s  w i t h  t h e  B i b l i c a l  h e a v e n  and h e l l ,  s u c h  d e s c n p t i v e s  do 

n o t  p o i n t  t o  h i g h e r  r e a l i t i e s  t h a n  t he  m e r e l y  p h y s i c a l .

B u t ,  u n l i k e  t h e  B i b l i c a l  p i c t u r e s ,  t h a t  n e a r n e s s  or  

r e m o t e n e s s  doe s  no t  r e p r e s e n t ,  f i r s t  a n d  f o r e m o s t ,  t h e  

e n j o y m e n t  o r  l o s s  of  i n t i m a t e  f e l l o w s h i p  w i t h  G o d . 6

One o t h e r  p o i n t  of  c o n t r a s t  m i g h t  be m e n t i o n e d  h e r e .  

I t  i s  t h a t ,  f o r  i t s  much  g r e a t e r  l e n g t h ,  t he  B i b l e  e v i d e n c e s  

r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  m u l t i p l i c a t i o n  of  i ma g e s  

m  i t s  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  h e l l .  B i b l i c a l l y ,  h e l l  i s  s hown t o  

be a p l a c e  of  u t t e r  f u t i l i t y  and e n d l e s s  t o r m e n t :  a l a k e  o f  

f i r e ,  w e e p i n g ,  w a i l i n g  and g n a s h i n g  of  t e e t h ,  i n  company 

w i t h  a l l  o f  t h e  w o r s t  o f  s o c i e t y ' s  a b u s e r s  of  t h e m s e l v e s  a n d  

o t h e r s .  T h e r e  i s  much b a s i c  s i m i l a r i t y  m  t e r m s  of  t h e  

n a t u r e  of  H e l l ' s  p u n i s h m e n t s .  B u t ,  w i t h o u t  m e a n i n g  t o  i m p l y  

t h a t  t h e  B i b l i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  h e r e  a r e  a n y  l e s s  h o r r i f i c .

‘ F o r  f u r t h e r  d i s c u s s i o n  of  t h e  Q u r a n i c  c o n c e p t i o n s  o f  
b o t h  t h e  G a r d e n  and  t h e  F i r e ,  s e e  Haddad  and S m i t h ,  Deat h  
a n d  R e s u r r e c t i o n , pp.  8 3 - 9 7 .
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i t  s e e ms  c l e a r  t h a t  e v e n  i n  s i m i l a r l y  h o m i l e t i c  c o n t e x t s  

( e . g .  J e s u s  in Mar k  9:  4 2 - 4 8 )  t h e r e  i s  mo r e  r e s t r a i n t  m  t h e  

B i b l i c a l  d e s c n p t i v e s  a n d  l e s s  c o m p o u n d i n g  of i m a g e s .  The 

same mi g h t  be s a i d  of  t h e  t wo S c r i p t u r e s ’ d e s c r i p t i o n s  of  

P a r a d i s e  a l s o . 7

7The Q u r a n i c  d e s c r i p t i o n s  s e e m t o b e  m o t i v a t e d  by t h e  
c o n c e r n  t o  c a t c h  t h e  p o p u l a r  i m a g i n a t i o n .  In t h i s  r e g a r d ,  
t h e n ,  e a r l y  t a f s l r  p r o v e d  i t s  f a i t h f u l  h e i r ,  e v e n  f u r t h e r  
m u l t i p l y i n g  c o n c r e t e  d e t a i l s .  I t  a l s o  r e f l e c t e d  t h e  
d o m i n a t i n g  t e n d e n c y  of  t h e  h a d l t h ' s  a m p l i f i c a t i o n  of  s u c h  
Q u r a n i c  p a s s a g e s :  "a l i t e r a l n e s s  w h i c h  e m p h a s i z e s  t h e
r e a l i t y  and  d e t a i l  of  s e n s u a l  p l e a s u r e "  o r  p a i n  ( £ I a , s . v ,  
" D j a n n a , "  b y  L. G a r d e t ) .

Some n o t e s  on t h e  B i b l i c a l  d e s c r i p t i o n s  o f  h e a v e n  a r e  
g i v e n  m  t h e  body of  t h i s  p a p e r ;  s e e  a b o v e ,  pp.  7 4 - 7 8 ,  144-  
45 a n d  1 5 5 - 5 6 .
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APPENDIX 2: E t h i c a l  O r i e n t a t i o n  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n

I n  o r d e r  to d e s c r i b e  t h e  Q u r a n i c  o r i e n t a t i o n  t o  t h e  

i s s u e s  o f  s m  and r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  one s h o u l d  b e g i n  by a s k i n g ,  

What  a r e  t he  m a j o r  e t h i c a l  c o n c e r n s  t o  be f o u n d  i n  t he  

Q u r ' a n ?  The g r e a t  ma s s  o f  e t h i c a l  d a t a  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n  ( a l l  

o f  wh i c h  i s  r e l e v a n t  t o o u r  q u e s t i o n )  may p e r h a p s  be made 

m a n a g e a b l e  by v i e w i n g  s m ,  on t h e  one h a n d ,  and 

r i g h t e o u s n e s s ,  on t h e  o t h e r ,  m  t e r ms  o f  s i x  i n t e r - r e l a t e d  

a s p e c t s .  They a r e  a s  f o l l o w s :  1) p r o p h e t i c  and 2)

c o mmu n a l ;  3) t h e o l o g i c a l  a n d  4)  c u l t i c ;  5) s o c i a l  and 6)  

a s c e t i c . 1

The p r o p h e t i c  a s p e c t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t he  

d i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  u n w a r r a n t e d  ' i n d i v i d u a l i s m '  by u n q u e s t i o n i n g

1 P r o p e r l y  u n d e r s t o o d ,  t h e s e  a s p e c t s  may be f u r t h e r  
r e d u c e d  t o  t h r e e  b a s i c  p e r s p e c t i v e s :  n o r m a t i v e ,  e x i s t e n t i a l
a n d  s i t u a t i o n a l  ( t h e  t h r e e  p a i r s  a b ove  c o r r e s p o n d i n r  t o  
t h e s e  i n  t h e  o r d e r  m  w h i c h  t h e y  a r e  g i v e n ) .  Wh i l e  i t  may 
b e  a r g u e d  t h a t  m  s ome  s e n s e  t h e  t h e o l o g i c a l  and s o c i a l  
a s p e c t s  a r e  p r i m a r y ,  t he  o r d e r i n g  a b o v e  r e f l e c t s  t h e  f a c t  
t h a t  i n  a n o t h e r  s e n s e  i t  wa s  t h e  n o r m a t i v e  i s s u e  w h i c h  was 
f u n d a m e n t a l  t o  a l l  e l s e .  But  t h a t  i s s u e  t a k e s  us  b e y o n d  t h e  
s c o p e  o f  t h i s  p r e s e n t  s t u d y .

T h i s  t h r e e - p e r s p e c t i v e  a p p r o a c h  comes  f rom John  M. 
F r a me ,  The D o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  Kn o wl e d g e  o f  God: A T h e o l o g y  o f
L o r d s h i p  ( Phi  11 i p s b u r g , NJ : P r e s b y t e r i a n  a n d  Re f o r me d  
P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 8 7 ) ,  p a r t  3: " Me t h o d s  of  K n o w l e d g e , "  pp .  
1 6 9 - 3 4 6 .
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a l l e g i a n c e  t o  Muhammad' s  a b s o l u t e  a u t h o r i t y ,  as  p r o p h e t .  

He n c e ,  t he  c o n t e m p o r a r y  p r o p h e t i c  ( m  t h i s  c a s e ,  Muhammadan) 

i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  a n y t h i n g  r e l e v a n t  t o  t h e  s p i r i t u a l ,  

m i l i t a r y  and s o c i o - e c o n o m i c  s i t u a t i o n  o f  t h e  umma was 

g e n e r a l l y  s p e a k i n g  t o  be t a k e n  as  ' i n s p i r e d ' - - a l t h o u g h  no t  

i n  t he  s e n s e  t h a t  t h e  r e v e a l e d  Books w e r e . 2 ( T h i s ,  of 

c o u r s e ,  mus t  ha ve  i n c l u d e d  Muhammad' s  i n t e r p r e t a t i o n  of  

v a r i o u s  B i b l i c a l  a c c o u n t s  and d o c t r i n e s . )  The  communal  

a s p e c t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  of  f a c t i o n a l i s m  

a n d  d i s l o y a l t y  by c o h e s i o n  and commi t ment  t o  t h e  i n t e r e s t s  

o f  t he  e me r g e n t  umma.  Most  p r o m i n e n t l y ,  t h i s  i n v o l v e s  t h e  

i s s u e  o f  u n s w e r v i n g  l o y a l t y  m  j i h a d  ( a s  doe s  t he  p r o p h e t i c  

a l s o ) ,  but  on a n o t h e r  l e v e l  i t  i n v o l v e s  such  t h i n g s  as  t h e  

s a n c t i t y  of  f a m i l y  r e l a t i o n s h i p s  w i t h i n  t he  umma.

J The t h e o l o g i c a l  o r  r e l i g i o u s  a s p e c t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h

t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  of  s h i r k  by t r u e  b e l i e f  m  a n d  w o r s h i p  of  

God.  The c u l t i c  or  s a c r a l  a s p e c t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t he  

d i s p l a c e m e n t  o f  ( t r i b a l )  s e c u l a n t y  by s u p e r t n b a l  s a n c t i t y  

o r  s a c r e d n e s s .  I t  i n v o l v e s  t h e  o b s e r v a t i o n  o f  r e v e a l e d  

t a b o o s  and d i r e c t i v e s ;  s u c h  t h i n g s ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  a s  t he  

p r o h i b i t i o n s  c o n c e r n i n g  p o r k  and  t h e  s a c r e d  e n c l a v e s ,  t h e

2A f t e r  Muhammad' s  d e a t h ,  of  c o u r s e ,  p o p u l a r  d e v o t i o n  
v a s t l y  e x t e n d e d  h i s  ' i n s p i r a t i o n '  t o  c o v e r  r e a l l y  e v e r y  
a s p e c t  o f  h i s  l i f e  a n d  b e h a v i o u r .  The e n o r mo u s  h a d l t h  
l i t e r a t u r e ,  c o n v e y i n g  t h e  s u n n a  ( n o r m a t i v e  p r a c t i c e )  of  t h e  
P r o p h e t ,  gr ew up as t h e  e x p r e s s i o n  o f  s u c h  d e v o t i o n .  I n  
t i m e ,  t h e  t r a d i t i o n s  were  s i f t e d  and ' c a n o n i z e d '  m  g r e a t  
c o l l e c t i o n s ,  s u c h  as  B u k h a r i ' s .  In S u n n i  I s l a m ,  t h i s  
p r o c e s s  c u l m i n a t e d  i n  t he  j u r i s p r u d e n t s '  a s c r i b i n g  p r i o r i t y  
t o  t h e  p r o p h e t i c  s u n n a  ( o v e r  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i t s e l f ) ,  among t h e  
f o u r  c o n s t i t u t i v e  b a s e s  of  t he  S h a r i c a .
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r e - o r i e n t a t i o n  o f  t h e  q i b l a  and t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  of  t h e  

Ramadan f a s t .

The s o c i a l  a s p e c t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  

o f  o p p r e s s i o n  by j u s t i c e  f o r  t h e  s o c i a l l y  d i s a d v a n t a g e d .

T h i s  i n c l u d e s  t h e  p r e s c r i p t i o n  o f  z a k a t  and  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  

o f  u s u r y ,  i n f a n t i c i d e  a n d  t h e  a b u s e  o f  o r p h a n s  and wi dows ,  

e t c .  The a s c e t i c  a s p e c t  i s  c o n c e r n e d  w i t h  t h e  d i s p l a c e m e n t  

o f  J a h i l l  e x c e s s  and l i c e n s e  by p e r s o n a l  r e s t r a i n t  and 

communal  d i s c i p l i n e ;  e x a m p l e s  of  t h i s  a r e  t h e  p r o h i b i t i o n  of  

a l c o h o l ,  i n d e c e n c y  and n a k e d n e s s ,  e t c .  And,  u n d e r p i n n i n g  

a l l  o f  t h e  e t h i c s  a b o v e ,  of  c o u r s e ,  i s  t h e  Q u r ' a n ' s  

r e a s s e s s m e n t  o f  t h i s  w o r l d  m  t h e  l i g h t  o f  t h e  u l t i m a t e  

r e a l i t i e s  of  t h e  w o r l d  t o  come:  h e r e  we do n o t  have  a

s i m p l e  c a s e  o f  s u b s t i t u t i o n — o t h e r - w o r l d l m e s s  f o r  t h i s -  

w o r l d l i n e s s — b u t  r a t h e r  a r e d e f i n i t i o n  of  t h e  p r e s e n t  w o r l d  

i n  t e r m s  of  t h e  f u t u r e  w o r l d .

From t h i s ,  a c o mp l e x  o f  s i n s  e m e r g e s ,  i n c l u d i n g  

p r i d e ,  a r r o g a n c e ,  d i s o b e d i e n c e ,  u n b e l i e f ,  i m p a t i e n c e ,  

i n g r a t i t u d e ,  s p i r i t u a l  i n d i f f e r e n c e ,  s h i r k ,  f a l s e h o o d ,  

s e c t a r i a n i s m ,  g r e e d ,  i n j u s t i c e  and  t h e  s e l f - c e n t r e d n e s s  a nd  

l a c k  of  mo r a l  r e s t r a i n t  f o r  wh i c h  t h e  J a h i l i y y a  was 

r e n o w n e d .  In t e r m s  o f  t h e  g r o u n d - s w e l l  o f  Q u r a n i c  

a t t e n t i o n ,  mos t  o f  t h e  m a j o r  s m s  r e l a t e  d i r e c t l y  t o  t h e  

j o i n t  d e n i a l  o f  God and  h i s  p r o p h e t  ( t h e  d e n i a l  o f  God was 

i p s o  f a c t o  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  h i s  p r o p h e t ,  a n d  v i c e - v e r s a ) .

T h e r e  a r e  a l s o  s p e c i f i c  l i s t i n g s  o f  ' h e i n o u s  s i n s  and 

i n d e c e n c i e s , '  i n c l u d i n g  a d u l t e r y ,  f o r n i c a t i o n ,  p u b l i c
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n u d i t y ,  e t c .  ( e . g .  4 2 : 3 7 ;  5 3 : 3 2 ) ;  t h e  i m p l i c i t  t h o u g h t  seems  

t o  be  t h a t  s uc h  s i n s  r e m a i n e d  a r e a l  t h r e a t  to t h e  

b e l i e v e r s .  (Ey d e f i n i t i o n ,  s h i r k , p r i d e ,  a r r o g a n c e ,  g r e e d  

and i n j u s t i c e  s h o u l d  n o t  have  p o s e d  any t h r e a t  a t  a l l  t o  

g e n u i n e  b e l i e v e r s ;  h e n c e ,  t h e  c o n c e r n  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n  h e r e  i s  

w i t h  a l t o g e t h e r  b r e a k i n g  t he  s t r a n g l e h o l d  o f  o l d  J a h i l i  

h a b i t s  m  t h e  l i v e s  of  c o n v e r t e d  p a g a n s ,  o f  whom v i r t u a l l y  

t h e  e n t i r e  umma u n d e r  Muhammad was c o m p o s e d . )  S u c h  a c t s  of  

i n d i s c i p l i n e  were  t h u s  e f f e c t i v e l y  made t o  s i g n i f y  a p o s t a s y  

i n  t h e  p r a c t i c a l  r e j e c t i o n  o f  t he  r u l e  o f  God a n d  h i s  

p r o p h e t  and  t h e  d e n i a l  o f  o n e ' s  communal  a l l e g i a n c e .

In any  c a s e ,  t h e  p o i n t  t o  be e m p h a s i z e d  i s  t h a t  t he  

g r e a t  b u l k  o f  Q u r a n i c  a t t e n t i o n  i s  g i v e n  t o  t h o s e  s m s  

w h i c h ,  m  t h e m s e l v e s ,  s i g n i f y  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l ' s  s e l f ­

e x c l u s i o n  f r om t h e  c ommuni t y  o f  f a i t h .  So ,  f o r  e x a m p l e ,  

w h i l e  f a l s e h o o d  i s  f r e q u e n t l y  c o n demne d ,  mo s t  of  i t s  

c o n d e m n a t i o n  r e l a t e s  t o  t h e  s t u d i e d  d e c e i t  o f  t h e  

h y p o c r i t e s ,  t h o s e  w o u l d - b e  s a b o t e u r s  of  t h e  Mu s l i m c a u s e .  

T h e r e  i s  r e l a t i v e l y  l i t t l e  e m p h a s i s  on t h e  n e c e s s i t y  o f  

t r u t h - t e l l i n g  a t  a l l  t i m e s 3 a n d  none  a t  a l l  on t h e  

b e l i e v e r ' s  need  f o r  " t r u t h  i n  t h e  i n w a r d  p a r t s "  ( i . e .  ' m o r a l  

i n t e g r i t y , ' i n c l u d i n g  t h a t  G o d - g i v e n  d e g r e e  of  h o n e s t y  wi t h  

o n e s e l f  w i t h o u t  w h i c h ,  B i b l i c a l l y ,  none c a n  f i n d  r e l e a s e  

f r o m h i s  o r  h e r  d o m i n a t i o n  by s m ;  P s a .  5 1 : 6  AV) . As « 

w h o l e ,  t h e n ,  t h e  e t h i c a l  f o c u s  of  t h e  Q u r ' a n  may be s a i d  to

3He n c e ,  G h a z a l T  a n d  o t h e r  Mus l i m t h e o l o g i a n s  wo u l d  
e v e n t u a l l y  a t t e m p t  t o  s t a n d a r d i z e  a n d  d e f i n e  t he  o c c a s i o n s  
i n  w h i c h  l y i n g  was t o  be c o n s i d e r e d  p e r m i s s i b l e .
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be on t h o s e  s i n s  c o m p r i s i n g  t h e  g r e a t  communal  w a t e r s h e d  of

f a i t h  a n d  u n b e l i e f .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

c

SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY

A b b o t t ,  N a b i a .  S t u d i e s  m  A r a b i c  L i t e r a r y  P a p y r i .  O r i e n t a l  
I n s t i t u t e  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  n o s .  7 5 - 7 7 ,  3 v o l s .  t o d a t e .  
C h i c a g o :  U n i v e r s i t y  of  C h i c a g o  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 7 - .

A b d u l - H a q q ,  Akbar  A b d i y a h .  " C h r i s t o l o g i e s  m  E a r l y  C h r i s t i a n  
T h o u g h t  and m  t he  Qur an  ( B e i n g  a C r i t i c a l  A n a l y s i s  
and C o m p a r i s o n  of  S e l e c t e d  C h n s t o l o g i c a l  Vi ews  i n  
C h r i s t i a n  W r i t i n g s  t o  785 A.D.  and Thos e  o f  t he  
Q u r a n ) . "  P h . D .  d i s s e r t a t i o n ,  N o r t h w e s t e r n  U n i v e r s i t y ,  
1 953 .

---------------- . S h a r i n g  Y o u r  F a i t h  w i t h  a Mu s l i m.  M i n n e a p o l i s :
B e t h a n y  F e l l o w s h i p ,  1980.

Adams,  C h a r l e s  J .  " I s l a m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y :  The O p p o s i t i o n  of  
S i m i l a r i t i e s . "  In L o g o s  I s l a m i k o s :  S t u d i a  I s l a m i c a  m  
Honorem G e o r g n  Mi c h a e  1 i s  Wi c k e n s .  P a p e r s  m  
M e d i a e v a l  S t u d i e s ,  n o .  6 ,  pp.  2 8 7 - 3 0 6 .  E d i t e d  by 
Ro g e r  M. S a v o r y  and D i o n i s i u s  A. A g i u s .  T o r o n t o :  
P o n t i f i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  of M e d i a e v a l  S t u d i e s ,  1984.

A d e l p h i ,  G h i y a t h u d d i n , and Hahn,  E r n e s t .  " Th e  I n t e g r i t y  of  
t h e  B i b l e  A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  Q u r ' a n  and  t h e  H a d i t h . "  
H y d e r a b a d ,  I n d i a :  He n r y  M a r t y n  I n s t i t u t e  o f  I s l a m i c  
S t u d i e s ,  1977 .

“ A l l ,  Muhammad.  H o l y  Q u r ' a n : A r a b i c  T e x t ,  T r a n s l a t i o n  a n d  
Comment ar y .  4 t h  ed .  L a h o r e :  Ahma d i yyah  Anjuman 
I s h a = a t  I s l a m ,  1951.

A l i ,  Y u s u f .  The Ho l y  Q u r ' a n :  T r a n s l a t i o n  and  Co mme n t ar y .  
N . p . :  Ame r i c a n  T r u s t  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 9 7 7 .

A n d e r s o n ,  J .  N. D. The  W o r l d ' s  R e l i g i o n s .  London:  I n t e r -  
V a r s i t y  F e l l o w s h i p ,  1950 .

A n d r a e ,  To r .  Der U r s p r u n g  d e s  I s l a m s  und d a s  C h r i s t e n t u m .
S t o c k h o l m - U p p s a l a : K y r k o h i s t o r i c k  A r s s k r i f t ,  1926 .

192

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

193

----------------. Muhammed: The Man a n d  H i s  F a i t h .  T r a n s l a t e d  by T.
M e n z e l .  New Yo r k :  B a r n e s  and N o b l e ,  1935 .

A r b e r r y ,  A.  J .  The Kor an  I n t e r p r e t e d . O x f o r d :  Ox f o r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  fhe W o r l d ' s  C l a s s i c s ,  1983 .

a l - A s h c a r I . The T h e o l o g y  o f  a l - A s h a a r i .  T r a n s l a t e d  a n d
e d i t e d  by  R i c h a r d  J .  M c C a r t h y .  B e i r u t :  I m p r i m e n e  
c a t h o l i q u e , 1953 .

e At a  u r - R a h i m ,  Munammad. J e s u s ,  P r o p h e t  o f  I s l a m .  N o r f o l k ,  
E n g l a n d :  Di van  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 .

Awn, P e t e r  J .  S a t a n ' s  T r a g e d y  and R e d e m p t i o n : I b l i s  m  S u f i  
P s y c h o l o g y . F o r e w o r d  by  A n n e m a n e  Sc h i mme l .  S t u d i e s  
i n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  R e l i g i o n s ,  no .  44.  L e i d e n :  E.  J .  
B r i l l ,  1983 .

Ayoub , Mahmoud. "The I d e a  of  R e d e m p t i o n  m  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and  
I s l a m . "  Mormons a n d  M u s l i m s .  E d i t e d  by S p e n c e r  J .  
P a l m e r .  P r o v o ,  UT: R e l i g i o u s  S t u d i e s  C e n t e r ,  B r i g h a m  
Young U n i v e r s i t y ,  1983 ,  pp .  1 0 5 - 1 6 .

--------------- . The Q u r ' a n  a n d  I t s  I n t e r p r e t e r s .  1 v o l .  t o  d a t e .
A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  New York P r e s s ,  1 9 8 4 .

--------------- . R e d e m p t i v e  S u f f e r i n g _ m  I s l a m : A S t u d y  o f  t h e
D e v o t i o n a l  A s p e c t s  o f  c A s h u r a '  m  T w e l v e r  S h l c i s m .  
R e l i g i o n  and S o c i e t y ,  n o .  10 .  The Hague :  Mout on 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1978.

--------------- . " T o w a r d s  an I s l a m i c  C h n s t o l o g y :  An Image o f  J e s u s
m  E a r l y  ShT^T Mu s l i m L i t e r a t u r e . "  The Mu s l i m  Wo r l d  
66 ( J u l y  1 9 7 6 ) :  1 6 3 - 8 8 .

--------------- . " T o w a r d s  an I s l a m i c  C h n s t o l o g y ,  I I :  The D e a t h  o f
J e s u s ,  R e a l i t y  o r  D e l u s i o n  (A S t u d y  o f  t h e  D e a t h  of  
J e s u s  i n  T a f s i r  L i t e r a t u r e ) . "  The Mu s l i m Wor l d  70 
( A p r i l  1 9 8 0 ) :  9 1 -  121.

B a k k e r ,  D i r k .  Man i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  Ams t e r d a m:  D r u k k e r i j  
H o l l a n d  N . V . ,  1 9 6 5 .

B a l i c ,  S m a i l .  " The  Image o f  J e s u s  i n  C o n t e m p o r a r y  I s l a m i c
T h e o l o g y . "  In We B e l i e v e  m  One God,  p p .  1 - 8 .  E d i t e d  
by A n n e m a r i e  Sch i mmel  a n d  A b d o l d j a v a d  F a l a t u r i ;  
t r a n s l a t e d  by G e r a l d  B l a c z s z a k  and Ann e ma r i e  
S c h i mme l .  London:  B u r n e s  and O a t e s ,  1979 .

B a l j o n ,  J .  M. S.  Modern M u s l i m  K o r a n  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n :  1 8 8 0 -  
1 9 6 0 .  L e i d e n :  E.  J .  B r i l l ,  1 961 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

1 9 4

C B a n a n i ,  Amin,  and V r y o n i s ,  S p e r o s  J r . ,  e d s .  I n d i v i d u a l i s m  
a n d  C o n f o r m i t y  i n  C l a s s i c a l  I s l a m .  W i e s b a d e n :  Ot t o  
H a r r a s s o w i t z , 1977.

B a s e t t i - S a n i , G i u l i o .  The Ko r a n  m  t h e  L i g h t  o f  C h r i s t :  An 
E s s a y  Towards  a C h r i s t i a n  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  
S a c r e d  Book o f  I s l a m .  C h i c a g o :  F r a n s i s c a n  H e r a l d  
P r e s s ,  1977.

B a v m c k ,  J .  H. The Chur ch  B e t w e e n  Templ e  and Mos que :  A S t u d y  
o f  t he  R e l a t i o n s h i p  B e t w e e n  t h e  C h r i s t i a n  F a i t h  and  
O t h e r  Re 1l g i o n s . G r a n d  R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B. Ee r d ma n s  
P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1981 .

Ba y d a wi ,  N a s i r  a l - DTn Abu S a c i d  c Abd A l l a h  b .  c Umar b.
Muhammad a l - S h l r a z i .  Anwar  a l - T a m l l  w a - A s r a r  a l -  
T a ' w i l .  5 v o l s .  m  2 c o v e r s .  C a i r o :  Da r  a l  Ku t u b  a l -  
c A r a b i y y a  a l - K u b r a ,  1911.

B e e s t o n ,  A.  F.  L . ,  t r a n s .  B a i d a w l ' s  Comment ary  on S u r a h  12 
o f  t he  Qu r ' a n :  T e x t ,  A c c o m p a n i e d  by an I n t e r p r e t i v e  
R e n d e r i n g  and N o t e s .  London :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1963.

B e l l ,  R i c h a r d .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  C o m p l e t e l y
r e v i s e d  and e n l a r g e d  by W. Montgomery Wa t t .  I s l a m i c  
S u r v e y s ,  no.  8 .  E d i n b u r g h :  E d i n b u r g h  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s , 1977.

---------------. "Muhammad and  P r e v i o u s  M e s s e n g e r s . "  The Mu s l i m
Wor l d  24 ( O c t o b e r  1934  ) : 3 3 0 - 4 0 .

---------------- The O r i g i n  o f  I s l a m  i n  I t s  C h r i s t i a n  E n v i r o n m e n t .
The Gunni ng  L e c t u r e s ,  E d i n b u r g h  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1 9 2 5 .  
London :  Fr ank  Cas s  & C o . ,  1968.

---------------- The Q u r ' a n :  T r a n s l a t e d  w i t h  a C r i t i c a l
R e - a r r a n g e m e n t  o f  t h e  S u r a h s .  2 v o l s .  E d i n b u r g h :  
E d i n b u r g h  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1977.

---------------. "Who Were t h e  H a n i f s ? "  The N u s l i m  Wor l d  20 ( 1 9 3 0 ) :
1 2 0 - 2 4 .

B e r k o u w e r ,  G. C.  Man: The I m a g e  o f  God.  T r a n s l a t e d  by  Di r k  
W. J e l l e m a .  Gr a n d  R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B. Ee r dmans  
P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1975 .

B i g g a r ,  N i g e l ;  S c h w e i k e r ,  W i l l i a m ;  and S c o t t ,  J ami e  S . ,  e d s .  
C i t i e s  o f  Gods:  F a i t h ,  P o l i t i c s  and P l u r a l i s m  m  
J u d a i s m ,  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and I s l a m .  C o n t r i b u t i o n s  t o  t h e  
S t u d y  o f  R e l i g i o n ,  n o .  16.  New York:  Gr e enwood  P r e s s ,  
1986 .

<

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

195

B i r k e l a n d ,  H a r r i s .  "Ol d  Mu s l i m O p p o s i t i o n  A g a i n s t
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  t h e  K o r a n . "  O s l o :  I Ko mmi s j o n  Hos 
J a c o b  Dybwad,  1 9 5 5 .

B o u h d i b a ,  A b d e l w a h a b .  S e x u a l i t y  i n  I s l a m .  T r a n s l a t e d  b y  Al a n  
S h e r i d a n .  Lo ndon :  R o u t l e d g e  & Kegan P a u l ,  1 985 .

B r a v m a n n ,  M. M. The  S p i r i t u a l  B a c k g r o u n d  o f  E a r l y  I s l a m :  
S t u d i e s  i n  A n c i e n t  A r a b  C o n c e p t s .  L e i d e n :  E.  J .
B r i l l ,  1 972 .

B n n n e r ,  W i l l i a m  M. and R i c k s ,  S t e p h e n  D . ,  e d s .  S t u d i e s  i n  
I s l a m i c  a n d  J u d a i c  T r a d i t i o n s :  P a p e r s  P r e s e n t e d  a t  
t h e  I n s t i t u t e  f o r  I s l a m i c - J u d a i c  S t u d i e s .  A t l a n t a :  
S c h o l a r s  P r e s s ,  1986 .

B u r t o n ,  J o h n .  The C o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  C a m b r i d g e :  
Ca mb r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 7 ,

C a i r d ,  G. B.  The L a n g u a g e  and  I m a g e r y  o f  t h e  B i b l e , 
P h i l a d e l p h i a :  The W e s t m i n s t e r  P r e s s ,  1980 .

C a r m o d y ,  D. L.  ‘ omen a n d  Wo r l d  R e l i g i o n s .  N a s h v i l l e :  
A b i n g t o n ,  1979.

C a r s o n ,  D. A.  D i v i n e  S o v e r e i g n t y  and Human R e s p o n s i b i l i t y :  
B i b l i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e s  m  T e n s i o n .  A t l a n t a :  J o h n  Knox 
P r e s s , 1 981 .

Conn ,  H a r v i e  M, E t e r n a l  Word a n d  C h a n g i n g  W o r l d s :  T h e o l o g y ,  
A n t h r o p o l o g y , a nd  M i s s i o n  m  T n a l o g u e .  Gr a nd  R a p i d s :  
Z o n d e r v a n  P u b l i s h i n g  H o u s e ,  1 9 8 4 .

--------------- , e d .  T h e o l o g i c a l  P e r s p e c t i v e s  on Church  G r o w t h .
P h i l  1 i p s b u r g , N J : P r e s b y t e r i a n  and Re f o r me d  
P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1976 .

Cook ,  M i c h a e l .  E a r l y  M u s l i m  Dogma:  A S o u r c e - C r i t i c a l  S t u d y .  
C a m b r i d g e :  C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 1 .

C o r b i n ,  H e n r y .  C y c l i c a l  Time a n d  I s m a i l i  G n o s i s .  L o n d o n :  
Kegan  Pa u l  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  1 9 8 3 .

-------------------- g n I s l a m  i r a n i e n :  A s p e c t s  s p i r i t u e l s  e t
p h i l o s o p h i q u e s . V o l .  1:  Le  S h i ' i s m e  d u o d e c i m a i n .  
P a r i s :  E d i t i o n s  G a l l i m a r d ,  1 9 7 1 .

C r a g g ,  K e n n e t h .  The  C a l l  o f  t h e  M i n a r e t .  New Yo r k :  O x f o r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1956 .

" D i s c u s s i o n  on T a u h i d . "  S t u d i e s  i n  I s l a m  16 ( A p r i l  
1979)  : 1 2 2 - 2 6  .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

196

C ---------------- T h e  E v e n t  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n :  I s l a m  i n  i t s  S c r i p t u r e .
Lo n d o n :  Ceo r g e  A l l e n  & Unwi n,  1971,

--------------- - T h e  House o f  I s l a m . The R e l i g i o u s  L i f e  of  Man
S e r i e s ,  Be l mo n t ,  CA: D i c k e n s o n ,  1969 .

----------------. J e s u s  and  t he  M u s l i m :  An E x p l o r a t i o n .  London :
Ge o r g e  A l l e n  & Unwi n,  1 9 85 .

----------------, " T h e  Meani ng o f  Zulm m  t h e  Q u r ' S n . "  The  M u s l i m
Wor l d  49 ( j u l y  1 9 5 9 ) : 1 9 6 - 21  2 .

---------------- Th e  Mmd  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n :  C h a p t e r s  i n  R e f l e c t i o n .
Lo n d o n :  Geor ge  A l l e n  & Unwi n,  1973.

---------------- Muhammad and t h e  C h r i s t i a n : A Q u e s t i o n  o f
R e s p o n s e .  London:  D a r t o n  Longman & Todd,  1984;  
M a r y k n o l l ,  NY: O r b i s  B o o k s ,  1 9 8 4 .

--------------- - The  Pen and t h e  F a i t h :  E i g h t  Modern Mu s l i m  W r i t e r s
and t h e  Q u r ' a n .  Lo ndon :  Ge o r g e  A l l e n  & Unwi n ,  1 9 8 5 .

---------------- . The  P n v i  l e g e  o f  Man:  A Theme m  J u d a i s m ,  I s l a m ,
and C h r i s t i a n i t y .  L o n d o n :  U n i v e r s i t y  of  London ,  
A t h l o n e  P r e s s ,  196o .

--------------- . S a n d a l s  a t  t he  M o s q u e :  C h r i s t i a n  P r e s e n c e  Ami d
I s l a m .  London:  SCM P r e s s ,  1959 .

--------------- , and  R. S p e i g h t ,  M a r s t o n .  I s l a m  From W i t h i n :
A n t h o l o g y  o f  a R e l i g i o n .  Be l mo n t ,  CA: Wadswor t h 
P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1980 .

C r a i g ,  W i l l i a m  Lane .  The Kal am Cosmo l o g i c a l  Ar g u me n t .
L o n d o n :  Ma c mi l l a n  P r e s s ,  1 979 .

C r o n e ,  P a t r i c i a ,  a n d  Cook,  M i c h a e l .  H a g a r i s m :  The Mak i ng  o f  
t h e  I s l a m i c  Wor l d ,  C a m b r i d g e :  C a mb r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s ,  1977.

Dawood,  N. J .  The Kor an .  M i d d l e s e x ,  E n g l a n d :  P e n g u i n  Bo o k s ,  
1974.

De s h mu k h ,  I b r a h i m k h a n  o.  Th~ G o s p e l  a n d  I s l a m .  Bombay:
G o s p e l  L i t e r a t u r e  S e r v i c e ,  1982 .

D m ,  Muhammad.  "The C r u c i f i x i o n  m  t h e  K o r a n . "  The Mu s l i m  
Wor l d  14 ( J a n u a r y  1924)  : 2 3 - 2 9 .

E a t o n ,  C h a r l e s  Le G a i .  I s l a m  a n d  the  D e s t i n y  o f  Man.  SUNY
S e r i e s  i n  I s l a m .  A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New York 
P r e s s ,  1985

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

1 97

E l d e r ,  E.  E.  " T h e  C r u c i f i x i o n  i n  t h e  K o r a n . "  The Mu s l i m  
W o r l d  13 ( J u l y  1923 ) : 2 4 2 - 5 8  .

E n c y c l o p a e d i a  B r i t a n n i c a ,  1 5 t h  e d .  S . v .  " I s l a m i c  T h e o l o g y , "  
by  F a z l u r  Rahman.

The  E n c y c l o p a e d i a  o f  I s l a m , 2d e d .  L e i d e n :  E .  J .  B r i l l ,  
I 9 6 0 - .  A r t i c l e s  c i t e d  i n  n o t e s .

The  E n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  R e l i g i o n ,  1987 ed .  S . v .  " Supr e me  
B e i n g s , "  by La wr e n c e  E.  S u l l i v a n .

E n g e l b r e c h t ,  L u t h e r ,  and Ha hn ,  E r n e s t .  " J e s u s  as  t h e  Son o f  
G o d . "  A v a i l a b l e  f r om t h e  a u t h o r s :  c / o  3081 G r e n v i l l e  
D r i v e ,  M i s s i s s a u g a ,  O n t .  L5A 2 P 6 . N . d .  ( P h o t o -  
m e c h a n i c a l l y  r e p r o d u c e d . )

F i n d l y ,  E l l i s o n  Ba n k s ,  and Ha d d a d ,  Yvonne Y a z b e c k ,  e d s .
Women,  R e l i g i o n ,  a nd  S o c i a l  Change ,  A l b a n y :  S t a t e
U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New Yor k  Pres<J ,  1 9 8 5 .

F o r s y t h ,  P .  T.  The C r u c i a l i t y  o f  t h e  C r o s s .  London:  
I n d e p e n d e n t  P r e s s ,  1909 .

F r a m e ,  J o h n  M. The D o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  Know l e d g e  o f  God:  A
T h e o l o g y  o f  L o r d s h i p .  P h i l l i p s b u r g , NJ :  P r e s b y t e r i a n  
a n d  Re f o r me d  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 8 7 .

F r y ,  C. G e o r g e ,  and Ki n g ,  J ames  R.  I s l a m :  A S u r v e y  o f  t h e
M u s l i m  F a i t h .  R e v i s e d  e d .  Gr a nd  R a p i d s :  B a k e r  Book 
H o u s e ,  1982 .

G a t j e ,  H e l m u t .  The Q u r ' a n  a n d  I t s  E x e g e s i s :  S e l e c t e d  T e x t s
w i t h  C l a s s i c a l  and Modern  M u s l i m  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n s .
T r a n s l a t e d  a n d  e d i t e d  by A l f o r d  T.  We l c h .  London:  
R o u t l e d g e  & Kegan P a u l ,  1 9 7 6 .

G e a g e a ,  N i l o .  Mar y  o f  t he  K o r a n :  A M e e t i n g  P o i n t  B e t w e e n  
C h r i s t i a n i t y  and I s l a m .  T r a n s l a t e d  a n d  e d i t e d  by 
L a w r e n c e  T. F a r e s .  New Y o r k :  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  L i b r a i y ,  
1 9 8 4 .

G i b b ,  H.  A.  R. S t u d i e s  on t h e  C i v i l i z a t i o n  o f  I s l a m .  E d i t e d
by  W i l l i a m  R. Po l k  a n d  S t a n f o r d  J .  Shaw.  B o s t o n :
B e a c o n  P r e s s ,  1962.

----------------. Mohammedani sm:  An H i s t o r i c a l  S u r v e y .  2d e d .
Lo n d o n :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1962 .

G o l d z i h e r ,  I g n a z .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  t o  I s l a m i c  T h e o l o g y  a n d  Law.  
T r a n s l a t e d  by An d r a s  and R u t h  H a m o r i .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  
a n d  a d d i t i o n a l  n o t e s  by B e r n a r d  L e w i s .  P r i n c e t o n :  
P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 981 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

1 9 8

Mus l i m S t u d i e s .  2 v o l s .  T r a n s l a t e d  by C.  R. Ba r b e r  
and S.  M. S t e r n .  London :  Geor ge  A l l e n  & Unwi n,  196 7— 
71 .

Gr aham,  Wi l l i a m A.  D i v i n e  Word and P r o p h e t  i c  Word i n  E a r l y
I s l a m :  A R e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u r c e s ,  w i t h  S p e c i a l  
R e f e r e n c e  t o  t he  D i v i n e  S a y i n g  or  H a d i t h  QudsT.  
R e l i g i o n  a n d  S o c i e t y ,  n o .  7. The Ha g u e :  Mout on  & Co . ,  
1 9 7 7 .

Ha d d a d ,  Yvonne Ya z b e c k  a n d  S m i t h ,  J a n e  I d l e m a n .  The I s l a m i c  
U n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  Dea t h  and R e s u r r e c t i o n .  A l b a n y :
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New York P r e s s ,  1981.

Hahn,  E r n e s t .  " C h r i s t i a n i t y ,  I s l a m and t h e  M i s s i o n  of  t he  
C h u r c h . "  S t .  Enoch P r e s b y t e r i a n  C h u r c h ,  H a m i l t o n ,
Ont .  L e c t u r e ,  May 21,  1987.

"The F a l l  of t h e  Human Race A c c o r d i n g  t o  I s l a m i c  
S o u r c e s . "  A v a i l a b l e  f r o m the a u t h o r :  3081 G r e n v i l l e  
D n v s  M i s s i s s a u g a ,  O n t .  L5A 2P6.  N . d .  ( P h o t o -  
m e c h a n i c a l l y  r e p r o d u c e d . )

J e s u s  m  I s l a m :  A C h r i s t i a n  Vi ew.  R e v i s e d  e d .  
Hy d e r a b a d ,  I n d i a :  Henr y  Mar t yn  I n s t i t u t e  o f  I s l a m i c  
S t u d i e s , 1 9 8 7 .

"The  R e s p o n s e  o f  N a t i o n s  t o  T h e i r  P r o p h e t s  
Ac c o r d i n g  t o  t he  Q u r ' a n . "  R e v i s e d .  A v a i l a b l e  f r o m t he  
a u t h o r :  3081 G r e n v i l l e  Dr i v e ,  M i s s i s s a u g a ,  Ont .
L5A 2P6.  N . d .  ( P h o t o - m e c h a n i c a l l y  r e p r o d u c e d . )

" S i r  S a y y i d  Ahmad K h a n ' s  The C o n t : o v e r s y  o v e r  
A b r o g a t i o n  ( m  t h e  Q u r ’a n ): An A n n o t a t e d  
T r a n s l a t i o n . "  The Mu s l i m  World  64 ( A p r i l  1974)  : 124- 
33 .

H e n n i n g e r ,  J o s e p h .  " P r e - I s l a m i c  Bedou i n  R e l i g i o n . "  In
S t u d i e s  on I s l a m , pp.  3 - 2 2 .  T r a n s l a t e d  a n d  e d i t e d  by 
M e r l i n  L. S w a r t z .  New York:  Ox f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  
1981 .

a l - H i l l T ,  Hasan  b .  Yusuf  b.  CA1I  i b n u ' 1 - M u t a h h a r . a l - B a b u  
' 1 - HadT cA s h a r : A Trea t  l s e  on t h e  P r i n c i p l e s  o f  
S h i ai t e  T h e o l o g y . Wi th comment a r y  by M i q d a d - i - F a d i 1 
a l - H i l l T .  T r a n s l a t e d  by Wi l l i a m M. M i l l e r .  London:  
Luzac & C o . ,  f o r  The Roy a l  A s i a t i c  S o c i e t y  of  G r e a t  
B r i t a i n  and I r e l a n d ,  1958 .

C
Ho d g s o n ,  M a r s h a l l  G.  S.  The V e n t u r e  o f  I s l a m .  3 v o l s .  

Ch i c a g o :  U n i v e r s i t y  of  Ch i c a go  P r e s s ,  1974 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

1 9 9

 ----- — "A C o m p a r i s o n  o f  I s l a m  and C h r i s t i a n i t y  a s
F r a m e w o r k s  f o r  R e l i g i o u s  L i f e . "  N . d .  ( P h o t o -  
m e c h a n i c a l l y  r e p r o d u c e d . )

H o v a n n i s i a n ,  R i c h a r d  G . ,  a n d  V r y o n i s ,  S p e r o s ,  J r . ,  e d s .
I s l a m ' s  U n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  I t s e l f .  M a l i b u ,  CA: Un de na  
P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1983.

H u s a y n ,  Muhammad K a m i l .  C i t y  o f  Wrong:  A F r i d a y  m
J e r u s a l e m .  T r a n s l a t e d  by K e n n e t h  C r a g g .  Ams t e r d a m:  
D j a m b a t a n  N. V . ,  1 9 5 9 ;  New Yor k:  S e a b u r y  P r e s s ,  1 9 6 6 .

I b n  I s h a q .  The L i f e  o f  Muhammad . T r a n s l a t e d  by  A. G u i l l a u m e .  
Lo n d o n :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1955 .

I z u t s u ,  T o s h i h i k o .  Th e  C o n c e p t  o f  B e l i e f _ i n  I s l a m i c
T h e o l o g y : A S e m a n t i c  A n a l y s i s  o f  Iman a n d  I s l a m .  
S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  H u m a n i t i e s  and S o c i a l  R e l a t i o n s ,  n o .
6 .  Tokyo:  Ke i o  I n s t i t u t e  o f  C u l t u r a l  a n d  L i n g u i s t i c  
S t u d i e s , 1965 .

--------------- . E t h i c o - R e l i g i o u s  C o n c e p t s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  M o n t r e a l :
M c G i l l  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1966 .

--------------- . God a n d  Man i n  t h e  K o r a n :  S e m a n t i c s  o f  t h e  K o r a n i c
W e l t a n s c h a u u n g .  To k y o :  The Keio I n s t i t u t e  o f  C u l t u r a l  
a n d  L i n g u i s t i c  S t u d i e s ,  1 9 6 4 .

J a f r i ,  S .  H. M. The O r i g i n s  and E a r l y  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  S h i c a 
I s l a m .  L o n d o n :  Longman ,  1 9 7 9 ;  B e i r u t :  L i b r a i r i e  du 
L i b a n ,  1 9 79 .

J e f f e r y ,  A r t h u r .  The F o r e i g n  V o c a b u l a r y  o f  t h e  Qu r a n .
B a r o d a :  O r i e n t a l  I n s t i t u t e ,  1938 .

--------------- . M a t e r i a l s  f o r  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  T e x t  o f  t h e
Q u r ' a n :  The O l d  C o d i c e s .  L e i d e n :  E.  J .  B r i l l ,  1 9 3 7 .

--------------- - The Q u r ’an a s  S c r i p t u r e .  New Yor k :  R.  F. Moore
Co . , 195 2 .

--------------- - ed .  A R e a d e r  on I s l a m :  P a s s a g e s  f r o m  S t a n d a r d
A r a b i c  W r i t i n g s  1 1 l u s t  r a t i v e  o f  t h e  B e l i e f s  a n d  
P r a c t i c e s  o f  M u s l i m s .  ' s - G r a v e n h a g e , T h e  N e t h e r l a n d s :  
Mou t on  & C o . , 1 962.

J e r e m i a s ,  J o a c h i m .  Th e  C e n t r a l  Me s s a g e  o f  t h e  New T e s t a m e n t , 
New Yor k :  C h a r l e s  S c r i b n e r ' s  S o n s ,  1 9 6 5 .

J o m i e r ,  J a c q u e s .  The B i b l e  a n d  t h e  Ko r a n .  T r a n s l a t e d  by
Edwar d  P .  A r b e z .  New Yor k :  D e s c l e e  C o . ,  1964 .

 , -------- , J e s u s :  The L i f e  o f  t h e  M e s s i a h .  ( T r a n s l a t i o n  of
J e s u s  l a  v i e  d u  M e s s i e , P a n s ,  1 9 6 6 . )  T r a n s l a t o r  n o t

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

g i v e n .  P r e f a c e  by Ke n n e t h  Cr a g g .  Ma d r a s :  C h r i s t i a n  
L i t e r a t u r e  S e r v i c e ,  1974.

J u y n b o l l ,  G. H. A. Mu s l i m T r a d i t i o n :  S t u d i e s  an C h r o n o l o g y ,  
P r o v e n a n c e  a n d  A u t h o r s h i p  o f  E a r l y  H a d i t h .  Ca mbr i dge :  
Ca mbr i dge  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1983.

--------------- , ed.  S t u d i e s  on t h e  F i r s t  C e n t u r y  o f  I s l a m i c
S o c i e t y .  C a r b o n d a l e ,  IL:  S o u t h e r n  I l l i n o i s  U n i v e r s i t y  
P r e s s , 1 9 8 2 .

K a t e r e g g a ,  Badr u D. ,  and S h e n k ,  Davi d  W. I s l a m  and
C h r i s t i a n i t y : A Mus l i m and  a C h r i s t i a n  i n  D i a l o g u e . 
Gr and  R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B. Eerdmans  P u b l i s h i n g  Co . ,
1981 .

K h a l i f a ,  Mohammad. The S u b l i m e  Qu r ' a n  and  O r i e n t a l i s m .  
London:  Longman,  1983.

Khan,  S i r  Mohammad Yami n.  C h r i s t  and Mary  i n  t h e  " Q u r a n . "  
L a h o r e :  Di n Muhammadi  P r e s s ,  n . d .

K h a t i b ,  M. M. The B o u n t e o u s  Kor a n :  A T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  Meani ng  
a n d  Comment ary .  London:  Ma c mi l l a n  P r e s s ,  1986.

K i s t e r ,  M. J .  S t u d i e s  m  J a h i l i y y a  and E a r l y  I s l a m .  London:  
Va r i o r u m R e p r i n t s ,  1980.

K l i n e ,  M e r e d i t h  G. The S t r u c t u r e  o f  B i b l i c a l  A u t h o r i t y .  2d 
e d . ,  r e v i s e d .  Grand R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B. Ee r d ma n s ,
1975 .

K r i t z e c k ,  J ames .  Sons  o f  Abr aham:  Jews ,  C h r i s t i a n s  and  
Mos l e ms .  B a l t i m o r e :  H e l i c o n  P r e s s ,  1965.

Lammens,  H e n r i .  I s l a m :  B e l i e f s  and  I n s t i t u t i o n s . T r a n s l a t e d  
by S i r  E.  D e n i s o n  R o s s .  London:  F r a n k  C a s s  & C o . ,  
1929

Laws on ,  Be n j a mi n  T.  " T h e  C r u c i f i x i o n  of  J e s u s  m  t h e  Q u r ' a  
a n d  Q u r a n i c  Comment a r y :  An H i s t o r i c a l  S u r v e y . "  M.A.  
t h e s i s ,  McGi l l  U n i v e r s i t y ,  1980.

L e w i s ,  B e r n a r d .  The J e w s  o f  I s l a m .  P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1984 .

M c A u l i f f e ,  J ane  D. "The  Wines  o f  E a r t h  and P a r a d i s e :  Q u r a n i c  
P r o s c r i p t i o n s  a n d  P r o m i s e s . "  In Logos  I s l a m i k o s : 
S t u d i a  I s l a m i c a  i n  Honorem G e o r g i i  M i c h a e l i s  W i c k e n s .  
E d i t e d  by Roge r  M. S a v o r y  and  D i o n i s i u s  A.  A g i u s .  
P a p e r s  i n  M e d i a e v a l  S t u d i e s ,  no.  6 .  T o r o n t o :  
P o n t i f i c a l  I n s t i t u t e  o f  Me d i a e v a l  S t u d i e s ,  1984,  pp .  
1 5 9 - 7 4 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

201

** Ma c D o n a l d ,  Duncan  B l a c k .  The  R e l i g i o u s  L i f e  a n d  A t t i t u d e  i n
I s l a m .  C h i c a g o :  U n i v e r s i t y  of  C h i c a g o  P r e s s ,  1909;  
r e p r i n t  e d . .  New Yo r k :  AMS P r e s s ,  1970.

McLean,  W. P a u l .  " J e s u s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' S n  a n d  H a d i t h  L i t e r a t u r e  
H i s  R o l e s  i n  t h e  E s c h a t o l o g y  o f  E a r l y  I s l a m . "  M c G i l l  
U n i v e r s i t y ,  M. A.  T h e s i s ,  1 970 .

M a l i k ,  C h a r l e s ,  e d .  God and Man i n  C o n t e m p o r a r y  I s l a m i c
T h o u g h t :  P r o c e e d i n g s  o f  t h e  P h i l o s o p h y  S y mp o s i u m H e l d  
a t  t he  A m e r i c a n  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  B e i r u t ,  F e b r u a r y  6 - 1 0 ,  
1 9 6 7 .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  by  C h a r l e s  M a l i k .  B e i r u t :  A m e r i c a n  
U n i v e r s i t y  of  B e i r u t  C e n t e n n i a l  P u b l i c a t i o n s ,  1 972 .

M a r t i n ,  R i c h a r d  C.  " U n d e r s t a n d i n g  t h e  Q u r ' a n  i n  T e x t  and
C o n t e x t . "  H i s t o r y  o f  R e l i g i o n s  21 (May 1 9 8 2 ) :  3 6 1 - 8 4  .

M i l l e r ,  W i l l i a m  M. A C h r i s t i a n ' s  R e s p o n s e  t o  I s l a m .  
P h i l l i p s b u r g ,  NJ :  P r e s b y t e r i a n  a n d  Re f o r me d  
P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 976 ;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  Wh e a t o n ,  I L:  
T y n d a l e  Ho u s e ,  1980.

Mo r e we d g e ,  P a r v i z .  I s l a m i c  P h i l o s o p h i c a l  T h e o l o g y .  A l b a n y :  
S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  of  New Yor k  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 9 .

M o r r i s ,  L e o n .  The  G o s p e l  A c c o r d i n g  t o  J o h n .  Gr a n d  R a p i d s :  
W i l l i a m  B.  Ee r d ma n s  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 7 1 .

M u i r ,  S i r  W i l l i a m .  The  L i f e  o f  Mohammed. R e v i s e d  e d .  
E d i n b u r g h :  J o h n  G r a n t ,  1 9 1 2 .

M u r r a y ,  J o h n .  The C o v e n a n t  o f  G r a c e :  A B i b l i c o - T h e o l o g i c i 1 
S t u d y .  London :  T y n d a l e  P r e s s ,  1 9 53 .

---------------. R e d e m p t i o n  A c c o m p l i s h e d  and A p p l i e d .  Gr and  R a p i d s :
W i l l i a m  B. Ee r dma ns  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1 9 8 2 .

M u t a h h a r i ,  M u t a z a .  F u n d a m e n t a l s  o f  I s l a m i c  T h o u g h t :  God,  Man 
a n d  t he  U n i v e r s e .  B e r k e l e y :  Mi zan  P r e s s ,  1985.

N a z i r - A l i ,  M i c h a e l .  I s l a m :  A C h r i s t i a n  P e r s p e c t i v e .  E x e t e r ,  
E n g l a n d :  P a t e r n o s t e r  P r e s s ,  1983.

The New B i b l e  D i c t i o n a r y .  1967 e d . ,  s . v .  " S i n , "  by J o h n  
M u r r a y .

N i c h o l s o n ,  R. A.  A L i t e r a r y  H i s t o r y  o f  t h e  A r a b s .  C a m b r i d g e :  
C a m b r i d g e  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1953.

N o l i n ,  K e n n e t h  E.  "The  S t o r y  o f  Adam. "  The  M u s l i m  Wor l d  54 
( J a n u a r y  1 9 6 4 ) : 4 - 1 3 .  An a n n o t a t e d  t r a n s l a t i o n  o f  
Muhammad Kami l  H u s a y n ' s  a r t i c l e  by t h e  same t i t l e .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

202

Orrasby,  E r i c  L. T h e o d i c y  i n  I s l a m i c  T h o u g h t :  The D i s p u t e  
o v e r  a l - G h a z a l i f s  " B e s t  o f  A l l  P o s s i b l e  W o r l d s . "  
P r i n c e t o n :  P r i n c e t o n  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 4 .

0 '  S h a u g h n e s s y , Thomas .  C r e a t n n  and t h e  T e a c h i n g  o f  t h e
Q u r ' a n .  B i b l i c a  e t  O n e n t a l i a ,  no.  4 0 .  Rome:  B i b l i c a l  
I n s t i t u t e  P r e s s ,  1985.

The  D e v e l o p m e n t  o f  t h e  Me a n i n g  o f  S p i r i t  i n  t h e  
K o r a n .  O n e n t a l i a  C h r i s t i a n a  A n a l e c t a ,  n o .  139.  Rome: 
P o n t .  I n s t i t u t u m  O n e n t a l i u m  S t u d i o r u m ,  1 95 3.

---------------. The  K o r a n i c  C o n c e p t  o f  t h e  Word o f  God.  Rome:
P o n t .  I n s t i t u t u m  O n e n t a l i u m  S t u d i o r u m ,  1 948 .

P a r r i n d e r ,  G e o f f r e y .  J e s u s  m  t h e  Q u r ’an.  Lo n d o n :  F a b e r  & 
F a b e r ,  1965.

P e t e r s ,  F r a n c i s  E. A l l a h ' s  Commonwe a l t h .  New Yo r k :  Simon & 
S c h u s  t  e r , 1 9 7 3.

P i c k t h a l l ,  Mohammed Mar maduke .  The Me a n i n g  o f  t h e  G l o r i o u s  
K o r a n .  New Yor k :  Me n t o r  Bo o k s ,  New A m e r i c a n  L i b r a r y ,  
n . d .

P o y t h r e s s ,  Ve r n  S h e r i d a n .  S y mp h o n i c  T h e o l o g y : The V a l i d i t y  
o f  M u l t i p l e  P e r s p e c t i v e s  m  T h e o l o g y . Gr a nd  R a p i d s :  
Z o n d e r v a n  P u b l i s h i n g  Ho u s e ,  1 987 .

Quasem,  Muhammad A b u l .  S a l v a t i o n  o f  t h e  S o u l  and I s l a m i c
D e v o t i o n s . K u a l a  Lumpur :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  Ma l a y a  P r e s s ,
1 979 .

R a h b a r ,  D a u d . God o f  J u s t i c e :  A S t u d y  i n  t h e  E t h i c a l
D o c t r i n e  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  L e i d e n :  E. J .  B r i l l ,  1960.

Rahman ,  F a z l u r .  I s l a m .  2d ed .  C h i c a g o :  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  C h i c a g o  
P r e s s  , 1979 .

--------------- . M a j o r  Themes  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  M i n n e a p o l i s :
B i b l i o t h e c a  I s l a m i c a ,  1980 .

RMi sMnen,  H e i k k i .  "The  P o r t r a i t  o f  J e s u s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n :
R e f l e c t i o n s  o f  a B i b l i c a l  S c h o l a r . "  The M u s l i m  Wor l d  
70 ( A p r i l  1 9 8 0 ) : 1 2 2 - 3 3 .

R e i m e r ,  M i c h a e l .  " J e s u s  i n  t h e  Q u r ' a n . "  1 983 .  ( T y p e w r i t t e n . )

R i c o e u r ,  P a u l .  The S y m b o l i s m  o f  E v i l .  T r a n s l a t e d  by Emerson 
B u c h a n a n .  New Yo r k :  H a r p e r  and  Row, P u b l i s h e r s ,  1967.

R i d d e r b o s ,  He r man .  The Comi ng  o f  t h e  Ki ngdom.  T r a n s l a t e d  by
H. de J o n g s t e ;  e d i t e d  by Raymond 0.  Z o r n .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

2 0 3

^  P h i l a d e l p h i a :  P r e s b y t e r i a n  and Re f o r me d  P u b l i s h i n g
C o . ,  1 9 6 2 .

R o b s o n ,  J .  C h r i s t  i n  I s l a m .  Lo n d o n :  J o h n  M u r r a y ,  1 9 2 9 .

----------------  "Muhammadan T e a c h i n g s  Abou t  J e s u s . "  The M u s l i m
Wo r l d  29 ( J a n u a r y  1 9 3 9 ) : 3 7 - 5 4 .

R o d w e l l ,  J .  M. The K o r a n .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  by G. Margo 11o u t h .
Lo n d o n :  J .  M. Dent  & S o n s ,  E v e r y m a n ' s  L i b r a r y ,  1979 .

R u t h v e n ,  M a t i s e .  I s l a m  m  t h e  Wo r l d .  New Yor k :  O x f o r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 4 .

S a h a s ,  D a n i e l  J .  J ohn o f  Damascus  on I s l a m :  The " H e r e s y  o f  
t h e  I s h m a e l i t e s . "  L e i d e n :  E,  J .  B r i l l ,  1972.

S a l e ,  G e o r g e .  The  K o r a n :  T r a n s l a t e d  i n t o  E n g l i s h  f r o m  t h e
O r i g i n a l  A r a b i c  w i t h  E x p l a n a t o r y  N o t e s  f r om t h e  Mos t  
A p p r o v e d  C o m m e n t a t o r s . I n t r o d u c t i o n  by S i r  Edwar d  
D e n i s o n  R o s s .  L o n d o n :  F r e d e r i c k  Warne P u b l i s h e r s ,  
n . d .

S a m a r t h a ,  S.  J .  and T a y l o r ,  J .  B. C h r i s t l a n - M u s 1lm D i a l o g u e :  
P a p e r s  p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  Br oumana C o n s u l t a t i o n ,  1 2 - 1 8  
J u l y  1 9 7 2 .  Ge n e v a :  Wor l d  C o u n c i l  of  C h u r c h e s ,  1973.

S c h a c h t ,  J .  The O r i g i n s  o f  Muhammadan J u r i s p r u d e n c e . O x f o r d :  
C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1 9 5 0 .

S c h e d l ,  C l a u s .  Muhammad und J e s u s :  Di e  C h r i s t o l o g i s c h e
R e l e v e n t e n  T e x t e  d e s  K o r a n s .  V i e n n a :  H e r d e r  & Co . ,
19 78 .

S e a l e ,  M o r r i s  S .  Mu s l i m  T h e o l o g y : A S t u d y  o f  O r i g i n s  w i t h
R e f e r e n c e  to t h e  Ch u r c h  F a t h e r s .  London:  Lu z a c  6> C o . ,  
1964 .

--------------- . Q u r ' a n  and B i b l e : S t u d i e s  i n  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  and
D i a l o g u e .  Lo n d o n :  Croom Hel m,  1 9 7 8 .

S h e h a d i ,  F a d l o u  A l b e r t .  G h a z a l i ' s  Un i q u e  Unk no wa b l e  God: A 
P h i l o s o p h i c a l  C r i t i c a l  A n a l y s i s  o f  Some P r o b l e m s  
R a i s e d  b y  G h a z a l i  ' s  V i e w  o f  God a s  U t t e r l y  Un i q u e  and  
U n k n o w a b l e .  L e i d e n :  E.  J .  B r i l l ,  1964.

S h o r t e r  E n c y c l o p a e d i a  o f  I s l a m .  E d i t e d  by H. A.  R. Gi bb  and  
J .  H. K r a m e r s .  L e i d e n :  E. J .  B r i l l ,  1 9 5 3 .  A r t i c l e s  
c i t e d  i n  n o t e s .

S m i t h ,  J a n e  I d l e m a n .  An H i s t o r i c a l  and  S e m a n t i c  S t u d y  o f  t h e  
Term " I s l a m "  a s  S e e n  i n  a S e q u e n c e  o f  Q u r ' a n  
C o m m e n t a r i e s .  M i s s o u l a ,  MT: S c h o l a r s  P r e s s ,  1 9 7 5 .

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

2 0 4

  — " I s l a m . "  I n  Women i n  Wo r l d  R e l i g i o n s , pp .  2 3 5 - 5 0 .
E d i t e d  by  A r v i n d  S h a r ma .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  by  K a t h e r i n e  K. 
Young .  Mc G i l l  S t u d i e s  i n  t h e  H i s t o r y  o f  R e l i g i o n s .  
A l b a n y :  S t a t e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  New York P r e s s ,  1987.

S m i t h ,  W i l f r e d  C a n t w e l l .  T h e  Mean i ng  a n d  End o f  R e l i g i o n :  A 
Mew Ap p r o a c h  t o  t h e  R e l i g i o u s  T r a d i t i o n s  o f  M a n k i n d .  
New Y o r k :  M a c m i l l a n  C o . ,  1 963 .

  -------. On U n d e r s t a n d i n g  I s l a m :  S e l e c t e d  S t u d i e s .  R e l i g i o n
a n d  R e a s o n  S e r i e s ,  n o .  19.  The Hague :  Mout on 
P u b l i s h e r s ,  1 9 8 1 .

S p e n c e r ,  H.  I s l a m  and  t h e  G o s p e l  o f  God:  A C o m p a r i s o n  o f  t h e  
C e n t r a l  D o c t r i n e s  o f  C h r i s t i a n i t y  and I s l a m .  D e l h i :
I . S . P . C . K . ,  1 9 5 6 .

S t a n t o n ,  H.  U. W e i t b r e c h t .  The T e a c h i n g  o f  t h e  Q u r ' a n .  New 
Yo r k :  M a c m i l l a n  C o . ,  1919.

S t o t t ,  J o h n  R. W. The C r o s s  o f  C h r i s t .  Downer s  G r o v e ,  IL:  
I n t e r V a r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1986.

S we e t ma n ,  J .  W. I s l a m  and C h r i s t i a n  T h e o l o g y :  A S t u d y  o f  t h e  
I n t e r p r e t a t i o n  o f  T h e o l o g i c a l  I d e a s  i n  t h e  Two 
R e l i g i o n s . 2 p a r t s  w i t h  2 v o l s .  i n  e a c h .  London :  
L u t t e r w o r t h  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 5 - 6 7 .

a l - T a b a r i ,  Abu J a “ f a r  Muhammad b .  J a r i r .  J a m i c a l - B a y a n  f i  
T a f s T r  a l - Q u r ' a n  w a - b i  Ha mi s h i h  T a f s i r  G h a r a ' i b .  28 
v o l s .  C a i r o :  a l - M a t b a ° a t  a l - K u b r a  a l - A m i r i y y a ,  19 2 3 — 
2 9 .

 --------- - .  The Co mme n t a r y  on t h e  Q u r ' a n :  Be i n g  an A b r i d g e d
T r a n s l a t i o n  o f  " J a m i c a l - B a y a n  c an T a ' w T l  ay  a l -  
Q u r ' a n .  1 v o l .  t o  d a t e .  T r a n s l a t e d  by J .  C o o p e r .  
I n t r o d u c t i o n  a n d  n o t e s  by J .  C o o p e r .  O x f o r d :  O x f o r d  
U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 8 7 .

T i n g l e ,  Do n a l d  S .  I s l a m  and C h n s t i a m z y . Downer s  G r o v e ,  I L :  
I n t e r V a r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1Q85.

T o r r e y ,  C.  C. The  J e w i s h  F o u n d a t i o n  o f  I s l a m .  I n t r o d u c t i o n  
by F r a n z  R o s e n t h a l .  New Yor k :  K t a v  P u b l i s h i n g  Hous e ,  
1933 .

T r i m i n g h a m ,  J .  S .  C h r i s t i a n i t y  Among t h e  A r a b s  i n  P r e -  
I s l a m i c  T i me s .  L o n d o n :  Longman,  1979 ;  B e i r u t :  
L i b r a i r i e  du L i b a n ,  1979 .

T r i t t o n ,  A.  S.  Mu s l i m  T h e o l o g y .  London :  Luzac  & Co,  1947.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

205

T w e n t i e t h  C e n t u r y  E n c y c l o p e d i a  o f  R e l i g i o u s  K n o w l e d g e . Gr and  
R a p i d s :  B a k e r  Book H o u s e ,  1 9 5 5 .  S . v .  " C o v e n a n t  
T h e o l o g y , "  by C o r n e l i u s  Van T i l .

Van T i l ,  C o r n e l i u s .  The D e f e n s e  o f  t h e  F a i t h .  3d e d . ,  r e v .  
Phi  1 1 i p s b u r g , N J : P r e s b y t e r i a n  and Re f o r me d  
P u b l i s h i n g  Co . ,  1967 .

von G r u n e b a u m,  G. E. " I s l a m :  E x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h e  Ho l y  a n d
Co n c e p t  o f  Man. "  S t u d i a  I s l a m i c a  X X X I - X X X I I .  E d i t e d  
by W i l f e r d  Ma d e l u n g .  C h i c a g o :  V a r i o r u m  R e p r i n t s ,
1976 , XXXII : 1- 39.

--------------- . " O b s e r v a t i o n s  on t h e  Mus l i m C o n c e p t  o f  E v i l . "
S t u d i a  I s l a m i c a  X X X I - X X X I I . E d i t e d  by W i l f e r d  
Ma d e l u n g .  C h i c a g o :  V a r i o r u m  R e p r i n t s ,  1 976 ,
XXXI : 1 1 7 - 3 4 .

Vos ,  G e e r h a r d u s .  B i b l i c a l  T h e o l o g y :  Ol d  a n d  New T e s t a m e n t s .  
E d i t e d  by J o h a n n e s  Vos .  Gr and R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B.  
Ee r d ma n s  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1948 .

Waddy,  C h a n s .  The  Mu s l i m Mi n d .  London :  Longman,  1 976 .

Wal dman,  M a r i l y n  R o b i n s o n .  "New A p p r o a c h e s  to ' B i b l i c a l '  
M a t e r i a l s  m  t h e  Q u r ' a n . "  The M u s l i m  Wor l d  75 
( J a n u a r y  1 9 8 5 ) : 1 —16.

W a l k e r ,  J .  B i b l e  C h a r a c t e r s  m  t he  Ko r a n .  P a i s l e y ,  S c o t l a n d :  
A l e x a n d e r  G a r d n e r ,  1 9 3 1 .

Wa n s b r o u g h ,  J o h n .  Q u r a n i c  S t u d i e s :  S o u r c e s  and M e t h o d s  o f  
S c r i p t u r a l  I n t e r p r e t a t i o n .  London  O r i e n t a l  S e r i e s ,  
v o l .  3 1 .  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1977.

Wa t t ,  W. Mo n t g o me r y .  "The  C h r i s t i a n i t y  C r i t i c i z e d  m  t h e  
Q u r ' a n . "  The  M u s l i m  Wo r l d  57 ( J u l y  1 967 ) : 1 9 7 - 2 0  1 .

--------------- . The  F o r m a t i v e  P e r i o d  o f  I s l a m i c  T h o u g h t .
E d i n b u r g h :  E d i n b u r g h  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 9 4 9 .

--------------- . F r e e  W i l l  and P r e d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  E a r l y  I s l a m .
London :  Ln z a c  & C o . ,  1 9 4 8 .

--------------- - " H i s  Name i s  Ahmad. "  The M u s l i m  World  43 ( A p r i l
1 95 3 ) :  1 1 0 -  1 7 .

--------------- - I s l a m  a n d  C h r i s t i a n i t y  Today :  A C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o
D i a l o g u e .  F o r e w o r d  by H i s  E x c e l l e n c y  Sha ykh  Ahmad 
Za k i  Y a m a m .  London :  R o u t l e d g e  & Kegan P a u l ,  1 9 8 3 .

---------------- Muhammad at  Mecca .  O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1953.

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.



www.manaraa.com

f
2 0 6

Muhammad a t  Me d i n a .  O x f o r d :  C l a r e n d o n  P r e s s ,  1956.

---------------- . What  i s  I s l a m ?  Arab B a c k g r o u n d  S e r i e s  ( London
Longmans  Gr e e n  & C o . ,  1 9 6 8 ;  B e i r u t :  L i b r a i n e  du 
L i b a n ,  1 968 .

W e n s m c k ,  A r e n t  J a n .  A Ha n d b o o k  o f  E a r l y  Muhammadan  
T r a d i t i o n .  L e i d e n :  E. J .  B r i l l ,  1 9 60 .

--------------- . The Mu s l i m  C r e e d :  I t s  G e n e s i s  a n d  H i s t o r i c a l
D e v e l o p m e n t . O x f o r d :  O x f o r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1 932 .

Wh e r r y ,  E. M. ,  e d .  A C o m p r e h e n s i v e  Co mme n t a r y  on t h e  Quran:  
C o m p r i s i n g  S a l e ' s  T r a n s l a t i o n  and  P r e l i m i n a r y  
D i s c o u r s e ,  w i t h  A d d i t i o n a l  N o t e s  a n d  E m m e n d a t i o n s . 4 
v o l s .  N . p . :  1896;  r e p r i n t  e d . ,  O s n a b r u c k ,  West
Ger many:  O t t o  Z e l l e r  V e r l a g ,  1973 .

Wi s mer ,  Don.  The I s l a m i c  J e s u s :  An A n n o t a t e d  B i b l i o g r a p h y .
G a r l a n d  R e f e r e n c e  L i b r a r y  of  t h e  H u m a n i t i e s ,  n o .  58.  
New Yo r k :  G a r l a n d  P u b l i s h i n g ,  1977.

W o l f s o n ,  H a r r y  A. The P h i l o s o p h y  o f  t h e  Ka l am.  C a m b r i d g e :  
H a r v a r d  U n i v e r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1976.

W r i g h t ,  N. T.  The E p i s t l e s  o f  P a u l  t o  t h e  C o l o s s i a n s  a n d  to 
P h i l e m o n :  An I n t r o d u c t i o n  and C o m me n t a r y . T y n d a l e  New 
T e s t a m e n t  C o m m e n t a r i e s .  L e i c e s t e r ,  E n g l a n d :  I n t e r ­
V a r s i t y  P r e s s ,  1986 ;  Gr a n d  R a p i d s :  W i l l i a m  B.
Ee r d ma n s  P u b l i s h i n g  C o . ,  1986,

Z a e h n e r ,  H. C. The Compar i s on  o f  R e l i g i o n s . ( F o r m e r l y
p u b l i s h e d  u n d e r  t h e  t i t l e  At  S u n d r y  T i m e s . )  B o s t o n :  
Beacon  P r e s s ,  1962 .

Zwemer ,  Samuel  M. The Mos l em C h r i s t :  An E s s a y  on t h e  L i f e ,
C h a r a c t e r ,  and  T e a c h i n g s  o f  J e s u s  C h r i s t  A c c o r d i n g  t o  
t h e  Kor a n  a n d  O r t h o d o x  T r a d i t i o n .  New Yor k :  A me r i c a n  
T r a c t  S o c i e t y ,  1 912 .

The Mos l e m D o c t r i n e  o f  God.  New Yor k :  A m e r i c a n  
T r a c t  S o c i e t y ,  1 905 .

<

Reproduced with permission of the copyright owner. Further reproduction prohibited without permission.


